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CHAPTER I 

THB EARLY TEABS OP P^NELON 

In this endeavour to portray the figure of Franpois de 
F^elon, Archbishop of Cambru, it has been my desire 
to discover and set forth the truth, and not to shroud 
and overwhehn him with the glories of a perfection to 
which he did not attain. There is no dimness or un- 
certainty to obscure his reputation. His name occurs in 
less or greater prominraoe in most of the innumerable 
memoirs and correspondence of the period ; but he 
attained to that unenviable pitch of eminence which 
makes a character a party question, and the testimonies 
r^arding it are therefore curiously conflicting. It is 
certain that he was ambitious, but he lacked Uie oool 
and wary temper that secures fulfilment of ambition. 
He was headstrong, and his self-ccoifidenoe lured him to 
inconsistency. He could be jealous also, and, even when 
the passage of the years had purified and tempered 
many weaknesses, a little spark of malice, lying far below 
the snr&ce, woke into flame. But Uiough these stains, 
and others such as these, lie marked and defined upon 
the pages of his record, it does not cease to be a fair one, 
and every stage in the advance to closer knowledge of 
him establishes the conviction of his abiding pmity of 
&ith and conduct with greater clearness. 
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4 fKNKLON 

In spite of the m&ny splendid qualities of Thich bis 
earlier years gave proof, be vaa marked by destiny as 
one of tbose irbo may not come to full development save 
through the fire of suffering and humiliation. Great as 
was bis celebrity, be vas — as far as his own advantage 
was concerned — perpetually unsuccessful, and only the 
strenuous vitaUty of bis temperament could bare sup- 
ported him againfit the pressure of misfortune. Tbe 
courage thus aroused was a greater acquisition than the 
glory of success. If F^nelon bad been unbanned by 
royal prejudice and tyranny, and impervious to dexterous 
slander, he might take a more prominent place in tbe 
annals of bis country ; but be would have missed bis 
bold on the countless troubled human beings whom 
loneliness and sorrow taught bim to encourage and 
direct. 

Confflderii^ tbe strength of bis loyalty to the Roman 
Oatbolio Church, it is curious that be should ever bsTO 
strayed upon the borderland of heresy ; but heresy, 
nevertheless, was tbe plea for the banishment that ruined 
his temporal prospects and reversed all the conditions of 
lus life, and it would be impossible for tbe most ingenious 
apolo^t to prove bim innocent of the oba^^ brought 
against bim. He was accused of being a mystic, and 
though tbe term has been so much misused that its 
meaning is difficult of definition, it would seem to be a 
fair desoriptioQ of bim. If Mysticism be tbe true name 
for a realisation of God as transfused throughout the 
universe, as inspiring tbe prayers that link men to Him, 
as beii^ immanent, in short, in material things and in 
mankind alike, then not only was F^nelon a mystic, but 
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THE EARLY YEARS OF FENELON 5 

he shared his belief with the writer of St, John's Gospel 
and Epistles, and vith those who have meditated most 
deeply on the seoretfi of existence. " What is Ood i " 
said Seneca ; " the suni total of all thou seest and all thou 
canst not see." For he spent his life in seeking God, 
although it was not given to him to know the manifesta- 
tion of divinity which was the highest reality of F^elon's 
religion ; and the long succession of such seekers are not 
divided by the difference in their fiuth; their common 
need and common labour after truth is a stroller link 
than any dogma, and it may be that the brotherhood of 
mystics should stand first in the ranks of those who have 
sought to benefit mankind. It was, therefore, only be- 
cause of the trend of thought in the a^ of Louis XIV. 
that the name of mystic became one of reproach, and 
quietists and mystics were united as the objects of 
suspicion and contumely. 

Fourteen years before F^nelon came to Court, Michel 
de Molinos, an obscure Spanish priest, published a book 
of original meditations called "The Spiritual Guide," 
which acquired extraordinary celebrity in the Catholic 
world. He was encouraged at the Vatican, and made 
welcome by the Pope bimsel£ For ^ years his teaching 
and example animated his hearers to an endeavour 
after purer living, and he diffused a new spirit of piety 
throi^h the society of Rome. But he taught that a 
man may aspire to personal intercourse with his God 
without the intervention of a priest. Such a theory 
assailed the whole system of authority, and meant ruin 
to the Jesuits. It must be regarded as a marvel that 
they suffered him so long. Louis XIY. upheld the 
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Jesuits — the straDge fooatioism which was a part of his 
oomplex personalitj had delivered him into their hands ; 
he vaa, moreover, by instinct, the champion of authority 
in any form. By a curious paradox it became possible 
for him to challenge the conduct of the Pope in support 
of papal infallibility ; he was a stronger man than Inno- 
cent XII., and therefore Molinoa was discovered to be a 
heretic, a monster of impiety, worthy of the extreme pen- 
alties of the Inquisition. His books were burnt, and he 
disappeared for ever into the dungeons of the Vatican, 
leaving behind him a new weapon to lovers of intrigue. 

He was not, m fact, a leader amoi^ mystics. Jacob 
Boehme, Francis de Sales, and Joseph Hall, had, each in 
his native land, thought and preached much the same 
doctrine, had caught a glimpse of the reality of Qod, 
and, loung himself in that infinite revelation, forgotten to 
allow for the limitations of his hearers, so that his ^leech 
was esteemed extravagant and even blasphemous ; but it 
was reserved for Molinos to make Mysticism synonymous 
with heresy — a name of terrible import, hardly to be 
whispered with impunity. 

Having compassed the fall of Molinos, Louis XIV. 
felt himself established as the watch-dog of the Church, 
the prop of despotism in general. From the Roman 
mystics he turned to his own offendii^ subjects, and 
allowed the errors of the Huguenots to oocupy him for 
many years. The suppression of heresy was an exercise 
of his authority which acted also as a salve to his con* 
saence. He welcomed every opportunity of displaying 
his zeal for orthodoxy, and it was necessary for those who 
demred favour to exhibit a similar disposition. To this 
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THE EARLY YEARS OF FENELON 7 

foot may be traced the persecution of Mme. Guyon 
and the disgrace of F^elon. Mme. Qnyon profeaaed to 
have originated opinions resembltng those of Molinos. 
She clung to them with great tenacity, and braved the 
fate they brought upon her ; and there was much in her 
writings that F^elon approved, although he admitted 
that some of her theories were questionable, and might 
be dangerous to the majority. When a general outcry 
vas raised against her he refused to join in it, and 
remuned silent when required to condemn her pubUdy. 
Such, in brie( was the history of their connection. His 
fortmie had raised him high enough to be a mark for 
jealousy, for he was the Mend and confidant of Mme. 
de Maintenon. It was a period of perpetual intrigue and 
treach^, in which there were no adepts equal to the 
priests. The fall of Molinos provided them with a con- 
venient missile to which F^nelon lud himself open; a . 
charge of mysticism was hard to define, but harder to 
refute. He stn^led desperately i^ainst overwhelming 
force ; but his adversaries, among whom the King himself 
b nambered, allowed other and less exalted considera- 
ti<ms to reinforce religious zeal, and thus the ruin of his 
career and his many years of exile were due in great 
measure to the promptings of jealousy. 

A history of the life of F^nelon is not in any sense a 
history of the crowded stirring times in which he lived. 
He had many great contemporaries who rose to high 
place and power, and left their mark on the history of 
France; but th^ all centred round the figure of the 
King, the light of their achievements shed fresh glory 
uptm him, and contact with the curious grandeur of his 
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8 FENELON 

personality inspired them to renewed effort for ihtat own 
ftdTancement and for his. The bond between Louis XIV. 
and his favoured servants was so close that all that 
affected him affected them, and therefore their welfare 
was bound up in that of the State, and their history is 
the history of the period. 

F^nelon stands apart : not by virtue of his priesthood, 
for holy orders were often proved the surest ladder 
to eminence, but because his world was not the vatld 
which bowed before the greabiess of King Louis. His 
influence was individual ; he left but little mark upon his 
agfi; yet among all the brilliant figures grouped about 
the throne there are few who can still be credited with a 
hold upon the minds of men, and that honour may be 
dumed for F^neton. Here and there at rare intervals 
in the history of the world a name stands out as 
separated from the ordinary honours that men covet, and 
yet endowed with a lustre which the lapse of time cannot 
tarnish. No li^ht of favour or success shone upon 
F^elon; he hved many years in disgrace and exile, 
and died unpardoned; yet his reputation has a glory 
that personal honours and prosperity could not have 
^en it, for he sought the truth undaunted by many 
errors and much discouri^ement, and forced his personal 
ambitions to take a second place. 

He was a loyal servant of the Koman Church, and 
reli^on was the reason of his being. This is the primary 
fEWJt, without which all understanding of his character 
would be imposrible ; but his faith was Catholio in the 
purer sense, rising above the forms and symbols conse- 
orated by tradition, and, as the years passed, bis deepening 
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THE EARLY YEARS OF FENELON 9 

sjrmpstby for all sorts and conditions of mankind widened 
his tolerance and brought the spirit of chant; into his 
reli^on. 

He lived in days when men saw their lives vividlj, 
and suffered no side of life to grow stagnant from want of 
notice. To the Court the discoveries of science, the fresh 
suggestions of philosophy, the strange new theories of 
religion, might be only so many topics for brilliant 
dialogue, occasions for display of keen wit and shrewd 
argument, and, therefore, opportunities to catch the 
notice of the King. But to the thinkers such things 
as these are vital, and difficulties that seem, in retro- 
spect, to be only mists of delusion arising from over- 
fertile imaginations, rose dense and thick enough to cloud 
the destiny of such a man as F^nelon. 

He was bom in 1651, when the wonderful reign of 
Louis XIV. was at its zenith. He was a younger son by 
a second marriage of a Gascon noble, de Salignac de la 
Mothe F^elon, and therefore began the world with no 
prospects but those resulting from high and honourable 
lineage. As a child he was very dehcate ; but his unusual 
talents were recognised by his family, and his uncle, the 
Harquis de F^elon, who had lost his own son, took 
Francis under his especial protection. The marquis was 
a man of very independent character, austere in the con- 
duct of his pnvate life, and of deeply religious bias. The 
society which he gathered around him at his apartment 
in the Abbaye St Germain was representative of the purer 
and more thoughtful of the Court; Bossuet, Bishop of 
Ueaux and tutor to the Dauphin, M. de Beaavilliers, the 
friend of Madame de Muntenon, and Fleury, as yet an 
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obecure priest, wen among his constant guests. Nature 
seemed to have designed Francis de F^nelon for a 
scholar, and, according to the custom of the time, he 
was destined for the priesthood before he had come to 
an age to make the selection for himself. M. de F^nelon 
sent bim to the Coll^ of Saint-Sulpice, which was then 
under the direction of M. Tronson, and in so doing gave 
the pious incUnatioQ of his mind the very fullest oppor- 
tunity of development. 

It is idle to speculate on the possible results of 
different treatment in the formation of a character, yet 
F^nelon throughout his life looked back with gratitude 
on the influence of his early days. M. Tronson was a 
high type of the Roman priest and confessor ; livii^ to 
personal obscurity, not joining in the race for preferment, 
nor coveting any external recognition, he was, nevertfae- 
less, the possessor of the highest form of ecclesiastical 
power, and, from his position as Superior of Swnt-Sulpice, 
the responsibility of directing the minds of many of the 
coming generation of priests rested upon his dioulders. 

Amidst the contention of the Jesuits and the faction 
of Port Royal the congregation of Sunt-Sulpioe succeeded 
in mfdntainii^ peacefully a distinct character for piety 
and erudition, joined to a certun liberty of thought, which 
disposed its members to con^der the opinions of others 
before absolutely condenmii^ them. M. Olier, a man 
celebrated for his saintly life, was appointed to the parish 
of Saint-Sulpice in 1642, when it had obtained consider- 
able notoriety as the most depraved quarter of Paria 
His labours for the reforming of his flock were un- 
remitting, and the youi^ priests and clerks who were 
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aasociated with him in his task formed the nucleus of 
the seminary and community of Sunt-Sulpioe. M. Olier 
belierod hinuelf to be miraculously commis^oned to 
oi^^anifie this institution, and it became the chief object 
of his life. The necessary builiUng — a square edifice 
capable of receivii^ a himdred inmates — was completed 
in 1652, and enabled him to put his theoriee into 
practice. 

They were based on his high ideal of the sacerdotal 
character : he would not admit any who embraced the 
sacred calling from considerationa of ambition or ex- 
pediency; he considered that the priesthood should 
mix with other men, that they might learn the con- 
ditions of life, and so he able to remedy the evils they 
obserred ; but in their period of trying and probation 
he subjected them to as sharp a test as the noviciate 
of a strict community. Whatever their birth or condition, 
they were required to perform the menial duties of the 
house, and to live on terms of absolute equality. The 
complete inmiolation of self was to be the aim of those 
who desired the tonsure. He was an ascetic himself, 
and he encourf^;ed the practices of self-mortification. 
The vices of the world were very obvious and very 
terrible ; he turned from them to the most literal in< 
terpretation of the teaching of his Master, He urged 
his pupls to study the Gospels till they could brii^ 
the Divine Life before them at any moment in a series 
of mental pictures, to keep themselves in such & dis- 
position that meditation on that Life would never 
demand a violent revulsion, whatever their outward 
circumstances might be. 
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All the ceremonial of the Chtirch waa observed 
with the most minute exaotness; obedience was more 
essential in the ecclesiastical than in an^i aecular pro- 
fession, as a necessity for the upholdiog of the Church 
and as an exercise in humihty, and for both reasons 
it was enforced bj M. Olier. He aimed at perfection, 
and, r^i;ardle8s of the cost, he required his pupils to 
renounce whatever most attracted them in the world 
outside. In the blankness and silence that succeeds 
the struggle of renunciation they would find Christ 
coming to them, a Christ who had borne all, and 
understood all, whose Presence with them was more 
worth having than the prizes they had missed ; this was 
his assurance, ofUn repeated, and it would seem that 
members of the community did indeed loom to forget 
ambition, so long, at any rate, as they remained within 
the walls of Saint-Sulpice. 

His ideas of intellectual truning were not especi- 
ally enlightened ; the students learned theology, but no 
secular studies were required of them. M. Olier beUeved 
piety to be more essential to a good priest than deep 
learning, and did not recognise the possible combination 
of the two ; " seterUia iujtai " was a favourite maxim 
with him. Nevertheless, the self-discipline he incul- 
cated and observed is as great an aid to learning as to 
piety, and the Collie of Saint-Sulpice has produced 
many eminent scholars in defiance of the desires of its 
founder. 

So great was the personal affection and loyalty 
which he won, that there was a danger of the collapse 
of the institution when he was removed from the core 
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THE EARLY YEARS OF FENELON 13 

of it ; but lua belief in the DiTine blesung upon it was 
justified by the chance which gave him M. Tronson 
as successor — a man not only learned in theology, but 
capable to an unusual degree of imparting knowledge; 
not only rel^ous himself, but diqK>sed to continue the 
traditions of Saint-Sulpioe according to the rules laid 
down by M. Olier, 

It was to the personal influence of M. Tronson, 
and to the scheme of probation conceiTed by M. Olier, 
that F^oelon owed his training, and, in some degree, 
the purity of motive and uncalculatii^ self-surrender 
which characterised the teaching and practice of bis 
after-life; but the value of the system depended on 
personal intercoturse and that nice discrimination which 
can perceive the salient qualities of an undeveloped 
character and nourish them towards their richest growth, 
rather than to any tabulated system. M. Tronson ap- 
pears to have been one of the few for whom the riches 
and pleasures of this life have no attraction ; he regarded 
the world from a standpoint of indifference, and thus 
was supremely competent to inculcate the true sacer- 
dotal sense of isolation, wherdn is rooted so much of 
the power of the Roman priesthood. 

Fraufois de F^nelon was a favourite with M. Tron- 
son. He was very young when he entered Saint-Sulpice, 
but the charm of manner so universally reo(^nised in 
him was his in childhood, and hia natural disposition 
promised a future character which would do honour to 
those who helped in its formation. In later years he 
was not wanting in strength of will, but he gave himself 
up unreservedly to the direction of his Superior; he 
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laid his heart bare before him, accepted his deoidoni 
as absolutely final, and was as completely dominated 
for the time as any pupil of the Je8uit& He seems, 
indeed, to hare reveUed in the inndious joy of a oon- 
fidence vhioh claimed and received the perfection of 
sympathy. 

" I desire passionately," he mote to his uncle in a 
burst of gratitude, " to be able to tell you now some part 
of all that passes between M. Tronaon and me, but, 
indeed. Monsieur, I know not how to do so." ^ 

Undoubtedly in those early years he did make 
M. Tronson the keeper of his oonstuence. He meiged 
his will completely in that of the Superior, and had 
no derare for freedom ; but his native force of charac- 
ter was strong enough to surrive the enervating effect 
of such conditions. 

He was twenty-four when he received the tonsure, 
and for three years loi^^ he worked as one of the com- 
munity of priests of the parish of Sunt-Sulpice, livii^r 
still at the seminary, and labouring to spread the light 
of his own faith among the poor wherever he could 
reach them best, whether in prison, in the hospitals, or 
in their own quarters. Such an experience enlarged his 
sympathies and deepened his view of life at the outset 
of his career. It brought him also into touch with chil- 
dren, and taught him primary principles of training 
which applied to them in all ranks; no doubt the 
knowledge of them which was afterwards so valuable 
to him when the King's unruly grandsons were en- 
trusted to his care was acquired among the ra^^ed 

* CorrttpondaitM it Pintion, li. I. 
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tmd hungry children of Saint-Sulpioei He had no vinon 
then of future honours ; he was contwit with present and 
obriouB usefiihieBB, serring God in the full ooQTiction 
that he had chosen the only worthy serrioe, finding 
courage and inspiration in forms of worship which to 
many were but empty ceremonial, and endeavourii^ to 
bring others to a knowledge and a share of his own 
happiness. The influence and example of M. Tronson 
were still near to him ; and though he cannot have been 
UQCOQSoious of his own etMlowments, and life was only 
bc^nnii^, he was at that time ready to accept a humble 
lot, with no scope for ambitious dreams, upheld by the 
conviction that a life of devotion was sufBcient to satisfy 
every craving of his heart. 

But the King, in his many differing characters, had 
need of every order and degree of servant, and F^nelon's 
place was waiting for him. The clamour of the Court 
vas but a distant murmur to the young priest at Saint- 
Solpice, interesting in that it concerned a few to whom 
he was bound by ties of blood and affection, but of do 
personal import. It was a powerful &ctor in Louis's 
greatness that he could discern and utilise the qualities 
he needed even when their possessors did not seek his 
notica He was bigoted in religious matters despite the 
v^ue morality which distinguished his personal con- 
duct; and he is supposed to have believed that the 
forcible conversion of his heretic subjects would condone 
his private offencea The brilliant successes of his youth 
had nutde victory appear his natural heritage ; no subse- 
quent failure had power to disturb the impression, and 
he included the souls as well as the bodies of his subjects 
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within the limits of his absolute sovereignty. The in- 
stincts of bigotry and despotism combined to inspire his 
treatment of the Huguenots ; he was shrevd enough to 
know that persecution was impolitic ; he must have fore- 
seen some, at least, of the disastrouB result^ of the revo- 
cation of the EiUot of Nantes, and only his belief that 
he oould thus cancel a record which disquieted his con- 
Boience, explains his oonduct. But though he did not 
spare the heretics, and their blood was shed freely to 
buy him immunity from future punishment, if he could 
win them to the Church of Rome by gcDtler means, he 
was disposed to do so. For this purpose he encouraged 
and supported on institution known as the Nouvelles 
Catholiques, which had been founded early in his reign 
( by De Gondi, the first Archbishop of Paris. Its object 
was the instruction and confirmation of ladies who were 
iuclined towards the Roman fitith ; it was conducted by a 
community who did the work of msters of charity outside 
its walla, and presided over by a priest selected by the 
Archbishop of Paris. 

When F4nelon was working at Saint-Sulpice the 
Nouvelles Catholiques was prominent in the public 
notice ; Turenne, lately a convert from Calvinism, gave 
largely to it, and the K ing, being much occupied with 
the souls of his subjects, spared it a share of his atten- 
tion. It chanced that the post of Principal became 
vacant, and between the King and the Archbishop the 
choice fell on F^nelon. It was a form of missionary 
labour, and for this he had a natural inclination. Earlier 
in his life he had had dreams of a mission to the Greeks, 
dreams which his delicate health had completely broken ; 
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but a desire to prove that heresy might ba uprooted by 
gentle means had always remained with him. His new 
post oould not appeal to his ascetic instiiicts, or touoh 
hig imagination as the eastern miBsion had dime ; it 
ofEored no delights of privation borne and danger braved 
in the name of Christ; but it seemed that for which 
Nature had especially fitted him, and life opened before 
him with countless opportunities of influence. 

He was twenty-seven at this time. The habit of self- 
repression and ff^pathy for others had deepened his 
natural charm of manner ; his intellectual powers olumed 
the interest of the more thoughtful ; while his high birtik 
and the outward graces with which he was endowed 
made his presence welcome to the frivolous m^oritj of 
men. Society lay open to him in its most brilliant and 
seductive form, and according to the custom of the time 
his priest's orders were no bar to the fullest enjoyment 
of it; many a handsome abb^ m^ht be found among 
the pleasure-seekers of Versailles, sharpening his wit on 
any subject that came uppermost, without a scruple as to 
his sacred calling to hamper his weapon in the war of 
words. Society as it existed under the. rule of Louis XIV. 
was generally acknowle(^ed to be the most advantageous 
truning-school for future cardinals and dignitaries of the 
Church ; to obtain the favour of the Ejng was to open 
the way to every goal of man's doEdre, and the King 
favoured none who did not add to the brilliant reputa- 
tion of his Court. Therefore the most attractive path 
was that which ted directly to future opportunity of in- 
fluence, and thus might plausibly be justified. But H. 
Tronson had done his work thoroughly, and in defiance 
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of custom and aelf-interest F^nelon held his priesthood 
sacred, and his contact with the world never brought it 
to dishonour. 

When he left Saint-Sulpice he took up his abode 
-with his uQole at St. Germain des Fr^s, and was thus 
brought into intimacy with the distinguished circle of 
friends whom If. de F^nelou had' gathered round him. 
Foremost among these stood Bossuet, Bidiop of Meaux, 
and the friendship between Bossuet and F^elon, oele- 
brated in its sequel and important in the lires of both, 
grew rapidly from their first introduction. Bossuet was 
the greatest of contemporary ecclesiastics; as a thee* 
logian he had no rival, and his eloquence equalled his 
learning. The notice of a man of suoh reputation was a 
high oompliment to a young abb^ ; the bishop's fame as 
a scholar appealed to F^nelon's intellectual instincts, and 
he found additional attraction in the austere and spotless 
personal conduct which made Bossuet one of the rare 
examples of virtue in Ihe high places of the Church. 
F^nelon accorded him a reverence approaching to devotion 
in those early days, and Bossuet responded with proofe, 
constantly renewed, of the pleasure he derived from the 
young priest's society. It was his custom to retire to 
his country house at Gtormigny when he required rest 
from a life of constant labour, and at these times he 
claimed a right to solitude ; but at an early stage of their 
Mendship he made F^elon welcome to his retreat, and 
in the ease of familiar intercourse there their intimacy 
had the fullest opportunity of ripenii^. F^elon was 
well able to appreciate the privilege of conversation with 
his host Bossuet had a fund of learning which was 
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inexiiaiutible, aod to listtti to him was to receive the 
fruit of a poverful brain long concentrated in thought 
on the moBt important of all subjects, thought which 
-was ofbm original, and therefore of immeasuzably greater 
Talue than the close-packed information of the school- 
man. He was, in fact, in advance of bis profession and 
his genOTation in liberality of view. After the intense 
and watchful solicitude of M, Tronson, Fdnelon's mind 
required braoiog, and intercourse with such a man as 
Bossuet made it necessary for him to think for himself, 
to stnun to keep in touch with an intellect far more 
developed than his own, to sound the depth of his own 
powers as he realised the greatness of his friend. Bossuet, 
on his part, must have valued F^nelon ; but he owed 
nothing to him, — the influence and advantage were all on 
the nde of the younger of the pair, and no subsequent 
contention or ill-treatment could obliterate the debt that 
was thus inctirred. 

In sharp contrast to Bossuet, both in the popular 
esteem and in F^elou's regard, stood de Earlai, Arch- 
bishop of Paris. A courtier and a man of the world, 
skilled in all graceful acoomplidmients, and as careless of 
morality as the King himself, he was, from the point of 
view of expediency, not ill-suited to his post, for he was 
a diplomatist, a good administrator, and possessed of the 
keen insight into character which is the most valuable 
attribute for a ruler. Having brought F^nelon from 
obscurity within range of the public notice, he was dis- 
posed to nuse him further, for he detected the capabilities 
of his prot^4 and the credit he might reflect upon hie 
patron, and seems also to have been personally attracted 
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by him. But F^nelon's tolerance, so wide towarda heretics, 
was not extended to de Harlai ; the archbishop's loyalty 
to the Church was not sufficient screen for his notorious 
life in the eyes of the young priest, and no oonfflderation 
of expediency could induce him to pay his court to his 
superior. Consequently de Harki's early liking changed 
ere long to pronounced enmity. " You demre to be for- 
gotton, and you will be, M. I'Abb^ ! " was his greeting 
when F^nelon did present himself at one of his reoeptiods, 
and his animoedty increased as the friendship between 
BoBsuet and F6neIon became recognised and established. 
Bossuet was his rival in the favour of the King, though 
the Bishop of Meaux made his way at Court by vwy 
different means, and maintuned his sturdy independence 
even in that atmosphere of flattery. 

Probably the influence of de Harlai was a disadvan- 
tage to F^nelon, for his age was no bar to preferment for 
which his rank and recc^^nised abilities gave him a chum, 
and which the King, on more than one occasion, is sup- 
posed to have wished to offer him, had it not been for 
the influence of the archbishop. But F^nelou's happi< 
ness did not deprad upon preferment. The ton years 
during which he held his post at the Nouvelles Catho- 
liques were probably the sunniest of his life; he was 
discoverii^ the infinite possibihties of his own powers; 
there might be infinite opportunities awaiting him in the 
future, and, meanwhile, his way lay clear before him. 
U. Tronson was near at hand to point him to ever fresh 
aspirations ; Bossuet to direct him towards deeper study ; 
he had work for which he was fully competent, and an 
ever-widening circle of friends outside his recognised 
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vork who looked to bim as an influence for good. Under 
suoh conditions he could nfiord to be independent of the 
maohinations of the archbishop. 

The spirit of oontroversy vas in the air. In 1685 
the King revoked the Edict of Nantes, and set himself to 
stamp out heresy. Proselytising was, for the moment, 
the work most applauded by the popular voice, and 
F^eloD was thus brought into a [ffominent position. 
The validity of orders in the Huguenot ministry vas 
naturally a matter of deep importance to the Huguenot 
faction, even to suoh as had been converted to the Roman 
faith. F^nelon had strong convictions on the subject, 
and the treatise' in which he embodied them established 
his reputation as a writer and attracted the notice of the 
King. 

The point of this essay may be rendered bri^y thus : 
" The majority of Christian people being unable severally 
and individually to decide for themselves amid the in- 
tricacies of d<^;ma, the Divine Wisdom had provided 
them with the means of preservation from error in an 
external authority — that possessed by a priesthood suc- 
ceeding directly and in unbroken line from the Apostles 
of Jesus Christ." Taking his stand on this assertion, he 
repudiated the authority claimed by the pastors of the 
reformed faith by virtue of their election by their flock. 
He is unflinching in his claim on apostolic succession ; to 
him the Divine Grace commtmioated in the sacrament of 
ordination was a fact above the reach of ailment, a 
part of the faiUi which was the reason of his being. 
But, strong and deeply rooted as were his convictions on 

1 TraM du MinMirt tUt Fatturt, prioUd itiSS. 
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the subject, bis treAtise is free from that karsbnees of 
expression wbioh it was tbe custom to aooord to heresy 
iQ any form. For himself, be esteemed bis oonseoration 
to tbe ChuTob the b^^best privil^ne conceivable : it was 
the foundation of bis life, bis shield against all tempta- 
tion to personal indulgence, as dear to him as bis faith, 
because inseparable from it ; and it was with an honest 
desire to oonvinoe others of their errors and admit them 
to a share of bis own happiness that he employed his 
keenest powers of argument and logic against "a vfun 
philosophy that would bring natural things to bear on 
that which is in its essence supernatural." 

The effect of bis endeavour upon convinced Protes- 
tants is not recorded ; but it made on impression on the 
King, 08 testifying to a mncere desire for their conversion, 
and soon aA»r its appearance he was entrusted with the 
control of tbe mis^on to tbe heretics of Foitou and 
Siuntonge. Tbe King was eager for a plentiful harvest 
of converfflon ; the JbMiot of Nantes having been revoked, 
and the welfare of bis realm thereby imperilled, he 
desired certun and immediate results to compensate for 
future possibilities of loss. Moreover, by depriving so 
many of bis subjects of their chosen pastors, he bound 
himself to provide for their direction, and, according to 
his lights, he was fulfilling bis responnbility towards 
them when he sent them F^nelon. 

Tbe animosity between Catholic and Huguenot had 
never really lessened, and the baser of the Catholic 
faction had realised that tbe surest means of destroying 
their adversaries was to lure tbem on to break the peace. 
The Beformers of Vivarais were the first victims to such 
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tnaohinations. In 1683 they took up armB against the 
Catholics, and shntly afterwards there was a Hunilar 
tumult in Dauphin^ Taken in conjunction, it was easy 
to minify the tidings into a report of concerted insur- 
rection. It was a part of the policy of government 
adopted by Louis XIV. to keep troops continually on the 
niuoh through the provinces, ready to quell sedition 
vherever it might arise, and towards the Reformers he 
was only awutii^ a pretext for severity^their need of 
sappresuon seemed to him oven more urgent than for 
enlightenment It is recorded of Mma de Maintenon 
that at this crims she fanned the flame of his intolerance. 
It is the gravest chai^ that is brought agunat her, and 
it is certain that if it was so her influence was seconded 
by all the power of party spite and Court intrigue. But 
it "Was a flame that needed no stirring &om without ; had 
the King been left tmsupported in his resolution, the 
natural bias of his mind towards tyranny was sufficient 
to fix it, and, as soon as the recklessness of the Reformers 
gave him an excuse for persecution, their finte was 
sealed. 

It is evidmit that the conversion of the Huguenots 
was ardently desired by F^nelon ; but in the quiet years of 
his labour at the NouveUes Catholiques he had too little 
influenoe in the world of active life to incur any respoo- 
sibility for the sufTering inflicted on them ; and if in his 
retirement he had any detaUed knowledge of the conflict, 
he must have deplored the means employed to attain the 
end he coveted, and admired the courage and resolution 
they displayed. But the highest courage is of no per- 
manent service agunst overwhelming numbers; the te- 
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ststanoe of the Reformers only aggravated the King's 
animosity and pitiless sevority towards them. It is 
diffioult for his wannest advocates to defend his pro- 
ceedii^, and F^elon, not being anumg the number of 
his blind admirers, would have accepted his post less 
readily had he been cognisant of the crimes perpetrated 
in the King's name before he virated Poitou, and even 
when he arrived upon the scene it is possible that much 
was concealed from him. Ko honourable men could 
condone the treachery resorted to in dealing with the 
Huguenots, and it is difficult to understand what object, 
beyond the infliction of addiUonid torture, can have been 
served thereby. Amnesties whioh exduded all whom 
they appeared to benefit, and general pardons which only 
revealed on the closest scrutiny that their conditions made 
them useless to the guilty, were constructed with all the 
ingenuity usually attributed to the Jesuits; prisoners 
accused of heresy were nominally granted trials, but 
practically they were condemned and sentenced before 
th«ur defence was heard. The dragoons under the Due 
de NoaiUes were quartered in the offending provinces, 
and their cruelty towards their victims is too hideous to 
bear recording. 

Undoubtedly the King may be held respon«.ble for 
the conduct of his rq>resentative8. He knew what was to 
be expected &om his soldiery, and that they would have 
free licence ; and if he was ignorant of the details of their 
behaviour at the time, he must have had knowledge of It 
afterwards, and he never censured it. There would have 
been sufficient reason had his repose been haunted by 
the cries of the victims of his fanaticism, as was the fate 
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of Charles IX., but no such weaknees erer disturbed the 
d^nified composure of the great monarch. Nothing in 
his after-life testifies even to regret for his conduct at this 
time ; he was acting in the name of the Church, and he 
was incurring an almost certun loss to the commercial 
prosperity of his Ungdom, without aay corresponding 
advantage, either personal or political The position is a 
curious one: for the Church whose name he used to 
shield his tyranny was the Church to which F^elon was 
loyal, and F^nelon was an ardent lover of justice and of 
peace ; moreover, the end he sought to attain by a suc- 
oesaion of barbarous crimes was not less dear to F^elon. 
Both alike seem to have believed sinoerely that death 
would deliver the Reformers to endless torment, and 
consequently that their conversion was the greatest 
benefit they could receive ; but their resistance aroused 
a tyrannous instinct in Louis's nature, in which F^nelon 
could have no part, and therefore the King was ready to 
adopt expedients which to the priest would have seemed 
unavailing. 

The dragoons did all that terror could do, and a 
system of bribery, by which a fixed sum was ptud to 
every convert, appealed to the cupidity of a few ; but the 
majority remuned staunch to a £uth that was stronger in 
its influence than either fear or greed, and havii^ proved 
by bitter experience that justice and mercy were denied 
them in their native land, numbers of them fled to 
England and the Netherlands, and thus France was de- 
prived of many of her worthiest subjects. 

F^nelon left no record of his impressions when he 
reached Poitoo ; but he must have felt the inconsistency 
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of employing torture or bribery in the name of the 
Churoh of Christ, for he refused to admit the dragoons 
as fellov-workers, and he insisted on their withdrawal 
from every place xaxdev his jurisdiction. Some stories of 
their cruelty must have come to his knowledge ; but being 
once installed as the King's representative, he could do 
better service to the sufferers by checking fiirther perse- 
cution than by raising an outcry which would have had 
no effect agunst the royal mandate. Moreover, Louis 
was a despot. His servants accepted his commands: 
secretly they m^ht disapprove, but publicly they did 
not question them ; and F^nelon was still young, and had 
been reared in the habit of obedience. It is only by in- 
ference that we can arrive at any idea of his opinion. 
He changed the whole system that he found when he 
was installed at Poitou, and from thence it may be 
deduced that he disapproved of it, though he made no 
public comment Gentleness and patient argument were 
his weapons against a people whose opinions he con- 
denmed as heartily as did the King himself, but whose 
conversion he esteemed as valueless when induced by 
fear and not by reason, in oppoution to the general 
opinion that the most abominable persecution was jus- 
tified if the dying heretic could be coerced into acknow- 
ledgii^ his errors. 

It was his first appointment to a position of 
authority. He bod been at the Kouvelles Catholiques 
for seven years, and in the constant society of men 
whom he r^arded as greatly his superiors in pety and 
leaminf;, a condition not conducive to self-assertion; 
and in the position in which he foimd himself it would 
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hare been easiest to follow the course euictioned by 
tiie Church and the King, aad in the blind obedience 
that was often the result o£ priestly training, foi^et the 
dictates of humanity. But on this occauon F^nelon 
gave the first public proof of that independent strength 
of character irhich vas deetined to ruin his irorldly 
pTospeats, and his misnonaty labours were carried out 
on the system which his reason and his conscience 
recommended. With those who gauged the success of 
a mission by statistics he can have foimd no favour, 
and he was keen enough to see the emptiness of much 
of the work that had been done. After six months of 
experience he gave some aooount of his work in a 
private letter written ftom Saintonge. "It would be 
easy enough to prevail on our sailors in their present 
condition to confess and oommumcate if — for the glory 
of our mifision — wa chose to do so" is one of his ob- 
servations; but the Church's jniTileges seemed to him 
too precious to be thus pressed on unwilling recipients. 
" Of what avail is confession to those who do not ac- 
knowledge the true Church, nor her power to forgive 
sin ? " That was a question that troubled him when he 
heard tidii^ of forced submissiim; for his own part, 
he " feared to bring a curse upon himself by hasty work 
that will not last." 

It is strange, in view of his former dealings with 
the heretics, that Louis should have chosen F^elon 
for the wOTk : he was not yet developed, and the King 
may have formed a mistaken estimate ; but there were 
many who would readily have filled the post who might 
have been relied on to Tnw"t-=^'" the system favoured 
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by their royal master. There was no room In F^elon's 
heart for sympathy with the spirit of the luqiiisition, 
and though his tolerance was in this instance a matter 
of practice rather than principle — for he was bigoted 
in his hatred of the Huguenot errors — it was none 
the less a weapon made ready for the use of his future 
enemies. Doubtless he shrank &om the inflictiou of 
needless sufTerii^, but he shrank still more from the 
sacrilege of using force to win men to the Church, or 
bribery to induce them to accept its privileges. His 
view was calmer and at the same time deeper than 
that of bis contemporaries; in those days of tyramiy 
and persecution he kept the real end before him, and 
formed his judgment of a method by the permanence of 
its result. 

Five years later M. de Noailles wrote to him for 
his ojnnion on the treatment of heretic mercenaries. He 
had then been in touch with the Court for a consider- 
able time, had felt the King's pervading influence, and 
realised the strength of his desire to root out heresy 
wherever it should spring up, at whatever cost; yet he 
replies from the standpoint of a sincere and thoughtful 
man, unprejudiced by controversy. " It does not seem 
to me desirable," he said, "to torment foreign heretic 
soldiers with efforts to convert them ; it does not suc- 
ceed ; it forces them into hypocrisy instead, and they 
desert in shoals. It is enough to forbid them the 
public exercise of their religion as the King desires."^ 
In a case of illness he considered further effort admis- 
sible; but he was invariable in his oonviction that 

' Corrttpondanet de Pin^cn, ti. 5, J11I7 1684. 
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admissioQ to the Catholic Church should be r^arded 
as a privilege and that all conTerts must so regard it 
before they could be made welcome by her ministers. 

At the time of the most strenuous persecution the 
[riests were in the habit of forcing themselves into 
the presence of the dying, expelling those who had the 
strongest claim to tend them, and making their last 
moments terriUe by the vilest threats. F^nelon believed 
witb them that a Huguenot who was deaf to ai^umrait 
forfeited his chance of salvation, but such a condition 
filled him with pity, aaid while reason remained he did 
not bse hope; if his fellow-prieats were dishououring 
the veecy name of their religion, it was given to him 
sometimes to stnke the true note of Christianity. If 
the dying relented as their breath was failing, he had 
words ready, words of humble confession of error and 
trust in the mercy of God : " Thou knowest, my Saviour, ' 
that I desire to live and die in the truth. Forgive 
me if I was mistaken." * Such was the conclusion of 
the prayer which he had written for those whoee con- 
version came at the eleventh hour, and in the tender- 
ness of thought lies the secret of his influence among 
them. It is not wonderful that he was censured by 
those who apj^oved the other method, or that many a 
convinced and resolute heretic confessed to lovii^ him. 
He put his heart into the work and spared no pains, 
bat he was exiled from those to whom he looked for 
help and inspiration, and he had no love for the life of 
the country ; he regretted the quiet of his former post, 
with its larger opportunities for study and reflection, 

' Q>mipondanat dt Ftnrlon, iii Appendix, p. 4. 
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and longed for the time when he should he free to 
return to Paris. In a letter to Bosauet he threatens 
gaily to hring suspicion of heresy upon himself to give 
an excuse for his recall ; and l^e hint iras not wasted, 
for the King, probably at the su^^^estion of the bishop, 
Bummoned him back to his post at the Nouvelles 
Cadiohques. 

BoSGuet had made the young priest's fortunes his 
especial care. He had obtained his appointment to the 
southern mission, and intended that it should bear fruit 
in bringing bim into personal intercourse with the King, 
whose cf^mess concerning heresy was too great to be 
satisfied with a report at second-hand. F^nelon had 
everything to gain by an interview ; the King was 
notably susoepUble to outward impression, and the ap- 
pearance and bearing of the youi^ abb^ were in his 
favour ; moreover, he could tell his tale smoothly and 
well, with no misgivings as to its effect upon his listener, 
and afterwards be well content to retire to the routine of 
a life from which he bad been suomioned by the call of 
duty rather than ambition. 

When he left the southern provinces he recom- 
mended that those who were to carry on his work should 
be chosen from among the Jesuits, a matter worthy of 
notice, because even at this early period it shows the bias 
of his opinion to have been in their favour and against 
the Jansenists, a sect which would indeed have welcomed 
him, but against which he had a violent prejudice 
throughout his life. This was the end of his contro- 
versial work among the Huguenots : it was work for which, 
according to the popular belief, there was the utmost 
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need, and it had tovoght him into notice ; the envious 
might oaril at his methods, but the general impresuon 
of the results obttuned vas good. If his moderation and 
humanity, in an age vhen such qualities were not 
esteemed, irere remembered against him when other 
olouds were gathering, and contributed to his ultimate 
ruin, they add no less grace to the record of his life, and 
must have deepened his influence with those vhose eyes 
were undimmed by pr^udice and bigotry. 

He returned thankfully to his work, at the Nouvelles 
Catholiques and the friends whose intercotuve was his 
keenest earthly interest and enjoyment He was beginning 
to realise that his pen was a tool that might work great 
results ; the path of learning and research stretohed before 
him. He had been taught that the h^hest blessings 
were found more readily by those who lived retired 
from the world, and he accepted such a condition ; but 
those who knew him best, and regarded the jnugress of 
the nation, knew that the world had need of him, the 
more because he was independent of its opinion. 

Bossuet's interest was ranged agunst de Harlai ; but 
Bossuet was not so apt a courtier, and the we^ht of his 
reputation might never have outweighed the power of the 
archbishop's flattery. It was due to lay mfluence that the 
King's favour was once more directed towards F^elon. 

Among his dosest friends were the families of 
de Chevreuse and de Beauvilliers. The duchesses were 
asters, daughters of the famous Colbert, and were linked 
by the strongest bonds of sympathy and afiecUon; at 
Court they bad attained a reputation for extreme piety 
and purity of life ; to be admitted to their intimate society 
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was a. hall'inark of honourable li'ving, and Hme. de Main- 
tenon was their frequent guest. It was to assist Mme. 
de BeauTilliers in the instruction of her eight dai^h- 
ters that F^nelon wrote his treatise, De VEducation da 
Miles, whtoh, when it was made public, greatly increased 
his literary reputation. It is a proof, not only of the 
versatility of his powers, but of his sympathy and faculty 
of intuition, that a court-lady (herself risen from an 
obscure family, and therefore the more likely to be 
worldly in her ambitions), should have turned to him for 
help in such a matter. He had been dedicated from 
childhood to his sacred calling, shut off from any experi- 
ence of some of the strongest of life's influences, and 
therefore would not seem Ukely to prove an apt adviser ; 
but those who loved F4nelon the most beUeved that he 
possessed the secret of the truest wisdom, that what he 
taught was drawn from too h^h a source to be affected 
by the limitations of personal experience. Throughout 
his life it was the power of sympathy, of entering into the 
difficulties of others, of realiaog temptations that can 
never have been present with him, that made his in- 
fluence so oomprehenuve, a power rarer and more mar- 
vellous than the greatest of intellectual gifts. 

His intimacy with M. de BeauviUiers b^^ when he 
was a pupil at Sunt-Sulpice, and after his appointment 
to the Nouvelles CatboUques he became his confessor; 
their mutual trust and friendship was therefore of loi^ 
standing, and M. de BeauviUiers was as eager for F^nelon's 
advancement as Bossuet himself. When the King was 
forming the household for his grandsons, the Duke of 
Burgundy and his brothers, he selected M. do Beauvilliera 
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as governor, and no sooner vbb the appointment con- 
firmed than the ner-made govemOT recommended F&ielon 
to the notice of the King as tutor to the princes. 

The post was one much coTeted ; he vho held it was 
in perpetual prominence at Court, and might prepare his 
vaj to almost any goal. At the moment when it was 
assigned to him Ftoelon was very popular. His position 
at the NoUTelles CathoUques had left him leisure for 
other duties, and his reputation for purity of life and 
rigorous self-denial had struck the imagination, perhaps 
had touched the couscieoce, of many among the courtiers, 
both men and women, so dtat they turned to him when 
any sudden influence revealed to them tlie emptiness of 
perpetual Mvolity, and dissipation — even if innocent — 
grew loathsome. If he had leisure, his help was always 
at the service of those who craved it ; but he knew that 
the penitence revealed to him was often but a transitory 
sensation, an interlude amid excitements of another type, 
and, accordingly, was severe in bis requirements, and 
would not accept the easy metliods of the confessors who 
suited themselves to the spirit of the Court. His influence 
was definite and reot^nised ; there was a charm about his 
quiet iodependence, and those who eschewed all dlerioal 
authority deferred to him ; but when he accepted his 
new appointment he abandoned aU other offices, that he 
might concentrate all lus power of insight and reflection 
on the character and welfure of the princes. 

In former years the King had selected Bossuot as 
tutor to the Dauphin, and Bosauet had taken the gravest 
view of the responsibility of the position ; in the hours of 
friendly intercourse at Germigny he must have often 
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referred to that period, although neither could have fore- 
seen that a similar taak aivaited F^nelon. It vaa not a 
post to be refused, for it represented a possibility of 
limitless influence for good, and it was one of the strongest 
principles of M. Tronson's teaching that all the afiEurs of 
life vere subject to and directed by the vill of God, not 
nominally, but in absolute reality. With Ffeelon principle 
and practice were cooEOstent ; he had many gifts which 
fitted him to teain the future King, and when he under- 
took the chai^, he did so in the beUef that it was given 
him by a higher Authority than King Louia It seemed 
to be the crisis of his fortimes : the world was Bnulin^ on 
him and settii^ its best gifts within his reach, so that the 
way of duty was made smooth ; yet the smoothest way 
was one which he felt he must tread only with appro- 
hension and mi^ving — the way of the Cross is not that 
of success and gratified ambition, and it is likely that his 
heart had room for much r^ret when be exchanged the 
quiet of the Nouvelles Catholiques for the glories of 
Yersailles. Misgiving was also the paramount sensation 
which the news of his advancement awakened in the 
breast of M, Trooson. There were friends in plenty ettg&c 
to shower congratulations on him till be was almost over- 
whelmed by the warmth of their enthusiasm ; but it 
required the confidence of a love stronger than ordinary 
friendship to strike the note of warning among the 
general acclamations. To the end of his life, in spite of 
the clouds that came between them at a later time, 
F^elon attributed all that was best in himself to M. 
Tronson. The strei^^ and extent of the influence is 
almost impossible to gauge ; but at this point M. Tronson's 
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vaming admits us for a moment to their intamaoy, and 
revealfl in the older man a love piire enough to disr^aid 
the worldly advantage of its object There can be no 
question that M. Tronson is the most important figure 
of those surrounding F^elon in early life, and in the 
following tetter he gives in his own words some glimpse 
of himself and his relations to his former pupil : — 

" SAnn-ScLFios, Augwi 1689. 

" Perhaps you have been surprised. Monsieur, to miss 
me from the crowd of those who congratulate you on the 
h(mour his Majesty has just done you ; but I humbly 
request that you will not be offended at this brief delay, 
I thought that, in a matter which concwns me so deeply, 
I could not but be^ by prdsing Ood for His care of 
you, and asking Him to continue Hi6 mercies towards 
yoo. I have tried to do both as litUe unworthily as I 
might. And I can now assure you of the real joy it 
gave me to hear you had been chosen. 

" In this selection the Eing gives fresh and reassuring 
evidence of his piety and discriniinatioo. His Majesty 
has given you the ohaige of an education which is so 
important to the wel&re of the State and the good of 
the Church, that if one is a Frenchman and a Christian 
one must rejoice to see it in good hands. 

" But I candidly acknowledge that there is muoh 
^prehension mii^led with my pleasure in view of the 
dangers to whioh you are exposed ; because it cannot be 
denied that, in the natural course of events, promotion 
makes the way of salvation harder; it opens the door to 
the prizes of the world, but beware lest it dose it on the 
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enduxing gains of Heaven. Doubtless you oan do great 
good in Tout new post, but you may also be guilty of 
much evil : there is no medium xmdsx suoh conditions ; 
success or fiulure mil have incalculable conBequenoe& 
Tou are in a land There the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
little known, where those who know it make use of it 
for personal advancement. You now live among people 
whose conversation is [vaotioally pagan, whose example 
tends to dangerous things. You will find yourself sur- 
rounded by everything calculated to indulge the senses 
and awaken dormant passions : it wUl require great grace 
and great faith to withstand such impressions. The dust 
of evil which prevails at Court is enough to cloud the 
clearest and most obvious convictions. A very short 
time suffices to make familiar mftitimR seem exaggerated, 
however confident of them you might be when you 
thoi^ht of them at the foot of the Cross — to make the 
most evident obligations doubtful or impractioaUe ; a 
thousand occasions will arise when even prudence or 
charity seem to bid you go with the stream. But it is 
' a Btrai^ condition for a Chiistian— especially for ■ a 
priest — to be bound to make terms with the devil In 
truth, Monfdeur, yours is a dangerous position ; it must 
be candidly acknowle<^i;ed that it will be difficult to 
remfun steadfast in it, that you will need the highest 
principles to sustain you. 

"If ever you needed study and meditation on the 
Bible, it is now; imtil now you have looked to it to 
Btrei^hen you with the Truth, and inspire you with 
good thot:^hts, now you will need it to banish evil ones 
and shield you from lies. 
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" AboTo all else think oonatantly of death, Then all 
the glory of the vorld must Tanish like a dream, when 
eTerytfaing jou cherish slips away. Doubtless your 
Mends will reassure yon on the plea that you did not 
seek this post, and that is a support and one of Ood's 
mercies to yon. But you must not hold to it too much ; 
one is more respomable than appears : it is not often that 
eleTation is mncerely shumied and feared ; it is rare to 
find any one who has reached that degree of regeneration. 
There are some who make no effort for adTancoment, 
but nevertheless remove such obstacles as might hinder 
it. They do not curry favour with the influential, but 
they are not adverse to making the best impression ; it is 
the little hiunon self-revelations that often win advance- 
ment, and thus no man may feel tiiat be had no part in 
his own promotion. Exhibitions of wit, though they may 
be almost tmooosoious, are to be shunned ; it is better to 
crush them beneath contrition and humility of heart. 

" You will pwhapB esteem my letter somewhat over 
free and over long; it may seem a misplaced sermon 
rather than an apt otrngratulatioQ. I should be more brief 
and less outspoken if I were not so eager for your wel&re. 
If there be anything in my letter less tespeotful than is 
fitting, refer it to the fulness of a heart deeply stirred 
for your true intermts. After so many finished compli- 
ments as yon will have received, you have enoim;h to 
counterbalance my plain-speakii^." ' 

The warning was scarcely needed, for the attractions of 
that brilliant world did not dazzle F^nelon ; but assuredly 
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it vaa not resented, and may have set him on his guard 
against some of the spiritual perils which haunted the 
imagination of the irriter. To M, Trocson VersailleB 
appeared as a battlefield from which the best-equipped 
of warriors oould hardly hope to escape unharmed. But 
the dangers whioh awaited F^nelon at Court were of a 
different nature from thow his old director pictured ; his 
new office proved the rain instead of the foundation of 
his fortunes, and there was deeper reason than he knew 
for H. IVonson's warning — written at a moment when all 
the world was greeting him with h^-enTious applause 
— " In truth. Monsieur, youis is a dai^;erous position I " 
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CHAPTER II 

LOUIS. DUKE OF BtTBGUHDT 

TisJOjos'a pupil, who nov became the alMorbing interest 
of his life, was a child of a most remarkable type. His 
father — the Dauphin — was slow and phl^matic, weak of 
will and purpose, in every dotui a contrast to the King ; 
but the younger louia promised a reproduction of some 
of the KiyBX qualities. He was precocious horn his cradle, 
and at seven yean old — the age he had reached when 
F^nelon undertook his new office — he was pronounced by 
his gOTcmora to be utterly unmanageable. His royal 
tnrth and the prospect of his magnificent inheritance 
loomed so large in his outlook upon life that every claim 
of deference and obedience was dwarfed by the consoious- 
ness of his own importance ; he made no effort to govern 
his passionate temper, and when crossed would rage like 
a wild beast. 

"He was so impetuous as to demre to break the 
clocks when they struck the hour summoning him to do 
something he did not like, and fell into the most extra- 
ordinary fury agunst the rain when it interfered with his 
desires. Opposition threw him into a passion, as I have 
often been a witness in his early childhood." This is the 
testimony of Sunt-Simon — not the most venwnous of 
chioniolers, but one who possessed the faculty of graafnng 
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the salient features of a character and oonveying an im- 
ipnaaon which is vivid, even if it be exaggerated. 

The prince's intellectual faculties were as stroi^lj 
developed aa his faults, but his keen wit and quickness of 
understanding increased the apprehensions of those who 
watched his infancy and attempted to forecast a manhood 
so momentous to the fate of France. An influence such 
aa F^nelon's was sorely needed, and he devoted himself 
entirely to the task of controlling his turbulent charge. 

The first results of his efforts were evident in a few 
weeks. The personal charm that gave him so close a hold 
on the hearts and minds of all wit^ whom he came in 
contact was not lost on Louis, and he yielded to influence 
when he would have rebelled at discipline. Hitherto he 
had been absorbed in himself as the future King of 
France, the jaincipal object of thought in the minds of 
those about him — a personage whose whims and iancies 
must be treated with consideration ; but now he met with 
one who was no king, nor held any prospect of kingship, 
who had no wealth, neither military or poUtical reputation, 
but who, nevertheless, was so incontestably above himself, 
that the glories of his royalty seemed to fade before his 
puzzled vision, and he was forced to recognise that life held 
higher things than the grandeur of his future heritage. 

F^nelon imderstood the extreme di£Sculty of the task 
he had undertaken, and he threw himself into it imre- 
servedly. His lettffl^ testify that be adhered punctiliously 
to his duty to the prince at the risk of offending his 
closest friends, and at first he would permit himself no 
distractions, for his method was one of constant individual 
attention. It was, indeed, necessary that he should 
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acquire the most intimate knowledge of the oharacter 
on which he had to work, whioh, though the child was 
only seven, absorbed all bis powers of spnpathy and 
intuition, for the gravity of the prince's &ults demanded 
correction, whioh his position rendered difiScult F^elon 
was rewarded by winning the love and confidence, without 
which all his efforts would have been iiseless, and thus 
gave the strongest proof of the wisdom of his methods. 
When Louis yielded to the transports of passion that had 
darkened his in&ncy, his attendants were bidden to serve 
him in absolute ulenoe, to ignore him entirely, or listen 
to him with the pitying deference accorded to the raving 
of delirium. Such a course was the destruction of his 
self-complacency; he ceased to £nd relief in swearing 
when his hearers ceased to be disconcerted by his abuse, 
and, beii^ left to reflect on the situation in solitude, he 
saw himself for the first time as others saw him. F^elon 
had studied childhood, and knew how deeply rooted is a 
child's fear of ridicule ; in the prince it was exaggerated 
by his abnormal vanity, and a ^stem whioh showed him 
how he d^aded himself and lost all shadow of dignity 
when he lost self-control was the sorest to produce a 
radical reform. The &bles F^nelon wrote for his pupil 
are a further development of the same plan; they are 
almost fJl personal, the identity of the hero being very 
thinly veiled, and their chief point the contrast between 
what he n%ht have been and what he was. In spite of 
their graoes of expression and fancy, they can hardly have 
been pleasant reading to the little prince ; but their author 
had won his heart, and thenceforth might mould him as 
he would. 
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There are still two pledges of his childish repentance 
in existence, testi^ring to the difficulty with which his 
&ults vere conquered. 

" I promise, on mj word as a prince, to H. I'Abb^ de 
F^nelon, to do what he tells me immediately, and to obey 
him directly he forbids me to do anything ; and if I break 
it I accept any kind of punishment and disgrace. Deli- 
vered at Versailles, November 29, 1689. Signed, Louis." 

This ptonuse, in spite of the word of a prince, was 
probably broken, for many months later he enters on 
another engagement, pathetic in its brevity. 

"Louis, who promises afresh to keep my promise 
better. This 20th of September. I beseech M. de F^e- 
lon to take it again." 

Even at this later time he was but eight years 
old, and already the shadow of exf^;gerated gravity was 
upon him. Probably his serious responsibility towards a 
child who would be the future kii^ influenced F^nelon, 
and he cannot have foreseen the disporation towards 
melancholy that became the failing of his later life. 
The child loved him passitmately (be was intense in 
all thii^ a oharacteristio which was the cause of 
sufTerii^ all his life, and especially while the evil in- 
clinations of his early years were still unconquered), 
and when the spell of Ftoelon's personality fell on him, 
chai^png him almost magically, the new self came into 
violent conflict with the curiously preco<uou8 depravity 
of the old, and years which should be peaoeful were 
passed by him in a series of desperate struggles. Such 
a result was inevitable. F&ielon ruled his own actions 
on a system of self-sacrificing piety which was the prao- 
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taoal exptOBsion of his teaching; it vaa his deliberate 
opinion that a law of self-denial and self-restraint is the 
best lav for a man's life, that in obedience to it — and by 
no other method — a man may learn to imitate his Master, 
and so fulfil the purpose for which his life was ^ven 
him. He believed that such a doctrine was the best for 
all alike, and he impressed it on his pupil. In giving 
him his own view, he was giving him what he esteemed 
the best ; but he himself hod Dot been surrounded from 
his cradle by the temptations of the flesh and the devil 
in their most insidious form, and could scarcely realise 
how heavy a demand was made by the practical religion 
of Saint-Sulpioe on the grandson of Louis XIT. It was 
natoial that there should be occasional reactions, but 
the little prince found F^nelon more severe . than a 
child of lower d^free would have done ; he had deter- 
mined never to Btoop to conciliation, but to rely en- 
tirely on the ascoidancy he had won at his first coming 
to Versailles, and he would not deviate from this rule. 

It was Louis's instinot to prize royal blood and r^al 
dignity above all things; F^elon had been the first to 
suggest^ to him that his royal^ would not help him in 
the realities of life, and sometimes his old traditions 
came uppermost i^fain. It is recorded that on one oc- 
casion he refused to obey an order, excluming, " No, no, 
sir ; I remember who I am and who you are 1 " 

It was impossible to pass over suoh a speech and 
maintain authority. F^nelon waited till the storm was 
passed and the prince had r^funed his reason, but before 
the routine of the following day had b^un he went to 
his room and described his view of their relative pou- 
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tions with great clearness. In case, hoverer, said he, 
Monse^^eur de Bourgt^e had reoeiTed the impres- 
non that he valued his post in the royal household 
very highly, it was his intention to aooompany him to 
the King and ask his Majesty to choose some other 
person more competent for such a charge. This was 
no idle threat, for F^elon had always been determined 
to resign the tutorship directly he felt himself to be 
failing in it, and the prince was obliged to weigh his 
pride against his love. His love was proved the greater; 
life had been different since F^elon came into it, and 
no sacrifice of his vanity was too galling, no ple(^ " on 
the word of a prince" too coniprehensive, if he might 
cancel his offence and keep his friend. For a day he 
was left in suspense as to the result; it was neoessaiy 
that he should receive a lesson that ho would remember ; 
but his remorse was ^cere, Mme. de Maintenon intw- 
ceded for him, and Ftoelon consented to renuun at 
Court.' Those were days when religion was the foshion. 
There was much profea»on and outward appearance of 
it, and the austere life of Mme. de Mwntenon was 
imitated by all who desired &vour; but a religion 
which was a matter of policy did not satisfy F^elon, 
and the King had no true knowledge of him when he 
sanctioned his appointment to the Court. The priests 
of the period were constantly attempting to prove the 
possibility of serving two masters; but F^elon had no 
such amtntion, and although he recognised Uiat it was 
well for the heir of France to be learned, courtly, and 
efficient in all manly accomplishments, he believed it 

> BaMSiMon Memoirs, toL tOL 
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to be infinitely better tliAt he should be religiouB. 
Therefore he attempted to train the passionate child 
who vas given into his ohaige to habits of self-draual 
and self- control as rigorous as those of the future 
priests at Saint^ul[nce ; and when the master himself 
was banished from him, the prince dung to his masters 
teaohii^, for F^nelon had studied him with limitless 
devotion, tryii^ to realise every fact of his position, to 
foTMtall temptation and nourish better instincts, so that 
there was no harshness in the rigour of his discipline. 

He gave five years of his life entirely to the royal 
children and the routine of their schoolroom duties. It 
seems a strange lot for a man of F^elon'a gifts and 
attainments; but be accepted it as a worthy one, and 
those five years are important in his history. M. de 
Louville, in a memoir (1696), describes the training 
appointed for the princes in graphic detail, and during 
those five years the life of F^elon was merged in theirs. 

" They lived plainly," he s^d, " being only allowed dry 
bread in the morning, but as much as they liked of the 
simple food served them at dinner and at supper. They 
kept Lent more or less according to their age, Mon- 
se^eur de Bourgogne having begun to observe it 
scrupulously. As for their other rules, no citizen of 
Paris would risk such a system. They wear nothing on 
their heads even when ridii^ or when it runs. They go 
oat daily, whatever may be the weather, and ti^e violent 
exercise, sometimes, when at Fontainebleau, remaining 
out the whole day. 

" The hardening system is due to M. de BeauviUiers, 
who believes that on infirm prince is useless, especially 
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in Franoe, vhere he is called upon to lead bis armj. So 
far it has succeeded admirably. 

" They rise at 7.45 and go to Mass, then to the levee 
of the Dauphin for a moment, then to the King, remain- 
ing till 9.30. From 10 to 12 they study. They then 
dine tc^Uier, and amuse themselves in their own apart- 
ments till 2.45. In summ^ they study till 5 ; in winter 
they spend the some time out of doors. At 8 they sup, 
and afterwards play at indoor games till about 9. 

" They go out U^ther, and three or four yoimg lords 
with them ; but tbey are alone the rest of the day. They 
are forbidden to whisper to each other, hut must always 
speak out to every one. 

" On Sundays and fSte-days their lessons are reli^ous, 
but tbey keep the same hours. At Fonttunebleau they 
have some degree of holidays. M. de F^elon has a 
horror of pedantry, and dwells chiefly on the study of 
politics, history, and military tactics. The object is to 
teach them everything that is beautiful and curious and 
useful in all arts and sciences, but nothing to be special- 
ised, a definite pursuit being regarded as unworthy and 
ridiculous in a prince. 

"Monseigneur de Bourgogne had to work harder 
than the otheni. Histories were drawn up for him, and 
he was required to join in discussions on the policy of 
foreign rulers and of the earlier French kings. He had 
an extraordinary memory for dates and chronology. 

" They were ptmisbed rigorously, being sent to bed or 
kept indoors, but never whipped. They never required 
punishment over their lessons." ^ 

> Corrttpondonae dt FindoK, iL 31. 
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M. de Louville was equerry to M. d'Anjou, the second 
son of the Dauphin, who aftorwards became Philip V. of 
Spain; and F^elon had given much thot:^ht to the 
character of the joui^er prince, although the Duo de 
Bourgogne was his primary charge. It was not their 
royal blood which gave these children such importance 
in his eyes, but the immenfflty of the power which would 
one day be entrusted to them ; and this thought beii^ pre* 
sent with him constantly made his life a perpetual strain 
to do the best for them that was possible. From the 
statement of M. de Louville it would seem that familiar 
fellowship between the brothers was not encoun^ed ; but 
this was probably the result of Mme. de Mfdntenon's 
influence. F^nelon was disposed to cherish family life 
whenever possible, and, in the case of the Due de Bour- 
g(^e it would have been especially salutary, for it was 
difBoult in his early days of arrogance to induce him to 
admit his brothers to any kind of equality. He termed 
them " the children," though the difTerenoe in age was 
slight, and, while exalting them above the level of 
ordinary humanity, placed them on a far lower plime 
than himself It is said that FhUip took delight in 
irritating him when, under the influence of F^nelon, he 
was endeavouring to control his temper; and there is 
never a hint of any love between them, or of any effort 
to foster such a sentiment. From first to last, indeed, 
the life of Louis was curiously isolated and loveless ; he 
spent it groping after an ideal of kingship — an ideal 
which was rather the dream of a priest than the worthy 
hero of a loyal people — and so missed his grasp on 
happiness. He never had the opportunity of proving 
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Uiat hifl ideal vas piaotioal ; uul Philip not beii^; imbued 
mth F^neloa's opimona, his suocesuon to ibe crown of 
Spain is of little importance vith reference to his tutor. 
F^elon had not devoted as much attention to the 
Tomiger brother; but when he was Bevered from the 
Court, and had no further recognised link to the princes, 
he made one effort to span the gulf that divided the 
isolation of Cambrai from the regal glories of Madrid. 
He vrote to M. de Louville in October 1701, and his 
letter proves how much anxious reflection he had given 
to the prospects of the joung king. There is no eztra- 
vf^ant eulc^ of his character; he had found in it a 
foundation of good feeling, but much depended on the 
tact of those about him. It was inevitable that he 
should be surrounded by flatterers, imd he was unusually 
susceptible to flattery — so much so that F^nelon com- 
pares his probable condition to that of M. Jourdain 
disponing fees to those who paid him compliments, in 
blissful ignorance of the comieotion between the avarice 
and the admiration of his companions. But, though he 
could smile over his weaknesses, he was sincerely in- 
terested in Philip ; it was no cant when he said that he 
prayed for him daily, and he is eager to ^ve M. de 
liouville the benefit of his reflections and experience. 

" From his childhood," he wrote, " he has had a h^h 
sense of honour and great courage. He requires courage 
other than that of a soldier as a defence against in- 
triguing miniEters, indiscreet favourites, and women who 
desire to be royal mistresses. He requires it in face of 
flattery, of amusement and self-indulgence, in work and 
in failure, in misrepresentation, and to confront impor- 
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tunity 80 as to refuse without impatience or discourtesy. 
The conrage of warfare, albeit more brilliant, is far inferior 
to that required for the whole of life and for every 
hour," ' The letter is interesting, as shoving how deeply 
he had entered into the circumstances and temptations 
of royalty, and when he proceeds to give M, de Louville 
advice as to his conduct lq a position of which he had 
some personal experience, he reveals his personal know- 
ledge of the dangers that attend upon a oourtier, 

M, de Louville was in an tmusually difficult position 
at the Court of Madrid, for the Spaniards regarded him 
with susjHcion and jealousy, F4neIon preached silence 
as a saf^uard against intr^e, and the most scrupulous 
honesty when silence must be broken. No one of his 
enemies had OTer, in fact, been able to rake up so much 
as a suspicion of his probity during the seven years he 
passed at Court ; but his standard made severe demands 
on impecunious ofBce-holders, for he himself was plunged 
every year more deeply in financial embarrassment, and 
would seek no compensation in the form of benefits to 
confer upon his frienda 

" Tou will easily understand that I come to Court 
with no claim for myself or my &mily," he wrote to 
M. de Noailles in 1690; "such esteem as is extended to 
me is only founded on the belief that I am looking for 
no interest,"' 

He never wavered from this resolution, and only ui^^ 
upon othera what he was praotinng himself ; but doubtless 
the fact of his profesaon was a support to him, and h» 

> Oorrttpondanee dt Fiction, S. 63, Oatober 1701, 
■ Ibid^ a. 14. 



id By Google 



50 F^NELON 

had few true foUowers on so steep and unfruitful a path 
of virtue. 

At twelve years old, in 1 696, M. de Boulogne vas 
considered to be approaching manhood, ajid was betrothed 
to a daughter of the Duke of Savoj, an arrangement that 
ended a long and disastrous war. To F^elon it was an 
important year, as being that in which he prepared his 
pupil for his first Commimion — the most serious epoch in 
the developmeot of life. In the pseudo-religious atmos- 
phere of the Court tmder Mme. de Maintenon, much 
outward recognition was bestowed upon it, prayws were 
offered for the spiritual welfare of the prince in every 
church in Paris, and there was much talk and discussion 
on the condition of his souL 

The boy himself went into retreat some days before 
the event, and, by his conduct then and afterwards, 
jnroved how deep a hold the teaching of. his tutor had 
taken upon him. Had he held any other position in 
life, F4nelon might have made a priest of him, for, by 
means of his own personal charm, he had led the prince 
to such a realisation of the power of religion that no 
after influence ever obliterated it. Thus he had accom- 
plished the great purpose of his coming to Court, and it 
must have been a consolation to him amid the clouds 
of anxiety that were already shadowing his life. A. year 
earUer, in 1695, the See of Cambrai had been conferred 
upon him. He demurred at taking it, not being able 
to reconcile his idea of his duty to the princes with the 
necessary labours of his new office ; but the King in^ted, 
and his hiends were confident in their expectation of seeing 
him enrolled among the cardinals in the near future. 
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He seems to have g^ven more thought to the arrange' 
ment of his double duties than to any anticipation of 
coming honours. He irrote die smallest details to the 
Ahb4 Flenty from Cambnd, giving ezhaustire and elar 
borate directions for the instruction of the Duo de 
Bourgogno, and naming the books — mainly historical — ■ 
to be studied in his absence. The prince's letters to him 
are charming in their mmpUcity. The foUoiring might, 
Tith the exception of the final passive, have been 
written by a schoolboy of to-day. 

" FOBTAINIBLBAU, October 23, 1696. 
" My cold is much better, even quite done with ; I 
have been going out the last two days. We have had 
horrid weather till then, almost constant rain. We return 
to Versiulles the day after to-morrow, and I shall go back 
to my usual ways, interrupted a Uttle by this ilhiess. 
When I left Tersaill« the canary had ceased to moult 
and begun to sing f^ain. I have finished the ' History 
of Frauds L' and am jn the middle of the Fourth Book 
of Tacitus. I hope to finish in three weeks. I deore to 
see you i^ain very soon, and in good health. Till then, 
I beseech you be well assured of my love for you. Do 
not foiget to write to me now and then: your letters 
always give me pleasure." ' 

It is pleasant to think that F^elon — already be- 
ginning to be involved in the labyrinth of the Quietism 
controversy — was interested in these items of informa^n, 
and had thoughts to spare for the moultii^ canary bird ; 

x dit Findon, i. 13. 
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but the completeness of his sympathj made him the 
greater loss to his pupil when the time for parting oaoae. 

F^elon's promotion was, in fact, his ruin, not only 
because it made him enemies amoi^ those who were less 
fortunate, but because the opinions of the Archbishop of 
Cambru were criticised when those of the simple abb^ 
might pass unnoticed. He had never sought after the 
f&TOur with the King whioh would have secured his 
position at any crisis, and therefore he fell an easy prey 
to the machinations of intriguing rivals, tiie first result 
of the Quietism slanders being his banishment from Court 
and complete severance from the prince. 

It was natural that the King should not entrust his 
grandson to the care of a priest suspected of heresy. But 
his precautions came too late ; he could not break the 
chain of deep affection that bound them together, and 
the records of F^nelon's sojourn at Cambrai prove how 
large a part he played in the life of the Due de Boutgogne. 
Nevertheless, the most prosperous and hopeful period of 
his life was over ; the years at Ve»ailles bad been sunny 
ones, in spite of his subsequent protestations that he 
had no desire to return to Court, and those that ensued 
were full of mortification and disappointment. That he 
cherished the memory of Versailles is proved by the fact 
that after fifteen years he could write as detfdled and 
graphic a description of his pupil as if he had only just 
been deprived of office. On the death of the prince he was 
called upon by P^re Martineau to search the storehouse of 
his recollections, and though the shock and pain of that un- 
looked-for loss had shaken him, he did not shrink from the 
melancholy task, but despatched the following response : — 
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"Cakbbai, November 14, I7i3.i 
" I shall be only too glad if I can send you anyttiing 
worthy of your great subject ; but it is so long now since 
I was separated &om the prince, that I can bear no witness 
to ihe doings of his riper age. ... Of his childhood I can, 
at least, asstire you that I always found him open and 
sincere, so much so that one only needed to ask him to 
discoTer his misdeeds. One day he was in a very bad 
temper, and in his anger dewied to conceal that he had 
disobeyed. I urged him to speak the truth before God. 
He fell into a great pas»on, excltuming : * Why do you 
ask me before God T As you have asked me thus I 
cannot deny that I have done such and such a thing.' 
He was beside himself with anger, nevertheless religion 
had sufficient power to force a humiliating confession from 
him. We never corrected him unless it was absolutely 
necessary, and only then with much discretion. As soon 
as his excitement was passed he would come to whoever 
had rebuked him, acknowledge his fault, make it up with 
them, and bear no ill-will to them afterwards. I have 
often known him say — when he might speak freely — 
' I am leaving the Duke of Burgundy outside the door, 
with you I am only little Louis.' This was when he was 
nine years old. 

" Whenever he wished to talk on subjects that wotild 
instruct him, I gave up lessons at once. This happened 
often. We came hack to lessons very easily, for he was 
fond of them, and I wished him to be fond of seumble 
conversation also, to make him sociable and ready to get 
a knowledge of people in society. The progress that 
> CbrreqiMMJiuwe de findon. It. 30S. 



id By Google 



54 FENELON 

he made during these ooDTersations in literary, political, 
and metaphysical subjects was evident ... By such 
treatment his temper grew sveeter; he became gentle, 
good-natured, and merry : he delighted every one. He 
-was no longer arrogant, and found better amusements 
than the children's games, wherein he so often lost his 
temper. I have never known him care about praise ; he 
took no notice at first, and if this was observed would 
say simply that he knew his faults too well to accept 
praise. He has often told me that he should remember 
the pleasure he found in uninterrupted study all his life. 
He oared so much for the things he desred to learn that 
I have known him ask to be read to durii^; his meals 
and dressing. Moreover, I have never known a child so 
young listen to the gems of poetry and oratory with such 
appreciation. He grasped the most abstract ideas with 
ease. If he saw me doing anything for him, he would set 
to work to do it in the same way, not waiting to be told 
to do so. Except when he gave way to his temper, I 
have always found him very reasonable, his judgment 
being grounded on the pure maxims of the QospeL He 
had a Mendly r^^ard for a certain number of worldly 
people whom he considered deservii^ of it, but he re- 
served his confidence for those who were honestly 
rdigious. One oould not tell him of faults in himself 
that he did not recognise and acknowledge, and he would 
listen gratefully. I have never known any one to whom 
one could tell the plainest of home truths with bo little 
risk of offending; I have had extraordinary experience 
of this. 

" With, years, and experience of things and people, and 
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a pomtion of authority, lie acquired a strength in vhioh 
he -was Bomeirhat Uoking formerly. OouBtant occupa- 
tion diverted him from trifling pleasuree, and gave him a 
d^nity of which his nature was always capable. If it 
seemed to him that the interests of religion, of justice, of 
honour, truth, or commercial int^rity were concerned, he 
took his stand with a firmness that could not be assailed. 
"These are all the outlines that I can remember, 
should more come back to me I will write them to you." 

Among the records of the time, many shades of opi- 
nion r^;arding the Quietism controversy are presented 
to us ; but there is no means of knowing what form it 
took in the eyes of the young Duke of Burgundy. In 
after years he was zealous in arranging ecclesiastical dis- 
putes; but this must have been a v^ue and shadowy 
enigma to him, and a thing to be resented for the loss 
and sorrow that it brought him. His love for F^nelon 
was far deeper than mere boyish admiration, as he proved 
by the faithfulness of a lifetime, and all that Quietism 
can have meant to him was the banishment of F^nelon 
to Cambrai. Outwardly the separation was absolute, 
and after seven years of the closest intimacy with so 
marvellous a personality, the prince was left to prove, 
unsupported, the value of the training and example that 
had led him from a repulsive unmanageable childhood to 
youth of unusual promise. 

The King's methods were sweeping : F^nelon offended 
him, and straightway all the friends of the offender were 
included in the ban of his displeasure. H. de BeauvilliOTs 
himself was within an ace of losing his post as governor ■ 
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it was only the Trorth of his wisdom and int^rity — quali- 
ties which had been proved and tested repeatedly — that 
saved hun. All who corresponded with F^eloa were in 
dai^^ of sharing his fate, and those who braved it were 
forced to convey their letters surreptitiously, and veil the 
names in cipher. Fenelon was thus deprived of all pos- 
sibihty of giving further direction in the training on 
which he had concentrated all his best powers for seven 
years ; but, while he accepted his fate with proud resig- 
nation, his interest and anxiety remained undiminished. 

" I am sorry never to see you, my dear Duke," he 
wrote to M. de Beauvilliers towards the end of 1699, 
" you and the duchess and a very few other Mends. As 
for everything else I am glad to be well away from it all ; 
I sing the song of deliverance, and nothing would cost 
me more than to take it up Bgaxa. 

" I must love M. le Due de Boui^ogne in spite of his 
worst faults. I beseech you to let nothing lessen your 
friendship for him; let it be dimiterested friendship, 
rooted in faith ; it is your part to nourish him — pain- 
fully — till Christ be formed in him. Encomrage without 
flattering him, instruct without wearjning him, concen- 
trating yourself upon the chances and opportunities given 
by Providence, which must be used faithfully. Tell him 
such truths as you must needs tell him, but shortly, 
gently, wiUt respect and tenderness. It is providential 
that he does not respond to those who seek your un- 
doing. In the name of God you must not lose him. 
He must feel that your heart is oprai towards him as a 
harbour in the storm should he fall into any great sin." ' 

' Oorrttpondanci dM Kndon, i. 31. 
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It is curious to see how his heart wanns to his sub- 
ject as he writes, how he jeams over the boy who had so 
loDg been the chief objeot of his thoughts, so that it is a 
little diffictilt to believe in that song of deliverance which 
he endeavoured to raise in the solitude of Gunbrai. The 
prince was not unworthy: four years of boyhood give 
time for much fo^tfulness, to one of his d^ree the 
world was more than ordinarily iiiU of new interests and 
experiences, and its claim on him was continually antago- 
nistic to the teaching of that voice which was never to 
be heard again in Paris or Versailles ; nevertheless, after 
four years he snatched at the first chance of conmiunica- 
tioD, and could write to Cambria thus : — 

" Ybbsuixkb, J>sotmbtr aa, 1701. 
" At length, my dear Archbishop, I have a chance of 
breaking a four years' silence. I have suffered much in 
that time, but nothing that hurt me more than the impos- 
nbility of celling you all that I felt for you. Your mis- 
fortunes have made my love the wanner instead of chilling 
it. I think with delight of a time when I shall see you 
again, but I fear that time is still a long way off. It 
must be left to the will of God, of whose mercy I am 
ever finding fresh proof. I have forsaken Him many 
times since I saw you, but He has always recalled ine to 
Him, and, thanks be to God, I have not been deaf to His 
voice. For some little time I have seemed to hold more 
firmly to the right way. Ask Him to give me grace to 
ocmfirm my resolutions and not let me be i^ain His 
adversary, but to teach me Himself to follow His holy 
will in all things. 
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"I still continue to study alone — for the last two 
years I have not done so r^ularly — and I love it more 
than ever ; I care most for metaphysics and morals, 
and un never Treary of working at them. I have done 
some writing which I wish I might send you that you 
might correct it as you used to correct my exercises. 
What I am writing is disconnected, but that does not 
signify. 

" I cannot tell you here how I loathe the treatment 
you have received, but one must accept the will of Qod^ 
and believe it is all for our good. Do not show this 
letter to any one except M. I'Abb^ de Langeron, if he is 
at Cambru ; I am confident of his secrecy — and remem- 
ber me to him, assuring him that separation does not 
lessen my love for him. Do not make me any answer 
unless by very safe means, imd enclosing your letter to 
M. de Beauvilliers ; I have oonfideuoe in him only, know- 
ing how disastroos it would be to bim if it were known." ^ 

If this had been written during F^nelon's temporary 
absence &om Versailles it would not be especially remark- 
able ; but after four years, during which there had been 
no lack of voioes to whisper every rumour injurious to 
his reputation, he must have been astonished and over- 
joyed to find the prince opening his heart to him as 
freely as of yore. To him, perhaps, the sadness of the 
letter was no cause for regret : he was glad to know that 
the allurements of the world had not taken a strong hold 
upon Louis ; but when we remember that the prince 
was but eighteen, it seems unnatural that he should have 

' Corrtipondanec dt FinAm, L 33. 



id By Google 



LOUIS, DUKE OF BURGUNDY 59 

diflooTered the emptiueas of his great inheritance, of 
his favour with the King, &nd the tmlimited poasibilities 
that lay before him, so early. F^elon had desired to 
impress upon him the nu^itude of his respocmbilities, 
and he did his work too thoroughly for the prince's 
happiness. The natural instincts of youth were in pw- 
petual oonfliot with aspirations after holiness, and the 
prince had not the buoyancy of spirit required to support 
BO perpetual a strain. Contemporary memoirs de|uct him 
exaggerated and injudicious in his piety, but those who 
judged him were apt to forget how prematurely he was 
deprived of the friend who might have guided him. He 
must have had many terrible moments to live through 
whrai he was left alone, with the memory of the exhor- 
tations and example of an ascetic such as F^nelon as 
his sole defence against the temptations of the regal 
glories of Versailles. 

" I have suffered much in that time," he wrote after 
four years, and in the years that followed he did not 
cease to suffer. F^nelon watched his career with ei^^ 
anxiety, noting and deploring his failings, but never 
diminishing his love, for he was able to understand the 
infinite difficulty attendant on the poedtion of the prince, 
and to make allowance for his lapse from the ideal that 
he professed to cherish. The prince's professions in his 
letters to F^nelon are indeed very difficult to reooncUe 
with his way of life when he was first emei^ing from his 
state of tutela^. Yet, in all likelihood, he was no hypo- 
crite; the impression of F^nelon's teaching had gone 
deep, and when the thought of his master was foremost 
in his mind, he was agfun possessed with those aspirations 
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after piety and self-renaDciation vliioh had been the 
Balvation of his childish character. The reverse of the 
lecture, as described by contemporary diarists, vas aknost 
an inevitable derelopment; with good reason may it 
be said that princes shoidd put a special fervour in the 
prayer of every Christian, " Lead us not into temptatioD," 
for their temptations are more presui^, more ubiquitous, 
than those of other men. Self-indulgence was expected, 
abnost demanded, of the Duke of Burgundy ; every day 
in the years of his early manhood iras g^ven up to a 
round of futile trilling that conferred no benefit upon 
himself or others. It was enough for him to be the 
.Duke of Bui^^dy, the heir-presumptive of the Qreat 
Monarch — humanity could ask no further effort from him ; 
such was the point of view impressed upon him by the 
younger courtiers, and a youthful love of ease made its 
acceptance easy. For a time he followed in the footsteps 
of his father, and shared in his pursuits. He passed 
from Fontfunebleau to VersaiUes, from Versailles to Marly, 
as the King directed. He gave entertainments and 
attended them ; he devised costumes for the masked 
balls which were the chief delight of the young duchess ; 
he hunted hares and deer and wolves with the packs 
that were always kept at the disposal of the princes. 
These things in themselves were innocent enough, but 
they were not worthy of the character on which de Beau- 
villiers, de Chevreuse, and F^nelon were resting all their 
hopes for the future of the nation. 

The spirit of gambling was among the most disastrous 
influences in the Court of Louis XIV. It had not yet 
undermined society to the same degree as under the 
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Begent a few years later ; but it -was espeoiallj prevalent 
among the princes of the blood-royal, and the Duke of 
Burgundy did not escape tJio infection. Dangeau — the 
most detfuled of Court chroniclers — bears witness to the 
hold it took upon him, not as a matter of r^et, but 
rather as evidence that he was taking his natural place at 
Court. 

" Tustday, March 4, 1 700, 4 Harly, — Monseigneur and 
Monseigneur le Duo de Bourgi^ne played the whole day, 
and went together to hear the music in the evening, as 
usuaL"^ 

Such an entry as that — and they are of very fre- 
quent occurrence — tells its own tale. Monseigneur le Duo 
de Bourgogne was in dat^j^er of foigetting that there was 
a higher power in the world than that of Louis XIT., or a 
higher ambition than that of being King of France. His 
grandfather had ^ven way to frivolous tastes and self- 
indulgent habits all his life, and had learnt to regard 
them B8 the fitting attributes of royalty. He was pleased 
when the young prince evinced the same desires. " Mon- 
se^eur le due de Botngc^e a few days ago asked the 
King for money. The King gave him more than he 
asked for, and in giving it said that he did it with the 
utmost pleasure, because he asked him directly instead of 
approaching him through any one else, that he should 
always act with the same confidence, and that he might 
always play without anxiety, that he should never want 
for money, and that losses were of no importance to such 
as he." * It must be acknowledged that the testimony of 

» Ibid., tIL, TcnaillM, May 15, 170a 
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these doily cbroniolerB of the Coort is sufSoient to explain 
the abortcomiiigs and inoonsisteDoies of the joung prince, 
viUiout convicting him of intentional hypocrisy, and his 
failure vas only temporary. A year or two later the 
claim of religion had once more become paramount, and 
the austerity of his private life'iras so marked as to 
be offensive to the King. It would appear that the right 
mean between asceticism and indulgence was beyond bis 
reach, and the oonfliot was severe ; but, though Uiere was 
much to darken his experience of the world, there is one 
bright and pleasant side Uiat should not be omitted in 
any attempt to picture his position. Before Fusion left 
him he had married the Prinoess of Savoy, and every 
softening influence in his life was due to her. The Eii^ 
of whom be stood in awe was arn^ant, domineering, 
often contemptible ; but the King who loved and petted 
his child-wife revealed the capabilities of a nature which 
flattery had mined. The glitter and magnificence of the 
royal palaces and the royal hospitality are weaiying until 
the figure of the little duchess appears upon the scene. 
At her touch all doors were opened, at her demand all 
etiquette was put asida She filled the King's carriage 
with her &vourites ; she kept him playing with her long 
after Ids usual hour for retiring ; she was the spirit of every 
festivity, the softening influence in periods of gloom : she 
won a love that had never been accorded to any of the 
King's descendants, and when the duke (her husband) 
was threatened with a dif^^race that endangered the 
dignity of his position, it was she who won for him the 
justice he despaired of, and contrived to share with bim 
the iavova that was hers in so large a measura And 
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although it may bo difficult to rect^nifle the tyrant who 
coerced the Pope and exiled F^elon in the kindly gentle- 
man whom she tonnented and caressed, he was, none the 
less, ,the Great Monarch of Voltaire, the hero of a thou- 
sand myths and chronicles. 

It is due to the little duchess that he stands revealed 
in this unfamiliar aspect. It is due to her that the Duke of 
Burgundy was admitted to the Councils of the State, and 
given the opportunity of proving that the high qualities 
with which he was accredited were his in truth ; and she 
was in addition so far linked with every etyoyment, not 
only of the King's, but of all those surrounding him, 
that, when she died, it was mournfully admitted that 
the Court had lost its gaiety for ever. 
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MADAME DB MAINTENON 

DuRiNQ the eight years that F^nelon was tutor to the 
Duke of Bui^pmdy he lived among the celebrated ^ures 
of the Court of the Great King, in the gay aud brilliant 
world which countless memoirs have depicted. Thus, as 
has been intimated already, he oame in contact with one 
who may take rank among the strange phenomena of 
history, and whose life — although, in spite of endless 
records of its details, it remains in some d^ree mys- 
terious — is a proof that the power of personality can 
master every law of custom. 

Mme. de Maintenon was bom in 1636. As Francis 
d'Aubigny — the child of a man of scandalous reputation 
and spendthrift habits — she had a hard battle with the 
world. Her mother was almost penniless, and left her 
dependent upon charitable relatives. She came of a 
Calvinist family, and the tendwost recollections of a 
childhood which contained much rough experience were 
linked with a Colvinist household. Yet at an age when 
convermon was still an easy matter, she was placed in a 
Forifiian convent, and never aftwwards wavered in alle- 
giance to the Church of Rome. She was still only 
seventeen when — to escape the pressure of dependence 
in tiie present and anxiety as to the future — she oon- 
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seated to beoome the wife of Scarron, a writer of comic 
poetry, and the Tictim of a disease which so distorted 
him that he was hardly hunuui in appearanoe. To live 
with him was a lesson in self-repression : he had beoome 
a cripple in the prime of life, with every faculty for 
enjoyment unimpaired ; but he saw a humorous side in 
his own deformities, and ended the groans which pain 
forced from him with a laugh. 

The select and intellectual circle which later welcomed 
F^nelon was beginning then to be a feature in Fariman 
life. Its influence raised the tone of society ; but it led to 
a strange transformation in social laws, for the Hot£I de 
Rambouillet accepted wit and learning as a passport to 
its gatherings at the same time that Scarron, in the 
purlieus of the Quartier du Marais, was discOTering that 
he might mingle the gallants of the Court with his own 
boon companions. The levelling tendency left a marked 
distinction between the two grades of literary society 
nevertheless ; in ths salon of Mme. de Rambouillet fine 
sentiments expressed in high-flown phrases were the surest 
tender for applause, and every luxury was provided for 
the indulgence of taste and sight and hearing. Soarron 
had not the means for open-handed hospitality, but his 
suppers (to which it was said that every guest brought 
his own proviraons) were not lacking in attraction, and the 
Am sometimes became too riotous to suit those who had 
any leaning towards decorum. 

The presence of his wife, young as she was, was a 
oheck upon his guests. She made and held a unique 
poation in the irregular society which centred in her 
new home, and, when Soarron grew too feeble to e^joy it. 
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sk* devoted herself wholly to him in his solitude. Wh«i 
he died, fire yeara after their murriage, she faced the 
iroild again almost as destitute as she had been before 
it; but, although marriage had not saved hw from 
povetty, Mme. Soarron waa in a better plight than 
Francois d'Aubignj: she was welcome at the Hdtel de 
Riohelieu, and had oaught the fancy of Mme. de Serign^, 
and, had she desired it, might have found a home with 
one <» otb^ of her wealthy Mends. She preferred, 
howevOT, to stn^le for independence. Life had many 
good things to offer ; sh« was youi^ and pretty, and as 
attractive to women as to men; she was, moreoreri 
thoughtful and observant, and intelligent aa well as 
vivacious in conversation. 

Society was then at a frivokus stage, but extra- 
Ti^faace waa not its sole distincticu ; a current of rel^ous 
thought mingled with the frivolity, and, periodically, de- 
tached one or two, touching imagination <mly in sonte 
oases, but occasionally somethii^ deeper, so that the 
attractions of Versailles were dimmed, and the favour 
of the King was no loogw the highest go^ for aspiration. 
For those who were irrevocably bound to the Court by 
ties they had not strength to sever, the easy doctrine of 
the Jesuits was welcome ; but in a first reaction austerity 
is more inspiring than indulgence, and the impossibility 
of reconciling ease and pleasure with the sharp rule of 
Fort-Royal attracted many repmtant souls to the subtle- 
ties of Jansenism. 

Pascal's letters appeared about the time of Scarron's 
death, and Bossuet was beginning to preach in Paris. 
Such influences were not long in reaohii^ Mme. Soarron, 
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ior daring her married hSe she had adhered to the ex- 
ternal regnlatioiis which the Church presoribea, and in 
her Btditode directed all her aetiona by the adrice of her 
C(HifeBaor. She had chosen the Abb^ Gobelin for this 
office. He ires a Jesuit, but one of the sererest typej 
hinuelf an example of one of those sadden conversions 
which were the glory of the Church, he was rigid with 
his penitents, and Mme. Soarron complied implicitly 
with his exactions. 

The ofiBce that sared her from destitution is hard to 
reconcile with any ideal of religicai or morality, but it 
opened the door to her extraofdinary fortiine. Her first 
meetii:^ with Mme. de llonteqian waa at the Hfttel 
d'Albret, when the latter was oeletoited only as a beauty 
and a wit, and there was no intimacy between them 
antQ her future rival had won the ruinous &TOur of 
the Kii^. The personality of Mme. Soarron was soffi- 
mmtly remarkaUs to make an impression even in a 
chance meeting, and the £avoarite remembered her when 
she was in need of a trustworthy oonfidanta Mme. 
Searron was required to eonoeal the birth of the ohildrrai. 
of the King and Mme. de Monteapan, and to bring them 
ap in secret. Extreme poverty had almost driven her 
from the Paris that she loved. The glory that surrounded 
Louis JU.V. m» supposed to blind his subjects to hia 
nos, and he laid his command upon her. Nevertheless, 
she obeyed reluctantly, and the reooUcotion of that first 
step towards her future glories must always have been 
repugnant to her. 

But the Jesuit oonfeesors had methods of their own 
for jostdfying oondaot. The Abb^ Gobelin retained the 
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direotioQ of Mmo. Soarron'a consoienoe in spite of her 
questionable office, and later Bossuet joined him in the 
task of persuading her that she was the chosen instru- 
ment for the oonveruon of the King. To understand 
her subsequent poution, it is neceasaij to follov her 
along the path that led to it. She was faithful in all 
she tmdertook : she kept the secret of Mme. de Monte- 
span until it had oeased to be one, and loved the King's 
children as if they had been her ovn. The world had 
buffeted her before her intercourse with the Kii^ began, 
and she was older in years than he. It is not likely 
that the charm which captivated Louise de la Valli^ 
affected her ; but the King's supreme claim on the defer- 
ence and consideration which she had alwa^ coveted 
impressed her, Bossuet may have inspired her with the 
highest motives for opposing Mma de Montespan (whose 
influence on the King was unquestionably evil), but there 
was room in her heart also for ambition, for gratified 
vanity, and, finally, for biumph. 

BoBsuet was a lighteous man, and impatient of the 
loose morality that satisfied his fellows, but he joined 
his powers of reasoning to Mme. Soarron's more subtle 
methods of persuasion to attain the end which each 
desired. " Ko other friend has ever received such care 
and attention from the King," wrote Mme. de Sevign^ 
" I often say that she opens a new world to him, that of 
the intercourse of friendship, easy and unconstrained : 
he seems enchanted with it." 

Mme. de Montespan struggled hard to retun her 
empre, but the combination agunst her was too strong ; 
the religious element, 00 powerful an influence in the 
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complex ohftracter of the King, -was in favour of Mmo. 
Soarron. She concerned herself deeply in hia spiritual 
welfare. "AU schemes are useless," she wrote to a, 
confidentiiJ &iend in 1676; "only Fire la Chaise can 
make them succeed. Twenty times has he joined me in 
deploring the King's shortcomings, but why does he not 
absolutely forbid him the Sacraments. He is satisfied 
with half-conversion. Pfere de la Chaise is a worthy 
man, but the atmosphere of the Court blots the purest 
and softens the severest virtue." Its religious aspect 
only oomjdicates the story of Hme, Scarron's successful 
rivalry : after the King's children had passed out of 
her care she remained at Court in attendance on the 
Baupbine, a post to which her rank gave her no claim, 
and for several years before the death of the Queen the 
King spent hours diuly in her company. Their mar- 
riage, when he was free to marry, is the only explanation 
of her after-life, and Louis XIV. was too proud a man to 
have married her had the slanders on her name been 
true. The Abb6 Gobelin was noted for his strictness, 
and BosBuet's reputation is unaasulable : these two were 
fftpiiliar with every stage of her gradual conquest, and 
the respect with which they treated her increased as her 
position became more established; moreover, the most 
searching scrutiny of envious eyes failed to bring to 
light any proof of former misdoing, and her intimacy 
in youth with Kinon de I'Enclos, and later with Mme. 
de Montespan, is the most serious blemish that affects 
her private character. It may be assumed, therefore, that 
she was the strict moralist she appeared to be, and did 
not owe the asoendukoy she guned over the King to arts 
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Acquired from her Taoquuhed riraL She had fought a 
hard battle with hfe, aad in Timung it had -wtm the 
mastery oTer herseH She had learnt to listen, to be 
silent, to influenoe without showing that she did so, to 
be incapable of passionate affeotion, so that she eould 
calmly repudiate a fiieadship which interfered with her 
ambitioa Thus she escaped the complications that 
hampered others in an intriguing age, and held upcm 
her resolute way armed with the qualities that ooimnand 
suooesa. 

Such was the woman who ruled at Versulles when 
F^nelon came into office there in 1689. She had, pro- 
bably, oonoerted with Bossuet for his appointment, for it 
was not their first meetii^ ; he had ezoited hor interest 
ax years earlier, before his mission to the heretics or his 
literary powers had won him oelebrity. " Tour Abb4 de 
F^elon is very well reoeived," she wrote to Mme. de 
Sunt-O^an ; " but the world does not do him justice. 
He is feared ; he wishes to be loved, and is lovabla" ' 

Bossuet's influence was in F^elon's interest, and Godet 
Desmarais, who succeeded Gkibelin as confessor to Hme. 
de Maintenon, had been his friend and fellow at Siunt- 
Sulpice; but it was not necessary that she shoold be 
prepossessed in farour of one whose purity of character 
could not fail to win her admiration. Even when she 
joined the general outcry i^ainst him, it is plain &om 
her letters that, secretly, she r^;retted his absence from 
Versailles. Saint-Simon declares that he took pains to 
win her, and that the successful part of his career was 
the result of perpetual intrigue. But even if such state- 
■ Deceiabar 10, 1683. 
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ments bore the ftppearanoe of truth, there is Bufficient 
evidence to oontradiot them in the oase of F^elon, 
towards whom that celebrated Bcandahnonger shows him- 
self more than ordinarily venomous. The strongest 
interests In the private hfe of Mme. de Maintenon were 
those oonnected with the Church, and F^elon's religion 
•oemed to promise her a more tangible hope of peace 
than that which satisfied the other priests who came and 
vent about the Court; moreover, she was a lonely 
wonum, and F^elon had the gift of sympathy. As time 
went on she found herself too closely tied and bound by 
ambition to foUow in his footsteps ; but in those first 
brilliant years at VersaiUes, when the oleverest and best 
of men and women were full of his pruses, and no goal 
to which he might aspire was beyond his reach, it 
seemed that he had learnt the secret of winning man's 
favour by devotion to God's service, and she, who was 
perpetually torn betwixt t^e two, looked to his teaching 
to solve the difficulty of her life. 

She looked to him in vain, for the definite choice 
betwixt God and Mammon had not yet come to Ftoelon. 
M. Ttonson imaged that it was given when the tempta- 
tions of the Court were offered to him, but it lay in 
the fiiture, and it vras to be unmistakable. When he 
reached the turning-point he did not falter, but thwe 
who had been eager to follow while the way was smooth 
were left behind. 

His intimacy with Mme. de Miuntenon began with 
his arrival at YerstuUes. " I saw the Abb4 de F^el<m 
again to-day," she wrote, when he was established there ; 
" he is very clever, he is still more religious ; diat is 
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exactly what I like." ' His fnends oould not have desired 
a more favourable impression; but he was more than 
clever and religious. Those temu might have been 
applied to many Jesuit priestb, who, unoere to their Order, 
veto uncere in nothing else, and were but useful tools in 
the hands of those set over them, F^nelon bad reserved 
the pover of independent thought ; he strove to rid his 
mind of personal de«res that he might understand the 
thoughts of others, and when he endeavoured to help 
them in their blind groping after a higher life, he dealt 
with them as honestly as with himself. 

The atmosphere of the Court was not really congenial 
to Mme. de Maintenon ; she was past the period of life 
when splendour may be satisfying, and her sense of its 
emptiness was intenufied by the continual war between 
piety and self-interest inevitable in her situation. The 
reality of this conflict is made evident by her letters; 
even while success was new to her, and the world had 
hardly recognised her strange position, she was fully ahve 
to its dangers and its drawbacks. 

" Though the favour I receive brings the rest of the 
world to my feet, it need not affect a man who controls 
my conscience and to whom I look to lead me in the 
right way unflinchingly ; " it was thus that she wrote to 
her confessor. " Do not fear to offend or weary me : 
I wish to find salvation ; I ask you to help me ; never 
refer to any obligation to me ; consider me, apart from 
my surroundings, tied to the world, but desiring to give 
myself to Qoi." ' 

There is something tra^o in the appeal; it seemed 
' April 16, 1691. * Jatr 27, 168& 
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as if she oould not seek a refuge from her nev dignities 
even in religion. It may be believed that F^elon would 
have been unaffected hj th&m, but had he been her 
director, it is hardly probable that Mme. Scarron vould 
ever have become Mme. de Haintenon. The last vords 
of her letter Bummarue her condition; the knot once 
tied iras almost impossible to loosen, for she clung to 
her pnTil^nes while she proclaimed their emptiness. " A 
frightftil blank remains in all comUdons " was her verdict; 
" anxiety, listlrasness, craving for something else, because 
nothing is entirely satisfying." ' Truly it is not vonder- 
ftil that F^elon, vith his theory of a condition -which 
was entirely satisfying — even upon earth — should have 
been veloomed irith eagerness and only abandoned with 
regret. 

The King was devoted, but he was exacting, and it 
is doubtful whether years of intimacy can have increased 
esteem which was never rooted in affection. He is im- 
[oessive as history depicts him, and doubtless was so 
among contemporaries to whom his will was law; but 
with the woman who was his wife, and yet was not a 
queen, he could dispense with ceremony, and thrare was 
nothing to blind her to his defects. It was her part to 
listen and dissemble her own feelings, to tolerate Uke 
expression of opinions which she disapproved, to submit 
the disposal of her time, her tastes, and devotions, and 
desires to the ruling of his whims. Whatever were her 
&alt8, therefore, she did not lead a self-indulgent life, 
and all the self-mastery taught by her early experiences 
was requisitioned. Perhaps the idea that gave her 
> To Kmo. d« UmlKDfort, 1698. 
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courage for the protracted struggle vith Mme. de Hon- 
tespaa remained to solace her in the tedium of her after- 
gloiy. It was worth some suffering to secura the spiritual 
welfare of the greatest of kings, and Mme. de Haintenon 
was ever on the watoh for opportunities ; hut her hopes 
of a turn in the right direction must have been frequently 
dashed, for it pleased him better that she should brighten 
his hours of relaxation with her own comments upon 
men and manners than that his mind should be rused 
above the pressure of worldly cares by the works of 
F^nelcn or any other saintly person. 

Fire de la Chaise was the most indulgent of Jesuit 
oonfesBors, and invaluable to the King, but Madame de 
Ufuntenon had no veneration for him. She had once 
called him " a worthy man," but withdrew even that half- 
hearted oonunendation as she leamt to know him better, 
and to those in whom she had confidence she did not 
conceal her sentiments. " There is no rest here," she 
wrote wearily to Cardinal de Noailles, " the King oomes 
to my room three times a day. Everything I have to do 
is stopped. ... I see with sorrow that no deure for 
righteousness shows itself either in personal effort or in 
toleration of the effort of others. There seems to me to 
be less piety : yesterday vespers were not desired. Such 
instability is more than I can bear, and destroys all the 
enjoyments with which I am surrounded. ' What will 
the King become/ I cannot help saying to myself, ' if I 
die before P&re de la Chaise ? "" 

His respect for all that concerned the Church was a 
marked trait in the character of Louis XIV. ; but it blinded 
■ 8^>t«inb«r g, 1698. 
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him to the political effects of intolerance vithout affect- 
ing his personal conduoC, for he could banish a ooortier 
on an aoousation of heresy at a period when he himself 
was leading a life of open immoraHty. In the early 
days of her influence Mme. de Maintenon may have 
dreamed of moulding and developing the King's religion 
to a likeness of her ovn, but experience taught her that 
on this point more than on any other he vas unassail- 
able ; without the smallest attempt at practice he vas in 
prindple a bigot, and she — who was accused of ruling 
him in affairs of State with which she had no concern — 
was forced, as time went on, to deny the thewies that 
were most congenial to her, and betray the Mends in 
whom she had most confidence. The King would not 
have sanctioned F^nelon's appointment if he had not 
legtttdsA him with favour, but the violence of enthusiasm 
with which he insfored Mme. de Maintencm was, in 
£tot, tmec£ the causes of his misfortunes. Her strictness 
of life was already a rebuke to the Court, and his in- 
fluence was towards inoreased austerity. He impressed tm 
the King's grandson that royalty was no excuse for self- 
indulgence; but such teaching, if it penetrated to the 
apartments of the Ejng, would not have been acceptable. 
Kor was it in accordance with the traditions of the Court 
that his choice of society should be quite independent of 
royal favour ; popularity was supposed to depend on the 
direction of the King's smiles; it was a subtle tribute 
accorded to his judgment ; but the foundation of F^nelon's 
friendships went deeper, and Louis XTV., who had no 
inclination to examine the motives of his conduct, missed 
in him the outward tributes of veneration for his ohar- 
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acter to which he was aooustomed, and would not 
recognise the combinatioD of piety, scholarship, and per- 
sonal charm which made the youi^ abb^ so welcome to 
Mme. de Maintenon. 

In truth, Ftoelon, for all his gentleness, was stem 
and unbending in his judgments. He could be loyal to 
the point of nlence, but he oould not flatter even when 
flattery was a means to influence ; those who chme him 
as confessor required to be sincere in their professions, 
for he was not lenient to the clfums of custom and society. 
At one period — on the death of Gkibelin — it was supposed 
that Mme. de Uuutenon would turn to him; such a 
choice would have resulted in imfatbomable complica- 
tions, and it was well that she selected Godet Des- 
marais, another pupil of M, Tronson's, as the director of 
her ooDScienoe. There is, however, a letter written by 
F^nelon to Mme. de Muntenon from Cambrai during 
his first sojourn in his diocese, which is evidently in 
answer to one from her desiring to know his judgment 
on her character. Such a request throws a curious light 
on their mutual position ; it is plain that throughout their 
intercourse she, whose favour was so important a posses- 
sion, is humble, and ready to defer to bis opinion, while 
he is independent. 

The letter almost reaches the proportions of a 
pamphlet, and the following extracts seem to oonvey 
the estimate he had formed of her during his six years 
at Court; subsequent experience may have modified it 
considerably : — ■ 

" You are genuine and candid, whence it comes that 
you are very good to those you like without needing 
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to reflect, but over cold to those for whom you have 
no liking. 

" Tou have naturallj a great deal of pride, of that 
kind which one regards aa good and justifiable, but which 
is all the worse because one is not ashamed to think it 
good : the most exi^gerated vanity is earner to OTercome. 
A great deal of this pride still remuns to you thoi^h 
you are tmconsoious of it. Tour sensibility in such things 
as would wound it to the quick fffoves how far it is 
from being extinguished. Tou still cling to the good 
o[dnion of good people, to the approval of great ones, 
to self-complacency because you bear your high fortune 
with moderation, to all, in fact, that shows you have a 
Boul above your place. The self of whioh I have so often 
spoken remains an idol that you have not thrown down. 

" Tou are naturally kindly and confiding, perhaps 
even a little too much so ; but when you begin to draw 
back, I fancy you harden your heart too much : genial 
and confiding people generally do so when they are 
obliged to draw back. There is a medium between 
dxcesuve confidence and that distrust which, having 
lost one thing it put futh in, knows nothing else to 
whioh to hold. 

"The world says that you love goodness sincerely; 
for a long time many behoved that a false vanity in- 
flumced you, but I think every one is convinced and 
does justice to your purity of motive. They say, how- 
ever, and apparently with truth, that you are hard and 
severe, that you do not allow any one to have any faults, 
that being hard 00 yourself, you are so also with others, 
that when you beg^ to discover weakness in those whom 
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yon have ht^ied to find perfect you are diigiuted too 
soon and press your disgust too far. 

" It is said that you do not take sofficient part in dio 
aSurs of the nation. Those that say so are pr<Hnpted 
by a de^re to mix themselTes in the goramment, by 
spite gainst those that distribute promotion or by the 
h(^ of reaching it through you. It is not yonr part, 
Madame, to try and rearrange what is not in yoor hands, 
Yoor eagerness for the King's wel&re must not make 
you orerstep the bounds which Frovidenoe seems to have 
I^ dom for yon. There are a multitude of thi:^ to 
be regretted, but to must await the time which God only 
knows and holds in His power. 

" And because the King is Ux less apt to go 1^ prin- 
ciples than by the influence of those who surround him, 
and whom he permits to represent him, the great ptunt 
is to lose no chance of brining faithful people round 
him, who will work with you upon him to fulfil his 
duties in their true sense, of which he has no inkling." ^ 

He was even then on the brink of the troubles which 
ruinod his career, but he writes with the confidence of 
secure Mandship and a fearless oandoinr whicdi may have 
hastened his downfall. Mme. de Maintenon was in the 
habit of discussing with him, not only religious qnesUons, 
but her own personal concerns, including that which lay 
nearest to her heart, the foundation and organisation of 
Saint-C^. Saint-Cyr was her one unfailing relaxation and 
resource ; no honours which the Ejng could bestow upon 
her were so dear to her as her position as its foimdress, 
and there were plausible reasons for consulting F^oelon as 

* OtmtpoHdanee dt PtaAon, T. 40. 
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tb« author of tbe oelebrated trefttise, Smr VSdueaiion det 
FiOet. 

The Ladifw of Saint-Louia eBtabUahed at Sunt-Cyrvere 
a eommnnit^ pledged to a devout and holy life, irith the 
Bpeoial objeot of educating and tramin^ five handled 
giris, dat^htera of the po(»ei nol^ty. Mme. de Main- 
t«M»t had originated the idea of this foundation ; it greir 
under her direction, and hoc judgment and strength of 
charaotff were disptaj^ to the best advantage. But 
eren this dehght vaa not vithout its shadows ; she had 
manj diffioulties to eontend .with, and much to learn 
from ^[perienoe, for the ladiea of the sisterhood wwe not 
easy to oontrol, and she wrote of the g^s when the 
Bohool had been long established : " IVom morning to 
night t am settling thur quarrels ; I would rather have 
an empire to govern ! " 

As her original scheme was based on F&elon's 
treatise, it was natural that she should frequently oon- 
mlt him; moreover, his spiritual view of Kfe was an 
infinite solaoe to women bound by the oonventual mle, 
yet near enough to the Court to throw a backward glance 
towards the del%ht8 which in some cases were abandoned 
more by compulsion than by chcnce. He knew that there 
was danger in such consolation. " I would, above all, 
keep pious women and the ^ters of a community de* 
jnived of books on high spirituality," he wrote to Mme. 
de Mfuntenon ; but she was oonvinced that his influence 
was good for all, including the foolish and hysterical, and 
enoouraged the Eosters to seek his counsel, while she re- 
cconmended his writings for their study. 

" You are naturally kindly and confiding ; but when 
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you begin to draw back, I fancy you harden your heart 
too muoh ; " such, as ire have seen, -was his description of 
her, and it vas curiously prophetic of bis own experiraice. 
In her first enthusiasm for his character she was carried 
beyond the bounds of prudenoe, for he possessed a power 
more fiiur>reaohing than she realised, and in one character- 
istic instance she had reason to r^ret that she bad made 
use of it, eren to gain a muoh>desired object. 

Mme. de la Maisonfort, known as " La Chanoinesse," 
was a well-known figure at Court; she was of noble birth 
and unusual beauty, and her name was connected with 
certain romantic stories which excited the interest of 
society without dimming her reputation. Her personal 
charm had made a deep impressicm on all who knew her, 
and she was regarded as a siunt, Mme. de Miuntenon, 
deuTous of turning all thii^ to the profit of Saint-Cyr, 
determined that Mme. de Musonfort should feel it her 
vocation to be one of the Ladies of Stunt-Louis, and was 
in no way daunted when she found that La Chanoinesse 
did not respond to the idea. In her dealings with other 
women she was relentless, and opposition made her the 
more resolved. Having satisfied herself that her friend 
was specially designed to be the mainstay of Sunt-Cyr 
she pronounced her resistance to the call to be distinctly 
inspired by Satan. 

Mme. de Musonfort's closest friends were also inti- 
mate with F^elon — Mme. de Beauvilliers, Mme. de 
Ghevreuse, Mme. de Charost, and others of the same 
set, and she shared in their admiration for him. She 
was, moreover, emin^tly impressionable, and religion was 
the constant subject of her thoughts. The easiest means 
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of influBDciiig her was, dierefore, sot diffioult to disoovet. 
F^nelon at ihat time believed that membership ia a 
commimity Tas a privileged oonditiou for mao and 
-woman, and was induced to help Mme. de Maintenoo 
in her attack on Iia Chanoinesse. The interest of others 
whose reputation wob of weight was enlisted also, such as 
de Noulles and Qodet Desmarais, until Mme. de Moison- 
fort was at length overcome hy the spiritual pressure put 
upcm her, and consented to abide by the deoimon of five 
priests (of whom F^elon was one). 

They assembled on the I2th of December 1690 to 
consult whether there was sufficient reason to believe 
that God summoned Mme. de Haisonfort to be one of 
the Ladies of Sunt-Louis. Thej believed they would be 
divinely inspired in their verdict. She spent the period 
of suspense kneeling before the high altar in excessive 
agitation, but she must have known the result to be a 
foregone conclusion. The decision accorded with the 
wishes of Mma de Maintenon, and Mme. de Maisonfort 
entered on her novitiate forthwith. 

In spite of her confidence in F^elon, she shrank 
from the fate to which he condemned her, and in later 
years, when experience of life had ripened his judgment, 
it may be believed that he would have acted otherwise. 
Nevertheless, what he did he did in all sincerity, and 
Hme. de Muntenon was more responmble for the disas- 
trous results than he was. The life of a convent was 
ill suited to La Chanoinesse. The emotional side of her 
oharacter was already too much developed, and finding 
herself confined within such narrow limits, she sought 
relief in what may be termed ecstatic religion, and in the 
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end her presence proved fatal to the peaceful cond^ona. 
of Saint-Cyr. The King in former years had aokoow'' 
lodged and approved her scuntliness ; but the shadow o( 
his displeasure fell upon her, and by his orders she was, 
after years of difficulty and friotion, expelled from the- 
community. 

It is a disastrous history, and F^nelon cannot be 
entirely absolTed &om blame ; but she had looked espe-. 
cially to his support in the condition to which she had 
submitted at his bidding, and it was ordained that be 
should pass out of her life for ever. 

At first, howevOT, Mme. de Maintenon, oveijoyed at 
the accomplishment of her desire, was ready to encourage 
her victim with her sympathy. " I have not shown you 
the full extent of my delight," she wrote on the very day 
of the great decision; "but I feel sure that you must 
know it. I thank God with all my heart for that which 
He has done for you and for ua. Tou are going to find 
peace. You are now in the depths of that abyss where 
one begins to find foothold — you know &om whence I 
get this expression.^ I shall see him to-morrow, and 
show him what Monsngneiir de Chartres appointed for 
your retreat." 

The half-veiled alluuon to F^nelon indicates that 
Ume. de Maisonfort looked to him to help her in those 
depths of despair which she was soundii^, and that 
Mme. de Ifaintenon rect^nised the portion. But before 
loi^ she began to have misgivings as to the prudenoe of 
her novioe. Mme. de Maisonfort was coumn to Mme. 
6uy(m, and her ardent admirer ; but Mma de Maintenon, 
' It WM one of Fdnelou'a. 



id By Google 



MADAME DE MAINTENON 8j 

even vliile she oountenaQoed Mme. Guyon, does not seem 
to have had unbounded confidence in her, and afterwards 
bitterly regretted the enoour^ement she gave her. 

" Submit yourself simply to the Abb^ de F^nelon and 
Hooseigneur de Chartres," she exhorted La Chanoineaae. 
" I always give in to the opinion of these tvo saints. 
Accustom yourself to live by their rule ; but do not 
q>read the abba's TnaTrimii among such as have no taste 
for thun. You taXk. perpetually of a condition of perfec- 
tion, and you remain full of imperfection. As for Mme. 
Giuyon, you extol her excessively : we must be satisfied 
with keeping her to ourselves. It would not do for her 
any more than for me to direct our ladies. It would 
expose her to fresh persecution." ' 

Mme. de Uaisonfort was prepared to submit onre- 
servedly to the direction of F^elon, and having done so 
on Hme. de Maintenon's advice, may well have thought 
herself free &om any posulaUty of blame ; but the di£S- 
onlties which were appearing at Sunt-Cyr could not all 
be attributed to Mme. Guyon, and the fbundress, while 
retaining her belief in the vocation die had imagined. 
wrote to her chosen novice somewhat impatimtly : " Tou 
ate intended to be a fotuidation stone of Sunt-Cyr, my dear 
daughter. You must one day support this great erection 
by your own. regular life and good example: But do not 
be BO eager ; talk less ; and above all things, do not be 
carried away by your feelings. You say that one should 
not trouble oneself about anything ; that one should 
fi>i^t oneself, never reverting on oneself at alL Such 
expressions are a cause of difficulty to many of our ladies. 
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You knov as well as I do that there is a time for all 
things. H7 lack of experience made me resist M. de 
P^elon when he did not vish his writings to be shown. 
He was right, however. All minds are not well balanced. 
, They declare the freedom of the children of God to some 
who are not His children, and who olaim such freedom 
that they may disown all subjection." 

This last phrase sums up one of the chief complaints 
/ against Quietism ; one which would naturally appeal to 
'die Society of Jesuits, and had seized the fate of MoUnos. 
If subjection were in truth disowned, there would be 
little power remainiDg to the {niesthood ; and no form of 
heresy was therefore so sharply condemned as thia 

A month after receiving this protest from Mma de 
Maintenon, Hme. de Maieonfort made full profession to 
P^nelon, and became a member of the Community of 
Saint-Cyr, For three years she was sustained by his 
sympathy and oounsel ; but then susfdoion fell upon his 
doctrine, and he and Mme. Ouyon were pronounced to be 
dai^erous teachers for the Jjodies of Saint-Louis. With 
the first muttering of the storm, Ume. de Mtuntraioti 
reviewed the ntuation, and decided that her only safety 
lay in retreat ; but she did not find it easy to convince 
others of the necessity. La Chanoinesse proved rebel- 
Hooa, and required such v^rous remonstrance as the 
following : — 

"Mablt, Avgud 6, 1695. 

" Submit yourself, therefore, quickly to your bishop as 
a Christian, and as a nuu to your superior. As for the 
writings of Monseigneur de Cambrai, why must you keep 
them 7 Do you believe yourself to be supported in your 
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singnlaritj I You know that ve shoved them against 
his will, and what was the result of our imprudence. He 
has 8<ud and written to us many Umes that they were 
not fit for every one; that th^ oould even be very 
dangerous ; that they were intended for each individual 
to whom he was replying." 

Mme. de Maisonfort vas now a nun, and probably 
was forced to yield to conventual discipline, and surrender 
the letters she had received from F^elon ; but in the 
ccarespondence of Mme. de Miuntenon there is a series 
of exhortations addressed to her, generally bediming 
with rebuke, for she was evidently fretted beyond en- 
durance by the restrictioos set upon thought as well 
as conduct, and full of regret for the world she had 
renounced against her will. With F^elon banished to 
Cambrai, and Mme. Guyon in prison, she found herself 
isolated from all consolation and chained by her vows ; it 
was not wonderful, therefore, that she was restless, and 
disturbed the peace of the commuoity. Bossuet himself 
exerted his keen powers of reasoning and logic to con- 
vince her of F^neloo's heresy; and when she was expelled 
from Sunt-Cyr, she was removed to a convent in his 
dioceGe, that he might await as opportunity of brii^ng 
her to a better mind. In the end there was some degree 
of Mendship and esteem between them ; but, thoi^h she 
might have been a happier woman had F^nelon never 
crossed her path, she could never be persuaded to deny 
the purity of his doctrine. 

The story of her ill-advised remmoiation gives a 
glimpse of that straining viaooary section of society which 
had its definite place even in Saint-Simon's portrut-gallery. 
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Fdoelon's ideal condition for human life -was one of 
constant effort to come in touoh vith hidden mTBteriea, 
to lay hold on oertiunty, to hear the Toioe of (rod in 
distinct answer to impaBdoned prayer. This mystic viev 
of his is veil expressed in the words of Cardinal Newman : 
" In spite of this uniTersal world we see there is another 
world quite as far-spreading, quite as close to us, and 
more wonderful ; another world all around us though we 
see it not, and more wonderful than the world we see. 
For first of all, He is there who is ahove all beings." ^ 

To touch this world, in spite of individual hindrances 
and imperfections, was the aim of Mme. Quyon, of Mme. 
de Ufusonfort, and many others : such would hare been 
the endeavour of Mme. de Maintenon had she heen 
independent of the favour of the King. Knowii^ how 
deeply rooted were his prejudices against all novelty, it is 
strange that she ever allowed herself to become involved 
in any suspicion of heresy, for, though she drew back aa 
soon as dai^;er threatened, she did so at considerable cost 
to her self-respect, and the case of Mme. de Maisonfort 
is only one among many which were the fruit of her 
untrustworthy enthusiasms and her love of dominating 
others. As late as 17 04 F^elon was still the cause of 
' contention at Sunt-Oyr although his voice had been slent 
for BO long, and Mme. de Miuntenon felt it necessary to 
write to the Ladies of Saint-Louis a letter far more in- 
jurious to herself than to the teacher she attacked : — 

" You know what my intention was in bringing yon 
into contact with Monseigneur de Cambrai and his writ- 
ings. He was a man of high reputation, and seemed to 
> "Lif« and CorrMpoudence of Cardlaftl Newman," *oL il. 
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roe to be a eaint. I have never had auythiiig of value 
that I did not desire to share vith you, and oonaequentlj 
I filled the house yriik his vorks. You know the evil 
that ensued. ' 

" I heard a great deal about Janseninu in my youUi. 
I did not forget its tenets, and, by God's grace, I have 
always hated it. But I knev nothing of Quietism, and 
therefore became imbued with the theories of Hon- 
se^eur de Cambru in ignorance of thmr danger. I 
loat faith in him as soon as I found him challenged by 
his colleagues and his best &iends ; and vhen it was set 
before me, I soon saw the error from which it had pleased 
God to preserve me. Whilst awuting ^e judgment of 
Rome I often found myself in a difficulty between my 
ardour to attack this doctrine and the ftiendship vliioh 
summoned me to defend Monseigneur de CambraL 
Rome condemned the doctrine of Monseigneur de Cam- 
brai; he accepted and submitted bo its oondemoation, 
and I found myself in another difficulty : ooold I beUeve 
in the sincerity of this submission when I could not see 
the prelate becoming, like St. Paul, a preacher of llie 
fadth he had assailed. I only believe in conviction of 
enat when I see it attacked as fiercely as it has fwmerly 
been supported." ' 

This last is a hard saying, though it may be charac- 
teristic of the woman, and those of the community who 
had known F^eton, and remembered the many proo& 
of Mme. de Mointenon's esteem and admiration he had 
received whm the world was smiling on him, may have 
felt their faith in their foundress somewhat shaken by 
' July i;o4. 
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BO candid a atatemenC of her difBculdes in r«oonoiling 
friendabip aod expediency. Thej were near enough to 
the Court to know that there had been a moment when 
her influence with the King might have saved F^oelon 
from ruin; but it would have been at the risk of the 
King's displeasure falling on herself, and fdio esteemed 
the risk too great. That F^nelon had looked to her in 
his distress she betrays in a letter to Cardinal de lioailles, 
to whom she was especially outspoken : — 

"Mahli, FAnary 21, 1697. 
" Uooseigneur de Cambrai spoke to me privately a 
moment. He realises the bad effect of his book, and bis 
defence of it convinces me more and more that God 
means to hiunble this great mind, which has perhaps 
been too self-reliant. He told me F^re de la Chaise had 
reported to him a conversation with the King, after 
which he felt he must speak to him. I was ready to 
fall in with anything, but &om what I gather of the 
King's inclinations, Monseigneur de Cambrai will not 
gain much by explanations. I also spoke a moment to 
M. de Beauvilliers, who was evidently troubled by the 
Kill's silence. . . . This antagonism is not my doing ; it 
is the King's attitude towards all novelties. I know that 
I am held responsible ; but the truth is your due, and I 
tell it to you. Finally I am prepared to do my duty on 
so important an occasion." 

It is charaoteristio that she should require the sup- 
port of an idea of duty when it was her interest that 
was obviously concerned ; it is plain that she was on the 
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defensive with hnr ooosoience, for there was a foundation 
of honestj in her nature inimical to the policy of betrayal 
whioh she adopted in the case of F^nelon and of otheis 
also. It seems, indeed, to hare been her &te to feel her- 
self called upon to sacrifice her fiiends; she ruined 
Baoine vith the King, and he died of a broken heart, 
and when suspicion of heresy fell upon de Noailles their 
years of intimacy did not protect him — she deserted him 
even as she had deserted Ftoeloa 

Yet she was not without some iostinot of fidelity ; 
she was true — according to h^ lights — to her great 
object of working the salTation of the King, although 
it would be hard to imi^^e a less hopeful object of 
^ideaTOur. It is diffioult to determine what degree of • 
power she held in the State. She ooostantly declared 
that she had none, but, considering the type of woman 
that history proves her to have been, it seems probable 
that she seized every means of influence within her reach, 
and certainly the odium of many an aot of tyranny fell 
upon her, especially with r^ard to the Beformns, amoi^ 
whom her name was execrated. F^elon knew her inti- 
mately ; even in his exile he was kept well informed of 
the proceedings of the Court, and, undoubtedly, he re- 
garded her as the munspring of affairs when the £ing's 
reign was drawii^ towards its close. This view may 
have increased his bitterness towards her, which, after 
fifteen years, was deeper than when he left the Court. 
Age made him gentler towards others, and personal re- 
sentment had had time to fade ; but he was jealous for 
the honour of his country, and found her wrongs difficult 
to fbi^ve. When the Duke of Burgundy was dead, and 
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tbe poeitioQ of France appeared to him to be desperate, 
he realised hov much depended upon Hma de Main- 
' tenon, " I am only too much afnud that she vill be 
absorbed by jealousy, pique, prejudioe, and feminine 
intrigua I am only too much a&aid that she frill sup- 
port only feeble, superficial schemes to ke^ the King 
calm and blind the public, that do not touch tibe 
pressing needs of the State." ' This waa his verdict on 
hei — a very different one from that which he mote 
80 candidly dzteen years before. Yet the two estimates 
are not wholly contradictory : in the first he shoved 
that he knew her character to be msny-uded ; in the 
second he can see nothing but the darker side. While 
be was with her he bad drawn out all that was truest 
and strongest in her, and there had seemed to be a 
fellowship of aspiration between them - she was not false 
in this though she was Ruthless ; his teaching was tlie 
expression of her inmost thought, but expediency re- 
mained her rule of oonduct, and when the King died, and 
she was free at length to follow her own will, F^don 
was already beyond the reach of prejudioe or favoiu. 

* Oorrttpondaiux de FinAm, L 176. 
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CHAPTER IV 

MADAME OVTOH 

The contemporitries of Mme. Quyon found it diffioolt to 
form ft ju«t judguMUt of her life and theory. The lapse 
of two centuries has not lessened the difficulty. Her 
theories grew with her, developing as her life developed, 
and though their personal intercourse was limited, her 
name has been inseparably linked to that of F^nelon, 
and she was the primuy cause of his dii^raoe and exile. 
She was the caose also of the most d^lorable warfare of • 
tongue and pen that ever scandalised society, of sever- 
ance of friendship, of endless bitterness and persecution 
at a time when perseoutaon had no limits, and men died 
because thnr thoughts were not pleasing to the King, 
therefore b» name was utterly abhorrent to (he many in 
whom her novel doctrine awakened no responsive echo. 

She made confesnon of her life's ezpmence, and, in 
spite of its wildness and ezf^geration, it has its founda- 
tion in reality. In her Autobiography there are very 
many aontiments and phrases which revolt the reader's 
sense of revraence — phrases which sink into the memory 
and spring up r^idly to prejudice all future judgment, 
and yet have not suffioi^t real signifioaaoe to ocmviot 
their authw of anything more h^ous than an unoon- 
txolled imagination. She has many fellows in her 
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desperate groping after truth ; she had ooimtless disciples 
in her lifetime ; successive generations have pud tribute 
of devotion to her memory, and she is at the present 
time held in especial honoiu- by the Society of Friends, 
although she remained a member of the Church of Rome 
till her last hour; but fev among her followers have reached 
the confident assurance that supported her. There is 
something sublime in her egotism, in her oerbunty that she 
had found the solution of the mystery of human living, 
in the isolation that she clums for herself by virtue of 
her nearness to the spiritual vorld ; yet, in spite of all 
her claims, she excites pity rather than reverenoe, and 
her record is most pathetio when it is most triumphant. 

There was nothing in the surroimdings of her early 
life to account for her phenomenal experience. She was 
of gentle birth, but she was ^ven in marriage, without 
(my reference to her personal feelii^ in the matter, to a 
dtizen of middle age and great wealth. Her new home 
was uncongenial, her husband's mother treated her harshly, 
hec husband was indifferent ; but these distresses were 
but the conmion outcome of the matrimonial system of 
her country, and many a young wife has had the like to 
bear. " I was alone and helpless La my grief," she s^hs ; 
hut such a beUef is common to morbid mind& Hers 
was evidently of an introspective tendency, which was 
fostered by lack of sympathy with her surroundings. 
She had had little education, but she turned to books 
for consolation in this early period of depression, and the 
spell of Thomas & Eempis fell upon her. Thenceforth she 
eschewed secular reading ; she reflected constantly upon 
her sins, keeping a written record of them, and thus the 



id By Google 



MADAME GUYON 93 

first step on the steep path of her religious life was made. 
Many may reach firm foothold after suoh a step, but few 
aspire to scale such giddy heights as Mme. Guyon aftei- 
varda attempted. She vas still very young, and her 
character received impression from Tarious petaons vith 
Thorn she came in contact. She records how deeply > 
she was influenced by a Franciscan monk, a devotee who 
had spent five years in absolute solitude tliat he might 
aeek conmiunion with the Almighty. In his first inter* 
view with her he bade her "Seek Qod in her heart I" 
The phrase, though Thomas & Eempis might have made 
her familiar with it, had a striking effeot upon her ; she 
thought that it revealed to her her former error in seek- 
ing God " as though by mercenary purchase of external 
aervice," and her future doctrine sprang from the seed 
thus sown. " I felt at this instant deeply wounded with 
the love of God," she writes, and the words were set 
down in all sincerity. This interview was the first land- 
mark. The Franciscan remains nameless, but he may 
be held responsible for some of the extravagance that 
made her name so notable in the religious world. Five 
years of solitude, of self-discipline, of wistful aspiration 
After gifts Uiat God withholds, were not likely Co result 
in the well-balanoed judgment mcut fitted to iwntrol the 
waywardness of a young enthusiast. 

It is strai^e that, with all her self-examination, she - 
never realised her own egotism. She is sincere in her 
groping after God. She thinks her mind is filled with 
the consciousness of the greatest of all mysteries. She 
thinks that l^th itself has been revealed to her; that 
ahe stands upon a pinnacle above the dining thicket 
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of »Teryday ezperidotce throi^h which her fellov men 
, and women must atru^le blindly ; yet in her exaltKtioa 
she never facets private grievances. Writing loi^ after- 
wards, she atill holds the petty details of her sufiferings 
in lemembranoe, and glories in self -pity while she 
inu^ines that she has immolated 8el£ The extreme 
praotice of asceticism was the natural result of the 
condition of her mind. Her rsoord of her self-impoaed 
penances is incredible unless the extraordinary force of 
reli^ouB mania be recognised, and, even allowing for its 
potency, it is hard to understand how a woman, whose 
mind centred on contenaplation of the love of Qod, could 
tear her flesh with pointed spikes and bruise herself with 
whips and nettlas, with the deepest assurance that she 
thus did Him honour. Here, in the -^^ beginning of 
bra spritual history, is tJbe warp that twists it to the 
end. The word which is so often on her lips, the name 
of Love, which she declares she can never hear without 
a conscious sensation of delight, haa no true significtmce : 
call it Majesty, Mystery, Omnipotenoe, and she is no. 
longer inconsistent; but we learn, aa the alphabet of 
life's experience, that human love suffers with those who 
suffer, and therefore love at its purest must shrink from 
a sacrifioe of useless pun. 

Another misconception of the ideal of love caused 
her much sufferii^; the natural instincts of youth re- 
volted ^^ainst the strain she had put upon herself. She 
went to Paris, and while there the allurement of the 
gay world proved too much for her. Her baokslidioga 
i^pear to have been innocent enough ; but on her return 
to the quiet of the country she was overwhelmed by a 
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asoae of her own iniquity. " My Beloved wae offfinded," 
she exolainu ; " for above duree months He withdrew the 
&Tour o{ His pre8«nce from me. I oould see nothing 
but an angry God before me." 

Undoubtedly she was sincere in this impression and 
in the distress it oaused her, failing entirely to see how 
she wronged the sense of Fatherhood: the God she 
strove to serve was indeed an incarnation of jealousy if 
a passing sense of pleasure in lawful jojm oould so offend 
Him. It is strange that despair did not ahooate her 
from the stem idol she had created, but a curious 
ineidecit, probably much magnified by imagination, oc- 
ourred about this time to renew her fervour. On her ' 
way to a service at Notre Dame, whither she went on 
foot attended by a servant, a man of shabby appearance 
aooosted her. His first words showed- her that he did 
not desire alms. She observed an air of auth<uity about 
him; and wilJioub preamble he exhorted her to live a 
religious lifs, for God required that her heart should be 
holy. She was aa much impressed as she had been 
fonnetly by the Franciscan hermit; but her life had 
deepened since that first conversion (she was at this 
time two-and-twenty), and such a chum upon her had 
more signifioanoe. " From this day, this hour," was her 
resolve, "if it be posable, I will be wholly the Lord's. 
The world shall have no portion in ma." 

The temptation to vanity was reduced soon after- 
wards by very severe smallpox, and she accepted the 
loss of her beauty as a touch from the hand of God, re- 
fusing any remedies intended to restore her complexion, 
a course which she finds keen after-pleasure in recalling. 
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From this time her mental ezoiteraent became more 
proDOunoed and more continuous. To understand what 

, manner of woman she was, it is necessary to acoept 
the phraseology which she permitted herself even when 
presumption seems to lead her across the borders of 
pro&nity. Never for a moment does she lose sight of 
her own h^^hly-developed sensibility, every vicissitude is 
minified, every sorrow becomes a cross directly sent 
with reference Co her " state," and in her untiring con- 
templation of herself she ceases to reason, and aims only 
at the picturesque. But absolute obedience to the Will 
of God is the loftiest of aspirations, and it was at this 
she aimed. Her demre for its attainment was a stronger 
factor in her character than self-complacency. It was a 
part of all her schemes and ambitions, or else her descrip- 
tion of herself is completely fidse. If we admit the 
sincerity of her confesmons, it is extraordinary that she 
should have believed herself endowed with the highest of 
all gifts ; that, with a mind susceptible to an overpowering 
sense of awe, she could be confident that she had attained 
to a condition of full and perpetual conumunion, which she 
describes as follows : " If I had a will, it appeared to me 

' that it was like yours, O God ; like two lutes in perfect 
accord — that which is not touched giving forth the same 
sound as that which is touched: it is only one same 
sound and one single harmony." If such words as these 
are considered in their full Eognificance, conmient upon 
them is imposuble ; but their writer, in her swift flow t^ 
expresaoQ, had no leisure for revision. 

A fevered brain struggling with the perpetual thought 
of things too great for it has no room for tranquillity. Its 
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excitement crares to be supported on fresh sensation. 
Hme. Guyon ms a vife and mother, and possessed con- 
uderable wealth, therefore life gave her fall scope for the 
practice of religion. Nevertheless she could not be content 
irithout a continual variety of " states." To her it seemed 
that every event, not only in her own life but in the 
Uves of others, occurred primarily that it might affect the 
condition of her soul. For that all natural courses were 
diverted. For that the sun shone and the run fell. No 
secret consecration of herself could satisfy her. She re- 
quired an external pledge that in possible after times of 
stagnation might touch her fancy and kindle the dra- 
matic side of her disposition to renewed fervour. To the 
Romanist devotee the marriage-contract that she drew up 
and signed is not a novelty ; but it probably is unique in 
detail, and it is characteristic of her point of view. The 
closing sentence, which conveys the spirit of the rest, 
runs thus : " Fledged as I am to be His, I accept, as part 
of my mani^e-portion, the temptations and sorrows, the 
crosses and the contempt, which fell to Him." 

Thenceforth each difficulty of daily life became a 
martyrdom in which she revelled ; misforttme ceased to 
be regarded as common to mankind, it was concentrated 
upon her who had accepted it as marri^e-poition. 
" Since that time," she writes, " crosses have not been 
spared me, and although I have had many previously, I 
may say they were only the shadow of those I have had 
to suffer in the sequel." To be the confessor or direotor '' 
of such a being was no desirable post. At times she 
evidently delighted in confession; but she detected a 
spiritual danger in such indulgence, and checked herself 
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firmly. Ndvertheless she was the prey of swiftly ohangiog 
iDoods vhioh reduced her adviserB to despair, and one at 
leaat resigned the office. 

The death of her husband (in 1670) withdrew the 
aathority which had limited the outward expresuon of 
Ume. Quyou's eccentricities. Her own description of her 
conduct towards him and towards the mother-in-law 
whom she regarded as so severe a cross, accounts for the 
unhappinees of her married life. To her view his claim 
was OD her forbear&noe only. A long illness made him 
irritable, and she bore his reproaches in silence. She de- 
l^hted in performing the most menial offices for him, 
but she defied his wishes when they clashed with her 
fantastic whims. If be asserted his authority she wept 
unoeasicgly. She fasted to the dami^ of her health, 
and marvelled at his look of sympathy {or her consequent 
illness. Her innocent candour reveals the true condi- 
tions of her married life : the stem, worldly woman who 
ruled the household, her son, a wealthy merchant of high 
reputation, and the girl-wife whom he had obosen for her 
beauty, with no suspicion of the extraordinary develop- 
ments of which her oharaoter was capable. It was a 
dreary little drama — all the drearier because religion 
was the cause of discord, and Mme. Guyon, in childish 
Belf-complacency, r^arded herself as a martyr to her faith. 
Her husband left her great riches, and after a time 
she separated &ora his mother, taking her youngest child 
only with her. She might have married t^ain, and the 
prospect was not without attractions ; but a more visionary 
future pleased her better. Confessedly the conduct of 
' her life depended upon impulses ; the most serious deoi- 
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aioDB reeulted from a sudden thought n^^arded as an 
inspiratioiL Such a condition is susceptible of the most 
extraordinary developments. She loses herself in a maze 
of superstition, till it is impossible to separate the actual 
from the imaginary. She believed she had inought cures 
more miraculous than any of those chronicled at Lourdee. 
She believed that the vaves vere arrested as they broke 
that the boat she sat in might receive no damage ; that 
when she rode on horseback for the first time the devil 
was forcibly pushing her oS*. She does not dii^uise the 
full extent of her credulity, nor realise for a moment the 
extraordinary presumption that gave it birth ; rather she 
regarded with compassion all who did not accept her as a 
chosen messenger of the Almighty, and prayed that they 
might be enlightened. She never seems to have prayed 
that she herself might see her error if she were only self- 
elected as a teacher of mankind. 

After a period of qmet widowhood she undertook 
missionary work in the diocese of d'Aranthon, the Catholic 
Bishop of Geneva, and in the five years thus spent away 
from the surroundings of her early life, she seems to 
have formulated her theory of " Quietism," a theory the 
dangers of which are sufSciently obvious, but which 
possesses an extraordinary attraction for a certain order 
of deeply religious mind. In its most favourable form 
it is contained in the Moyen Cov/rt de /aire oraiton, a, work ' 
written under the excitement induced by her missionary 
travels, but guiltless of the worst defects of her later 
writings. 

She begins by stating that religion is entirely depen- 
dent upon prayer, and then defines her conception of 
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' what prayer should mean, " not the formal offering up of 
specific petitions," but " that state of the heart in which 
it is united to God in faith and love." Words cease to 
have value and flayer beoomes a mental state, or, as she 
expresses it, " a silence of the souL" From this silence 
of the soul proceeds the indifference of pure love, the con- 
dition of unquestioning res^ation which is the essence 
of Quietism, " But this cannot be without the principle 
of abandonment, by which we resign, abandon, or con- 
secrato ourselves entirely to God. . . . Such a soul is 
resigned in all things, whether for soul or body, whether 
for time or for eternity. , . , When we have ^ven our- 
selves to God in abaTuLonment and have exercised faith in 
God that He does now, and that He will ever, receive 
us and make us one with Himself then God becomes 
central in the soul, and all which is the opposite of G}od 
gradually dissolves itself, if one may so speak, and passes 
away. . . . When the soul baa reached this d^p:«e of 
experience it is disposed to practise the Prayer of SUence, 
80 called, not merely because it excludes the voice, but 
because it has so amplified its petitions that it has 
hardly anything to say, except to breathe forth in a 
desire unspoken, 77iy will bn done! This prayer, so 
umple and yet so comprehensive, may be said to embody 
the whole state of the soul. . . . When St. Paul speaks 
of our being led by the Spirit of God, it is not meant 
that we should cease from action, but that our action 
should be in harmony with and in subordination to the 
Divine action." 

As if some realisation of the danger of her doctrine 
dawned on her, Hme. Guyon closes her essay with a 



id By Google 



MADAME GUYON loi 

passage on " False Pretonsionfi to a State of Sanctifioa- 
tion." " Meo may pretmd to be wholly the Lord's," she 
says, " by harmony of affection and will, and by being in 
entire moral union with Him, but if they are not to there 
will certainly be something in look, in word, or in action 
which will show it." At the time of writii^ she was 
ginng practical demonstration of this final truth. It is 
not necessary to convict her of hypocrisy. She was self- 
deceived, though her hallucination was as disastrous to her 
credit as though she had practised deliberate imposture. 

The two chief dangers attendant on the Quietist 
theory are these: (i) The indifference to morality con- 
sequent on the indifference to salvation that Mma Ouyon 
indicated as the highest proof of pure love ; and (2) The 
self-confidence which, relying on the direct inspiration 
of God, disdains the laws of tradition and convention- 
ality whereby the Uves of others are controlled. On this 
last point Mme. Guyon exhibited the defects of her own 
belie£ In her celebrated connection with her confessor, 
F^ La Combe, she appears, not as a divinely directed 
sunt, but as a victim to a subtle form of hysteria fostered 
by complete independence of control. In a scandalous, 
age so notable a woman could not hope to escape 
calumny ; but Mme. Guyon is so open in her relation of 
her own proceedings that it is impossible to distrust 
hex sincerity. The simphcity of her ^otism stamps it 
genuine, and she never attempts to disguise the degree in 
which her life centred around the priest, or spares a detail 
of their intimacy. She regarded her own character as 
above suspicion, and it may be accepted that it was so ; 
they were united by mutual enthumasm, but he does not 
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appear to have broken the bonds of reason as effeotually 
as she did, and her reference to him saTOurs oocasioa- 
ally of compaasioaate oontempt as to one less advanced, 
apiritually, than heraell Nevertheless, it vas his fate to 
suffer an equal martyrdom for her theories. No doubt 
the links between them were strengtheQed by personal 
attraction, and the priest acknowledged what the woman 
would never have admitted. Once, on her way to Paris, 
she appeared suddenly at Yeroeil, whero F^ La Combe 
was livii^, and found him " strangely displeased, bo that 
he even oould not hide it from me." Her surprise at his 
displeasure is remarkable, for she had ^een informed of 
the scandals spread by her enemies concerning herself 
and her director, and that a censorious world refused to 
recognise their spiritual union. 

La Combe appears to have regarded her as "the 
chosen vessel" she claimed to be; but he knew that 
dwellers in the world must not ignore its judgments, and 
that their ^iritual privileges would not account for their 
meetii^ at YerceiL Moreover, he had won himself a 
place at TeroeU, which was infinitely precious to him. 
He had gained an influence among the soldiers of the 
garrison, men of depraved life, to whom his eloquent 
tongue and practical example of self-denial was an in- 
spiration towards virtue, and he had left Mme. Guy<»i 
and her spiritual transports behind him. Possibly he 
had discovered, by stem self-examination, that their 
intercourse was not without temptation; and when she 
pushed herself once mora into his life, he realised that 
she heralded misfortune. 

The scandal that her teoklessness thus created is a 
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deplorable oomplioation of her case. It was used as a 
weapon agunst her in subsequent cootroTersy, aad eTan 
her friends found it difficult to defend her. If the accu- 
sations brought i^ainst her had been limited to the 
question of her orthodoxy, her position would have been 
precarious enough ; but the imputation on her moral 
ODoduot was still harder to refute, her own views of her 
connection with La Combe beii^ the only innocent ex- 
planation of her proceedings. It was, however, greatly in 
her favour that this incident, of which she made no secret, 
did not exclude her from the society of the strictest of 
the ladies of the Court. The fame of her strange theories 
had preceded her. There were stories whispered of the 
visions she had seen, of messages communicated to her 
direct from another world. All eyes were turned on her 
with awe and wonder, and those who aspired to a reputa- 
tion for piety vied with each other in doing her honour. 
The group that centred round Mme. de Maintenon were 
debarred from many of the excitements afforded by the 
Court. Mme. Guyon was welcome as a novelty. Her 
somewhat reckless originality inspired fresh interest in 
the questions of doctrine and ceremonial, which were 
growing wearisome to those whose piety was chiefly a 
matter of expediency, and any attack upon the reputation 
of the devotee would at that time have raised an outcry 
among the strictest of the courtiers. Therefore her posi- 
tion morally appeared impregnable, and the recollection 
of this, the most prosperous period of her career, could 
never be wholly effaced from the minds of her contem- 
poraries. 

There were some, doubtless, who were not carried away 
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by the tide of enthusi&sm, who desired more knowledge 
of these spiritual novelties before aocepting them, and 
vere not prepared to follow the lead of Mme. de Mun* 
tenon without refleoUon. Coneddering the subsequent 
connection of their names, it is curious that F^elon 
idiould have been niunbered among these. Possibly he 
was inspired to some feeling of resentment that an 
enthusiastic woman, with but little education and no 
claim on the esteem of her hearers, should thus proclaim 
to all comers, and at all seasons, the thoughts which were 
dearest and most sacred to his souL His own agreement 
with the new theories which were now on every lip re- 
vealed to him their danger. The lack of reticence which 
distjnguished Mme. Guyou ofiended him, and he disliked 
the coiguDction of her religious views with her conduct 
r^arding Ffere La Combe. He r^arded her, therefore, 
mth suspioon; nevertheless, he was attracted by her 
i^ainst his will, a i&ot for which the fimdamental 
sympathy between them must be responsible. " The 
person that you mention to me has a bad reputation," 
he wrote of her ; " she makes use of an appearance of 
piety, and is not to be trusted. It is true that I have 
seen her at Mme. de Charost, and once or twice besides 
in good company, and that I was impressed by her, but I 
have given her no tntroductions." ' 

The letter is dated June 1694, and Mme. Ouyon, 
supported by Mme. de Maintenon, had made her own way 
to general &vour, and was independent of F^elon's 
opinion, but her memoirs reveal that she wss pos- 
sessed witJk a angular desire to number him among her 
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foUowii^. Tho society vhioh had received her doobine 
with Mithumasm included many of his friends, and, 
although he avoided personal meetings, his reputation 
must have been familiar to her. The journey from 
Teroeil was practically the end of P^re La Combe's 
career. From thence onwards his life became a tragedy, 
and Mme. Guyon, in the loss of his support, may have 
hoped to find a friend of similar calibre in F^elon. 
Undoubtedly her enemies deliberately ruined her Bar- 
nabite confessor. It was true that he travelled with her 
from Teroeil to Paris ; yet such a course was 8u£Boiently in 
accordance with the custom of the time, and he could 
prove that he had business in the capital. But the world 
did not ask his reasons or accept his proofs ; and, knowing 
as he did thai, slander had already been busy with his 
name and hers, he showed culpable recklessness. P^re 
La Motte, Mme, Guyon's brother, was awuting an oppor- 
tunity of vengeance on La Combe. His own designs on 
her large fortune led him to pursue them both with 
relentless animosity, and within a year of the journey 
from Verceil he had obtained the arrest of La Combe on 
a charge of heresy. An obscure priest whose teaching 
had in any way diverged from the strught lines the 
Church laid down bad very little possibility of self- 
defence. La Motte's purpose was easily accomplished, 
and his victim spent the twenty-seven years of life that 
still renuuned to him in close imprisonment His mind 
was not sufficiently imbued with the philosc^hy of 
Quietism to be proof against his sufferings, and his 
reason gave way a few years after his arresL His is 
a mdancholy and sordid history, and their connection 
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w the most Aupaging incident in the c&reer of Mme. 
Guyon; but both vere to a great degree responsible 
for their own misfortunes, the details of which would 
be unworthy of record but for their after effect on 
F^elon. By a strange freak of fortune, their ill-oon- 
Bidered actions were the cause of the sharpest anguish 
which he was ever called on to endure, although there is 
abundant proof that he had but little personal intercourse 
¥rith her, and had never met La Combe. 

According to Mme. Guyon's own account, character- 
ised by her usual candour, the presence of F^elon had 
an excitLDg efTeot upon her ; it is possible that she modi- 
fied her habitual phraseology that it might not be offensive 
to his ears, and after a time she succeeded in overcoming 
the prejudice with which he had at first r^arded her. 
The bans of their opinions was similar : the realisation 
of God's presence ; the recognition of His perpetual and 
complete direction, not only of the external circum- 
stances, but of the actual minds of believers, was the 
stimulus of his daily life. If this were Quietism, then 
he was as guilty as the visionary herself. Misfortune 
was threatening Mme. Guyon when F^nelon expressed 
approval of her doctrine ; the fate of La Combe was a 
shadow in the background, and her enemies were grow- 
ing bold enough to whisper suggestions of Molinos and 
Mysticism whw her name was mentioned. Every instinct 
of reasonable prudence should have urged avoidance of 
her, but — where he hoped to sift truth from folsehood — 
Finelon did not listen for the voice of prudence. He 
studied the published books of Mme. Guyon, and found 
in them an echo of his own belief. He might wish 
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to modify her statements, but he was read; to support 
them, and thus he took the first step towBj^ his own 
ruin. The full purity of his reputation was needed to 
support it against the subsequent onslaught of personal 
ealtmmy, and in this respect only did he escape un- 
injured ; but even the power of the King was not sufficient 
to create proof of evil-doing in connection with such a 
character as his. 

Mme. Guyon was the cause of infinite suffimng to 
others ; but she alao suffered much herself, and there are 
many detwls of her experiences which must have resulted 
from deep personal animosity towards her. It is im- 
possible to disentangle the web of motives which were ^ 
responsible for the Quietism controvert, but it may be 
assumed that the defence of the Church was but a 
secondary influence on the minds of the disputants. 
Nevertheless, the doctrine of Molinos had been accepted 
as a grave danger to the Church, and it cannot be dis- 
puted that that of Hme. Guyon had many essential 
points of similarity. The two volumes of her writings 
which attained celebrity (besides Le Moyen Court), Z'£x- 
flieaiian du Cantique det Cantiqaes and Lea TorrenU 
SpiriiueU, contain passives that implioato her in the 
worst errors imputed to the Spanish mystic, while the 
licence of expression she permits herself is often offensive, 
and sometimes approaches perilously near to blasphemy. ' 

Her independence of the outward forms of religion, 
including confession, excited the suspicion of Godet Des- 
maraifi. Bishop of Chartres and confessor to Mme. de 
llaintenon. In this last capacity he was brought into 
constant intercourse with the Ladies of Saint-Louis at 
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' Sunt-Cyr, and he detected that the influence of Mme. 
Guyon iras mimical to the authority of the Church. 
Consideration of her wridngs increased his aUrm, and he 
charged her with the heresy known as false Mysticism, 
She appealed to F^nelon for advice, and at his bidding, 
laid the matteor before fiossuet as the foremost theologian 
of the day. F^elon was deceived in his opinion of his 
friend, and had not calculated on his virulence of opposi- 
tion, to the whole idea of Mysticism. He himself was in 
no danger from the chief temptations that the doctrine 
<^ered to sincerely religious minds — indifTerence to salva- 
tion and pasfflve contemplation that set no value upon 
efforts for the good of others — and he had given deep 
study to the mystjo writings of the Saints. Bossuet, on 
the other hand, never understood the true meaning of 
Mysticism, and does not seem to have realised the ez- 
tmt to which it was supported by the writings of the 
Sunts; he was a sincerely religious man, but his Qod 
was transcendent. Almighty but not Immanent, and the 
speculations and assertions of Mme. Guyon roused 
him to such fierce indignation that his opposition had 
not long been declared before it assumed the aspect of 
personal enmity. 

In fact both F^nelon and Bossuet approached the 
question of Mme. Guyon's heresy under the influence 
a( difTering misconceptions. F^nelon greatly undervalued 
the dai^ers arising from the development of her theories ; 
while Bossuet would not acknowledge the sanction to 
some of her assertions which may be found in the books 
of St. Francis de Sales and other of the Sunts especially 
cherished by the Roman Catholic Church, The point is 
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important, because their celebrated quarrel or^pnated in 
this differenoe, but at the beginning of their examination 
of Mme. Gujon's doctrine they were still, outwardly, 
in accord. In conjunction with de Noailles, then Bishop 
of Ohalons, and M. Tronson, they met at Is^, by the 
Kii^B order, to give formal consideration to the cbai^ 
of heresy brought against Mme. Guyon. The con- . 
Cerenoes continued at intervals for some months, and 
resulted in thirty resolutions especially bearing upon 
Quietism, known as the Articles of Issy. The wording 
of thrae articles is very ambiguous, and F^elon had no 
difficulty in subscribing to them, although they implied 
censure upon Hme. Guyon. 

The rumour of accusations brought against Mme. 
Guyon effected an extraordinary change in the opinions 
of her friends ; those who had never wearied of applaud- 
ii^ her avoided the mention of her name, they forgot 
that they had gloried in echoing her sentiments, and 
believed they had always observed her with suspicion ; 
and if she needed proof of the evanescence of human 
friendships she found it at this moment. Her adver- 
saries were wholly without scruple ; they laid every species 
of trap to b^uile her into damaging admissions, and 
they were secure in the support of Church and Crown. 
She, on the other hand, stood practioaUy alone. She was 
imprisoned in a convent where she was the victim of 
constant petty ill-treatment, and debarred from seeking 
advice from any who were friendly to her, Tet though 
it was easy to prove her reckless and misguided in speech 
and conduct, it could not be denied that the strength of 
her defence lay — -not in a natural claim on liberty and 
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, jiutioe — but in her confident in the Love of God. This 
was a stronger power than her vanity, her ^^tism, or 
her self-eonsciouBness, and in defiance of menace, civil or 
derioal, she persisted in her belief that she had found a 
truth of which do earthly power could deprive her. 

From the moment that Bossuet drew attention to 
Uie heresy of her opinions, there was no cessation to the 
suffering she was required to ending The most atrocious 
forms of slander were linked to her name and generally 
circulated. She was hunted from every place where she 
sought refuge and retirement, and the minds of her re- 
muning friends and followers were poisoned against her 
by selections from the wildest of her literary efforts, so 
chosen and distorted that the sense became revolting. 

, Yet until age and imprisonment had broken her physical 
strength she retained the strange serenity of Mysticism. 
Secure in the confidence of her disputed doctrine that 
all her thoi^hts were of God's suggestion, and therefore 
necessarily sinless, she justified her faith by maintainii^ 
a composure which the most fiery assaults of indignant 
Churchmen could not ru£9e. She was ready to admit that 
others might fail to reach a similar condition of detach- 
ment, and so fall into error, but she had no misgivings 
as to her own privileges. She considered that she had 
yielded her will entirely to God by a permanent act of 
renunciation, and that He had accepted her renunciation. 

' K her Autobiography is a true representation of the doc- 
trine of Quietism it is not convincing, for the Self of 
Hme. Guyon is never absent, it never ceases to glory in 
her sufferings and in her patience under them, to witness 
to her mystic privil^M, to contemplate the sensatitm she 
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created in ihd minds of others; and if ehe, irho was 
eertcunly pure in her aspirations, could be thus deluded, 
the possible effect of her doctrine upon persons vith 
temptations stronger than their sanctity is quite incal- 
culable. 

It vas left to Bossuet to raise the cry of warning, but ' 
the fallacies of Quietism should have been patent to ordi- 
nary minds. The King had, from the fifst appearance at 
Court of Mma Guyon, deprecated the encouragement she 
received from Mme. de Maintenon. It is no injustice to 
BoBBuet to assume that this fiict influenced his action ; 
bat he had other incentives, and his treatment of her 
was consistent with his professed opinions. 

He was a devout Churchman uid a scholar. His keen 
reasoning faculty rebelled against the claims of Mysti- 
cism, and he detected the eza^eration in Mme. Guyon's 
account of her experiences. He was, in &ct, as sceptical 
of the supernatural as she was credulous, and they had 
no common ground on which to start discussion. In 
argument he vanquished her. His ready flow of words 
was seldom checked to give her a moment for reply, and 
an interview with him generally reduced her to complete 
exhaustion. Nevertheless, his logic was thrown away upon 
her ; he even fiuled to convince her that the intervention 
of saint or priest was necessary to obtun her salvatjon, 
and she would not recognise his chum to speak at all on 
the doctrine which was everything to her, for, in the 
phrase of Molinos : " To those who have not proved them, 
these things are as colour to the blind or music to the 
deaf." This is the summary of a point of view which 
is absolutely unassailable, and constitutes a formidable 
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Btnmbling-blook in all theolf^cal controversy, for those 
who hold it honestly, possess a shield which the sharpest 
arrow of reason or of ridicule cannot pierce, and from 
behind its shelter can regard the efforts of their un- 
enlightened adversary with compassion. Thus armed, 
Hme. Quyon was invulnerable to the shafts of Bossuet's 
wit, and her belief in the heavenly messages so constantly 
accorded to her, in the miracles of healing which had 
preserved her feeble life, in the tangible demons she had 
exorcised, remained unshaken. 

The history of the resolute attack made uponF^oelon 
by Bossuet is an interesting study in the frailty of human 
nature, but it is not necessaiy to seek deep motives for 
his antagonism towards Mme. Guyon. Her attitude of 
calm conviction that her knowledge came from a source 
higher than any to which he, after the labours of a 
lifetime, had access, was maddening to a man whose 
intellect and lemming were held in venerati<m by every 
student of theol<^, to whose opinion the most eminent 
men and women of the day deferred as to an oracle ; and 
it is no marvel that his resentment should have been 
implacable f^ainst the half-educated visionary who thus, 
in full view of his contemporaries, set him at defiance. 

Fortune had seemed to smile on Mme. Guyon when 
Mme. de Muntcnon admitted her to intimacy, but her tran- 
sient favour waa her ruin. When she had once crossed 
the threshold of Sunt-Cyr, the Kii^ directed his atten- 
tion to her, for he shared Mme. de Maintenon's enthu- 
siasm for the institution while it was still a novelty, and 
would permit no whisper of possible heresy in the ears of 
those who received their truning under his patronage. 
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The dootrine of Quietism was, in fact, exceptionally per- 
nicious to undeveloped minds, and was proportionately 
attractive, for it gave boundless scope to sentiment and 
ims^natitm, faculties which are blighted by the monotony 
of school and convent life. Mme. Guyon perceived at . 
onoe that she would find fertile ground at Saint-Cyr ; the 
Ladies of Stunt-Louis, no less than the scholars, were 
ready with their sympathy, and she sowed the seed of 
her new theories with a generous hand, foreseeii^ that 
the opportunity would not be lasting. 

As has been demonstrated, Mme. de Maintenon made 
a fatal mistake when she opened the door to those 
sacred precincts ; she herself might have found such teach- 
ing sufficiently innocuous, and its novelty stimulating to 
her jaded taste, but her imprudence was far less ex- 
cusable than in the corresponding case of F^elon's 
admission. The mistake was decisive of the fate of the 
enthusiast ; it drew suspicion on* her patroness, and 
{secluded her from even an attempt at defending the 
prosoribed doctrine. F^elon's support was useless, for 
the King had already declared himself, and Mme. de 
Maintenon loved power far too weU to let it waver in the 
balance. Mme. Guyon realised that she was deserted, 
but she was not long in discovering that there remained 
one friend on whom she might rely. " Bo not talk of 
me, I implore you," she wrote to M. de Chevreuse when 
suspicion was gathering round her, "unless it be to 
M. I'AbM de F^nelon, ld whom I can confide ; to him my 
heart is open." 

Yet, as her case grew hopeless, she appealed many 
times to Mme. de Maintenon, Boeking to move her to pity 
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of her desolate condition ; ehe vas deceived, perhaps, hy 
the endeaToui' made by that calculating lady to give her 
disaffection a gradual appearance. But though Mme. de 
' Maintenon's inclinations were in favour of Quietism, she 
never really wavered ; the royal fiat was to her as 
absolute as to the humblest subject of the King. To an 
intimate correspondent, Mme. de St. Q^ran, she reveals 
her secret leanings towards the vi^onary, even when she 
was ready to condemn her publicly. " I have had a 
copy of L'£xplication du Cantigue des Cantiqaes for two 
months," she wrote in May 1 694 ; " there are some 
involved passages, some instructive, and some which I 
do not in any way approve. L'Abb^ de Finelon tells me 
that one may find the highest form of devotion in the 
Mogen Court. ... I read a piece to the King, who 
pronounced it to be raving. He is not far enough 
advanced in religion as yet to appreciate its perfection. 
I have entreated Mme. notre Superieure to forbid our 
ladies to have these books in their hands in future. 
Such reading is too strong for them ; they require milk 
suited to their t^. Mme. Guyon edifies them, never- 
theless I have asked her to discontinue her visits ; but I 
cannot forbid them to read letters from one of such piety 
and virtue. M. de Paris seems much incensed against 
her ; but he owns that the dai^er of her errors lies not 
in themselves but in their result, and that there is more 
to fear than to condenm." 

Mme. de Mainteuon evidently found it difficult to 
retreat with the dignity befitting her reputation ; it was 
not easy to sacrifice Mme. Guyon and retain any claim 
to consistency, and already, looming in the distance, she 
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uv the posfiible necessity of aaorifidng F^elon. That 
apprehensioa was not likely to soften her heart tovards 
the cause of her anxieties ; yet it was difficult to read 
appeals, of whioh the following is a spedmen, and remun 



" Madame," wrote Mme. Guyon, " so loi^ as I was 
only accused of praying and teaching others to pray, I 
was content to remain hidden. I believed that every one 
would be satisfied if I neither spoke nor wrote to any 
one, that I should appease my enemies and calm the 
Station of certiun worthy people who were disturbed by 
calumny ; but I find myself accused of that which con- 
cerns my honour — that crime is spoken of. I believe it 
to be due to the Church, to my family, and to myself, 
that the truth should be made known. Therefore, 
Uadama, I ask of you such justice as is not refused to 
the most dejHraved in the most unenlightened countries : 
to let me have my trial, and to give me judges — half 
lay, half clerical — people of recognised standing and 
unprejudiced, for honesty is not enough when slander 
has prejudiced so many. If you obtun this favour for 
me— and, by the wounds of Christ, I beseech it of you, 
Madame — I will go to whatever prison it may please you 
or the King to commit me." 

Indignation had inspired Hme. Guyon's pen; her 
righteous wrath had banished affectation, and F^nelon 
himself could not have written with more obvious 
sincerity. " Tet another letter from Mme. Guyon; the 
woman is importunate ! " was Mme. de Maintenon's com- 
ment to her favoiu^ correspondent. " Truly she is very 
unlucky." She proceeds to give a possible scheme for 
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the trial her suppliant desired; but her thoi^hts 
wandered to F^nelon, vho vas not in any way involved 
in the arrangements. " H. I'Abb^ de F6nelon is too 
spiritual not to believe that one can love God for Himself 
only, and too wise to believe that one con love Him in 
the midst of the most shameful vices. He assures me 
that he only interferes in the matter to prevent careless 
condemnation of the opinions of true s^ts. He ifi not 
Mme. Quyon's defender although he is her fiiend ; he is 
the defender of Christian godliness and piety. I trust in 
hiB word because I have met few men aa honest as he is ; 
and you may tell him so." 

There is no evidence that Mme. de Maintenon made 
any effort to save Mme. Guyon once the tide had turned 
agtdnst her. All her energy was concentrated on ridding 
Saint-Cyr of the traces of her heretical loBtmction, and re- 
establishing her own tranquil authority ; the cause of all 
her difficulties was abandoned to such justice or mercy 
as she might receive at the hands of Bossuet. Mme. 
Guyon's first experience of imprisonment was of six 
months' duration in t^e diocese of Meauz, where she 
oould not escape from interviews sought by the bishop, 
and had no defence agtunst his a^;uments and threats ; 
but no power was strong enough to shake her faith and 
behef in a passive condition of prayer. She was ready 
to admit errors in her writings, misuse of words that 
conveyed a fidse impression (she often lamented the 
paucity of terms expressive of her sentiments), but the 
conviction that her thoughts had been directly inspired 
by God made it blasphemy to admit a fault in them. 
This was her fiuth, and in this she was immovable. 
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Bosauat, mored at length to admiration of her resolute 
endurance, set her free trom the convent, and as she was 
willing to remain thenceforth in complete retirement, it 
seemed likely that her trouhles were at an end. But 
her name had become the mainspring of numberless 
petty intrigues ; it was imposuble that she should sink 
into obliTion. The ladies of the Court, stirred by her 
teaching, had turned from those amenable confessors 
whose leniency had reconciled conscience and inclination 
to others more severe, and the resentment of the deserted 
priests fell upon Mme. Guyon. Bossuet's weaknesses 
made him an easy power to move for their revenge. It 
was whispered that the Quietist had defeated him in 
atgmnent, converted him to her own theories, that in 
future he might be found working with F^nelon for her 
defence. The rumour carried a si^estion of mockery 
which was insupportable to the bishop's pride, already 
galled by the reastance of those who should have 
deferred to his opinion; he was secure of the King's 
sympathy, and the Quietist was cons^ed to the prison 
of Vincenues in the winter of 1 695. Mme. de Maintenon 
had not then cut herself off from intercourse with 
F^nelon, and so long as they met face to face, his in- 
fluence over her remained. It was at this point, there- 
fore, that Mme. de Maintenon made her only decisive 
effort on behalf of the prisoner ; she obtuned her release 
from Vincennes, but only on condition of her remaining 
in the closest durance in a convent at Vau^rard. 

During the year that followed Finelon left the Court 
for the last time. He never saw Mme. de Muntenon 
s^oan, and she interfered no more to soiben the fate of 
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. Hme. Guyon. By a final act of royal tyranny die Quietist 
w&B committed to the BastiUe, and her onemies were satis- 
fied at length. To her highly-strung temperament the 
associations of hopeleaaness and suffering inseparable 
from the very name of tha great State prison vere orer- 
vhelmii^; in some ways her treatment was much less 
rigorous than during her confinement at Vaug^rard, but 
she was never permitted the solace of a friendly face, 
and had every reason for believing death the only end 
to her sufferings that was possible. She acknowledges 
that the five years spent in that gloomy plaoe were ter- 
rible. She magnified the fretting grievances of early life 
into tragedies, but the details of that period of solitude 
and persecution are not recorded. There is no human 
lai^age for describing sach an experience as she was 
required to endure ; it must perforce go down into silence, 
uid the silence is signifioant. 

Considering how unsparing had been the King's 
severity towards her, and the dai^er of displaying even 
compassion for her misfortunes, it is remarkable that she 
should ever have become an object for the royal cle- 
mency; it came too late to preserve her health, but it 
probably prolonged her life. She was permitted to re- 
move to her son's house at Diziers for six months' 
ohoi^, under strict supervision, and when the moment 
came for her release she was found to be so shattered in 
nerve and physical strength that she had to be carried 
thither in a htter. This was in 1702, when F^nelon's 
fate had been long decided and Quietism no longer en- 
grossed the public mind ; she was suffered, therefore, to 
remun in comparative freedom. The fourteen years of 
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her life Uiat renuuned were passed at Blois in close seolu- 
sion ; she vas too much broken by persecution to be a 
further danger to the Church, her active life had ended 
when the gates of the Bastille closed upon her, and she 
could not have survived another year of imprisoDment. 
The few who knew her after her release bore witness that 
she was never heard to complain of those who had used 
her so cruelly. " They believed that they did well," was 
her comment, the accuracy of which is open to question. 
The object of her enemies had been to silence her, and 
in tias they were successful ; but it is difScult to admit 
that the means employed conformed to any standard of 
well-doing. 

She could sum up the lesson of her life in a few words, -. 
worth all the unrestrtuned extravf^anoe of her writii^ 
" It was Ood's will to humble me," she said ; " I am not 
yet humbled enough. Blessed be His name." Her de- 
olining years exhibited the strength and endurance of 
her faith to noble purpose ; she had prooluiued it when 
her world was listeniog to her in the hush of speechless 
admiration, and it had not faltered before the test of 
general contumely. The test was not a light one, for five 
years' confinement in the Bastille was an ordeal calcu- 
lated to bring a man or woman down to reality, and the 
tissues woven by imf^ination and self-oomplaoency fell 
to pieces when the applause and sympathy of others was 
withdrawn. Hme. Guyon declared that her God was 
all-sufficient for her, that her soul was so merged in 
Him, so irrevocably lost, " as a drop of water in the 
ooean," in the greatness of His glory, that she had no 
further part with earthly things, and it was ordained that 
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t she should put this self-annihilation to the proo£ When 
she acknowledged that she endured terrible moments, she 
was admitting that it &uled her, for if her theory had 
been absolutely valid, if self oould be bo lost in Qod that 
erery thought was but an impression of His Spirit, then 
life could have no terrors, no sorrow, and no joy. In 
admitting that, as a lonely persecuted human being, she 
suffered, she convicts herself of inconsistency ; but in her 
endurance of her suffering, in her fortitude and resolution 
under it, she testified that her faith was not the halluci- 
nation of a vifflonary but rather the venture of a pious 
soul, grasping too much and therefore fiuUng, but still 
taking hold of a great trutJi that had power to keep her 
steadfast, in defiance of every tarial inBicted by prejudice 
and intolerance. 

It is difficult to estimate the value of her contribu- 
tion to the history of human thought. In its ultimate 
result it ranks lower than less sensational doctrine ; but, 
although her imi^pnation often carried her away and her 
revolt f^ainst the restraint of the world's opinion misled 
her fatally, the actual force and ooun^e of her conviction 
claims the reverence of all seekers after truth. In a 
society so loose in morals and d^aded in ideals as was 
that of France under Louis XIV., she turned from the 
beaten track to a steeper and less alluring path ; she 
realised the greatness of religion so keenly that the con- 
trast between its infinite importance and the pettiness of 
the aims of diuly life overwhelmed her, and her reasoning 
&culty was not strong enough to counterbalance the 
strength of the impression. The chum of human fellow- 
ship, the family ties which Christ Himself sealed and 
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sano^ed, were ignored in the ardour of her pursuit of a 
phantasm, and for many years of her life she was con- 
vinced that the supreme grace she pictured had been 
accorded to her. 

Age and experience at length oTertkrew this arrc^ant 
certainty of Divine selection; she learned, perhaps by 
solitude, to find herself, and rest content with a calmer 
ffuth in the indwelling and fellowship of Qod; but in 
spite of all her errors and exa^erations, in spite of the 
suffering and discord whereof she was the cause, it should 
be remembered to her honour that her aim, however ill- 
directed, was above all else to solve the en^;ma of our 
human life, to understand the mystery of prayer. 
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CHAFTER V 

THE QUIETISM CONTROVERSY 

HisTOBiCAlXT, the Quietism coutroTersj is the central 
point in the life of F^oelon, &nd it may also be termed 
the oentral point in the development of his character. 
During the earlier period of his careet every circum- 
stance seems to have combined to smooth the path he 
had chosen; if he resolutely turned away from the 
delights of the world, he had every inducement of per- 
sonal friendship and general veneration to keep to the 
way of self-deniaL " He desires to be loved," Mme. do 
Muntenon had written of him many years before ; in the 
intimate circle of de Beauvilliers and de Chevreuse he 
obtfuned his desire to the full It is idle to speculate on 
what he might have become if the world had continued 
to smile on him ; tmdoubtedly the highest honours were 
within his reach, and he would ere long have obtained 
the dignity of cardinal. Nevertheless, his years of exile 
at Cambrai are a more impressive conclusion to a life 
b^fun under the auspices of Sainb-Sulpice than any of 
the glories of the Papal Court could be. The gradual 
unfoldii^ of his character is evident from the time when 
he drank in H. Tronson's exhortations to self-surrender 
and disinterested love, through the years in which his 
mind lay open to the scrutiny of Bossuet, until the crisis 
came when he found himself uraigned as a traitor to 
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the Church he loved by the friend whom he hfui trusted ; 
and throughout, whatever bypaths of ambition or 
dedre may hare temporarily beguiled him, he held 
to the supreme purpose which had iuspired his earliest 
refleotiom. 

The controversy that convulsed the Koman Church / 
at the end of the seventeenth century has long ceased to 
ei^^age attenUon; its details are, however, not without 
interest to the historian. It reveals Mme. de Maiatenon 
trimming her sails to the breezes of expediency with the 
most convincing distinctness, and the differii^ charao- 
teristios of Bossuet, de Noailles, and many another 
distinguished pilot of the Church are depicted with a 
vividness impossible of attainment otherwise. The primary 
cause of it was noininally the King's eagerness to root 
out every sign of heresy within his realm ; this had 
turned his attention to Mme. Guyon, and inspired a 
general criticism of the Quietists; but also he resented t 
the growing friendship between F^nelon and Mme. do 
Maintenon. Bossuet also, in a difierent way, was jealous 
of the friendship, and ready to work on the royal preju- 
dice as soon as he detected it. F^nelon's appointment to 
the duke and subsequent archbishopric were the result 
of his favour with the public rather than with the King ; 
bis spiritual religion never appealed to Louis, who was 
easily disposed to rank him as a dangerous cbarlatui m 
the same cat^fory with Molinos. 

Bossuet waited till every circimistanoe was propitious 
for his attack ; his bitterness towards his former friend 
must have been of gradual growth, ori^nating in some 
sort of rivalry. In the days of their &miliar intercourse 
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at Gemiigny he had rect^^nised F^nelon's ability, his g^ 
of graceful speech and his literary power, and he knew 
that at any moment Che post he held might place him 
foremost among rulers, for if the King died the eyes 
of the nation would be turned towards the young Duke 
of Burgundy, while the Dauphin, Bossuet's own pupil, 
could never be more than a crowned nonentity. Bossuet, 
after bo many years of pre-eminence, could not face the 
posubilities unfolded by such speculations ; his way of 
life had not fostered his a^eotions, and, between envy 
and ambition, his love for F^nelon withered rapidly, and 
he traded on the unsuspicious nature of his victim. 
^ It has been shown already that F^nelon did not 
yield to the attraction of Mme. Guyon's doctrine till her 
period of favour was near its close, and even during their 
brief personal intercourse he was always reluctant to re- 
oommetid her or her books to others. He expressly 
states that he never gave a copy of the latter to any 
one, and it is probable that only his intimate friends 
were conscious of the degree of sympathy existing 
between them. From Bossuet, however, he had no con- 
cealments. While he was reflecting on the worth of 
Mma Guyon's theories he would have discussed them 
freely with him, and, if he had remained the simple 
abb^ of the Nouvelles Catholiques, M. de Ueaux might 
have left him to dream and speculate unchaUenged. 
But he was the friend of Hme. de Haintenon, and the 
Kii^; made him Archbishop of Cambrai; that consti- 
tuted his original guilt, and Bossuet, in his zeal for the 
Church, did not scruple to bring up their confidential 
diBcussions as evidence of heresy, declaring that the 
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Accused book vas less heretical than the opaiona its 
writer had expressed in his hearing, and oonstantly re- 
peating his assertion in the society where F^nelon was 
most revered. 

"Obserre (and you may protest on my behalf)," 
F^nelon wrote to his agent in Rome when he heard of 
this treachery, " that we had but two conTersations on 
this topic, wherein we only talked vaguely, without 
entering on any special question."' 

Even these two conversations were before his ap- 
pointment to the See of Cambrai, and he was consecrated 
by Bossuet himself, although suspicions of Quietism were 
ahready in the air. This fact should have told in his 
favour, for those who knew him knew that he would 
not have disguised his real opinions. Bossuet deftly 
turned his own inoonsistenoy in the matter to his own 
advantage, however, by subsequently making elaborate 
and somewhat theatrical apologies to the Kit^ for having 
taken any part in a ceremony so prejudicial to the 
Church, and Ftoelon refused to attach any importance 
to the incident. " He never asked me if I was of his 
opinion," he says ; " such a question would have been 
utterly improper. Agreement with the Church is what 
is necessary, not with one particular bishop." ' 

Bossuet could hardly expect a man of such strong 
intellectual powers to remun perpetually submissive to 
him. F^nelon's independence was late of development. 
He clung to a condition of tutelage endeared by custom 
long after his personal influence and authority were 

I Carrapondanet d* Findon, viil. 3j8, to de Chanterao, September 1697. 
' Ibid., viil, 337, jKntitu7 1698. 
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reoc^nised by others ; but when the moment came that 
their opmions clashed, his fundamental smcerity of 
thought made submisBion impossible, and Bossuet, vhen 
he applied his deciuve test, must have foreseen the 
jffobable result. It -was fortimate for him that his 
demres accorded with those of the King. The King had 
declared gainst Mme. Guyon and her theory of prayer 
as represented in her celebrated pamphlet, Ze Moym 
Court; the moment was, therefore, opportune for 
another work treating the same subject &om another 
point of view, and Bossuet seized it to compose his 
' £liait ^Oraison. This purported to be a commentary 
on the Articles of lasy, and in it Mme. Guyon's doctrine 
received no mercy. His pen was a sure weapon, and 
she was defenceless. If he had aimed only at her 
downfall he was secure of success, but he desired to 
shake the foundation of F^nelou's influence also, and 
that was a more complicated matter. His method of 
accomplishing his purpose was ii^enious : he sent his 
book to F^nelon to read and sanction before it was 
published, knowing that hy consenting his colleague 
must admit error m his own expressed opinions, and 
thus weaken his position in the Church for ever, while 
the consequences of refusal were incalculable, and might 
possibly be fatal to his career. 

In the spring of 1695 F^nelon, at the Conference of 
Issy, had agreed in the Artioles r^arding Quietism, and 
he imaged that it would be equally easy to agree to 
the book which he knew to be in preparation. He was 
at Cambru when the manuscript reached him, and 
therefore could not take counsel with any of hia confi- 
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dential Mends, As he turned the leaves and skinuned 
their meaning, it appeared to him to be impossible to 
endorse the opinions they contained, and he found that 
his implicit confidence in Bossuet had involved him in 
a positioa from which he could not escape without some 
degree of inconsistency, for, in his opinion, the book 
accused Mme. Guyon of the most mischievous tenets of 
the corrupt followers of Molinos. " If, by a public sub- 
scription to it, I supported this explanation of her 
system," he wrote in one of the many pamphlets of the 
controversy, "I should help to convince the world in 
general that the imputation on her is true, and that 
she is, in consequence, the most accursed being upon 
earth. 

" I have often seen her ; it is well known that I have, 
and I respect her. I have allowed people of high repu- 
tation, who trust me, to hold her in high esteem. . . . 
I could not esteem her without going to the very foun- 
dation of her theories; I have got more to the bottom 
of them than her examiners could possibly have done, 
because she was more open and free with me, and 
confided in me completely."* 

The view here expressed is a somewhat exf^j^^ated 
one, nevertheless it is obvious that his code of honour 
bound him to support the accused woman as far as 
posedble, despite the loss in friends and reputation she 
might cost him, and in this he was hampered by the 
£uth in Bossuet which he had so openly professed. Such 
expressions as the following were not easy to forget, yet 
it was httle more than a year since he had written them. 

' ^'•vrvi if Ptntlon, It., p. 91. 



id By Google 



138 PENELON 

" VxBflAiLLis, Dtemim 16, 1694. 
" I must simply obey always, for it is neither the 
man nor the teamed doctor that I see in you — ^it is Qod. 
Even when you are mistaken, my absolute obedience is 
not mistaken, and mistakes made in humihty and under 
the control of those who have authority in the Church 
do not trouble me. Onoe f^ain, Monseigneur, if it were 
possible for you to be doubtful of my entire compliance, 
test it. and do not spare me. Albeit your mind is more 
enlightened ihan that of others, I pray that Qod may 
darken it, leaving you the light of His only. All my life, 
Monseigneur, I shall be equally full of respect for you." ' 

It is impossible to form a fair estimate of Boasuet's 
conduct if we ignore suoh evidence as this, and F^elon 
himself found it as difficult to reconcile his new attitude 
of defiance with his former absolute humility as to retract 
his expressions of i^eement with Mme. Ouyon. Hw 
desolate condition went far towards deoidu^ him in his 
ohoice, and if he had yielded to Bossuet at such a orias 
he would have found it hard ever to clium bis independ- 
ence. He was loyal to the Church even when it con- 
demned him; he was in complete agreem^t with the 
whole system of authority, but as Archbishop of Cambrai 
he owed no allegiance to the Bishop of Meauz, and he 
was asserting this principle when he refused to add his 
name to those of de Noailles and Desmands, who were 
ready to sanction the Stats ^Oraison, 

Bossuet may have expected him to take the safer 
course of ^[leement, even thoi^h it left l^Jm open to 

> Carrapottdanet d* Pfnihn, tU. 
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foture attack ; but from tha momeat that his refusal was 
made public the most powerful brain iu tho kingdom 
Tras at work to compass his downfall, and the celebrated 
friendship which had edified society for so many years 
was at an end. F^elon's grief at the rupture of the 
bond between them was deep and dncere. " God alone 
knows what pain it is to me to give pun to one for 
whom, in all the world, I have the most attachment and 
respect," ' he wrote, even when he was defending himself 
&om the most virulent attacks, and he would not have 
called Qod to witness to a profession that was not 
absolutely sincere. 

The ^Hais ^Oraison is founded on the teaching of the ' 
Saints and Fathers of the Church, carefully cited so as 
to contradict the assertions of Mme. Guyon. Bossuet 
summarises Quietism as " Indifference between salvation 
and damnation, between the favour and disapproval of 
Ood, the suppression of desire, of action, of effort, of all 
direct employment of free-will," * and he will allow no 
other meaning \o the ezprestdons " abandonment " and 
" oooBecration," so constantly on the lips of Mme. Guyoa 

As the book professed to be an enlargement of the ' 
Articles of Issy, the Church's judgment upon Mysticism, 
which had been signed by F^nelon, it was necessary for 
him to defend his refusal to support it if he would 
escape a charge of gross inconsistency, and it was with 
this object that he wrote his own commentary on 
the Articles, which he entitled L'Szplicaivm ilea Mascimet 
des Saints «ur la Vie Int&rieurt. This treatise, b«ng 
merely an arrangement of the opinions attributed to the 

' (EwfTu dt Findpn, It., p^ lot. * J&att tOraiioK, Ur. r. 
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Saints, with the &lse dedactions drawn from them bj 
Molinos and others, is now very difficult reading, and is 
the weakest of F^nelon'e works from the literuy point of 
view, but it was the epitome of his own view of the 
question, and therefore of infinite interest at the period <d 
writing. It was, in fact, a defence of the Sainta, whom 
he felt to be involved in the attacks on modem Mysti- 

. dsm. The most superficial knowledge of the writings of 
such Tisionaries as St Teresa or St. Catherine of Genoa 
will indicate their affinity with the tea<^iing of Hme. Guyon, 
but it was with the doctrine of St. Francis de Sales that 
f ^elon was especially concerned. Throughout his life 
he continued to recommend the maxims of St. fVanois 
as themes for meditation and incentives to self-conquest, 
and it was of vital importance to him that no reflection, 
even indirect, should be cast upon their purity. It can 
hardly be disputed that the writings of St. Francis are 
susceptible to the imputation of what was known as 
fiilse Mysticism. Beforo the arraignment of Molinos 
many propositions had been not only tolerated, but 
approved by the Church, which Bossuet would have 
convicted of heresy, and therefore the iiulure of any effort 
to exonerate the Sunts from some of the ohaiges proved 
against Mme. Guyon was a forgone conclusion, for — to 
choose one instance from the many — St. Bernard of Clair- 
vaux is quite as expUcit<Hi the question of passive or c<m- 
templative prayer as the Quietist writer of Ze Moym Court, 
F^elon had, in fact, attempted the impossible, and 
had ventured every hope and ambiUoa of his life on the 
attempt The comment attributed to Innocent XIL — 

' " Monseigneur de Cambrai errs from excess of love, Mon- 
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Beignear de Meauz from lack of it " — describes the ntufr- 
tion. It -was easy for F^elon to find support for his ■ 
own doctrine in the writings of the Saints, and he did m 
in his HcoBima; but when he endeavours to {»x)ve that 
his doctrine and thmra is absolutely distinct from Quietism, 
he becomes hopelessly obscure. He was, however, so 
confident in bis book that he submitted it to de Noailles, 
Archbishop of Paris, and to his old master, H. Tronscni. 
He consulted a representative of the Sorbonne also, and 
when he hsA complied with the few alterations suggested, 
the book was pronounced to be tmii dor. De Noailles 
recommended, however, that the Maaames should not 
appear till Bossuet's Stats tCOraium had been given to 
the pubUo, and to this F^elon agreed readily. The 
advice was good, but iinfortunately his Mends, prompted 
by most mistaken zeal, caused the book to be printed 
and distributed durii^ his absence from Paris. 

The result was most disastrous, Les Mcuenrtes was , 
intended as an answer to the £tais ifOraison. If they had 
appeared simultaneously its existence would have been 
widerstood, but, coming by itself, it was micalled-for and 
superfiuous. Moreover, to the general public its meanii^ 
seemed to be so involved that considerable self-confidence 
was required to profess an individual opnion of its 
doctrine. Its obscurity irritated those who had been 
eager to obtain it on account of their love for its author, 
and it lay at the meicy of theologians who mig^t explain 
its subtleties as they pleased, 

"SHxeology was a favourite topic of conversation at that 
time among many who were not theologians, and a 
rumour of the discusnon was not loi^ in reaching the 
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King. F^nelon had held no communication vith Bossuet 
on the subject of Les Maximes, a fact easily ezpluned by 
their late disi^reement regarding the StaU fOraiton, but 
liable to misinterpretatioD, and it vas easy to vhisper 
that he was declaring himself a partisan of Hme. Ouyon 
and Quietism, and to rouse the King to ind^nation that 
he had not been warned before. Having gained this 
point, Bossuet adopted the attitude most advantageous to 
himself and derogatory to F^neloDi be was full of con- 
trition that affection should have made him hesitate to 
aj^rise the King of his suspicions earlier, and he under- 
took to do all that lay in his power to bring the Arch- 
bishop of Cambrai to humble acknowledgment of his 
errors, not foigetting to suggest the terrible possibilities 
of dai^r to the princes and the nation owii^ to the 
position of the culprit at Court and in the CSiurch. 

It is open to argument that F^nelon was mistaken in 
his original opposition to Bossuet. To the modem reader 
the ^tate cSOraiton appears innocuous, except, perhaps, in 
its closing sentences, which are very explicit in their con* 
demnation of every form of Mysticism ; but F^neloa was 
sensitive to any reflection on his doctrine, and the per- 
secution whioh Hme. Guyon was suffering aroused his 
ind^nation and his ohivalry. Her burden was already so 
overwhelming that his censure could have added little to 
the load, and his intervention did not lighten it ; never- 
theless, even if he was wrong in his original defiance, his 
subsequent self-restrtunt and probity redeem his position, 
and Lu MasDijnes, if one may ju^jfe by contemporary 
correspondence, was innocent of heresy in the eyes (tf 
unprejudiced critics. Its condemnation was, in &ct, die 
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result of the malignity of Bossuet, whioh every oiioum- 
stiuice combined to foster, mitil his powerful biain was 
completely concraitrated on it. 

The excitement in Fans over the supposed heresy of 
the Archbishop of Camtffu was as great as that caused in 
Rome by the fall of Molinos, and those who trimmed 
their sails to suit the breeze that blew at Court were 
frequently in difficulties, De Koiulles must be included ' 
in this cate^ty; be had openly commended the ill- 
omened treatise, and now, beii^ altogether disinclined to 
stand in opposition to Bossuet and the King, was forced 
to veer round and contradict himself. The course taken 
by Mme. de Miuntenon has been indicated already, and 
to F^nelon the defection of such friends as these was only 
less painful than the misfortunes that fell on those who 
remained &ithful to bim 

Bossuet was methodical and deliberate in action. In 
the March after the publication of Lea Maaimta he sum- 
moned de Noailles, Archbishop of Paris, and Godet 
Besmarais, Kshop of Chartres, to confer upon it These 
two were not only eminent in the Church, but also closely 
connected with the Ooiurt, and conspicuous figures at 
Versailles. The one was confessor to Mme. de Hain- 
tenon, and the other her most intimate correspondent. 
It would have been an act of heroism for either of them 
to risk the alienation of royal favour, and the heroic 
faculty was lacking, therefore the Bishop of Meauz, 
whose opinion represented that of the Kii^, ruled the 
conference, and the greater part of La Maximes was con- 
demned as heretical. It was possible that, in conformity 
with t^iis verdict, every bishop in France would forbid 
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Uie oiToulation of the book inthm his diooese, and ao 
nuke F^neloii's position in the CSuirch unteaftble. Hmj 
of his friends luged submission and the -withdrawal of 
Zes Mtmrnei, but he, swi^ii^; all at (Hice to the full 
menace of Bossuet's enmity, appealed to Borne. 

He must have added greatly to his knowledge of 
human nature at that crisis, for in personal relation to 
himself he saw men with a vividneas imposmble while 
his experience was limited to the eonfeeuonal. H. 
Tronson had been his guide so often that his first instinct 
was to turn to him, 

" What does it matter that I do not believe Hme_ 
GKiyon to be either mad or wicked," he wrote, "if I 
maintain absolute silence, if I leave her to die in 
prison without taking part directly or indirectly in any- 
thing that concerns her i They could not desire to pres* 
me further if they did not beUeve that some dimgeroua 
mystery lay behind my aversion to censuring htx. Yet 
y Uie sole mystery is that I do not desire to speak against 
my consdenoe, that I do not desire to insult one whom I 
have Tevwenoed as a Siunt &om all I have, personally, seen 
of her. Can they truly have doubts of my sincerity t 
Have I behaved as if I calculated or dissembled 7 Should 
I be in my j^esent difBculties if I had been influenced 
l^ the world ? Why should that be required of me which 
would hardly be required of an impostor ? I oonjure you 
to read all this attentively, and if you think well, to 
allow Monseigneur de Chartres to read it." ' 

There is infinite foreboding in this appeal, and he 
looked in vun to M. Tronson for support. The Superior 

* Oorrttpendanat de P^tuliM, tU. 99, 
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of Saint-Sulpice wu advanced in years, and his habitual 
humility made it easy to convince himself that he had 
been mistaken in his commendation of Le$ Haximet. He 
shared the general opinion of Bossuet's eruditim, and 
regarded him as the chief pillar of the Oiuroh in France, 
while he felt F^elon, as his former pupil, to be open to 
his criticism. H. de Beauvilliers, who had been his pupil 
also, wrote to him almost simultaneously. 

"I tell you with the honesty that you know to be 
mine that there is a cabal against Monseigneur de 
Cambrai Ume. de Maintenon fantaes that she will 
glorify God by beii^ always ready to go to extremes 
(gainst Monse^neur de Cambrai. As I have told Mon- 
s^gneur de Chartres, there need be no anxiety regarding 
'the princes, neither of whom knows that there is a woman 
called Mme. Guyon in the world, or a book called Lt 
Moytn Cowrt."^ 

No one knew better than M. de Beauvilliers that if 
Mme. de Maintenon went " to extremes " it would mean 
ruin to F^neLon, and, as their governor, he was the best 
judge of any point concerning the princes; but all his 
representations were unavailing. H. Tronson pleaded ' 
age and illness as an excuse for silence whenever pos- 
sible, and when his ojnnion was peremptorily demanded, 
be gave it in favour of Bossuet. 

F^nelon never reproached him, and his letters to him 
never ceased to be afifeotionate. He concentrated his 
indignation on Mme. de Maintenon, and addressed her 
with a candour which, in the midst of so much intriguing 
and diplomacy, is somewhat astonishing. 

' OorrtipamUuiM dt Findon, vU. toa 
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"Permit me to remind you, Madame, that after 
seeming to share our opioi<m on the innocence of tbia 
iroman, you turned suddenly to the exact opposite. 
Ever sinoe then you have been suspicious of my firm- 
ness, your heart has been closed agiuost me; people 
who desire a chance of intercourse with you, and of 
becoming necessary to you, impress on you in roundabout 
vayg that I am deluded, that I may be growii^ heretical 
They resort to many methods to move you; you ate 
struck by them, and pass Srom exceasive confidence and 
security to ezoessiTO disturbance aod alarm. This has 
been the cause of all our misfortunes. You dare not 
follow your own heart and your own instincts. ... If 
you had spoken openly to me, I could, in three days, 
have brought all the disturbed souls of Saint-Cyr to 
peace and entire submisuon to their suntly bishop. . . . 
Do not fear Chat I shall contradict Monseignenr de Heaux ; 
I shall never speak of him except as my master, or of 
his propositions* but as the rule of the Faith. I am 
willing that he should triumph, and that he should 
convict me of every kind of error : it is not a question of 
me, but of the doctrine." ' 

He was inspired, at any rate in the beginning, 1^ a 
desire for the truth. He cared more for that than for any 
individual sentiments or ambiUon, alUiough in the heat 
<jS the conflict then impending some personal resentment 
inevitably crept in. His sense of disappointment was 
perhaps stronger than his resentment; it was difficult 
for him to believe that the sun of friendship and popu- 
larity which had shone upon him so warmly could be 

' Th« ArtiolM of Imj. ' ChrrfpoMlaiitt dt Pindm, vll. 103. 
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inevooftbly clouded over. Once in the ftutunm of that 
disastrous year, 1696, he wrote to Boasuet in terms that 
recalled their old intimacy, in tihe vain hope of brid^ng 
the guK which seemed to be rapidly widening between 
them. The fulure of that attempt convinced him of 
the hopeleasnees of any reconciliation. Bossuet required 
oomplete surrender, and compliance appeared to F^elon 
to involve a deliberate denial of the truth. Tiom that 
moment he set himself to face the inevitable stru^le 
with wisdom and self-control, qualities especially needed 
during the year immediately following, when he still 
held his post at Court, but was overshadowed by the 
ebud of his impending di^^^race. 

In his familiar correspondence his chief comfort to 
those in sorrow was the assurance that God directs aU 
things. Ha aspired to that "pione submission to the 
heavenly will, seeing it, what it is and why it is," which 
is the essence of true Quietism, and his misfortunes gave 
him the opportimity of proving the consolation of religion, 
and showing with what resignation and self-surrender he 
oould accept a lot which must be difficult, however fortune 
turned. 

"Disinterested love should make us disinterested in ' 
all our opinions, impartial in all our views. I wish for 
nothing of my own. Everything belongs to the Church, 
our mother, holder of our trust. If what I say does not 
come from her, if I have not learnt it in her bosom, I 
hate and condemn all my dioughts and all my words." 
This, written to a brother priest while he was still en- 
gaged on his duties at YersaiUes, is an epitome of his 
views. It is necessary to follow it to understand his 
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poation, for while ho endeaToured to think for himself 
he intended liao to be loyal to the CSiurcb, and looked 
to the Pope as the "holder of his trust"; and being 
' hard pressed by his colleagues, it was the Pope to vbom 
he appealed for justice. Considering his rank, he did 
his duty in so doing, and was within his r^hts when he 
asked the King for permission to go himself to Rome to 
support his letter and plead his cause before his Holiness ; 
nevertheless the application was practically a declaration 
of war. The King refiised consent, probably fearing the 
effect which F^nelon's personality might have upon Hm 
Pope, and accompanied his refusal with a peremptoty 
order to the archbishop to retire to Cambru, and rem^n 
mttiin his diooese tiU he reoeived the royal pemussion 
to leave it. The letter was dated August i, 1697, and 
it was, in fact, his sentenoe of perpetool banishmenL 
F^nelon obeyed immediately, and left the Court for ever. 
Evan such a blow as this does not seem to hare 
made him realise the full strei^fth of the forces ranged 
agiuost him. He must have known the later history of 
the Church and the influence of Louis XTV. on its pro- 
oeedii^;s, but he refused to acknowledge that the power 
of the King could be greater than the justice of the 
Pope, aldiough that power was the reason of his con- 
demnation. The far-ughted amoi^ his friends, such as 
de Chevreuse imd de Beauvilliers, foresaw the outcome, 
and these who believed they detected discrepancies be- 
tween his professed doctrine and his book, such as Tronson 
and Deamarais, regarded him as condemned already ; but 
in his exile at Cambru he had a little band of loyal 
priests around him, encouraging him by their confidence 
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u his ultimate jicUyey, and Hpuiring him on to raneved 
•ffiirta irith l»ain and pen, efibrts whioh resulted in dis- 
i^gpointment, and oan only be deplored. 

From Ai^rust 1697 the soene of the struggle 
changed to Rome. F^nelon Tas not aUoved to be there 
in person, bat from the date of the Ein^s letter to 
him un^ the papal decuuon was pronoimced all his 
interest in life was centred on the Y&tioan. He had 
selected the AbW de Chanterao as hia representatiTe 
and confidential agent, and tlie abba's letters to him 
deinct the extraordinary tangle of intrigne and chicaneiy 
which gathered round the trial of bis book, till the 
original reason of the dispute was oompletdy lost and 
almost forgotten by all but F^elon himself. 

It was, in fact, very difficult for the Pope to condemn 
the Sajtlicatvm det Maximes det &ajUt erven in oomplianoe 
with the desire of Louis XIV., because such condemna- 
tion involved the deniid of much that was admitted by 
the Saints, a dangerous position even for the Pope. The 
book was given to the ten " Consulbers " of the Holy 
Office for examination. Their conferences b^;an in the 
autumn of 1697, and they met three times in the week 
(which gives an impression of the intricacy of the subject). 
After a year, that is to say in the autumn of 1698, five 
of them persisted in pronouncii^ the book to be ab- 
solutely orthodox, in defiance of every influence that 
could be broi^ht to bear upon them. That year was, 
therefore, wasted, and the proceedings had to be b^un 
again. The period of suspense promised to be of long 
duration, but the duel of pamphlets wi^ed between 
fioflsuet and F^elon never ceased, Boasuet beoomii^ 
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mor« and more reckless in his animosity as each of his 
thrusts vas parried by a hand as skilful aa his own. It 
is melancholy that F^nelon's literary genius should have 
been so misused; but the vigour and rapdity with 
which, without being once betrayed into abuse or 
slander, he turned his adversary's weapons against him- 
self is worthy of admiration. Most of the writii^ 
produced by the dispute are now devoid of interest, but 
at the time the eziutement was intense, ae they were 
suco^sively distributed in Rome. 

Bossuet'a choice of an agent was to the advantage of 
his cause, but greatly to the detriment of his reputation ; 
it fell on hiii nephew, the Abb^ Bossuet, a man of great 
ability, well versed in knowledge of the secret springs 
that moved the powers of the Vatican, a diplomatist by 
nature, and thoroughly unscrupulous. He it was who 
kept the iire of controvert at famace-heat throughout 
the lingering proceedii^ of the papal Court, feeding it 
agun and agiun by personal attacks on F^nelon and 
innuendoes ^^ainst his private character. He had good 
reason to take credit for the ultimate triumph of his 
chief, for de Chanterac was no match for him, but it 
required two years of patient labour to aecure to him 
the papal Bull that condemned Let Maadmea as contain- 
ing heresy. 

Fdoelon lost in the struggle, yet the dignified sub- 
mission with which he accepted his defeat won him 
universal reverence, while Bossuet, though he might 
glory in success, had sullied himself for ever by the 
means to which he had resorted to obtidn it. The only 
work, of the many oonoemed with their dispute, that 
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retains interest for the reader of to-daj, is due to the 
pen of the latter ; at a moment when society iraa grow- 
ing slack in interest concerning a battle fought at so 
great a distance from Versailles, he wrote his Selation ' 
mr la Qteietism, 

His full olevemess as an author is here exhibited ; 
from the first p^e to the last it is terse, graphic, and 
vigorous, a masterpiece of style ; but, admirable though 
it may be in a literary aspect, it is, humanly, a disgraceful 
performance. Bossuet did not undervalue the influence 
of his name and reputation on the public mind ; his book 
vas intended for the general public, and might be read 
by many from whom F^nelon, in his exile, could never 
obtun a hearing. He professed to be writing a history 
of the celebrated dispute from the banning, and it was 
natural that he should tell it &om his own point of 
view and strive to leave a final impression favourable to 
tumsel^ bat his animosity carried him so far that he 
permitted himself to make si^estions of a criminal 
intrigue between F^nelon and Mme. Quyon. He ez- 
pluned his adversary's tenacity by the hct. that he shared 
his doctrine with Mme. Ouyon, and was defending her 
when he defended it. The moderate and deprecatory 
language in which this calumny is couched makes it 
all the more venomous, and he illustratos his theory by 
reference to a well-known stoiy — Montan, a fanatic in 
the second century, roaming about the world with 
Priscillat another man's wife, and fmoclaiming that their 
bond was one of spiritual sympathy, until their statement 
was conclusively discredited and their names became 
bywords of blasphemy and vice. Bossuet dares to 
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draw a parallel between these two and F^ndon and 
Mme, Guyon, munaating in his closing chapter — wiUi 
mildness aod hesitation — " that this FrisoiUa has found 
her Moatan to defend her." 

This is the most deplorable incident of the affair. 
The book was seized upon and devoured with del^ht ; it 
lowered the tone of the controveray irreparably, and 
afforded muoh entertainment to the MtoIous section of 
society. " The book of M. de Meaux makes an immoDse 
sensation here : we talk of nothing else. Its development 
is beyond no one's capacity; Mme. Quyon's foUy gives 
general amusement. The book is short, brisk, and well- 
writben : it is lent, snatched, devoured. ... It has re- 
vived the King's indignation that we allowed him to 
make such an archbishop; he reproaches me violently: 
all the worry of this business has to fall on ma" 

Such was Mme. de Maintenon's comment on a 
production which contained the grossest of libels upon 
two of her intimate friends ; apparently her sole reason 
for regretting its existanoe was the personal worry of 
which it was the cause. 

The general amusement was not confined to Marly 
or Versailles; in Bom« the dulness of an intricate 
controversy was lightened by the breath of scandal ; the 
Abb^ Bossuet fostered every attempt to amplify the story 
so dexterously su^ested by his uncle, and priests and 
cardinals discussed it over their chocolate with covert 
smiles. The general effect of the pamphlet is described 
in de Cbantcrac's letters to Cambrai : he loved his chief 
with the most faithful and ardent devotion, and the 
Relation roused bim to indignant wrath. F^nelon's 
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instinot was to ^inore it, and, had it been poamble, that 
was, no doubt, the most dignified ooxose ; but the times 
frere not ripe for any refinement of self-restraint, and de 
Chanterac oonaidered a prompt reply to be absolutely 
necessary. Throughoat he was a true representative of 
F^ndlon ; he would not oondesoeDd to touoh the poisoned 
weapons wielded by his adversaries with such dexterity, 
but he had the shrewdness to see that they were within 
his reach. 

" I don't know that it would not be more prudent of 
him- to say no more of Mme. Gu3ron," he wrote when 
Bossuet was endeavouring to convince the Quietist by 
daily interviews and discussions, " for I have seen certain 
cardinals who were much interested in her stay at Meaux, 
and asked me if she was beautiful and young. I have 
never wished to listen to anything of that kind, and indeed 
I became so grave in speaking of his piety and his zeal 
for the instruction of this lady that they abandoned this 
sort of jest." * 

The impression made by Bossuet's pamphlet at the 
moment was terrible, and Ftoelon'e friends were thrown 
into consternation, whioh was augmented by the pro- 
duction of a letter addressed by the unfortunate La Combe 
to Um& Guyon, of whioh the following is an extract : — 

F^KE La Cohbb to Mue. Qdton. 

"April 37, 1698, 
" Honour and glory be to the one Ood. 
" I Euucerely acknowledge before God, Hadame, that 
there has been delusion, error, and mn in oertun matters 
■ CorrtipondatiM it Findm, tUL 337, F«bniuy 1698. 



id By Google 



144 F^NELON 

wherein there waa too great freedom between us, and that 
I r^ret and loathe all principles and conduct that depart 
from the conunandmentB of God and of the Church, 
openly disowning all I have done i^uost these holy and 
inviolate laws, and exhorting you to do the same, in the 
name of our Lord — to the end that we may undo, so far 
as it is possible to us, the harm our bad example may 
have done, and all that we have written which could do 
injury to the law of mwality hud down 1^ the Holy 
Catholic Church. . . . Once f^ain I entreat you by the 
love of Chnst that we may take refi^ in the one remedy 
of penitence, that, by a truly repentant and absolutely 
regular life, we may efface the grievous impression our 
&lBe steps have made upon the Church. Let us, you 
and I, confess our sins humbly before heaven and tearth, 
blushing rather that we committed them than at their 
ooofession." ^ 

Xia Combe was already insane when this letter was 
extorted from him, but de Noailles condescended to con- 
front Mme. Guyon with it suddenly in the hope of sur- 
priuDg her into a like acknowledgment of guilt. "She 
changed oolour on reading it, but afterwards observed 
that he must have been forced to write it by torture, or 
must be mad. She did not seem disconcerted. Beit^ 
much pressed to confess, she acknowledged that on 
returning from a journey P^ La Combe embraced her. 
More than this she would not say." ' Nevertheless the 

> Oorrapandanx de Pindon, tz. 391. 

* Report by H. de Ohettudie, Oord of Salnt-Sulploe, on an intorriew 
Iwld with Hme. Odjoii, of which he wu e wltnee* {Chrrt^ondmue de 
Fiuthn, iz. 403, U»7 1698). 
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letter serred to blookeo Mme. Guyon's reputation further, 
aad F^oeloo's enemies had succeeded so well in linking 
their names together that he suffered proportionately. De 
Chanterao felt the necessity of being candid evea on so 
difficult a subject, and in July he wrote thus to F^nelon: — 

" You know that for the last three months the most 
shameful things r^arding the conduct of F^e La Combe 
and Mme. Guyon are spread about : that they made him 
acknowledge the most detestable crimes ; that they made 
him write to Mme. Guyon exhorting her before God to 
acknowledge them with equal humility. After this they 
produce a letter wherein you call this woman ' mon amie.* 
This ia aio odious word in Italy, and they add — to ff.ve 
additional weight to such testimony — that they daily dis- 
corer more, still more surprising and couTinoing." ^ 

It was a painful task to despatch such a report as 
this to CambraL F^uelon's enemies seemed to haye had 
free entrance everywhere, and their hints were far more 
dangerous than their open accusations. A phrase which 
was innocent in the writer's native tongue became an 
acknowledgment of guilt when translated, and a mis- 
placed comma a ctaxvictiou of heresy. " They threaten 
and give glimpses of fearful things ag^nst him," wrote 
de Chanterao to the Abb4 de Iiangeron, " and so conAise 
his book, his doctrine, and his conduct with Mme. Guyon, 
that it all becomes the same." ' De Chanterao was, in 
fact, torn between his regret at givii^; pain and his de»re 
to convince his master of the full u^ency of the danger, 
bat the sympathy that inspired his letters must have 
softened the disastrous news that he was forced to give. 

' CorrapoHdanee it Ftnelen, Ix. 434. * Ibid,, Ix. 453. 
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" Tou will forgive me for all the evil that I tell you, Mon- 
seigneur. My heart ia someUioes sharply pierced to have 
to send you such cruel and unjust thii^ ; but it is not 
possible for me to be silent when I see so clearly and 
absolutely that silence in itself may be your destruction. 
I am hap^der now the truth will be known. What can 
they decide against you ? Can they condemn the pure 
love of God, ohaigii^ you with all the evil motiTes 
which UoDseigneur de Meaux imputes to you, and which 
you have so well refuted ? I am assured a,gain to-day 
that Rome will be immovable, and that I need not fear 
the least influence on the Holy See &om all this explo- 
sion at the French Court" ^ 

It was undeniable that mlenoe would be fatal, and 
again and again Ftoelon implored the Pope to stop the 
war of pamphlets, representing that it was impossible for 
him to leave attacks upon his reputation unanswered if 
be retained his position in the Church. He, at least, 
could see the anomaly of the situation, and shrank from 
the part that he was forced to play. With grim humour, 
he oatalc^ed the letters abready discharged upon the 
world : " Honseigneur de Paris gives me a fresh hold, 
and involves me in a fourth letter. Honseigneur de 
Meaox is publishing an immense book. As you say, &e 
accused should have the last word, but we shall spend 
OUT lives tearii^ each other and eoaadalioimf the Church, 
if, after so many reprisals, they do not command silence." * 

Bossuet fired off accusation and rejoinder with evident 
de%ht in every point scored by his brilliant l(^c, but 

* Corrapondance de Ptnelon, iz. 464. 
' Ihid.f vili. 360^ to de Chimterao. 
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F^nalon, vhilfl hii sense of justice forced him to fi|;kt, 
oould find no pleasure in the exsroise, denring only 
rest Bad olenee. " I oan proclaim their Ii^oBUoe to the 
world; shall I make this scandal, or is it bettw to let 
myself be blackened and made parmaoently useless to 
my floek 1 " ^ This is tiie frequent burden of his letters ; 
but to the T«ry laet, in s^nte of every hiodraaoe in [Mint- 
ing and oonTeyanea, in spite of ill-health, depressi<Hi, and 
solitude, he vas foroed to strun every nerve to defend 
himself from the persistoit slander of hia foes. It vas 
all unavailing, nererthelass, and it is curious to observe 
hov the buoyant optimism of de Chanterao sinks 
gradually before the terrible conviction of defeat. It 
Tas impoaable for him not to see that the battle was 
to be deoided firom Versailles ; but it was contrary to 
Felon's loyalty to aooept suoh a niggestion, and he 
combats it with a sort of despair in his o{^>osition : 
" Condepmation aftw such frightful aspersions on my 
Mth and oondiujt wiU cover me with iofiuny for ever. 
No solitude will be deep enough, no desert distant 
enough for me. As mattera stand, to condemn me and 
to depose me will be one and the same."^ Had he 
expected oondraonadoa, he would not have expreesed 
himself so strongly; he believed so sincerely in the 
justice of his cause that it seemed to him to be 
treason to the Pope to have doubts of the final deoisioiL 
"If the Rotuatk Church is influenced by the favour or 
dis£avoi:r of princes, she will fitll (I dare to say it) into 
irrevocable error. Evan the wisdom of the world and 
the interests of authority ought to prevent so false a 

' CorretpoadaiKt dt Findon, Till. 393. * Ibid., x. 504, Nofember 169S. 
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step." ' So he wrote more than a year before judgment 
vas proDounced, and this was the ground of his hopes 
until the very end. In this, at least, he vas consistent, 
for he never flinohed in his opposition to the infiuuice 
of Versailles or in absolute submisuon to the Vatican, 
and it was hard for him to realise the intrigues that 
were entanglii^ the controversy and explained the un- 
' expected verdict. Contemporary letters are the surest 
guides to the truth of so confused a battle, and the 
glimpses that they give of Fope and cardinals and 
" Consulters " indicate that these were less divided in 
opinion than they appeared: that, in fact, the sym- 
pathies of the Roman world were with F^ne1<m, and 
the evil hour of decision was postponed &om month to 
month, because some chance — the death of the King or 
Bossuet — might relax the pressure and allow the papal 
oonscienoe to weigh against the papal policy. 

De Chanterao gives a minute report of many inter- 
views with Innocent XII., and, to the unpr^udiced reader, 
the Holy Father does not emerge from liis difficulties 
with honour, " I send you a copy of the King's letter to 
the Pope," de Chanterac wrote when he first arrived in 
Bome ; " U. l'Abb6 Bossuet is at great pains to make it 
public hwe. Nothing is talked of but the favour in 
which M. de Meauz stands at the French Court, as if 
this favour must carry the votes of all the examiners of 
the book. It seems to me that religion teaches a different 
notion of the decusions of the Church." ' This impession 
was a hindrance to him, and he was always too ready to 

■ C^rrnpondoitM At Findtm, tUL 339, to do ChMit«rao, Febroftrj 1698. 
* TMi, Till. 36a, to da Laugaroo, October 1697. 
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accept the appearance of piety which the Fope assumed in 
his presence. In one description he relates how Innocent 
" greatly hoped this matter could be arranged in France," 
in reply to vhioh be represented the many advances 
towards a peaceful understanding made by F^nelon, so 
that the matter must now await the judgment of his 
Holiness, to whom they hoped "the Holy Spirit would 
reveal the whole truth." At this the Pope appeared 
greatly affected; "joining his bands t(^ther, be drew 
tJiem gently towards his breast, and remained thus for 
some moments with downcast eyes, like one absorbed in 
religious thought who is praying secretly." ' 

Considered in relation to the subsequent action of the 
Pope, this is a curious picture, but at the time de Chan- 
terao thought it very reassuring, and continued — even 
when his hopes had dwindled to vanishing-point — to 
rally in a surprising manner after an interview with his 
Holin^B. In November i6g8 it was plain to all dis- 
[Missionate observers that Bossuet's triumph was secured. 
It was said openly that the King had it more at heart 
than the succession to the throne of Spun. Innocent 
XII. had already yielded once to the will of the King of 
France, so that there was little room for uncertainty as 
to the ooturse that he would cboosa Nevertheless, he 
continued to practise the most elaborate disrimulation. 
De Chanterac's report convicts him : — 

" RoMX, Nottnther 13, 1698. 
" I have presented your last letter to the Pope. This 
l&st audience gave me more satisfaction than all those 
which I have bad till now, not only on account of his 

> Corrttpondanee dt Findon, tUI. 305, DMombar 1607. 
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outwud air of firanknesB, or rather— oordiality. Ha mts 
ea^r tx) make me rise almost before I was on my knees. 
Formerly he has signad to me to lean upon his table, 
Thioh stands between us. This last time he wished me 
to oome roimd, that I might be nearer to him, and I 
leaned on the arm of his ohair and spoke into his ear; 
but that which struck me most was a certain genial cpeQ 
manner, as between people who confide in eaoh other and 
share the same secrets and the aam« interests." * 

These details, so trivial in themBelves, are Tory signi- 
fioant, and it is pathetic as well as humorous that the 
simple-minded abb4 should have retained his confiding 
innocence through an experience of men and manners 
oaloulated to disillusion the most trustful. Even he, 
however, makes a pluntive comment after his final in- 
terview with his Holiness : " How great is the diSerence 
between what he says in private and the burden of hie 
brie£ We, all combined, have less grief than he alone 
appears to suffer for anything that could be painful to 
you in the judgmrat he has just pronounced, and ho 
seemed changed out of all recognition. But his appear- 
ance gives little clue to his secret thoughts I He told me 
many times that he r^arded you as a great archbishop — 
pviatime, gantiasimo, dottiasvmo"* 

It is a relief to find F^nelon expressing thoroughly 
human indignation in his reply. "Leave Kome with 
that noble and unassuming bearing which has been 
yours always," ' was his exhortation to de Chanterac, 

> Corrttpondanf dt Ftndon, X. JIO. 
* Ibid., I. 587, Uarch 14, 1699. 
* /Ul» X. 613, April II, 1699. 



id By Google 



THE QUIETISM CONTROVERSY 151 

"on my behalf ask neither interest nor oommendation. 
By his own not the Pope has made it imposable for him 
to serve me, and he has done me so much harm that 
he can do me no good with the King. I am Ibx irom. 
deairing to buy such futile service by my own d^ada- 
tion. As for the praise he ^vea me, I told you long 
ago that it was ooutradloted by his intentions. If he 
thought me jnmimo, mntinimo, dattmimo, he would not 
have wished to ruin me unnecessarily. That is what 
every man of common sense says about these oompU- 
ments. May God preserve me from buying vague words, 
which are contradicted by him who utters them, so 
dearly. If my patience, my teaching, and my example 
cannot uphold me among my flock tmasmsted by such 
approbation, approbation will not suffice to uphold me." 

He veiy seldom allowed resentment to master him 
even in confidential letters. The following is far more re- 
present&tive of the dignified submission of his attitude : — 

" In all I do I wish to exhibit what I truly feel — 
that is to say, a heart without resentment, a sincere 
respect for the Holy See, and absolute submission to 
its decision, however stem it be. OUierwise I need do 
nothing more concerning Borne ; after all that has passed 
there would be a certun meanness in advances towards 
her. All my life I shall remain loyal and submiaaiTO 
to her, But I desire that you should withdraw from 
Rome, and do only what absolute decorum demands 
before leaving. One must not murmur: one must 
submit sincerely and unreservedly; but one must not 
pretend to be pleased when one cannot be so really." 

These are the words of a man who has been wounded 
to the quick, but who has the courage, nevertheless, to 
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face the world in defiance of the p«in. The foroed 
inoonsiBtencj of his position was, perhaps, his greatest 
trial: beoause he was inoredulous of the corruption of 
the Vatican, he had deoho^ that the Church would 
dishonour herself if she bowed to the Crown of France, 
and he found himself forced to uphold her in her dis- 
honour. He had declared that he would be so broken 
and disgraced by condemnation that after it he could 
retain no shadow of authority, and he found his flemish 
diocese wholly tmaffected by the decision of the Roman 
Court, and the affection and reverence accorded to him 
by his friends only augmented by his misfortunes. 

He was forced to r^ard life from a new standpoint, 
' perhaps to form a lower estimate of human nature as 
the result of personal experience, but he had learnt to 
look onwards to a vision ol perfection which was the 
inspiration of his Uysticism, and his beacon through all 
the storms and disasters of his life. 

The worst that could be dreaded hod befallen him, 
but at least the fight was over, and he had only to 
accept his fate. That in doing so he was able to 
remain steadfast to the Roman ffuth and its doctrine 
of papal infallibility is a mystery difficult of solution ; 
his reason told him that Innocent XIX. was false and 
shifty, and that he had given judgment in a question of 
beUef against his reason, to ouny favour with the Court 
of France; but all the story of the life of F^eton 
proclfums him true and pore of heart, and to those of 
his own faith these oontradiotions may seem less im- 
posrable to reconcile. His enemies sought in vain to 
find a flaw in his submission. " Your conduct is a Uving 
Sxrplicaiion des Jftmm^s det Saints," wrote one of his 
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followers; and the dignified humility with which he 
met migfortune restored the reputation which Bossuet's 
glanders had aasuled, even if the sting of them still 
rankled in his own remembranco. 

When the judgment was the sensation of the hour, 
numerous busybodies presumed to write their advice and 
sympathy to hino. It was well that he could Teoeive 
such attentions with half-humorous reragnation. " Some- 
times," he wrote to de BeauTillierB, "I am inclined to 
laugh at the fears betrayed by some zealous folk that I 
shall poBsibty be unable to make up my mind to yield. 
Sometimes I am harassed by others who write long 
exhortations to me to submit. They tell me of the glory 
I shall find in such humiliation, and the act of heroism I 
shall be achieving. AH this wearies me somewhat, and I 
am disposed to say to myself. What have I done to all 
these peofde that they think I shall find it so difficult to 
prefer the authority of the Holy See to my own dim 
knowledge, or the peace of the Church to my own book 7 
However, I am well aware that they are right in attri- 
buting much imperfection to me, and much shrinking from 
an act of humiliation, therefore I can easily forgive them." ' 

But thenceforth his renunciation of his chief enjoy- , 
ments was not self-imposed, but involuntary. His pros- 
pects, formerly so brilliant, wwe darkened, as it proved, for 
ever ; and though he might endeavour to persuade himself 
that he did not desire to return to Court, it is plun that his 
thoughts flew often to Versailles with loi^;ing and regret, 
and it was with a heavy heart that he faced the future. 

I CbrrHponcbtnec dt Fintlon, x. 595, Harob 39, 1699. 
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CHAPTER VI 

B08ST7ET AND " TfiLfiMAQUE " 

The newB of the papal judgment had reached F^nelon on 
the Festival of the Anuimoiation, and firom the pulpit of 
his Q-wn cathedral he preached on the duty of absolute 
submission. Nor was he content iritb that one publio 
humiliation ; he completed it by » pastoral letter forbid- 
ding any member of his flock to hold in their possesion 
the book over which he had spent eighteen months of 
refleotive labour. Thus, with lowered arms, he retired 
from the scene of a oonfliot in which he ought never to 
have taken part, and Uie Quietism oontroversy ended. 

It was a strange and moving drama for those who 
watched, although after the lapse of centuries it may 
seem to turn only on compUoations of terms and phrasee, 
and in it the fiercest hunum passions found expres- 
sion, passions that bad grown more violent from long 
years of bondage beneath the forms of priestly retioence 
and dignity. The world of talkers soreamed and dis- 
puted and condemned, and F^eton's enemies had reason 
to be thankful that, amid the general hubbub, the magio 
influence of his personaUty could not take efleot on 
wavering hearts; for from his home on the Flemish 
frontier he could not, had he willed it, have obtuned a 
hearing in his own defence ; he could only accept defeat 
in silence. It had been, in fact, only a new outbreak 
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of A straggly that, beneath the surfaoe, is always going 
m, tiie wrestle between the dreamer and idealist and 
the man of loglo — of all human efforts the most futile 
when the combatants are men of strong conviction, 
for it were as easy to bring parallel lines to meet as 
to fuse the creeds of F^elon and Boasuet. Both might 
have served honestly in the same Church, nerertheless, 
and retuned the semblaooe of their old friendship, but 
for the prejudice of the King and the miserable jealousy 
of BosBuet ; and the result, in s[ate of the inconsistency 
into whioh Ftoelon the dreamer was ruthlessly en- 
trapped, has injured his final reputation &r less than 
that of his opponent. 

It was inoumbent on all members of the Court to 
simulate satisfaction at the verdict, and many were so 
weary of the oontrovwsy that they welcomed any end- 
ing. There was a race to Versulles between the oourien 
of Cardinal de Bouillon and the Abb^ Boesuet, wherein 
the former was successful, and the King made no 
attempt to ooneeal his joy, keeping the report upon the 
table becide him at his evenii^ meal The banality of 
that final raoe was no unfit conclusion to a history that 
contained so much pettiness and trickery; de Chanterao 
recorded it all In a letter to Cambrai, that his master 
might oherish no illusion r^;arding the King's attitude 
towards him. He realised how much that little detail 
of the supper-table meant, for Louis was not only King 
of France, he had now proved conclusively that his sway 
extended to the Vatican, and those whom he desired to 
crush must needs accept his fiat. It waa a strange and 
arrestii^ thought that the one man who held the lives 
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of so many millions in his grasp, was himself long past 
his prime, and that his death — an event that vonld 
reverse the fortune and conditions of those vho shone 
most brilliantly at Court — was left outside the calcula- 
tions of ambition. 

The Duke of Buigundy was a child no longer, and 
he had proved that it was imposEdble to undermine his 
futh in F^elon. If the King had died it may be assumed 
that the great decimon would have been tacitly annulled, 
and Cambr^ have ceased to profit by the perpetual 
residence of the archbishop ; but the King lived on, and 
F^nelon's exile only ended with his life. To understand 
the weight of the sentence passed upon him, it should 
bo remembered that he had enjoyed unusual popularity 
and favour while he remained at Court. " He wishes 
to be loved," Mme. de Maintenon had written of him 
many years before, when life was only beginning, and 
the wish remained with him to the end ; he had delighted 
in the love and sympathy of friends worthy of his fiiend- 
ship, and he was condemned to lifelong separation &om 
them. Nor should it be forgotten that all men pro- 
phesied that the high honours of the Roman Church 
would be his ere many years had passed ; his birth, his 
talents, and lus untarnished reputation fitted him to 
take his place among the cardinals, and undoubtedly 
he deored that it should be so. Sunt -Simon would 
have us believe that his whole character hinged upon 
ambition, that calculation was its mainaprii^. The 
history of his life hardly bears out such a theory, but 
undoubtedly the element of ambition was innate in 
him, axiA all the circumstances of his position at Ver- 
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sailles had fostered it, in spite of constant and watobful 
self-repression. His was not the nature of a recluse, 
and his brilliant genius and noble aims would have 
graced the most exalted post, fitting him to use the 
power that it gave him for the glory of <3od and the 
welfare of his fellows, even while he revelled in the 
possession of it. 

Had he beea less human, less open to temptation, 
he oould not have remained such a living personality 
through the dividing centuries, nor been the guide and 
friend of a thousand troubled souls, who turned to him 
when the strras of life waa overwhelming them, and 
found the help they needed in one who had himself 
struggled and suffered, and failed in hope and courage. 

It was a hard lesson, and many tongues were ready 
to urge him to rebel agunst it ; there was sufficient 
proof of injustice in the verdict to absolve bim from 
di^ace in the eyes of reasonable men if it could be 
made known to them, and a clear statement of his case 
by an independent writer must have benefited bim , 
But he would not accept such an advantage when it was 
offered to him. " It is not right or edifying that a writer ' 
should wish to keep the Church perpetually occupied 
with his personal concerns," was his reply to the sug- 
gestion " that he should prefer to prolong the contest 
everlastingly to taking up his cross with humility. 
When the real intention of a bishop is set forth in writ- 
ing many times without effect, why should he go on 
protesting ? He can only edify others and maintain his 
own dignity by absolute silence." ' 

' Comtpondaiut de Ftitihn, xL 664, to Ptee GerbaroD, Btuediotlli. 
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Absolute silenoA wu indeed the belt remedy for the 
injuries he had Bufifered ; such a reputation as his would 
have recovered under the treatment, but it was destined 
to receive a new and unezpeoted wound. He waa, in- 
' deed, not only a persecuted man, but a itogularly 
unlucky one : he had intended to reserve the " Maxims " 
till he decided on the apt moment for its publioatioD, 
and its juremature a^^earance was most injurious to his 
cause in the subsequent contiroversy; now, whm his 
submission had softened many hearts, and his quiet 
acceptance of iojustioe had claimed the popular sym- 
pathy, a new inddent gave scope for the machinations 
of his enemies. 

The Duke of Burgundy had profited by the Utorary 
power of his tutor. The fables written for his amusement 
and advantage have already been referred to ; they bear 
the light impress of a master-hand, and are perfect in 
their way ; but they were not intended for the public, and 
F^elon was oontent that they should fulfil their object 
in catching the imagination of his wayward pupils. With 
a similar purpose, he wrote Zea Aveniuret de T4U~ 
maque, jotting it down at odd moments, and giving it 
to the prince in fragments as it proceeded, Httle dream- 
ing that it was destined to be the most celebrated c^ his 
works. He permitted a few of his friends to read it, for 
it was written while he was still at Versulles, and, that 
it might be read to the best advantage, he entrusted the 
loose leaves of his MS. to a oopyist. It is not known by 
what means this craftsman was tempted to betray his 
employer, but the crime was faoilitated by F^nelon's exile ; 
weariness and anxiety had probably driven all thought 
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<^ TiUmagm from his mind, and assuredly it was not 
by his intention that, at the very moment of his disgraoe, 
it was launched upon the hterary world of Paris. Even 
if he had ever intended its publioation, vhioh seems im- 
probable, it is certain that he would not have seleeted 
that most unpropitiouB ocoaaon. The book is eharmii^ 
in its way, and F^nelon's fine literary instinct must hare 
assured him of its quality ; but it was utterly out of keep- 
ing with the attitude of Eiubmission and reserve whioh 
he assumed before the world. He had reached the tr^c 
crisiB of his life, and it was a sfntefiil d^ree of fate that 
puldio attention should be distracted frvim sorrow at his 
misfortunes by admiration fcnr his command of style and 
graces of imagination. 

No mistaken zeal of friendship was, in this case, re- ' 
sponsible. The book came to light somewhat mysteriously, 
but there is little doubt that the copyist was the trans- 
gressor.- It was distributed in HS. first, and afterwards 
printed, but Ftoelon did not authorise any edition. The 
first evidence of its pubUcity is in Uaroh 1699, when 
Aubouin, a librarian in Paris, wrote thus to a servant at 
Cambrai: "A MS. of Honseigneur is circulated called 
' The Education of a Prince, or the Adventures of Tele- 
maehos.' It causes much excitement ; they say no finer 
work was ever printed." * It has stood the test of two 
oenturies of existence, and the varying phases of taste 
during that period have hardly lessened its popularity : it 
has been translated into many languages, and made the 
name of Ftoelon fcumliar to thousands whom he could 
not otherwise have touched; nevertheless, he may well 

* Oeirapandanee dt JiAwtan, z. 591. 
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have looked back on its compoBition as Che most ill-fated 
labour of hiB life. The King was already incensed 
because his ruin had not proved more complete. Being 
shrewd enough to realise that, but for fear of the royal 
wrath, F^elon would still be openly applauded by the 
general voice, he had been ready to read defiance in his 
silence, rebellion in his expressions of submisaon, and 
treason in the display of any qualities that made him 
worthy of esteem ; and when TiUmaque came under his 
notice he construed it into a satire on the ezistii^; 
government. His resentment was thus inflamed anew, 
and Bossuet and his allies made every effort to increase 
it. If there had ever been any hope that the King 
would relent and recall F^nelon &om exile, it was 
quenched when TiUmague was put into his hands; he 
was a tyrant, and therefore sensitive to reflections upon 
tyranny, and it must be admitted that the pages of 
TiUviague bristle with such reflections. 

" I wish Monseigneur da Cambrai had made his Mentor 
a little less instructive," wrote Boileau the year that it 
became public property, " and that the moral ran through 
the book somewhat less obtrusively and more ingeniously. 
Homer is more instructive, but his teaching is not pre- 
cept, but is given rather in the action of the story than 
in the conversations. Ulysses teaches us more what we 
should do by what he does than by all which he and 
Minerva say." * 

This would, in all probability, be the criticism of the 
average reader, for the charm of the unusual and poetic 
diction hardly softens the didactic expression of the 

> (Evrrt* de Botteoit, iv. 
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vriter^s theories upon goTemment; bis responubilitj in 
tmning die Aiture ruler of a great nation looms large on 
erery page, but only a morlnd sensiUveness oould have 
read eatirioal intention into his general and somewhat 
trite conclusions. He seems to have accepted this inter- 
pretation — the completion of his ruin — in hopeless 
mienoe, and Tottaire * perpetuates it, but ten years later 
F^nelon unburdened his mind upon the subject, and his 
testimony puts the matter beyond doubt : — 

" As for TiUmague, it is a fable formed on the plan of 
heroic verse such as Homer or Virgil's, wherfflu I have 
inserted the chief lessons profitable to a pince bom to 
the throne. I wrote it at a time when I was over- 
whelmed by evidence of the confidence and kindness of 
the King. I should have shown myself to be not only 
the most ungratefiil but the most reckless of men if I 
had attempted to take satirical and insolent examples ; 
I shrink from the very thought of suoh a thing. Cer- 
tainly in these Aventurea I have set forth the essential 
truths and possible pitfalls of sovereign power, but I have 
not emphasised tmy so as to point to any individual 
character. The more you read the book the more you 
will see that I wished to be outspoken without being 
personal. Moreover, the published version is not the 
same as the original." ' 

" Not only the most ui^prateful but the most reckless " 
— that argument alone confutes the accusation. When 
TiUmague was written, Ftoelon was in office at the Court, 
and his good sense would have assured him that he oould 

1 Loitu Xir., oh. lulL 

■ OotTt^ondanee de PtneUm, iU. 177, to Fire 1« TelUer, 1709. 
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aerve no worthy purpose by a oovert attack, on soTereigD 
power. Even had there been no consideration of honour 
to prevent auoh treason while he held his place, every 
evidence is in fovour of his innocence ; but it may be that 
he was careless in utilising his obserratioos of the life 
around him, and htB knowledge of the general condition 
of the kingdom, when he wtmted illustrations to de|not 
the evils of despotism and serve as a warning to tiie 
child who, in a golden future, might have power to change 
Ids Utopian dreams into reality. 

" A king should have no advanti^ over others, except 
what is necessary either to help him in his arduous 
duties or to exact from the people the respect due to the 
representative of law and order. Moreover, the king 
should be more sober, less prone to indolence, freer from 
arrc^ance and pride than others. He must not have a 
larger share of riches and pleasures, but of wisdom, of 
virtue, and of renown. He must be the defender of his 
country and the leader of his armies abroad, and at 
home the ruler of the people, who wins than goodness 
and wisdom and happiness. The gods did not make him 
a king for himself, but that he might belong to the 
people ; all his time, all his care, all his love is due to the 
people, and he is only worthy of royalty inasmuoh as he 
forgets himself to devote himself to the public good." ' 
This is a typical passage, and it is incredible that it 
could have been intended for general reading by any 
subject of Louis XIV. : it was an ideal of monarchy — an 
impossible ideal, no doubt, but one by which the young 
prince might have profited, and over which the Oreat 

> T&tauupu, 11t, t. 
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King most have fumed in impotent vrath, seeing how 
surely suoh & picture must shadow his ovn atUtude as 
a model sovereign. In truth, the tinglineBS to which 
T^l^maque — and, incidentally, the Duke of Burgundy — 
is exhorted to aspire was not the kingliness assumed by 
Louis. The contrast betwixt the royalty of F^elon's 
imagination and that which Versailles exhibited is 
almost ludicrous: to have drawn it intentionally would 
have been both reoktess and ui^ratefuL F^eloo was 
nuther, and the incident was another unmerited mis- 
fortune. Nevertheless, THimague gains in interest if it 
be read in connection with contemporary history- the 
attitude of the tutor towards his pupil becomes clearer, 
and the result of the teaching of Mentor is traceable 
in the afler-career of the ill-fated Duke of Bui^^undy. 
" You need a man who loves you and the truth only ; 
who loves you better than you are able to love yoiur- 
self; who tells you the truth whether you will or no ; who 
breaks down every barrier. Remember that a prince 
is but too fortunate when one man of suoh a temper 
is bom in his re^ ; that there is nothing more precious 
in his dominion ; that he can dread no heavier penalty 
from the gods than to lose such a man should he 
show himself unworthy by not knowing how to profit 
by him." ^ 

" When kings allow themselves to recognise no law ' 
bat their own sovereign will, and put no curb upon 
their passions, they can do what they please; but by 
doing as they please they undermine the foundations 
of their power: they have absolute laws no longer; nor 
> TOimagvt, Ut. li 
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traditions of govenuuent ; every one will compete to 
flatter them ; they will not have a people j there will be 
none but slaves remaining to them, and these will grov 
fewer daily." ' 

" An individual may lead a quiet, pleasant life without 
dishonour. A king cannot honourably choose a soft and 
idle lot instead of the arduous toils of government : he 
is bound to all whom he governs ; he can never belong 
to himself; his smallest failings are of infinite conse- 
quence because they result in misfortune on the people 
which may be prolonged for centuries ; he must reprove 
the audacity of the wicked, uphold innocence, put down 
slander. It is not enough for him to do no harm."' 

Such, in brief, is the teaching conveyed by the story 
of T^Umaque; the teaching of a bold and conscien- 
tious man, who, in endeavouring to put himself in his 
pupil's place, had realised the worst temptations that the 
future held for him, and was strong enough not to be 
blinded by the delusive grandeur which defended the 
King from oriUcLsm. Truly, "a prince is fortunate 
when one man of such a temper is bom in his reign," 
and the duke was wise enough to understand his good 
fortune though the gods denied him the fiill oppor- 
tunity of profiting. There are also touches more 
intimate and personal than these somewhat didactic 
generalities, and, in spite of the gaps caused by the 
ruthless destruction of F^nelon's letters to his pupil, 
enough has been preserved to show that the spirit of 
his teaching never changed, that he never deviated from 
the principles he strove to impress on those nhilftinh 

• Tetmaqut, lir. xrii. * Ibid., Uv. xIt. 
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ears, and through the prince ve come to nearer know- 
ledge of him than by any other means. There are 
details of his life at Cambrai sufficient to admit us to a 
certfun intimacy. We may see his inspired power of 
sympathy in his letters of direction, and his generous 
nature in his intercourse with his own family; but in 
each succeeding position he is still the priest santissiTiio, 
pvugimo, dottissimo. Only in contact with the Dauphin 
do we discover the other side of his character — the 
spirit that he drew froia a line of chivalrous fighting 
ancestors, the warm human instinct which may be 
lacking lq the scholar and the saint. " Qo," he writes 
in the character of Mentor, " into the greatest peril 
whenever it seema well that you should do so. It is 
more dishonourable for a prince to avoid danger in 
battle than never to go to the wars. The courage of 
those who command must be irreproachable. A leader 
or a king may be essential to a people, but it is yet more 
necessary that his valour should be above suspicion, 
Bemember that he who commands must be the model . 
for the rest ; the whole army should be animated by his 
example. Fear no dangers, then, O T^^maque, and fall 
in battle rather than bear a doubt upon your courage. 
The flatterers who are most eager to withhold you from 
risking danger when the occasion calls for it wiU be the 
first to whisper that you are fiunt-hearted if they find it 
easy to restrain you." ' 

The life of the child to whom this exhortation was 
addressed was especially precious to F^nelon, and it was 
a life that was likely to come near to the dangers of 
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battle. As a priest he would hare been justified in 
striking a more peaoeM note, but be loved bis obai^ 
too veil to rest content with anything short of bis ideal 
of ohiTabous manliness; for bis sake be looked at life 
from the level of a man of the world latber than from 
the elevation of the devotee. He would have bim a 
valiant soldier and a ruler equipped with the wisdom 
wbiob must be learnt rather than taught, even tbougb 
in the learning there might be risks whereat the simple- 
minded stand i^bast. " How can one hope to govern 
men without knowing them ? And how can one know 
them if one never lives with them ? To see them 
pubHoly only when the talk on every side is artificial 
is not to live with them: that is a question of seeing 
them individually, of discovering the secret springs of 
their being in the deepest recesses of their hearts, of 
soundir^ them on every side, of searcbii^ for their 



M. de Botugogne might have come by strange 
knowledge in pursuing such injunctions, for the motives 
governing action will ill bear scrutiny, and in that age 
of intrigue and immorality there was many a dark 
mystery not far below the surface. But F^nelon knew 
what be was doii^ ; be bad proved a stem and r^rous 
confessor, and by that office had learnt to understand the 
world and the weakness and corruption that underlay 
the gloss of gracefid manners and light flattery, and he 
knew the [^nce also, and was assured that for him know- 
ledge did not involve partioipatioa, but was a necessary 
part of bis apprenticeship in the art of governing. It 
> TOimagtt, Ut. xrllL 
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is by understanding Fusion and the strength of his 
influence that we obtain some l^ht upon the prince's 
attitude towards his environmeDt ; in any picture of the 
time he stands apart from the throng that cluster round 
t^e throne — a solitary &gure atn^gling perpetually to fit ' 
himself for a destiny he was never to fulfil — and those 
who lived near to him in manhood had little knowledge 
of him. But it seeois evident that the maxims of 
TiUmague had sunk deeply into bis mind, and un- 
doubtedly F^elon intended him to identify himself with 
the hero of his story. St. Simon's description of the 
prince has been already quoted, and it is thus that 
T^I^tnaque is portrayed: "He looked upon himself as 
being of a different nature from other men ; it seemed 
to him that the gods put other people in the world 
only to please him, to serve him, to anticipate his wishes, 
and to yield all thii^ to him as to a god. In his opinion 
the honour of serving him was a sufScient recompense 
for those who served. Nothing that he demred must 
be impossible, and the slightest delay rufBed his quick 
temper. Those who saw him thus as he was by natiun 
would have believed that he was incapable of loving 
any one but himself, that he was obhvious of eveiything 
but his own vainglory and his own pleasures." * 

The two are identical, and no less severe and rigorous 
a view of life was inculcated on the King's grandson than 
on the son of Ulysses. For this reason the historical ' 
value of TAimaqiie is as great as its artistic charm, and 
in spite of its direful effect on the fortunes of its author, 
its publication cannot be regretted. The resentment that 
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it aroused in the breast of the Kii^ may be jostlj attri- 
buted to BoBsuet; he remained perststently inimioal to 
F^nelou; his nominal success at the Vatican left bim 
unsatisfied, and, knowing l^e King's ind^nation to be 
abeady kindled, he fostered it till it became implac- 
able. 

The more he injured him, the more Bossuet seems 
■ to have hated F^nelon : never has history shown a more 
striking example of the pover of Jealousy. There is much 
that is venerable in the Bishop of Meauz ; such a reputa- 
tion as his is not won lightly. He was a man of deep 
learning, and his influence on the King and on the Court 
— gay and frivolous as it was when he became tutor to 
the Dauphin — effected deep and radical reforms. It is 
all the more extratmlinary to trace so much of his own 
conduct to the pettiest of human passions. With suoh 
intellectual power as his, ambition was almost a necessaiy 
shortcoming. F^elon himself was not free from t^e 
same weakness, he coveted a cardinal's hat as eagerly, 
but it would not have cost him a pang to see that 
dignity conferred upon his friend, while there is little 
doubt that the root of Bossuet's enmity lay in the dread 
that one whom he had patronised and instructed would 
reach an elevation to which he aspired in vain. His 
plebeian birth was, in fact, the bu' that divided him from 
the goal of his deures, and gave F^elon so great an 
advantage over him : there can be no disability more 
galling to a man of strong character and intellect, and 
as life wore on he did not learn phUosophy. 

The diary of the Abb^ Ledieu reveals the malignancy 
of his temper in those later years. Ledieu was one of 
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those unoompromiaing admirers who are the scoiuf^e of 
the great ; his admiration wsa vholeaale, he had no 
oapadtj for discsriniination, and his daily chronicle of 
words and actions is not calculated to increase the 
reputation of his hero in the eyes of succeeding genera- 
tions. Few hves will hear so miaute a scrutiny, and, 
on the whole, the bishop comes through the orde^ with 
credit; he suffers chiefly where he is concerned with 
F^elon, for the niuTe candour of the good ahb^ leaTee 
no room for doubt of the rancorous feeling cherished 
by bis patron. He could not tolerate a word of admira- 
tion for the writings or the conduct of his rival; he 
would not admit that there was merit to be found in 
T^4mague: it was too poetic and effeminate in diction, 
too ezf^ferated in its descriptions, while the number 
of loTe-Bcenes and the avowed passion of Calypso for 
the hero made it unprofitable reading for the prince 
and unworthy the pen of a Christian and a priest Also 
the latter portion of the work contuned a covert censure, 
not only on the Government, but on the King himself. 
Such were the great man's strictures on the unpre- 
tending volume over which the world was buzzing. He 
delivered himself of them in the privacy of his own 
household, where there were none bold enough to take 
up the cudgels for the exiled author ; hut a natural queiy 
rose to the lips even of submissive listeners : " Why 
should such a book be published, and how could it 
benefit Monseigneur de Cambrai t " 

BoBsuet's reply is characteristic, and reveals the 
bittemesB that rankled in his breast : " It is a scheme of 
his Mends," he said, " to add to his popular reputation aa 
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Uie beet irriter the honour of being unique in posaessii^ 
the courage to tell the truth." * 

He was conscious that he had squandered his own 
waning powers on a oontroTersj which had added no 
lustre to his reputation nor brought him nearer to the 
goal of his desires ; too late also he realised that it was 
impossible to ruia such a man as F^nelon in the eyes of 
the thousands who had learnt to love him. He might be 
banished from the Vatican and from Venuulles ; he might 
be silenced by the Pope and disgraced by the King, but 
he was cherished none the less in the hearts of the 
people. The effect of the long contest was, in truth, 
more tragic at Meaux and GOTmigny than at Cambrai, 
for F^nelon was dignified in his Bubmission, while Bossuet 
struggled to trade upon his superficial triumph, and 
struggled v&inly. 

" It had been evident to me for the last ten or twelve 
days," writes his ingenuous satellite, " that our bishop 
pays his court to the English. He attends the King's 
Mass in the morning, and his dinner, and sometimes 
waits on the Queen about supper-time. If he has an 
eye on a cardinal's hat by the King's interest, it is still a 
secret. I think one may suspect it, however- perhaps 
Cardinal de Noallles is in the scheme, for he loves 
Uonseigneur de Meaux dearly, and admires him very 
much, especially since the happy outcome of the Cambrai 
affair, for which the cardinal receives the credit, while 
Monseigneur de Meaux had all the trouble. It may be 
that Honseigneur de Paris could stir Mm& de Maiutenon, 
she having felt such relief at being free of the Cambru 

1 Jown«dderAbbi£tdi*u,JxA.a. 
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intrigues, and knowing better than any one that that 
Bucceas was due as much to the madom as to the learn- 
ing of our bishop." ^ 

In the ardour of his admiration Ledieu iras blind 
to the shadow he was easting on the greatness of his 
master. Old age and disease had already taken hold on 
BosBuet, but he had yielded to the unworthy passion 
which was rulii^ him while his moral and intellectual 
powers were at their fullest ripeness. He might have 
been more reticent in the prime of manhood, but not 
more temperate; ten years earHer he would not have 
betrayed himself, but he would have hated just as 
fiercely. 

The most scandalous episode of the controversy was 
the pubUoation of Bossuet's Selation su/r la Qiaetimn,, 
but Ledieu records another incident, I^s known, but 
hardly less disgraoeM. There is frequent reference to 
the Abb^ Bossuet in the letters of de Chanterac from 
Rome ; he was the representative of the opposii^ nde, 
and therefore not likely to find favourable mention, but 
de Chanteroo r^arded him with more friendly eyes than 
LedieiL The journal of the latter has no word in his 
favour ; it paints him in the darkest colours, portraying 
his habitual greed and self-indulgence, and hinting freely 
at graver vices. It is only incidentally that he brii^ 
to light the Btoiy of the Abb4 Ph^lippeaux. During his 
stay in Rome the younger Bossuet made Ph^lippeaux 
the partner of his toils and pleasures, but tbe terms of 
their friendship were but little to the credit of either,' 

> LeHat, ToL IL 

* See AbU BcMinet to bii vtule, TebrnkiT 16991 <Ewmt dt Sotvtt, slU. 
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and it is remarkable that the bishop should ever have 
admitted ^^ppeauz among his associates at Heaux. 
A love of flattery — oharacteristio of old age — ^is the pro- 
bable explanation, and Fh^lippeauz proved himself a 
dexterous courtier, availing himself of the quiet and 
security of the Episcopal household to write an aooount 
of the late proceedings at the Vatican, which he believed 
likely to conunend him to the favour of his patron. He 
gauged the mal^ancy of Bossuet's temper only too 
justly. When, thirty-one years later, the pamphlet was 
published, it was seized by the police and burned by the 
common hangman. It depicts the worst scenes in the 
miserable controversy it commemorates, and the tone 
of unmeasured adulation towards the Bishop of Meaux 
is varied by scurrilous ciJumnies on F4nelon and Mme. 
Ghiyon. Neverthdess, Bossuet listened to it calmly, and 
continued to hold the writer in an honourable position 
in his household, and Ledieu records the afiFair without 
any perception of its importance to future generations 
who would fain form a just estimate of his master's 
character. 

It was read aloud to beguile some autumn evenings 
in the year 1701 to a circle composed of the bishop and 
the most intimate of his following, who, apparently, were 
an appreciative audience. " It is a sort of journal," 
says Ledieu, "from the year 1696, when the doctor 
(Ph^lippeaux) went from Paris to Rome, to the death of 
Innocent Xn., and on to the end of 1700." It gave a 
record of Roman affairs and contemporary doings in 
Paris, "making a very ^eeable variety," as Ledieu 
quaintly expresses it No wonder that the book was a 
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source of entertainment to adherents of the winnii^ mde, 
and that they velcoined approval from the bishop which 
encouraged the author to proceed. To the old man 
himself it was invigorating to see so skil^ fm attack on 
F^elon by another hand than his, and his satisfaction 
brought him back to a theme of conversation which had 
ceased to be a favourite one. "He told us," to quote . 
Ledieu i^ain, " that it had been the oti^nal intention of 
Hme. de Maintenon to save Honseigneur de Cambrai; 
. . . she charged him (Bossuet) to do so at the very first, 
and, with the utmost secrecy, he worked for this olject 
from September 1693, having it soldy in his hands until 
the time of the Thirty-four Articles (of Issy) in March 
1 69 s. Later, Hme. de Msdntenon discarded F^elon 
entirely, and desired Honseigneur de Heauz to direct his 
labours to the refutation of the new Quietism." ^ 

Thus, on fresh testimony, we find Mme. de Haintenon 
weaving the destimes of men whose oharaoter and con- 
duct should have raised them beyond her reach, and 
instigating a prelate, fiiUy competent without assistance 
to shield the Church from all encroachmmt. to throw 
down the gauntlet and enter on that fatal conflict The 
combative spirit was latent in Bossuet, or he would not 
have responded so readily to the call she made upon 
him. It would seem that he and she acted and reacted 
on each other disastrously, sharing, and yet dissembling, 
the same mingled sentiments, but in her, ambition had 
the harder conquest, for she, in condemning F^lon, was 
&Ise to her futh, while Bossuet only denied the clum of 
friendship. 

1 Ledtat, ToL U. 
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Once fairly started on reminisoences, Bossuet, 
habitually careful and reserved, became almost gar- 
rulous ; he did not shrink from admitting that he tried 
to poison the King's mind ^;ainst F^oeton. Ledieu 
irrote vith his patron's Toice still rinf^ng in his ears, 
and is not to be doubtod: "After the publication of 
the Maaimet of Monseigneur de Cambru there were 
some murmurs of opposition to it, but the King re- 
mained uncertain and irresolute as to what cotuse he 
^ould take, and it was he (Monseigneur de Meaux) 
who decided his Majesty to demand and insist upon 
the condemnation of the book, having explained to 
him in detail all the false principles of the work and 
the results which were to be feared." ' 

This statement gives another reason for the ardour 
with which Bossuet pursued his victim ; his own reputa- 
tion hung in the scale a^iunst that of the accused, and 
every breath of passii^ encourf^ement which cheered 
tiie little company at Oambrai inspired the Bishop of 
Meaux and his adherents to renewed endeavour. De 
Chanterao, who, to judge by contemporary accounts, 
was precise and correct ia his information, wrote to 
de Ziangeron at Cambrai early in i6g8 as follows : — 

" Some people who are in close correspondence with 
Paris and Versailles have received letters saying that 
the Court is changing greatly towards Monseigneur de 
Cambrai, and that the King stud to Monseigneur de 
Heaux that the matter of his book was not going as he, 
Monseigneur de Meaux, had expected ; that many wise 
people approved of it; moreover, that the examiners 

' Leiim, toL il. 
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irere divided, and that half, and the most important 
ludf, vere sure that it oould never be condemned." ^ 

The restoration of Fusion to favour and possibility 
of advancement Trould have been intolerable to Bossuet ; 
but that he himself should at the same t»me be proved 
a bad adviser, and taunted by the King for his dis- 
credited accusations, vas a conBummation too outn^eous 
to be even contemplated. Compared with that alterna- 
tive, his triumph, thoi^h there was something lacking 
in it, was a theme for unrestrained rejoicing. 

The first reading o{ Ph^lippeaux' book occupied two 
evenii^ps, and the listeners were led through varied 
scenes and placed in distorted intimacy with many con- 
trasting types of human nature. He set forth the 
" intrigues and secret practices " of F^nelon's adherents 
in Bome, " and the tricks of the Society of Jesuits, from 
the superior to the humblest unit among them, at the 
French Court and in Paris, with all their outward com- 
pliance and humility, are so aptly unmasked and ao 
well introduced amid so many doings and doctrines that 
they make the narrative a very curious one," 

The Abb^ Bossuet and his companion must have 
had a degraded view of Roman life and society, to juc^ 
by de Chanterao's description of their proceedings, and 
Fh^ppeaux' book was rather curious than improving; 
but it is easy to understand bow his audience, in the 
security of their success, gave amused attention to his 
account of the last efforts of Cardinal de Bouillon and 
the Jesuits to save the Maxinus and its author &om dis- 
grace, until, hope failing them, they suddenly withdrew 
CoTTtipondanet dt FineUn, yiU. 375. 
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support and left him to bis fate ; of the hesitations of 
the Pope (his reotitudo being, of necessity, much inosted 
on), the firmness of the King, the manceuvres of the 
cardinals whom Cardinal de Bouillon had won over, and 
all those fruitless schemes and efforts of the losing side 
which the jounger Bossuet had collected and exa^erated 
for the delectation of himself and his ally. It is not 
the intrinsic merit of the narrative that preserves it &om 
oblivion, but the observations that it suggested to the 
bishop. Whatever may have been the original intention 
of the writer, the work d^^erated into a chronigue 
aeandaieute of the most objectionable type. " It is, in 
£wt, so outspoken," remarks the guileless Ledieu, " that 
tbero would be neither prudence, wisdom, nor security, 
in makii^ it public. Not only are the Jesuits and 
Cardinal de Bouillon and all those who shielded the 
heresy shown in their true colours, but the behaviour 
of the Court of France is frankly described also. One 
may see Mme. de MfuntenoD with all her devotion 
to M. I'Abbd de F^nelon and her care for his advance- 
ment and the like. MM. de Beauvilliers, de Chevreuse, 
their wives, their relatives, their friends, and all the 
people concerned ia the matter appear upon the scene 
entirely unmasked ; neither is the Court of Rome 
n^lected : it is indeed such a collection of invidious 
truths as might overwhelm their chronicler." 

BosBueb, having no dislike to invidious truths which 
did not touch him personally, oonsidered that the book 
might with advantage be given to the public at some 
future day. This was his verdict after having heard 
it a seoond time with ample leisiure to reflect upon it. 



id By Google 



BOSSUET AND "TtLEMAQUE" 177 
and he made only one oritioism, advising the remoTal 
of a detailed descripUon of F^nelon'a secret motives 
and ambitions before he came to Court. Apparently 
Ph^ppeauz represented him as coveting the office 
which he aftervards obtained, from his earliest youth, 
and scheming deeply to obtain it, paying asuduous 
court to the Bishop himself, and striving to divert him 
from any leaning in the same direction by reminders 
of the cl^m made by the Church on his full abilities 
and time. Suoh a picture of F^elon is a little difficult 
to reconcile with the conception that others formed of 
him, even though Fh^lippeaux urges that he obtiuned 
these intimate details frx)m his own lips when Uiey were 
fellow-guests at Glennigny before his appointment to the 
Court. Bossuet's memory, however, refused to furnish 
any oorroborative evidence, and he condemned the passi^ 

Having thus detected the chronicler in one false- 
hood, it is astonishiiur that he, im honest mui, should 
have let his other statements pass unchallenged ; but 
his sight had become distorted irremediably and he 
could no longer r^^ard anything that had reference to 
F^nelon with justice. Having reluctantly acquitted him 
on one false charge he proceeded to make another of 
far graver import. His method is best given in the 
words of one who actually listened to his voice : 

" From that we entered upon H. I'Abb^ de F^nelon, 
whom Monseigneur de Heaux pronounced to have been 
a complete hypocrite all his life ; having from the first, in 
dealing with him, used finesse and dissimulation to obtain 
what he desu^d, which he himsdf had not detected, 
ci«diting him with unoerity equal to his own. But he 
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added that the bu^ess of his book bad shown what he 
retdlj was, for he had resorted to every sort of subterfuge 
in his defenoe, denying the most assured and evident 
truths and matters of fact to such a point that even his 
old friends, Cardinal de Noulles and Honse^eur ds 
Chartres, became convinced of the deceitfuhiess of his 
disposition." 

In all likeUhood Bossuet had brought himself to this 
conviction. Unless be did believe F^elon to be the 
cunning strategist he represented him, his conduct 
towards him is quite at variance with his character for 
probity. But, having once persuaded himself that he 
fbi^ht in a righteous cause, and that his anger was 
unless, he allowed no further misgiving to weaken his 
attack, and no method seemed to him to be unlawful 
This is the only explanation of his position regarding 
Fh^lippeaux. for not only did he approve the scandalous 
chronicle of his dependant, but he also sanctioned a scheme 
for its pubUoation after the death of the writer. The 
fact that Ph41ippeauz was a younger man than F^nelon 
conveys an idea of the iniquity of the suggestion. Tha 
former was to be preserved from possible inconvenience 
during bis lifetime, while the reputation of the latter was 
to be condemned to obloquy when neither he, nor any of 
those close friends who could have cleared bim by their 
personal knowledge, were left to confront the slanders of 
a dishonourable enemy. That he was saved from such a 
fate was due to the tardy justice of the pubUc It is 
impossible to exonerate Bossuet ; and Ledieu — insfHred by 
an honest spirit of adulation — has irgured his master's 
memory more deeply than the bitterest of his opponents. 
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F^BLON AND THE JANSENISTS 

It is impossible to form a just astimate of F^oelon 
vithout considering the oonflictii^ reli^ous influences 
throu^ whicli he had to steer his co\irse, and to what 
extent they left their mark upon the national character. 
The struggle of the Huguenots tab bs important politi- 
cally as ecclesiastically ; they have, therefore, a promin^t 
place in history, and Ftoelon's position with regard to 
them is clearly defined by the record of his misaon in 
Saintonge, a record which even his enemies found it 
difficult to criticise. But when the eightemith century ' 
b^;an, the Huguenot faction had ceased to take the 
foremost place as a target for ecclesiastical agitators. 
They had been ousted for a time by the Quietists, who 
were of no political importance ; and when, with the close 
of the century, the triumph of court intrigue and private 
animosity was proclumed through Europe and F^elon's 
book condemned, the militant instinct which animated 
so many defenders of the Churoh was &ee to concentrate 
itself upon a new crusade. 

The fall of Molinos is attributed to the Jesuits ; but 
in the Quietist controvers/ their influence was not 
paramount. Many of them wwe friendly towards 
FSaelon ; Cardinal de Bouilloo had supported him until 
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he conEdderod his defeat ineviuble, ,and F^re La ChaiBe 
had feared his hold on JBfme. de Maintenon more than 
his doctrine. It was otherwise, however, with the next 
conflict that stirred the ecclesiastical world : there can be 
Qo doubt of the attitude of the Jesuits towards Port 
Royal and the Jansenists. Their hatred was no new 
sentiment ; it was always smouldering, always liable to 
burst into deTouring flames. The century during which 
/ Port Royal held its place as a national institution was 
one of great importance to the national life ; a century 
during which new thoughts and new ideals broke through 
the narrow limits of the old religious slavery, and men 
woke to a desire to think for themselves, imd claim a 
heritage of hope that did not depend on the favour of 
the priest. Such novelties bring energy and power in 
their wake, and Port Boyal may justly claim a share in 
the glories of that age of progress. 

The name of Port Royal has become synonymous 
with Jansenism, but the actual convent of Port Royal 
des Chunps was founded in the thirteenth oentury and 
afterwards came under the Benedictine rule. Its real 
life, however, did not animate it till Jacqueline Amauld, 
better known as M^re Angelique, became Abbess there ; 
but it was owii^ to her that the lax and often disgrace- 
ful customs of her own and other convents were abolished, 
and the true sjmt of conventual di«npline enforced. 
Her plea for a purer life won her the friendship of St. 
Francis de Sales, himself the keenest of monastic re- 
formers, of Hme. de Chantal,* a woman celebrated for 
her saintly life, of Vincent de Paul and of de Hauranne, 
' The grandmothsr of Hma. do Serigud. 
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Abbot of Saint-Cyran. The last named merged bimBoIf so 
oampletely in loyalty to Port Royal that he has no sepa- 
rate place in history ; but it was owing to him that the 
doctrine of his friend, the Flenush scholar JanfieniuH, 
became an inseparable part of the futh of the Fort 
Royalists, and in 1636 he was appointed the spiritual 
director of the Community. From this appointment . 
may be dated the greatest fame and the erentual ruin 
of the institution. As in all reli^us controversy many 
elements besides religion were inTolved. Jansenius was 
inimical to Richelieu. Richelieu was all-powerful, and, 
therefore, Jansenius himself being out of reach, his Mend 
became the sufferer. His fate was somewhat similar 
but yet a harder one thut that of F^elon, for he was 
arraigned with as little reason, and was actually im- 
prisoned for five years. When, on the death of Riche- 
heu, he was released, his misfortunes had won him a band 
of devoted followers, and his celebrity a strong force of 
determined enemies ; from that moment he was the re- 
cognised leader of every Fort Royalist recluse — that is to 
say, of those men who had resorted to Fcort Royal des 
Champs (from whence the convent had removed to 
Paris) to seek stireogth in prayer and meditation agunst 
the temptations of their life in the world. 

It was only when Richelieu died that the full 
strength of the Janseniat party became evident. Petty 
persecution had sown the seed of rebellion among them, 
and the animosity of the Jesuits was ever ready to show 
itself. SL Cyran was a natural object for hatred, for his 
secret influence in Paris was greater than that of any 
member of the famous College, and he was also avowedly 
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tbe friend of Berulle, founder of the Oratorions, an order 
abhorred by the Jeauit powera. 

Ecclesiastioal power as represented by Richelieu had 
been almost limitless while Louis XIII. filled the throne ; 
it was hardly less when Hazarin replaced him under the 
new K"itig, and Haz&rin was as much a Jesuit at heart as 
Riohelieu. Thus royal and Jesuit interests were mei^ned, 
and revolt against Jesuit influence came near akin to 
treason. It was hkevitable, therefore, that when the spirit 
of anarchy was abroad the Jansenists should range them- 
selves in opposition to the Crown ; but such a position 
was fatal to a party bound together only by ^reemeot 
on points of doctrine. They were the tools of men more 
subtle than themselves, men who were as reckless as they 
were unscrupulous, and thus they became so inextricably 
involved in the Fronde Rebellion that the stigma of the 
King's displeasure could never be erased. It was their 
fate to be injured by their friends. De Retz favoured 
them, and they did not escape a share in his well-merited 
dishonour, but it is unlikely that he had any better reason 
for his favour than spite against Hazarin; his history 
gives small ground for a belief that the r^ections of 
Jansenius and St Cyran awoke a responsive echo in his 
breast It was quite another type of man that was ready 
to risk life and sacrifico liberty for the fruit of those re- 
flections — it was to the thinker they appealed, to those 
to whom religion was the most important element in 
human life ; and the immense stir caused by the succes- 
sive controversies during the seventeenth century testifies 
to the numbers who may be thus described. 

It is difficult to summarise briefly the heads of the 
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Jansenist doctrine.^ It v&a founded oq the works of St. ' 
Au^stine, to which JanseniuB and St OTtan had dedi- 
cated five years of study and meditation. Jansenius in 
the course of his life read, aocording to his own state- 
ment, all the writings of St Augustine ten times, and the 
treatises on the Pela^ans thirty times. He appealed to 
St Augustine for authority as the Reformers appealed to 
the Bible. He rebelled against the theological monopoly 
chumed by a small section of learned priests, and his 
controversy with the Jesuits was in some d^ree a 
replioa of the original dispute between Augustine and 
Felagius, founded on the question, " How is Redemption 
effected 7 " 

Two centuries of thought have resulted in acceptance 
of the human limitations that make that question ab- 
solutely unanswerable, but its fascination for these earlier 
students seems to have been inexhaustible. To use the 
cant phrase with which all are familiar, Augustine be- 
lieved salvation to be the work of grace, effected only by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Felagius held that 
all alike can of their own free will turn to God and claim 
redemption.* Molina, who was orifj^nally a Jesuit, 
attempted to comlnne the two theories in his treatise, 
" The Compatibility of Free-will with the Gifts of Grace " ; 
but they seem to have been incompatible, and the Jesuits 

' True Jananilam ooosiBta Id Bajiog that after tbe f&ll of Adam man 
found himaaU betw«eii two opposing attraotloiu, one of hcsTsn townda 
Tiitae, th« otbet of earth towards vice, bo that It Ib neeaiarg that at eaoh 
momeiit tbe will shooU follow whioheTer of theaa attnctioni proTOi the 
■tnn]g«r<(£wvra de Ptitdon, zrlJL). 

* Some dne to tbeae differing dootrines maj b« lonnd In the Uree (A 
the dlapntaats. Angnstine was ooaverted after a life of ilii. Felagini had 
» tdcai noord from Ui 7011th up. 
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Tould not allow thdr liTala to preach a doctrine vhich, 
if it hiA no other flaw, was so erideutlj destruotive to the 
supreme spiritual powra of the priests. F^uelon found 
other reasons for olaiming the necessity of free will, aad 
his conclusion of the whole matter appeals to the natural 
instincts of average humanity. Briefly it was this : Take 
away free will, and you take away all vice, all virtue, and 
aJl merit 

NerertheleBS, Jansenius drew something very like a 
denial of free will frY)m St Augustine. The elect, accord- 
ing to him, were saved without any choice of their own, 
hy the ohoioe of God ; all might have the power to turn 
to God, but only the ohoaen had the will to do so. It is 
not necessary to attempt to trace the subtledes of this 
theory further. Jansenius spent his life in study and 
meditation on it, and two years after his death, in 1 640, 
his great work, " The Augustinus, or. The Doctrine of St 
Augustine," was published at Louvain. It threw down 
the gauntlet for Jansenism, and the conflict r^^ed fiercely. 
Though the Fort RoyaUstB were many of them of eamest 
purpose and devoted life, the balance of reason, of power, 
even perhaps of saintliness (for Vincent de Paul opposed 
them, and Francis de Sales, who might have aided them, 
was dead), was gainst their triumph, and a papal bull in 
Hay 1653 condemned their doctrine. St Augustine 
himself, in his eagerness to reveal mysteries which 
have been hidden from the eyes of men, loses him- 
self in a maze of inconsistent speculations. The Jan- 
senists, appealing to him for authority, exaggerated his 
mistakes and were betrayed into professions which wer8 
declared to be heretical The difficulty, as in the subee* 
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qne&t case of Ftoelon'a Mdximes, tas that the Baints 
acknowledged by the Roman Catholic Church had fre- 
quently given utterance to such ambiguous opinions that 
it iras hard to separate them from the condemnation 
[announced upon their over-zealous followers — a oonnde- 
ration which only increased the wrath of the ^uthfal 
i^^st the offenders. 

From first to last the influence of the Throne was , 
definitely against the Jansenists; and this would have 
been the case even if they had not been connected 
with the iDHUigents of the Fronde, for Louis XIV. 
was confiii^^ntly opposed to any attempt at independent 
Uiought, and an endeavour after s^oritual freedom was in 
truth the source and inspiration of their creed. He and 
Hazarin united in ardent support of the papal bull, the 
fiat of the learned doctors of the Sorbonne went out 
against the writings of Jansenius ; even the University of 
Louvain, the birthplace of his doctrine, subscribed to his 
condenmation, and it seemed that the faction of Port 
'Royal mnst be either crushed out of existence or con- 
verted to accepted orthodoxy. But if they were to die 
they -wtxe determined to die hard. Among the Fort 
Royalists there were names which have an individual 
place in the honourable records of their country, and 
persecution aroused in them that spirit of resistance 
which had already made the Huguenots so dangerous to 
the national peace. 

Antoine Amauld, the Invther of M^ Angelique, was 
a celebrated scholar and a doctor of the Sorbonne. De 
Sa^ less celebrated but no less learned, translated the 
Kble in the version in general use. Nicole, Tillemont, 
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and Raoine were faithful sons to the oonuuimil^. Boileau 
vas ready to risk his liberty for its defeaoe ; and Pascal's 
" Provincial Letters " bear witness still to his loyalty. It 
olaimed {arotectors also among those Those greatness was 
not due only to their intellectual pover. Mme. de 
LongueviUe and her brothers the Duo d'Enghien and the 
Prince de Conti are the most noticeable of these. Th«e 
was the Due de Luynes also, the recipient of Amauld's 
celebrated "Letters to a Duke and Peer ofFrance " ; but the 
King on one occasion stated openly that " those who go 
to Fort Royal do not come to Harly," and therefore an 
avowal of Jansenism made serious demands on the self- 
devotion of a courtier. In the case of Bacine the con- 
flict of interest was particularly cruel ; for he seems 
to have had an honest personal affection for the King, 
and was held in high esteem by Hme. de Huntenon. As 
in other notable instances, this last advant^e was his 
ruin. When suspicions of Jansenist heresy were rife at 
Court, she betrayed him to make her own position more 
secure. It was her intention to do her utmost to rein- 
state him, but he died, heartbroken at the loss of a favour 
which he had valued far too deeply, before she could 
accomplish her purpose. 

" I know that in the King's mind a Jansenist is 
umply an intriguer and a rebel to the Church,"^ ha 
wrote to her when his dif^raoe fell upon him ; and 
no one familiar with the royal attitude towards the 
Amauld faction could question the accuracy of his judg- 
ment There must have been strong personal influence 
in addition to the strength of their convictions to bind 

' (Euvruit Ai«HW, toLt., Huoh 4, 1698. 
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them together in a unitj of resistance which endured 
through three generations. The heads of the community 
needed higher inspiration than the political partisan* 
ship of which they were constantly accused, and their 
tenacity, as each new decade only brought them fresh 
misfortunes, testifies that their revolt was rather against 
the tyranny which the King sought to exercise over 
the brains and spirits of his subjects than against a 
despotism that merely touched their bodies. 

While the attention of the Church was concentrated ' 
on the Quietism controversy the Jansenists had a period 
of repose. Pascal and Amauld were dead, and it seemed 
as if the survivors of the party were not likely again 
to become a cause of danger. The situation of t^e 
convent of Fort Royal in the Hdtel de Clugni in the 
Fauboui^ St. Jacques, and the proximity of Port Royal 
des Champs, brought both especially under the eye of 
the Archbishop of Paris. De Harlai was never troubled 
by his theological convictions ; he was ready to obey 
the King's commands and carry out a system of im- 
relenting persecution against any sect which had the 
misfortune to excite the King's displeasure, and it is 
recorded of him that he pronounced the harshest sen- 
tences with a smiling courtesy, which showed that he 
at least bore no ill-will towards his victims. Possibly 
he lived in anticipation of a sudden swing of the 
pendulum, and judged it best to bid for the favour of 
all parties. Nevertheless, despite his dexterous diplo- 
macy, he died without the cardinal's hat which was 
the goal of his ambition. De Noailles, who followed 
him, was more fortunate in this respect, for he was 
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made a oaidinal ten yean after his appointment to the 
Bee of Paris ; but he owed that distinction, so fBO* as 
common rumour may be trusted, to the intervention 
of Hme. de Haintenon, and he failed signally in the 
£ar-Bighted judgment which had protected his courtly 
but notorious predecessor. 

De Noiulles holds a prominent place among the 
group of contemporaries who were closely in touch with 
F^elon. They were both favoured friends of Mme. de 
Maintenon, and during F^nelon's years at Versiulles 
there was mutual friendliness between them. But the 
conduct of de Noailles r^u<ding Zea Maximes made 
further confidence impossible; his vadillation was worse 
than the open enmity of Bossuet, and he forfeited 
F^elon's r^ard for ever. The injury inflicted was 
not one to be forgotten, and the memoty of it rankled. 
It is, therefore, possible that Ftoelon's subsequent an- 
tagonism, when the Cardinal's own orthodoxy was called 
in question, was, perhaps unconsciously, the more de- 
termined by reason of personal resentment. He had 
suffered much at the hands of those who professed to 
be his friends, and he was a man of strong human 
passions, latent in him till the day of his death in 
spite of long years of self-repression. Nor did he ever 
approach the perfection of charity, for he was an old 
man when de Noailles forfeited the royal favour, and 
it is evident that he exulted in his downfall But at 
least his antagonism was undi]^;uiBed ; and it should be 
remembered that the particular form of heresy wit^ 
which the Cardinal was charged was one which F^elon 
had always held in abhorrence. 
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The oontroverey over the Aii^utinus had long been . 
laid to rest, but it vas revived in a somewhat varied 
form by the Tkiologie of P^ Habert and the SiJUxwia 
Morales' of Fasqiiier Quesnel, and this last was the 
beginning of a dispute even more senaational than that 
on Quietism. Quesnel was a Father of the Oratory, 
and therefore claimed the opposition of the Jesuits at 
the outset; he. had so far drawn their resentment upon 
himself that, in 1685, sz years after the publication 
of his book, he thought it safer to retreat to Brussels, 
But, though his writings seemed to most theolc^ians 
to correspond with the doctrine of the Jansenists, he 
did not acknowle(^e his sympathy with them, and his 
book was accepted by Bossuet, while the seoood edition, 
which appeared in 1699, was revised by de NoaiUes, 
who was then Archbishop of Paris, and dedicated to him 
with his own permission. 

When Father Souatre, Jesiiit priest, as the mouth- 
piece of his <n;der, attacked it, Bossuet b^an a vindi- 
cation, and had he Uved a few years loi^;er, he aod 
F^nelon must have once more crossed swords on the 
field of theolo^cal controversy ; he died, however, and 
de NoEulles was left as the principal au^^rter of P&re 
QuesneL Hu support was given fearlessly and openly, 
and his enemies had only to prove the heresy of the 
Oratorian to attain his ruin. The Jesuits could not 
brook that one who did not work in their interests 
should stand so high in favour at Court and at the 
Vatican, and they detected how deeply de Noailles had 

1 Abbregi <U la MonU dt VitangiU, de* .^ptlni dt S. Pmi, da ^j^trt 
CtenontguM e( V Apoeal/st*'> "" OKHtieiMe «ttr la Ttxte de Ja Livrtt latrtx: k 
FMii au 1693-1694. 
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oompromifled himself by his approval of QuesneL The 
death of La Chaise in 1708 and the succession of Le 
Tellier to his office as Confessor to the Eii^, gave 
thwr scheme the impetus it needed, for Le Tellier was 
a Jesuit of the most dangerous type, crafty enough to 
know when wisdom demanded silence, but daring in 
stratagem when the propitious moment offered itsell 

A few years earlier one of the Jansenist faction 
had hastened the approach of ruin by compiling a 
pamphlet known as the Ck$ de Qmsdenee, which set 
forth an intricate difficulty of conformity with the 
papal bull against the Auguatinua, and was published 
with the opinions of forty doctors of the Sorbonne 
appended. It called forth all the donnant antagon- 
ism towards the Port Royalists, and its author, P^ 
Eustace, himself confessor to the convent of Port Royal, 
was responsible for the last papal bull destined to he 
launched agunst the commimity. But he only effected 
a little sooner what must of necessity have come as 
the years passed, for the Jansenists' claim of hberty 
of judgment was as impossible to reconcile with the 
passive obedience required by authority as that of the 
Huguenots themselves. 

In 1 ;o9 the final blow fell on Port Royal. By order 
of the Archbishop of Paris all members of the Com- 
munity who would not subscribe to a profession of &ith 
which denied them any vestige of that liberty for which 
ihaj had stm^led so long, were expelled, and many of 
them condemned to imprisonmenL 

In this case de NoiuUes yielded to expediency, and 
allowed himself to be the toot -of the Eii^ and the 
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Jesuits; but he would have done better to have saved 
his honour, for by disloyalty to a party vith whom he 
had so muoh sympathy, he only succeeded in postponing 
his own downfall A man whom the Jesuits marked 
is a victim had little hope of escape; they were con- 
fident enough to be patient, and they seldom waited in 
vain. The lUfiexions Morales of Pasquier Queanel gave , 
them a basis from whence to direct their attack on 
Cardinal de Noailles, and the movement was dexterously 
oi^anised. The Bishops of Lu9on and Boohelle compiled 
a mandement condemning the BSJtexions Morales, and 
warning the faithful against its perusal This was pla- 
carded at every street comer in Paris, and even on the 
gate of the Archiepiscopal Palace. The doctrine con- 
tained in the lUJladont Morales is almost identical 
with that of Jansenius ; but such a proceeding was an 
open insult to the Cardinal (although the Bishops de- 
clared that they intended no reflection upon him), and 
his first method of retaliation was the ezpulsiou of two 
nephews of the Bishops from the CoU^ of Saint-Sulpioe, 
of which he was the head by reason of his office. The 
Bishops retorted by a letter to the King, which is in 
itself a masterpiece; for without bringing any direct 
chai^ against the Cardinal, they contrived to leave the 
impression that he was an open supporter of acknow- 
ledged heresy. They had a strong plea for their con- 
demnation of Quesnel in the fact that Godet Desmarais 
had suppressed the B4Jiexion$ in the diocese of Chartres 
just before his death, and Desmarais' place in the esteem 
of tho King and Mme. de Mainteuon was unassailable. 
" Must a book be left in the hands of the faithful 
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which corrupts their £Bith," they demanded, "which 
Bi^lgests and encourages distnist of all established autho- 
rity in every commonity where it is admitted} Should 
this hook be left in the hands of the fiuthfal because 
my Lord Cardinal was taken by surprise and thought it 
orthodox? What have we to fear in addressii^ the most 
reli^ouB of princes, the truest lover of the Church ? " ^ 

Thus, with their righteous ind^nation adroitly tem- 
pered with the flattery to which Louis was most susceptible, 
they made their appeal. They were venturing on danger- 
ous ground, for de Noailles was no new comer at Court ; 
his intimacy with Mme. de Maintenon had endured for 
twenty years, and he had been fortunate enough to retain 
the &vour of the King besides. The veneration in which 
the memory of Bossuet was held- was an additional sup- 
port, for the veteran theologian was supposed to have held 
the same opinion of Quesnel ; and if La Chaise had still 
controlled the conscience of the King, the movement 
would never have had force sufficient to attack so well- 
defended a position. But Le Tellier was its mainspring. 
No man in the kingdom, probably, held so much power 
as the Jesuit Confessor of the King m his later years, and 
the immensity of what he accomplished in this instance 
is only the more strikli^, because there was a moment 
when even he, secure as he believed himself, stood on the 
brink of &ilure and consequent die^race. 

The King's treatment of the Cardinal was in striking 

contrast with that which he accorded to F&ielon fifteen 

yean earlio' ; he invited him to justify himself agfunst 

the aotnisationa of the Jesuits, and simultaneously the 

> Oarrttpvutante dt FintUm, vol. 111. 307. 
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Chapter of Paris, jealous for the honour of their arch- 
bishop, besought him to confute the insulting charges. 
To comply vith both demands ha published a mandx- 
meni, as militant as any of those in the Bossuet and 
F^nelon struf^le, deuouncii^ the bishops as assailants 
of the faith and doctrine of St Augustine, and forbidding 
the £uthfal in his diocese to possess or to peruse their 
ordinances or pastoral instructions. It was characteristic 
of de NoaiUes to be bold at the wrong moment, and to 
waver when the occasion demanded resolution ; in this 
instance his audacity was displea^ng to the King, who 
had expected an explanation and d^enoe addressed to 
himself, and he was playii^ into the dexterous hands 
of Le TeUier, It was at this crisis, when, once more, one ' 
of the princes of the Ohtirch stood arraigned on a charge 
of ecclesiastical treason, that F4nelon appeared a^aiu 
upon the scene, raided on the side of authority, yet with 
the deep conTiction that in choosing it he chose the side 
of truth. 

It was not, of course, a bodily appearance at Court, 
or at the Vatican ; hut his pen was powerful enough to 
bring him as a hving presence among the combatants, 
and what he wrote was animated by an intensity of 
feeling which most have had a deeper source than mere 
personal ranoour. Before the cardinal's mandemeTU, he had 
written to Le Tellier ui^fing up<Hi him the terrible danger 
of the doctrine of Quesnel and Habert, a danger infinitely 
noore to be dreaded on account of its subtlety than open 
and decided Jansenism. As he viewed it, it was indeed 
subversive of all morality. Quietism in its darkest aspect 
had not appeared so black — he summarised it as the 
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belief that all human derares were directed by the will 
of God, aad therefore to be obeyed; and he expressed 
his intention of entering the hats once more in defence 
of the true faith if the Cardinal were suffered to make 
such an assault upon it as his forthcoming mandemtiU 
threatened. It was his desire that the King should see 
his letter, and Le Telller showed it to him. Conflicting 
currents of feelii^ swayed the royal influence during that 
controversy, and at that moment they set against the 
Cardinal A gracious mess^e from Versulles found its 
way to Camhrai, the first since F^nelon's appointment, 
leavii^ him ^l liberty in general to do what he would 
in support of pure doctrine, and in particular encouraging 
faim to prepare a reply to the Cardinal with promptitude. 
It seemed that the ruin wrought by his eagerness to pro- 
olum the truth was about to be repaired by the same 
means; but the tide turned suddenly, and just when 
F^elon had flushed the work that was to refute the 
dangerous teaching of de Noailles, he received another 
mess^e from the King withdrawing the sanction he had 
extended to his suggested onslaught, and binding him to 
silence. 

It was a cruel blow, so sharp that it could not be 
accepted without remonstrance. The pamphlet was 
aheady in the hands of the printers, and its author 
had gloried in the thought that he was once more to 
be known among his fellows as the defender of the 
Church he loved, but was supposed to have attacked. 
Fancying that a recollection of his old injuries at the hand 
of de Noailles might have moved the King to this unex- 
pected course, he made a desperate appeal to Le Telller. 
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"Cahbeui, May 8, 1711. 

" If the King thioks I am moved by passion, or that 
I ftm miBtaken in tho dootrina, I implore hirn to nama 
four or five bishops, sincerely anti - Jansenist, [nous, 
gentle, moderate, but without ambition or worldly cal- 
culation. I will consult with them with the utmost 
secrecy. They shall report to his Majesty. I will do 
nothing without conaulti^ them ; and I daro be oertain 
that they will see how I deprecate all extreme measures, 
how I love peace, and how sincerely I mistrust my own 
feeble understanding. 

" M. le Cardinal de Noailles, who is so sharp against 
hifi Episcopal colleagues, and rebukes them so freely, has 
nothing but indulgence for P6re QuesneL" ^ 

One of the most galling disabilities of exile was an 
ignorance of the progress of events, which caused F^elon 
to expend his strength in useless effort. In the present 
case, had he had full information of the progress of 
affairs, he would have been able to foretell the obduracy 
of the King. Events had, in &ct, taken a most unex- 
pected turn, which, had he availed himself of it prudently, 
would have changed the very precarious position of de 
Noailles to one of absolute security. By some chance 
which is involved in mystery, some letters fell into his 
hands, written by one Jesuit, the Abb^ Bochart de Saron, 
to another, which described the or^^inal scheme of attack 
upon the Cardinal through Quesnel, as concerted be- 
tween Le Tellier and other prominent members of the 
community. So skilfully had the scheme been conceived 

' Corrfprmdane* dt FtnAm, tdI. iii. zli. 
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that the actual result accorded with that on which they 
speculated, and it was easy for the cardinal to inanuate 
that they had used the King and Mme. de Maintenon as 
their tools. 

" The Jansenists, the Jesuits, M. le Cardinal de 
Noaillea, M. de Cambrai, and several bishops, are making 
a great fuss," wrote Mme. de Maintenon. " If you wish 
to know my opinion on the subjeot, I tell you that they 
are all in the wrong. M. le Cardinal has asked leave to 
come here on Wednesday, to make his plea in form. I 
greatly fear the audience will only aoger both partiea" ' 

So great was the triumph and elation of the Cardinal 
that it turned his head. A single reverse did not shake 
the power of the Jesuits more than temporarily, but he, 
remembering that they had not saved F^nelon, believed 
that they had not sufficient strength or determination to 
ruin him. As Archbishop of Paris, it was his office to 
issue licences annually to preachers and confessors, and 
he made use of his power to deny the right to receive 
ooofesuon to twenty Jesuits who presented themselves, 
only extending it conditionally to Le Tellicr. Once 
again he played into the hands of his enemies. There 
was an outcry throughout Paris which found an echo at 
Versailles. The prejudices of a lifetime in such a mind 
as the King's could not be routed in a moment even by 
such a revelation as that of the intrigue against the 
Cardinal, and Le Tellier, though his post might be in- 
secure, was still at Court, and knew how to turn every 
whisper to the best aooount to save his party. 

" It is my &te to die by these bishops," wrote Mme. 
> To H. U Duo d« NodUIm, Hailj, Ipril 37, 171 1. 
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de Maintenon in despur. "You knov what M. de 
C&mbrai made me suffer: it is much worse to be at 
odds with one's own arohbishop." ' 

Certainly her position and that of the King deserred 
commiseration ; they could have pursued their course so 
oonfidently along the narrow path of bigotry, crushing 
all who showed any incliDation to diverge &om it, and 
happy in the conviction that idl other routes but theirs 
led to inevitable damnation, but for the fact that just 
those oompaniona whom they chose as gtiides or fellow- 
travellers, agun and again deserted them and rushed 
headlong down forbidden byways towards destruction. 
The King was old, and had been shaken by national 
disasters; the firmness he brought to bear on other 
similar controversies was lacking in this instance, either 
from general weakness or by reason of his friendship for 
de Nouiles. Had it been possible, he would have re- 
tiuned Le Tellier and countenanced the Cardinal at the 
same time. But it was not possible ; on both sides the 
emuity was so declared that complete surrender from 
one or other of the combatants seemed the only con- 
clusion. The King turned to his grandson for assistance 
in his difficulty. The young Dauphin had not been a 
suocess on the battlefield, but it was hoped that he might 
shine as a peacemaker ; in many ways he was eminently 
titted for the office assigned to him, for he had given 
even more study to religion than to politics, and his 
intimacy with F^nelon tat^ht him to know the minds of 
the leaders of the Church as other princes could not do. 
He summoned a council of men who stood high in repu- 
' To the Bishop of Chartre*, Jal7 1711. 
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tation for firmness and moderation, and made it hia aim 
to obtain oonoesslons from both parties. Le Tellier 
seems to have aided him in persuading the bishops, on 
whom fell the onoa of the oontroversy, to make a con- 
oiliatoty advance towards the Cardinal, representing that 
by 80 doing they would please the King, and so serve 
the cause of their party, although at the cost of personal 
himiiliation ; but the reckless step of de Nofulles in with- 
holdii^ the licences of the Jesuits made any moderate 
or peaceful settlement impoesibla Moreover, the bishops 
would only consent to humble themselves if he withdrew 
his mandentent, and, with the obstinacy of weakness, he 
would not yield an inch of the poution of defiance he 
had adopted. 

The offending books were already under consideration 
at Borne, and Ftoelon, who watched the controversy with 
the utmost eagerness, could obbun more intimate infor- 
mation r^arding proceedings at the Vatican than of 
what took place in Paris. A letter from F^re Daubenton,' 
his correspondent there^ ^ves a curious picture that re- 
calls the expedients of Ph^lippeaux and the Abb^ Bossuet 
in a stru^le which had become only a v^^e remem- 
brance to all but a very few, and commemorates once 
more the absolute unsorupulousness regarding the means 
to a desired end, that characterised ecclesiastics of the 
highest reputation. 

"Bou, OetobM-33, 171 1. 

" There is a very dai^rous man called Rostet here, 
the agent of Cardinal de Noulles. He scatters a thousand 
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falsehoods with the utmost nudaoity in support of de 
Quesnel's book. For instance, that the Dauphin has 
openlj declared himself on that side ; that the bishops 
gave the letters to Cardinal de Noailles ; that they will 
alter their matuiemmt to the will of the cardinal, while 
he confirms his. He adds, whioh is a notable lie, that he 
knows all this from the ourdinal. All the Jansenists 
assemble at P^re Boslet's." ^ 

But, by one of those curious paradoxes that, in spite 
of all entanglement wrought by corruption and intrigue, 
rereal the character which is the mainspring of all con- 
troversy, it was because de Noailles had so scrupulous a '' 
oonscienoe that he ruined his career, and brought disaster 
and anarchy to the Church of France, which was pro- 
longed and extended until the Church of France ceased 
to exist. The spirit of revolution had breathed on the 
Jansenists, though they themselves were unconscious of 
the magic that inspired them to risk all to claim the 
right of independent thought. Mazarin was not so much 
deceived as he is sometimes represented to have been, 
when he iM;tributed to them a share in the guilt of the 
riots of the Fronde. That spirit had been nurtured at 
Pott Royal; but, when Port Royal vaniahed, it was 
difiiified throughout the people. Quesnel and Habert 
were its interpreters, and it would have been as judicious 
of the King to applaud the proceedings of d'Enghien or 
de Conti, as it was for de Noulles, cardinal and arch- 
bishop, to stamp the works of Quesnel with the seal of 
his aj^rovaL Nevertheless, disastrous as his honesty 

■ Oorrt^omkmM i* Ftndcti, vol. lil. 349- 
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-might be to himself and to all ooacemed with him, he 
was honest in intention. He had not connected Quesnel 
frith Jansenifim, and when that connection was suggested 
to him it was done in such a way that his resentment 
blinded him. Inherent obstinacy strei^^thened resent- 
ment, and he believed that his recklessness proved his 
self-devotion, and was demanded of him by his conscience. 
" His Majesty will no doubt be displeased ; but in order 
to gratify my sovereign I have Qo right to offend God." ' 
Such was his attitude towards all reasoning and rebuke, 
displaying a self-righteousness which was gaUing even to 
his Mends, but especially offensive to a king who pro- 
fessed that his highest gratification was to serve and 
protect the Church. 

And having plunged the Church into a conflict, beside 
which the Quietism difficulty must have seemed little 
more than a friendly argument, when a little prudence 
and generosity might have saved her, de Noailles ffuled 
«ven to save his dignity. Like F^nelon, he vowed that 
he would abide by the decision of the Church, even while 
he was supporting his original opinion; but before the 
decision came he had admitted his mistake, and yet could 
not accept the papal Bull without hilling and question- 
ing, which was as destructive to his own authority as to 
that of the Pope. In his various attitudes he occujned 
the attention of the Church for five years, and when self- 
reproach at length overwhelmed him, the aspect of affurg 
in his native ooimtry had altered signally. The King and 
three generations of those who should have succeeded to 
his crown were dead. Nothing which wise men had pre- 

' To Ume. de MaintenoD, Avg. ao, 171 1. 
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dieted for the future had oome to pass. F^elon, whom 
maay bad regarded aa a dangerous influence looming 
before them, had ceased to be a aouroe alike of conso- 
lation or of danger. The little society at Cambrai vas 
scattered, and the two great nobles vho had ever re- 
muned its faithful friends were only memories at the 
Court which they bad graced. Yet to F^aelon, though 
be did not live to see the end, the .matter had been vital 
He bad never perhaps felt his exile and disgrace so 
keenly. His talents fitted him for the field of contro- 
versy, and in this instance bis feelii^ were so deeply 
stirred that he was e^er to bear bis part; but the 
King's animosity was unchanging, and the service that 
such support might render to the Churoh had no weight 
^^unst it. 

Nevertheless, though be could not represent the side 
of ortbodory and obedience, Ftoelon continued to do 
loyal service. His enemies were ready to declare that 
he attempted to trade upon the mistakes of hie former 
friends for his own advancement, and for the joy of 
triumph, but facts to some d^ee exonerate him. Ever 
since be had attained co calm and exile, at one and the 
s^e time, he had been indefatigable in oppoEdtion to 
everything savouring of Jansenism. " This contest is 
concerned not only with the condemned doctrine of 
Jansenius' book : it concerns a dogma which in practice 
saps the foundation of all authority in the Churoh, and 
leaves no true resource against any heresies which may 
arise to the end of time." ^ Such had been bis verdict at 

' Preface to the liutmetion PMIaraU against "Ca*_dt CiMKiente" 
{O'utra de FtiUUm, Tol. via). 
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the time of the " Cat de Contcunce," and to the end of his 
life he maintained it in reUtion to the repeated ohallengen 
of the Janfienists, declared or veiled. For him it waa no 
party cry ; his private letters breathe the same spirit of 
indignation as the suooessive mandemmta he launched 
upon his diooese, and it survived even when the death of 
the Dauphin had detached his hold on other human 
interests. Then, indeed, be added to his old ardour the 
belief that it iras his duty to defend the prince's memory 
from what he esteemed a very awfiil accusation. De 
Noailles, or more probably his supporters, had taken 
advantage of the prince's effort at diplomacy to charge 
him with a leaning to their party, declaring that he had 
embodied it in a Metiwire, written hut not published. 
The King was known to have destroyed many of his 
grandson's papers, and it was likely that this would have 
been among them ; but in this case fortune &voured the 
Jesuits. The lf'"g, hearing the insinuation, caused the 
real Mtmoire to be printed, and confuted all the asswtions 
of the offenders. At the same time he gave permisraon 
to the bishops to go to Rome and lay their difficulties and 
defence before the Pope, for it was evident that the time 
was past for any settlement by mutual agreement. 

The first instinct of the bishops was to appeal to 
F^nelon for advice. He was broken in health and 
spirits by the national misfortune, which had had such 
overwhelming individual bitterness for him, but he threw 
off private cares that he might put himself in their plaoe 
and help them to the best of his ability. All his letters 
to them are temperate, yet they are comprehensive ; it 
was pliun that he had reviewed the situaUon oarefiiUy, 
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and he advised them to avail themselves of the King's 
permission. It iras a favour which he had coveted most 
ardently when his own oause was fought, and the fact 
of its denial had agnified that the King's interest was 
i^^unst him ; he oould deduce the contrary, therefore, in 
the present case, and confidently do all in his power to 
calm the misgivings of the bishops. 

He was not deceived. The tide of Court favour had 
gradually set gainst the Cardinal, and his own unreason- 
able conduct was responsible ; he had been secure of his 
portion for so loi^ that he thought its foundations were 
immovable, but intrigue and uncompromising bigotry 
were sweepii^ them away. The King had strong personal 
liking and respect for him, or his favour would not have 
survived the repeated reflections on his orthodoxy for so 
long ; F^elon, under the same circumstances, must have 
fallen ten years earlier, and it is curious to note how even 
the King's intolerance was governed by his caprices. 
The Chancellor d'Aguesseau, who watohed the afiairs of 
Church and State with discriminating attention, gives a 
strange instance of the indulgence given to de Noulles 
on an earlier occasion : " The Cardinal had made a list 
of bishops for a oommission on the fiull, which included 
two \mder suspicion — de Boueo and de Uontpellier. He 
(the Kii^) observed : ' How, Monsieur, you place the 
Archbishop of Rouen at the head of the commission, 
and the Bishop of Montpdlier is one of the committee I 
Here is a commission that will not alarm the Jansenists 
very much I ' The Cardinal was about to reply with some 
observation touching the Bishop of HontpeUier, when the 
King continued, ' If I was speaking to any one but you, I 



id By Google 



204 FtNELON 

should formally forbid him to put such a person on suah a 
commission, but I am oonvinoed that it is enough for 70a to 
knOT that it would not please me, to think no more of itt'"^ 

Such rashness would have been enough to ruin even 
Bossuet, and the man who could indulge it with im- 
punity was perhaps justified in thinkii^ himself exempt 
from any danger. He had no lack of warning, but his 
original triumph in the discovery of the Jesuit inlr^e 
had seemed to him conclusive, it had saved him at a 
perilous moment, and he was tempted to think it a direct 
interposition of Providence in his favour. In the event 
it proved the saving of the Jesuits, for it robbed him 
of every vestige of common sense remuning to him. 
Mme. de Maintenon did not turn on him as she had 
done on F^nelon, or desert him as she had deserted 
Kacine in the hour of danger ; but fidelity vas not her 
foremost characteristic, and, in the end, she lost patience 
with him. Her letters prove how deeply she was inte- 
rested in his concerns, and her readiness to help him 
when occasion served ; such a one as the following shows 
her, perhaps, at her best, as a woman of rare good sense, 
far-seeing and observant. It was written to M. le Duo de 
NoaiUes, who was enabled to retain her r^;ard unshaken 
till her death. 

"Baint-Ctb, Novmihtr 15, 1712. 

" Cannot you make another attempt, my dear duke, to 
prevail on M. le Cardinal to receive the advances of the 
Jesuits ? Can he honestly imagine that the world will 
wonder at his having this indu^;ence for the Kii^ ? ' He 
follows his conscience ! ' says he. This is revei^ rather 

■ Mttnoiru HittoripM tar It* Affniru de VBglitt de Frcmet, i697-t7ia 
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than punishmeat. But, if it be the latter, the length of 
the ptuuBhment might, it seems to me, be sacrificed to 
his master, his patron, and a jvince who alone supports 
religioQ. Let us be candid. Monsieur: ve shall see a 
great explosion if ve do not see a truce. I know the 
King. Time iuci:ea8es his anget. I have told jou bo 
many times. The King detests these quarrels ; he desires 
the end of this one eagerly. It rests only with your 
uncle to end it to his own advantage. He will have shown 
the Jesuits the harm that he could do them, and the 
King what he was prepared to sacrifice to him. 

" I cannot make up my mind to seeii^ the name of 
de Noailles on the ere of di^ace." 

She herself was not accused of Jansenist tendencies, 
and her conscience did not reproach her as it had done 
on the score of Quietism ; she was, therefore, able to hear 
bodt aides impartially, and admitted many among the 
number of her correspondents whom the King would not 
have admitted to Marly. But she grew weary of it ; she 
was loyal to Rome as befitted the oonsort of Louis XIY., 
and when the Pope had decided a matter, she considered 
that it admitted of no further question ; moreover, she 
had a habit of r^arding the theolc^oal difficulties of her 
friends as personal grievanoes to herself and the captious 
tone which she had used regarding F^elon crept at 
length into her comments on de NouUes. Once more 
she wrote to his Iringman. 

" Avgtitt 4, 1714. 
" All the negotiations have fallen through : it is time, 
my dear duke, that you should let the King know how 
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much you disapprove tlie conduct of M. le Cardinal de 
Koailles. Otherwise you may find yourself involved in 
his disgrace. ... If M. voire (mde continues to prefer the 
interests of F^re Quesael to those of his family, it is not 
right that I should be sacrificed for him, or that he should 
dr^ you into his downfall." 

It was time, indeed, that the Cimlinal should make 
submission. His case was not so hard as F^elon's, he 
did not need to proscribe the book which was the out- 
come of his deepest meditations, of his most spiritual 
thought ; he was only required to withdraw his approval 
of the writings of another man, a proceeding which he 
had not found difficult in the case of the Mammes. 
The Bull Vnigenitua condemning the propositions of 
Quesnel was given by the Pope in 1 7 1 3 ; it was the 
second levelled at P^e Quesnel, for the Jesuits had ob- 
tiuned his condemnation in i^oS, but this had been 
evaded as infringing the privileges of the Gallioan Church. 
King and Pope were now in accord, however, and the 
Eiag, instead of waiting for a full convocation, in his 
impatience to be done with the business summoned 
forty-nine bishops, who happened to be able to obey at 
once, to meet at the Archiepiscopal Palace to choose a 
«ommission atnoi^ themselves to study the Bull and 
agree on the best means to further its acceptance. At 
the b^;inning of the following year the deliberations of the 
commission were concluded, and they were agreed that the 
occasion demanded complete submission to the Holy See, 
and acceptance without reservations of the Bull Unigmitut. 

The question presented to de Noailles could no 
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longer bo evaded ; the deoifuon of the Pope pronounced 
his judgment to have been an error, and, as a cardinal 
of the Boman Church, he was bound to acknowledge 
Papal authority ; nevertheleaa, by so doing he would have 
been denying his convictioDB, and professing a belief 
vbich he did not hold. To Protestant minds such a 
condition seems an almost necessary part of the Roman 
oreed, but to all ^ike the course chosen by de Noiulles 
was indisputably wrong. He would not confess that his 
independent judgment unfitted him to hold h^h office in 
the Church, neither did he submit as F^nelon, believing 
disloyalty the greater evil, had done in similar straits, 
but he temporised, urging objections in detail, and gradu- 
ally winning others to join him in his opposition. By 
«o doing he was causii^ a diviraon in the Church of 
France which undermined her strength until she had 
no power to resist the assaults of those who were the 
enemies of law and order, and was engulfed in the ruin 
of the monarchy. Beside the immensity of this result, 
the misfortunes which he brought upon himself and the 
weakness of the expedients to whioh he resorted have 
«mall significance. F^nelon, to whom the interest of 
Church and State were, undoubtedly, of more importance 
than any personal sentiment, was in despair. Being 
denied active participation in the stru^Ie, he was the 
better able to observe it, and he did not scruple to give 
words to his conclusions. 

" The King, pious, and zealous for the truth, silences 
truth itself for love of peace."' Such was his verdict on 
the favour shown the Cardinal, in a letter which he hoped 

■ To Le TelUer, (hrrttpondantt de F*adon, ii. 397. 
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that tho King might read. He realised none the less 
how muoh the unpopularity of the Jesuits had to answer 
for, even if he did not aoknowledge that they had abused 
the enormous power they had won. It is strange to find 
one who was the friend of Le Tellier, and had onoe relied 
on the proteotioa of Cardinal de Bouillon, displaying 
such insight towards the popular mind, as is conveyed 
by the following: "So far does passion go, that hatred 
of the Jesuits becomes a decisiTe reason for loving the 
Jansenists in spite of the thunders of the Church. If 
the Jesuits became Jansenists, their perversion would 
convert numbers of their enemies. The party cry is: 
that the Church is no loi^r to be listened to, because 
it is directed by the Jesuits instead of the Holy Spirit" ' 
It cannot be doubted that F^elon was stating the 
exact truth of the situation, seeing it with the oleamess of 
view impossible to those directly involved. The anti- 
Jesuit party was as strong at Court as among the oom- 
moDslty, and the triumphs of Le Tellier seemed only to 
lend new zest to the eagerness with which he was op- 
posed. No wonder that lovii^ and loyal sons of the 
Church regarded her position with dismay, hardly daring 
to look onwards to the promise of the coming years. 
Ftoelon was failli^ in health, and weary with many 
sorrows, yet the crisis inspired bis pen anew, and was 
the occasion of a production which was the last and the 
most felicitous of all his controversial writings. In the 
days of Quietism Bossuet bore away the palm of popu- 
larity by his scurrilous M«laiion ; in the present case 
F^eton won a like honour by fair means. To all but a 

■ Preface to Inttrvetion PastoraU, 1714, (Euvnt d« FtnAm, xr. 
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very few the interest of the strife betwixt Jesuits and 
Jansenists is long unoe dead, and the voluminous com- 
positions on the subject unworthy of attention. Never- 
theless the Ingtraelion FattonUe on the Bull Umgmitvs,^ 
composed b; F^nelon, may still be read with pleasure by 
many who have no concern with theological intricacies ; 
the lightness of touch, which was the charm of bis earlier 
writings, is here combined with the vigour with which 
his subject had inspired him. The volume is a master- 
piece, and, appearing aa it did so soon before his death, 
its celebrity was enhanced by regret at the loss of so 
great a power for good. 

Ten years earlier, in a published letter to a bishop 
concerning the Cos de Conscience^ before mentioned and 
the papal decree thereon, he had evolved a method of 
expression which arrested popular attention: it was the 
method of dialogue, conveying the specious arguments 
urged by the offending party and the convincing manner 
of confuting them. In his last Instruction, which was ' 
to arm his flock i^jfunst the seductions of the newest 
heresy, he adopted this form once more ; the exhaustive 
diseusfflon which fills the volume taking place between 
the writer and two im^inary characters, Fremont, a 
Jansenist, and Ferault, whom he represented as having 
been convinced of the errors of Jansenius six months 
earlier. Such is the dramatic power that characterises 
the work that it is difScult to remember that the con- 
fusion of Fremont is a foregone conclusion, and, as repre- 
senting the weaker side, the reader is apt to wish that 
he may triumph. In the end his arguments fail him, 

> O'mTM d» Ptndon, x». * Ibid. lill. 
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and he retires abruptly from the scene, havii^ displayed 
a tenacity in face of apparently incontroTertibte reagomo^ 
worthy of Cardinal de Noailles hima^. 

The novelty of this treatment of a subject, -which was 
neoessarily somewhat repellant to the lay mind, gave the 
work great notoriety and consequent possibilities of far- 
reaching influence. It was issued before the death of 
F^nelon, and he was overwhelmed with testimonies o( 
admiration from all quarters ; it was a gleam of sunshine 
on his closing days. But the Etorm that was gathering on 
the Church of France made him incapable of rejoicing in 
any personal success, and those who mourned him most 
deeply must have found comfort in the thought of the 
pun he had escaped. In a letter to Le TeUier a month 
or two before his death, he disclaims any personal resent- 
ment against the Cardinal. " God is my witness that my 
heart is in no wise changed towards him ; that I respect 
him in all good faith." He recognised the sincerity of 
that ol^m of conscience with which de Noailles justifies 
himself, to himself at any rate, but their view of loyalty 
differed widely. " We are but the ministers of Christ," 
wrote F^elon, " to prefer God to ourselves, the Catholic 
faith to our pledges, and the decision of the Church to 
all our prejudicea Out glory is to be free of these, and 
yield with humility what the Church requires of us." ' 

That is the creed of a consistent member of the 
Roman Church ; in departing from it the Cardinal was 
joining the enemies of Rome. In practice he was a rebel, 
but he missed all that can give rebellion dignity ; he was 
reckless, but his recklessness came at the wrong moment, 
* Otrrttpondanee dt Ptndvn, ir. 389, lixj 1714. 
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and was oot glorified with the spirit of self-devotioQ. His 
ineptitude as the leader of a party is without parallel, 
yet the most determined and convinced reformer could 
not have hrought greater confusion on the Church. It 
is difBcult to conceive the motive for his perpetual in- 
consistencies : he pledged himself to support Quesnel, and 
if he had been futhful in defiance of the thunders of the 
Church, his courage would Jm worthy of admiration ; but 
in the maTidemeni which challenged the papal decision 
he condemned the book of lUfiexums Moraies, for which 
he had fought so long, as comprehensively as the Pope 
himself. 

He maintained his opposition to Rome while the King 
Uved, though his depodtion and the irrevocable di^ace 
of himself and his adherents seemed imminent. When 
the Bking died a swing of the pendulum restored him to 
more than all his former dignities. But he was only 
dangerous in opposition ; without the spur of real or 
fancied persecution his militant spirit subsided into 
inertion, and, before his death, having brought such dis- 
cord on the Gallican Church that she was never destined 
to find peace agun, he became as submissive to the 
authority of Rome as F^nelon himself. A hackneyed 
phrase describes Charles I. as a good man but a bad 
king ; even so may It he said of de Noailles that he was 
a good man but a bad archbishop. But as the one has 
been shown to be a contradiction in terms so must also 
be the other. He was as false to himself as to others, 
and treason is no less dangerous because the triutor is 
-well-intentioned. 
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PART II 

FfiNELON IN EXILE 
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CHAPTER I 

THB FAMILIAR FBIENDS OF VtSEUOV 

It is undeniable that controveray ol&imed a share of 
F^oebn's energy and thought which could have been 
better employed in other direotions. That controversy 
vas the spirit of the times makes it no less deplorable ; 
but a portrait is not a true one if the blemishes are 
painted out, imd if F^nelon seem less worthy because his 
life bears the impress of the influences that touched it, 
it has been necessary, nevertheless, to show him as he 
is portrayed by his contemporaries. Warfare between 
nations can be represented to have advantages in in- 
spring the spirit of setf-sacrifioe and gallantry, but it 
would need a skilful advocate to depict the benefit 
resulting from conflict in the Church. As in the 
Quietism trial, so in the charge against the Jansenists, 
the best protectors of the Church appeared to be the 
men who oould hit Uie hardest, and Uiose who should 
have been an example became a laughing-stock. 

No more melancholy spectacle could be displayed to ' 
lovers of their country and their Church. The short- 
sightedness which permitted such lowering of their 
d^;nity is a curious study for future generations, and 
the most absolute lawlessness was the final result evoked 
by the clash of Im^uiry and Authority. There were many 
who watched with et^r interest and were not slow to 
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record their obBerr&tions, for the nineteenth century 
itself is less proUfic in retninisoences than the seven- 
teenth; but one who bad every opportunity of judging 
has so laid bare the root of the evil of religious con- 
troversy, as it -wae waged within the Bookan Church, that 
nothii^ remains to be added to his conclusions. The 
Chancellor d'Aguesseau was given exceptional chances of 
insight by his office and by the royal confidence ; he was 
gifted by nature with the qualities which enabled him to 
profit He was shrewd and &E-seeing, one who could 
scrutinise intently, even laboriously, realising that, as the 
movement of the straws tells the direction of the wind, so 
the most trifling incidents predict the iasue of a oima. 
Having observed and reflected, d'Aguesseau was competent 
to summariae the result with fiumess, aldiough from the 
point of view of a loyal supporter of the Church ; and it 
will be seen that, had the ecclesiastical authorities agreed 
with him and quashed the war of pamphlets, the religious 
atmosphere would have been far less exciUng, half the 
works of the prominent theologians renuuned unwritten, 
and some of the writers, posmbly to the benefit of man- 
kind, have never emerged from ohsourity, " When a 
question is still undecided by the Church there can be 
nothing more dangerous, especially when passions have 
become heated on the subject of the question, than to 
permit it to be supported and attacked ; the danger is 
equal on eiUier side. Because, as the Church has not 
defined the pretnse limits of such a doctrine, and as there 
is hardly any truth which is regarded from the same 
point of view by differing understandings, each mixes up 
his own prejudices, predilections, and interests, so that it 
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often happens that, oo one side, one vho supports pennits 
too laxge a limit; And on the other, he who attacks 
it wishes to confine it within too narrow bounds ; and, 
beoause there is not yet any authority to arrest and 
unite such temperaments, each one makes up a system 
according to his own &noy, and, charging every opinion 
that differs from his as heresy, disturbs the peace of tihe 
Church in attemptii^ to forestall deoisionB wliioh he 
ought to await respectfully.'" 

Those who were most eager for the fray were quite 
ready to adopt this view as applied to others : " What ' 
becomes of the great diooeae for which you are respon- 
sible," wrote de Notulles to Finelon, when the itaaiimea 
were the question of ibe day ; " it is doubtless requiring 
all your efforts while you give all your labour to the 
defence of your book," ■ The question from an im- 
partial spectator would have been a just one, from the 
Archbishop of Paris, the future champion of Quesnel 
and Habert, it was merely an impertinence ; yet, had he 
deigned to answer, F^nelon m^ht have proved that if 
his thoughts were at Rome, if his heart and soul were 
filled with the desire that those beliefs, which wete his 
dearest support and consolation, might not be pro- 
nounoed to be inimical to the orthodox faith, yet he was 
none the less at the servioe of his flock. 

There was a dual, nay, a triple self, in Fdndon : it 
is a phenomenon common enoi^b in human nature, and 
it is perhaps responsible for the absolutely contradictory 
testimonies of historians in all ages. It has been a 

' Hdnuira mr kt Dirputti de TKMogie : (Euvrtt d^Agutttma, voL tUL 
' (Euvra dt Findait, toI. v1. 
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ooiutant. endeaToor of the student to oUtafy uxd label 
eMh actor in the drama of the world's history as belong- 
ing to a particular type ; the patriot and the self-seeker, 
the ohampion of truth and the intriguer, the hero and 
the ooward, each has his separate pigeon-hole, and soma, 
in the straoge jumble of individual opinion, may find 
themselves in curious company. Yet. in truth, this 
human nature, even as it is shown to us, darkly and 
incompletely, through the veil of chronicle and tradition, 
cannot be so classiEed. These men of mark were men 
of a thousand varying moods, many of them, doubtless, 
with a fixed aim to aerre as the loadstar of their life, 
but depend^t, nevertheless, on chances of environment 
and influence ; aiming high at ope moment, falling un- 
aooountably the next — men many-aded, with interests 
and motives of which the world knows nothing, and, 
because they were men and like to ourselves in all things 
but for that touch of genius that gives them immortality, 
not to be ticketed as pure and noble, or corrupt and 
vile, but as complex and mysterious beings in the best 
of whom evil was sometimes dominant, while in the 
worst it is likely there were finer traits than those which 
are recorded. 

It would be &lse to say that Ftoelon's character 
remained unaffected by the evil passions at work within 
the Chiuvh; the spirit of resentmoit took hold upon 
him in spite of all his protestations to the contrary, and 
he showed no eagerness to shelter others in storms such 
as had broken over him. But, if he was bitter towards 
those who injured him, he did not let the downfall of 
his hopes warp his general outlook upon life, or harden 
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Iiim in relation viih hia feUow-men; neither did he 
seek the oonsolation of the student, to the exdiudon of 
the world that prored itwlf unworthy of him, as many 
aa eunest thinker has done before and sinca It was 
not, indeed, till the door of further advancement w«a 
olosed that he gave proof of the purity and singleness 
of purpose that distinguished him, and threw himself 
into duties, whi<^ he believed he held in trust for an 
Authority higher than the Pope, with an ene^;y that 
must have been astounding to a people aooustomed to 
the slackness and indifference of his predecessors. And, 
having followed him through those passages of ooatro- 
veray bo important to his career and to his character, 
which show him with the shadow of inoonsistenoy that 
the Church had f<»oed on him, and that other shadow, 
darker and yet lees defined, of rankling ill-will, we find 
that there is another a^ct of him — the F^nelon who 
won and kept hia hold on the hearts of all his stolid 
Flemish flock, who made his little court at Cambrai a 
centre of pure thought and genial wit, who, amid his 
manifold duties and employments, had always sympathy 
and counsel to give ungrud^ngly to all who claimed it. 

He had been appointed to his diocese in 1695. It 
was a great appointment, for Cambrai, though distant, lay 
on the important Flemish frontier to which so many 
thoughts were necessarily directed, and the Archbishop 
held ducal rank, and nominally immense revenues ; it 
waa no wonder that the young Abb^ was cooadered a 
favourite of fortune, and this promotion only a stepping- 
stone to still greater honours. He made his first visit 
to Cambru in a sprit of humorous ouriomty; but, even 
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while he smiled, he had only friendly critjtnsms to make 
on a people whose mumers and opinioiiB had nothing 
in common with thoee to which he was accustomed. 
"When I arrive at a convent the Superior comes to 
receive me in the road," he wrote to Mme. de Maintenon 
on his first arrival ; " all strangers are received in the 
outer parlours without grille or fence. When I arrive 
I am led to the church, the choir, cloister, the sleeping- 
room, and finally to the refectory with my whole patty. 
The Superior then presents me with a glass, and we 
drink together, she and I, to eatdi other's health. The 
community also attack me, but my grand-vicare and 
clergy come to the rescue. All of which is done with 
a simplicity which would delight you. . . . Piety is no 
more refined than anything else ; virtue is as homely 
as outward appearance ; but the foundation is excellent. 
The general Flemish mediocrity results in less good and 
less evil than we have in Franoe, neither virtue or vice 
go so far, but the average of men and women belonging 
to communities is higher and more innooent" ' 

There is the ring of laughter in the description; 
how could it be otherwise when he pOTtrays himself 
the courtly and fastidious abb^ of Versailles, hobnobbing 
with the stout Flemish abbess in her own refectory! 
But it is kindly laughter. He did not reidise then that 
this general Flemish mediocrity was to be the settii^ of 
his future life ; such a prospect would have seemed to 
portend the waste of the capacity which Qod bad lavished 
on bim. But when it was oertun that his lot was 
irrevocably oast among them, they became Jbis children, 

' Oarrapontlanee de Findo*, toL tU. 91, SepMnibei 1695. 



id By Google 



FAMILIAR FRIENDS OF FENELON 221 

he set himself to understand them, to humour their 
weaknesses and cherish their virtues, resolutely suppress- 
ing every tendency to compare them with their fellow- 
subjects in Paris and the south. The rich treasures of 
his intellect would have been wasted on them. He may 
have been capable of swaying a crowded congregation in 
a Parisian ohurch as Bossuet had done, of causing his 
nune to ring through the city on occasions of national 
sorrow or rejoicing like his great opponent; but such 
opportunities were denied to him. Instead he spoke to 
the Flemish throng at Cambrai or at Lille out of the 
fulness of his heart; needing no notes or preparation, 
but yet sending his words home to their dull brains by 
force of his own strong conviction, drawing them to him 
because he — scholar and courtier though he was — had 
remembered that the greatest lessons are the simplest, 
that the greatest Teacher had Himself chosen the humble 
and the ignorant to follow Him. 

Therefore, if we too turn &om the Court and contem- 
plate those quiet years at Cambrai, the Kill's displeasure 
and the papal condemnation no longer bear with them 
the shadow of di^ace, and the word bilure caimot 
be admitted to the record of his history. He was arch< 
bishop, and by birth of the nobility of France. It was 
a time when great ecclesiastics claimed their pomp of 
o£Sce to the full ; but F^nelon, while be ruled at Cambrai 
and welcomed all who came with generous hospitahty, 
lived like an anchorite and laboured like a conscientious 
village priest. It was not enough that his people should 
know him in the cathedral pulpit or in his official 
journeys about the diocese ; in that same literal imitation 
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of his Huter Thioh vras the clue to so muxy of his 
actions, he went himself amoi^ the peasants, speaking to 
them in the fields, relieving their needs, and aooopting 
their hospitality if they were eager to welcome him at 
their own tables. Ko office of a priest was too humble 
for him ; the tick within reach of the palaee at Cambrai 
might claim his ministrations, and it was rarely that he 
deputed any of his household to fill his place in watching 
by the dyii^. There were many testimonies to sueh 
things as these ; the Fdnelon of Versailles and Germigny 
may wear a different aspect to differing critics, but the 
F^nelon known to the people of Cambrai had but one 
&ce — a Meodly, gentle face, in which they m^ht read 
never-ending sympathy, and look for smiles that were as 
sad as they were humorous. Nor was he content with 
personal service ; the importance which he gave to the 
ecclesiastical seminary of his diocese shows the wideness 
of his views of his duty to the Church, devoting to it 
labour of which he could hardly hope to see the fruit, 
and from which he would reap no benefit. 

The journals of the day are full of minute descrip- 
tions. It was an age that loved detail, and F^nelon's 
visitors did not spare him. Perhaps the most illumi- 
J^tj^g glimpse of him is that given by Ledieu, in whose 
Memoira may sometimes be found a foretaste of the 
modem interview. He came to Cambr^ on the strength 
of a vague invitation from the Archlnshop, and armed 
with a letter from Mme. de Maisonfort to secure his 
welcome. He came, moreover, fall of curiosity, eager to 
criticise, and, as the most devoted of Bossuet's disciples, 
disposed to condemn all that he saw and heard. He was 
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possessed of an immense faculty of observation, and he 
employed it to the fiill, for, in the one night he remuned 
as F^elon's guest, he acquired an amount of information 
respecting the conduct of the afchiepiscopal household 
which is most valuable as a groundwork for realisation of 
the life of F^elon and his associates. He arrived at the 
town of Cambrai during F^nelon's absence on an official 
circuit, and was present at the palace on the f(^wing 
day when he returned thither. 

F4nelon had &ithful friends who shared his exile ; some 
<^ these were gathered on the steps to receive him. De 
Beaumont had been with him on his joumey, and de Lan- 
geron seems to have been absent ; but de Chanterao was 
there, and the Abb^ de Laval, and de I'i^loboUe, and Le- 
fevre, guests who had come from Paris, and the two lads 
— the Marquis and the Abb^ de F^elon — who were being 
educated under their imole's supervision. Ledieu had 
eyes for all ; but his thoughts centred on the tall, spare 
^ure of the Archbishop in his purple robes, the sim- 
plicity of which arrested lus attention, and he hastened 
to make known the excuse for his intrusitm. Nothing 
could have obliterated the claim of Mme, de Uaisonfort 
on F^nelon, and Ledieu was, in fact, the bearer of a 
celebrated letter, descriptive of the last days of Bossuet. 
F^elon received him graciously; he omitted nothing 
which the most scrupulous courtesy demanded. Never- 
theless, the ii^enuous chronicler conveys the fact, of 
which he himself was probably unconscious, that he was 
not a welcome visitor, and that his presence imposed a 
constraint upon his entertainers. If it be remembered 
that he was the confidential secretary of Bossuet through 
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the years irhen he had worked so hard to ruin F^elon, 
it is not remarkable that Ledieu was regarded somewhat 
dubiously. His chief motive in coming was the harmless 
one of curiosity, and, as his patron was dead, he was not 
likely to possess the power to iigure the Archbishop or 
those connected with him if he had so dedred. Never- 
theless, it is not a serious imputation on F^nelon's 
character for candour and simplicity that he should have 
re&uned from reference to his dead opponent, or to their 
cause of conflict, during the brief period of association 
with his guest. Ledieu was on the watch for any ex- 
presuon of opinion, personal or abstract, and the one 
question which F^nelon permitted himself regarding 
Bossuet — a natural desire to know who had consoled 
the last hours of the great divine — was tortured into an 
insinuation that a heavy load must have lain upon his 



That is the only accusation the guest was enabled to 
bring agunst his entertainer ; he dined at his table and 
was assi^ed the place of honour, being impressed by the 
excellence of the fare set before him, which, as he did 
not fidl to notice, was seldom tasted by his host. F^elon 
had no liking for luxury, but he loved hospitality, and 
had no desire that those whom he welcomed to his table 
should copy him in abstinence. Not only his intimate 
friends but his secretaries and almoners sat down with 
him, and converBati<m, in which he joined, was general — 
his youi^ nephews were required to be sUent, but, with 
that exception, all were encouraged to talk as on an 
equal footing. In this be departed frxtm the custom of 
the day ; the archiepscopal d^ity was cherished as that 
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of royalty, and the Arohbishops of Paria and of Bheims 
would lisTe thought that they debased it if they associated 
with the mmple priests of their household. Suoh aim- 
plicity was oharaotwistio of Ftoelon, but his enetnies 
deB^^nated it as pandering to popularity, an accusation 
from which no man who seeks the happiness of his 
fellows can be safe. 

As I«dieu was beneath his roof, he provided him with 
the pastime he most desired by giving him free licence 
to poke and pry about the premises at will He himself 
had afiairs to arrange, and the various ofiScials of the 
household were not at liberty, but Bossuet's secretary 
was fiilly competent to pursue ihe exhaustive researches 
that he loved, unaided ; and, when hia investigations were 
over and the state and dignities of the Arohloshop of 
Cambrai revealed to him, it is probable that his respect 
for F^nelon was mightily increased. From watching 
him at dinner he observed that his defeat rankled per- 
petually, that he never rose above his mortification ; but 
it is extremely unlikely that F^nelon gave him any 
ground for such a statement ; it was rather a tribute to a 
preconceived idea si^gested by the talk of Bossuet, who 
loved to picture his fallen rival eating out his heart in 
despair and solitude, and Ledieu was obliged to banish 
that image before he quitted Camhral The very &ct 
that F^nelon never asserted his own dignity seems to 
have increased the reverence with which he was r^arded. 
He might easily have made their difiiarence of condition 
a plea for avoiding private conversation with his visitor, 
who was rather in the position of an envoy from a hostile 
camp. Instead, he invited him to talk freely to him. 
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padug the length of his suite of private apartmeats as 
they did sa " AbIc me what questions you will," he said. 
" and X will answer you as simply as a child might do." * 

This was to give Ledieu a rare chance in the matter 
of Quietism, as he was not slow to recc^nise, but he 
refrained from taking advantage of it, talking instead of 
the Cos de C&ntcimee, which was then the general topic 
on men's lips. He was, In fact, overawed by all he 
saw and heard ; the F^nelon who governed this great 
diooesa with the wisdom and authority of one bom to 
rule, and bore himself with irreproachable gentleness 
and self-restraint at home, was, evidently, a very dif- 
ferent person from the exile whose name had be«o 
the constant theme for sneers and iimuendo in the Uttle 
society at Maauz. 

Treated with the most ponctihous courtesy to the 
moment of departure, Ledieu took his leave and went 
his way, a wiser man than when he came, yet not un- 
mindful that, from first to last — notwithstanding that 
posthumous ealogy was a compliment seldom withheld 
— F^nelon had never spoken the smallost word in praise 
of M. de Meauz. Ledieu went back to Mme. de Maisonfort 
with a letter of friendly coimsel and advioe from F^nelon 
(for, though she was nominally reconciled to his enemies, 
the links of sympa^y between them had beeo too real 
to be shattered by any outward influence), and the circle 
at Cambrai may have fot^otten his intruuon before 
many days were passed, obUvious that the Uttle secretary 
had noted and chronicled them all for the benefit of 
future generations. 
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But even he, despite hia indeGEitigaUe ardour of 
obserratioD, could not knov the real atmosphere o£ love 
and friendship that surrounded F^elon ; it would have 
needed years of intercourse to tmderstand that to the 
full, and even then only the actors in that quiet drama 
of &ithful serrioe and endurance touched the true power 
of it The mind of the convinced Roman Catholic would 
be a curious study if it were possible to penetrate its 
depths: the priests assembled at Cambrai were loyal to 
the Church or they would not have been welcome there, 
and nothing now remains to show how they oonbived to 
reconcile that loyalty with the Church's condemnation 
on one whom they reverenced as they did F^elon. 
For their case was a harder one than his ; a man may 
condemn himself, may yield up his own judgment, and 
yet feel the grotmd beneath his feet as firm as hereto- 
fore, but to maintain complete reverenoe for another, 
not only as a man, but as a priest, after the thunders of 
the Church had been launched against his most deUbe* 
rate teaching, demands a faculty for reconoilii^ incon- 
fflsteneies rarely possessed by individuals. After the 
great decision F^elon's position was not altered among 
his fiends, and it is hardly an exaggeration to say that 
they held him aaored, although duty demanded that 
they should subscribe to the papal sraitenoe. Perhaps 
in this lies the h^hest tribute ever paid to him, dis- 
tinguishing the man he was by faith and character from 
the ardent and bitter controversialist whom many judged 
by Bossuet's slanders and his own defence. 

There are three figures set apart especially as the 
friends of F^elon, set apart in every sense, for by their 
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loyalty to him they forfeited all chance of royal &TOur, 
and shared not only his exile but hie disgrace. Of these, 
one has become familiar by his position as his patron's 
representative at Bome. De Chanterao had proved his 
devotion by effectual service, but he was not the most 
cherished of the three. The Abb^ de Beaumont, allied by 
blood as veil as friendship, should perhaps stand first; 
but de Langeron had a hold on F^nelon of a kind to 
frhioh the others never oould aspire, and each in their 
several ways had his individual place, and their sympathy 
tai^ht them a Mendship that was superior to squabbles 
for precedence. 

PantaleoD de Beaumont was the son of F^elon's 
step-sister, Marie, and was nine years younger thao 
his uncle; as their mutual affection was as close as 
their relationship, it seemed at the outset that de Beau- 
mont's path to preferment would be direct and easy, 
smoothed by lus favoured kinsman. He was appointed 
as a sub-tutor to the Duke of Burgundy in 1689, and 
would undoubtedly have risen in the train of Ftodon, 
for he was a cultivated man, who m^ht possibly have 
had a chum of his own upon distinction. In the summer 
of 1698 he was banished from Versailles by the Eisg, 
not for any individual act or expression of opinion, but 
because of his connection with F^elon, a specimen of 
those arbitrary acts of tyranny which are difficult to 
realise in an enlightened age. 

The sentenoe secured a most able colleague and 
assistant to the Archbishop of Cambrai ; de Beaumont, 
or F&nta, as he is called in their intimate corre- 
spondence, managed his kinsman's private business for 
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him. He was treated almost as a sou in spite of the 
slight difFereuce in their ^es, and was often sent as 
his representative -when affairs at a distance required 
personal intervention. " Jt liai qu'im Pania au monde" 
wrote F^elon, and he needed neither caution nor cere- 
mony in addressing him. If the fancy took him, he could 
mingle humorous nonsense vith the affiiurs of gravity 
which called for their attention. " There are five ox six 
white rabbits beneath my window; they would make 
splendid rugs ; hut it would be a pity, for they are very 
pretty, and they eat Hke any great d^nitary." ' Thus he 
concluded a letter to his grand abb^, and thus, again 
and ^ain, a flash of laughter breaks through the com- 
phcation of his toils and deprivations. Such occasional 
reUef from the perpetual watchfulness engendered by 
controversial struggles was necessary to the balance of 
his mind. With the Prince he needed to be serious 
always, for the younger Dauphin made a trf^dy of 
daily life; and, in the numerous letters of spiritual 
counsel written by F^elon, it was necessary that he 
should strun his powers of reflection, and brii^ renewed 
earnestness of thought and sympathy to bear on eaoh 
individual correspondent. But with those three chosen 
companions he could laugh &eely when a moment of 
reaoticm came, and his deepest thoughts, thot^h they 
were the outcome of bitter pain which had found its only 
comfort in the voice of Qod, are more appealing, more 
helpful in the weariness of ordinary life, because F^nelon 
himself did not hold aloof from comradeship and laughter. 
"If Panta forgets the agenda which I have given 
■ CbmqwndmM de ^fndou, U. 6i, Septcmbw 1701. 
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him," ha wrote threateningly to de Langeron, irhen both 
had gone to Cambrtu t<^ther, " Z will g^re him over to 
the bUckest Tapours. He is a lost man, like ' Le Malade 
Imagiiuure ' abandoned to all the ills in le." ^ 

Fanta was not apt to forget the comnuBsioiis entrusted 
to him. Ledieu observed that he "never quitted F^nelon;" 
but the statement was incorrect, for i^ain aod again he 
writes from distant provinces, and, when his patron's life 
was near its close, he was forced to spend a period of some 
months in Paris, He was grand-vieaire to the diocese of 
Cambnu, a post of considerable importance (held by the 
celebrated Habert in Chalons when de Noailles was the 
bishop there), and was treated with the most absolute 
confidence, not only by the archbishop, but by such cor- 
respondents as de dievreuse and de Beauvilliers, to whom 
exposure of t^eir intercomrse with F^nelon would have 
meant disgrace. The Quietism dispute had touched him 
vitally, but his interest did not distort his judgment, and 
he was able, thirty years after its ending, to summarise 
its leadii^ features with the graphic touch of the bom 
historian who can detect the mistakes of the side he 
favours. In his ju^^ent the favour of the Jesuits to- 
wards Fineltm, without being pronounced enough to save 
him, roused the antagonism of all the faction of Port Boyal, 
who worked oeaseteasly and secretly to perpetuate his dis- 
grace.* In one who had an individual part in the struj^le 
it is unusual to find an insight into the hidden springs 
that moved such complicated affairs as these, and it is a 
matter for regret that de Beaumont, who had aooess to 

* GxTHpondonee de Fiitthn, IL 64, October 1701. 

* Ibid,, xL, to H. de FdneloD. 
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all his uacle's papers, did not compile a final and authentic 
Hiri»ry of Quietism. He Tould hare been better fitted 
for saoh a task than the Abb^ de Chanterao, thoogh Uta 
name of the latter is inseparably connected with the 
Bolgect. De Chanterac's letters during the last years of 
the seventeenth century ore in fact a History of Quietism, 
but not that oahu and dispassionate history which, while 
the question was still fresh, would have set many doubts 
ttod difficulties to rest. 

Qabriel de Chanterao also was a member of F^neloa's 
fanalj, and a native of Perigord ; he and his future 
patron were fellow-students at Sunt-Sulpice, and he 
seems to have been worthy of the love and confidence 
reposed in him. Even Firot, the partis&n of Bossuet, 
describes him as " a peacemaker, a wise, erudite, and 
virtuous man." There is evidence that he was not 
brilliant in addition, however, for his voluminous letters 
from Rome, though their details contain ample entm- 
tunment for the reader, are not the prodaotion of a 
tffain that grasps a situation readily. He labours to 
describe minutely, to photograph rather than to oatdi 
and convey impresaons. From the self-revelation of 
those letters he appears over-scrupulous, lackii^ the 
dash and daring with which the true diplomatist can 
seize an occasional opportunity. If there ever was a hope 
for F^nelon in those deplorable proceedings, it rested on 
the skill and penetration of his representative; pwhaps 
a virtuous Abb^ Bossuet (had such an anomaly existed) 
might have saved him, in defianoe of the King. But 
de Chanterao proved as inferior in wit to his opponent 
as he was above him in moral character, and evineed 
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hia loyalty rftther than hia competenoe during his yean 
in Rome. F^uelon welcomod his return with joy, and 
thencefordi their lives were passed with so few separa- 
tions that there is not much correspondence in evidence 
of their friendship. De Ch&nterao seems to have 
aoo^ted the peace of their enforced retirement with 
relief; he had had a strange experience in those years 
in Bome, and, to a man who wished to hold the Ca^o- 
lic Church in reverence, a vary difficult one. The 
springs of all that vast maohineiy of government were 
very prudently hidden from the faithful, but de 
Chanterac was brought too near to the centre of 
authority not to obtain some knowledge of them. He 
saw the cardinals sometimes without their sancti- 
monious dignities ; he learned that some of them were 
men of dissolute life, and that the most powerful were 
not the virtuous, and he oould not hide from himself 
the eollu^on betwixt the declared opinions of the worst 
among them and the papal decisions which his creed 
foroed bim to regard as the decisions of the Ahnighly, 
Doubtless the careful training of the Roman Catholic 
priest is specially designed to meet such tests as these, 
to impart to him a faculty of thought-selection whereby 
he can ignore and set a^de such inconvenient knowledge 
or experience as proves imposuble to weld into the tissue 
of the Roman CathoUo faith. It is this triuning, hallowed 
by the magic of tradition, that has been the defenoe of 
that great and awe-inspiring Church throughout the cen- 
turies, giving her sons (by reason of that severance, 
th&t touch of mystery, which is her very fabric), a olum 
not only on the hearts, but on the minds of mm who 



id By Google 



FAMILIAR FRIENDS OF FENELON 233 

may be their Biiperiors in every quality of mind and 
heart. 

Be Chanterao had s less penetrating intellect than 
F&ielon, but, on the other band, he was brought more 
closely into contact with the most crying evils in the 
Church ; and, as he poured forth details and gossip and 
affitirs of import indisoiminately, in those long letters to his 
chief, he must have seen sometimes that the outcome of his 
expOTiences, the sum-total of all the rumours and scandals 
and intrigues vhioh it -was his duty to record, was blackly 
damaging to the dwellers in the Vatican. Latterly he 
made no comments ; he left the facts to testify to the 
extinction of seemliness and honour in the high places of 
the Church ; and, when duty no longer bound him, be 
gladly shook the dust of Rome from off his feet, and in 
the purer air which those at Cambrai were privil^ied to 
breathe, it may be that he oould foi^t the revelations 
that had oome to him during his three years' struggle. 
He bad lived on friendly terms with many eminent 
persons in that period, and, when the scale wavered in 
his master's favour, received overwhelming protestation 
of the reverence in which FiSnelon was held. But when 
his cause vaa lost there was only one among them all 
who did not hasten to withdraw from any semblanoe of 
&miliarity ; this was Cardinal Gabrielli, a man renowned for 
leamii^, and one of the examiners of the Mixximea orij^nally 
chosen by the Pope. He muntiuned his oorrespondenoe 
with de Cbanterac when the abbe had retmiied to Cambrai. 
and was ready to do what might be in his power to further 
Ftoelon's interests, and to send him tidings of affairs in 
Rome when he was no longer represented there. 
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With this exception, de Chanterao aeans to have 
severed himself completely &om all that assooiated him 
irith that dark period of his patron's life. " I under- 
stand all that you hare done and suffered," -wrote F^elon 
to him. " I can see that you have only reported a fraction 
of it to U8 ; my gratitude, my confidence, my reverence 
and tenderness for you are Umitless. Come with what 
speed you may that we may comfort ourselves in tiie 
bosom of the true Comforter. We will live and die 
with one heart and soul only." ^ 

This, in the words of a Frenchman and a priest, was 
a description of their subsequent relations. They shared 
the same affections and the same interests. Hearing of 
the disgrace of Fantaleon de Beaumont, de Chanterao 
wrote from Rome ur^ng the youi^r man's acceptance 
of two benefices from which he drew his revenues ; and, 
in earlier days, when F^elon, the new archbishop, full 
of zeal for a fresh constitution of the diocese, was reform- 
ing the seminary of priests that is so important a part 
of his responsibility, it was de Chanterao whom F^ielon 
selected as superior. " He has the wit, the piety, and the 
wisdom to govern it peacefully." ' Having gt^ed in 
addition the bond of a oommou labour, hope, and dis- 
appointment, they were united through the years of 
exile which demanded patience and self-renunoiatioo, 
and death itself brought them a brief separation only, 
bu de Chantetac died in the same year as F^nelon. 

It may be seen, then, that these two, de Beaumont and 
de Chanterao, are very important ^ures in any picture of 
the life at Cambrai ; but, though th^ were both kinsmen 

> ArrHpondiMtM de Findon, x. 593. * Ibid^ t, 39. 
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as trail as friends to F^elon, it vaa rescrred for one 
who oame of another race to irin and hold the deepest 
measure of his lore. Fraofois de Langerou is, in truth, 
the repreaeDtative Mend: reflecting his chief, yet con- 
trasting vith him, oppoong him sometimes, criticising, 
even laughii^ at him, and yet making him the object of 
a derotion that was nothing less than passionate. When 
Ftoelon first had the opportunity of choosii^ coadjutors, 
at the time of the mission to Saintonge, it vas de 
Langeron irhose presence he desired most ; he secured 
for him a place at Court, and vraa even ready to share 
die love of his little prince with him. There are letters 
as early as 1680 which prove how deeply they were in 
one another's confidence. De Langeron was harassed by 
family difficulties, and F&ielon, who believed firmly in 
the isolation of the priesthood, exhorts bim to remember 
his duty to the Church, which in lus service to his rela- 
tives he seems in danger of forgettii^. It was the crown 
of their Mendahip that It was never shaken by mutual 
disagreement or reproof; and the archbishop, although 
his ecclesiastical rank set him beyond the range of ordi- 
nary criticism, accepts It humbly from de Langeron. 
" Your remonstrance gave me some little pain at the 
moment," he writes ; " it was weU it should do so, and it did 
not last " (from which it would appear that the abH had 
criticised, and subsequently relented) — " I have never loved 
yon so deeply. You would be falling short of your duty 
towards God and towards me, if you were not prepared 
to inflict such pain upon me whenever you think it right 
to oppose me. Our friendship depends on this oonfidratce."' 

1 Oorn^oadanee it Fiodon, U. 6l. 
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The charm of ori^ality oitA unexpectedneea was 
among the delights of their alliance. " We vill philoso- 
phise together," irTote F^eloQ, antidpsting the approach 
of loDg winter evenings ; they were also capable of lai^h- 
ing tt^tber, despite that tri^c sense of privation which 
must have been ever with them both. 

The prospects of de Langeron had been only a little 
less brilliant than those of F^nelon ; be himself possessed 
that gdt of personal charm which, if united to stroi^ 
intellectual power, places a dangerous extent of influence 
in the hands of a priest, and in those days, when all 
promotion went by favour, might have thrown open the 
way to measureless ambition. The Duke of Burgundy, 
who did not give his love and admiration very &eely, 
was devoted to de Langer(m ; the abb^ held the office of 
reader to him, was much concerned in the r^ht develop- 
ment of his precocious talents, and remained with turn 
till 1698, a year longra than F^elon. The warmdi of 
the messages to de Langeron in the Prince's letters to 
Cambrai suffice to prove his position. Apparently de 
Langeron was a man to be loved ; his quick wits brought 
gaiety into die sombre atmosphere of dif^ace and dis- 
appointment that might well have darkened the palace 
at Cambrai ; he was le petii ahbi, one of whom all spoke 
tenderly, even while they deferred to his resolute will, 
and reot^nised bis force of peisonality. 

His life was as pure, his standards as exalted aa those 
of F^elon himself, and bis presence was the principal 
amelioration of the fate that kept the archbishop chained 
to his diocese. There is, however, the inevitable shadow 
of sorrow on the story of tbeir friendship ; he, the best 
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loved, Tss tlie first of that little oompaQj to die; and 
this loss heralded a long series of bereavemraits which, 
oomii^ in quiok succession, left Ftoelon heart-broken 
and beyond the reach of human oonafort 

" I have lost the greatest hapjuuess of my life," he 
wrote, three days after the death of de Langeron, " and 
the chief help in the work of the Chiurch which God 
bestowed upon me. But one must accept the will of 
Qod. Nothing could be deeper or trusx than the virtues 
of hiu j who is dead. Nothii^ could be a greater witness 
of grace than was his death " — (he was writing a letter 
half on business, half of advice, and tries to oonoentrate 
himself upon it, but the pressure of personal sufferii^ 
will not be altogether suppressed) — " O God, how muoh 
our best Mends cost us t The only solace of life is friend- 
ship, and friendship turns Into irreparable grief. Let us 
seek the Friend who does not die, in whom we shall 
recover all the rest."^ 

These last words were the es^trestdon of the final 
result of all calamity upon him ; but he was the prey of 
all the weakness and temptation which may spring from 
sorrow. In life de Langeron had called out the human 
and sympathetic side of his temperament ; in death he 
taught him to understand the fierce despair with which 
other men, less schooled to resignation, meet bereavement. 

" I have resented the irreparable loss I have sustained 
with a violence which betrays the feebleness of my heart. 
Now my ima^ation has become somewhat dulled, and 
nothing remiuns but bitterness and a sort of inward 
lethargy. But the abatement of my sufTering is not less 
> Carrt^ondanet dt FSadon, i 140^ to tha Tidune d'Amisiw. 
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humiliatlDg thsD mj grie£ All that I have experienced 
under both conditions is nothing but imagination and 
self-love. I acknowledge that I have wept in mourn- 
ing for the Mend who was the solace of my life, of 
whose loss I shall be perpetually conscious. I console 
myself, even as I allowed myself to give way, from 
weariness of pain and need of consolation. Imagination, 
arrested and disturbed by such an unexpected blow, 
grows reconciled and calm. . Alas ! everything in us is 
vanity, except that self-renimciation which grace effects 
in us. For the rest, my dear friend died with such a 
peaceful and simple acceptance of the end as would have 
de%hted you. Even when his head wandered a little, 
his confused thoi^hts were all of grace, of faith, of 
gentleness, patience and resignation to G«d. I have 
never seen anything more lovely and edifyii^. I tell 
you all this that I may not describe my sorrow to you 
without giving you a share in that jtfy of the faUk that 
St. Augustine speaks of, and which God has permitted me 
to experience upon this occasion. Qod's will is done. 
He has preferred the happiness of my friend to my own 
comfort. I should be found wanting towards Ck)d and 
towards my friend himself if I did not desire that which 
QtoA has dedred. In my most bitter suffering I offered 
him, whose loss I so much dreaded, to Him. I could 
not be more moved than Z am by the kindness with 
which you claim a share in my grief." ^ 

This letter not only represents the importance of 
the place in F^nelon's life filled by de L&ngeron, but 
is typical also of that spiritual dissection which was so 

' Oorrttpondcmet dt Findntt, *. 30. 
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large a part of the inner experience of eunest Catholics. 
It was a habit fostered by the syBtam of direction, doubt- 
less ; but here the adviser yields to it as freely as the 
advised, and traces hia natural grief at the loss of the 
cloaest of his friends to that insidious &iling of self- 
love against vhich he vama his correspondents so con- 
stantly. In fact, his hold on life was shaken by the 
suddenness of the blow. " You know all I have lost 
in the friend who made the happiness of my life for 
thirty-four years. I saw him die of a fever that, during 
the first days, seemed more a passing inconvenience than 
an illness. He r^arded death with such peace and 
reagnation to the will of God as must have come from 
his inmost being. He obeyed like a httle child, and 
when he dreamed a little, his dreams were holy. It all 
seemed to come from the Fountain-head of grace and 
sacrifice. The more I admired, the more I was moved, 
and I acknowledge that my sorrow made me very weak. 
Now my condition is one of gentle sadness with frequent 
recollections that recall my grie£" ' 

This was his expression of feeling a month after the 
first novelty of his loss had overwhelmed him, and this 
expresses the subsequent condition of his mind. " Ton 
know all I have lost in the friend who made the happi- 
ness of my life for thirty-four years." Those who did 
in truth realise it must have been prepared for the sad- 
ness that henceforth settled down on the little company 
at CambrfU. The four years that remained to him were 
destined to be frill of constantly renewed experience of 
sufEuring. " True friends make all the joy and all the 
' CoTupoiuiBDM dt FkuiiDtt, ill. 193, to Pine Land. 
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bitterness of life ; " that was his rrardiot when de Beau- 
Tilliers was taken from him, and he found himself ahnost 
the last remtuning of the little circle that had been 
nearest to him in his days of happiness. But even when 
joy faUed, he knew that, when he sought it, he was 
always secure of finding comfort, and, while any power 
of thought remained, he was provided with the nnfdUng 
distraction and resource of work for others. His position 
gave him full scope for energy in that direction. I^edieu 
had understood, even in the few hours that he had 
listened to the conversation in the household, how great 
was the power the archbishop wielded in his diocese. 
In his devotion to duty there was no room for interested 
motives ; be rather injured than benefited himself in the 
King's estimation by winning the enthusiastic loyalty of 
his flock ; but the rigour that confined him within those 
narrow limits was, at least, of advantage to the people, 
who had never known before what the influence of a 
high-souled priest may be, " I envy you your nearness 
to Monseigneur de Cambrai," wrote Mme. de Maintenon 
to an old pupil of Saint-Cyr, years after his disgrace. 
She knew that he possessed the rare capacity of throw- 
ing a sudden shaft of light upon the common detail of 
a life that custom has made wearisome, so that its 
possibilities of sacrifice and ac^iration stand out as if 
they had not been a part of it before. 

He did not waste his banishment, but, even by reason 
of it, managed to seek and find an opportuiuty. It may 
be that in his connection with the Court, his written 
pleading and rebuke was of more true effect than if 
he, with all his natural charm of personality, had come 
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in direct contact with his penitents. It will be seen th^ 
in the rare instances after his banishment where actual 
interoourae was possible, he suffered from the emotional 
{^ases to which women especially are liable ; and in the 
oonespondenofl, which at his darkest moments he was 
never too weary to maintun with those who needed him, 
he stored up treasures of oomfbrt and iDS|»ration, not 
onfy for them, but for suooesdve generations of trouUed 
human souls. It will be seen also that that loi^ period 
of isolation was fruitful in deep and luminous poHtieal 
reflection. To him the true Christian seemed to be of 
necessity the true patriot as well; the man who loved 
God must learn by that higher love to love his country 
also, and must suffer when misfortune threatened or 
overtook her. Though the King would gladly have 
denied his claim to be a loyal Frenchman, he gave 
ipioof of it at the cost of considerable self-aaoriBee. His 
revennes were la^, but the calls upon his charity never 
ceased, espedally in the years of tlie Netherlands warfiure 
that came so dose to him at Cambnu. The devastation 
resulting from the war reduced his income ; nevertheless 
he volunteered to supply the royal troops with the grain 
of which they stood sorely in need, and, with a pinoely 
generouty, he would not sue for payment ' He was only 
on the very outskirts of the kingdom at Camls«i ; but, 
in those strenuous disastrous years he could feel the 
pulse of the nation boating as he eould not have done 
in Paris. The War of the Spanish Succession was a 
personal thing to those upon the frontier; and, with 
Marlboroi^h and Prince Eug&ne at hand, and the soldiers 
of Fnuice constantly passing through the town, the 
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moDOtosy of Cambru wbb ftnimated to a fererish throb 
of life. Then it was that F^nelon shoved how far he 
identified himself with the interests of the King ; private 
resentment sad politioal di8t^;reement were alike for- 
gotten, he had no thought to spare from the common 
danger and threatening national disgraoei In the con- 
fusion there was no one to hear witness to his part in 
the great stru^le, and he had no desire that it should 
win him QOtorietj. His letter to M. de Chamillard, 
Uinister of War, on the euhject of his gift of grain 
should exonerate him oondusiTely from any oha^ of 
interested motives : — 

" My interest goes for nothing when it ia a question 
of the Kii^s. It is determined by the duty of a good 
subject: moreover, I am bound by gratitude. All I 
possess is due to the former goodness of his Hajesty. 
I would give him my blood and my life even more 
willingly than my grain. But, monsieur, I am very fat 
&om desiring that you should have the worth of my 
offer estimated, or that you should do anything for me. 
The thing is not worthy to go so &r as the King, and 
if you will be assured of my good intention to forward 
all your efforts in his service, I am sufficiently rewarded. 
Besides, I am, thank God, cured of aU earthly hope. It 
is enough to have done my duty." 

It should be remembered that while he was as he 
professed himself indefatigable in furthering the endea- 
vours of the King's generals and ministers, he had always 
been agunst the war, which he believed to have been 
undertaken in a spirit of vain-glory and arrogant self- 
will, a spirit which the early experience of Louis XIV. 
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had fostered, but whidi was none the less disastrous 
to his kii^om. So far as his posltioQ permitted of 
remonstranoe Ftoelon had rem<Histnited, and the advan- 
tages of peace was a [mimineDt theory in all his political 
effusions; nevertheless when the time came, the most 
pugnacious among the young French officers was not 
more eager for success than he. 

Never, in fact, was there a more foolhardy enterprise 
than the war in Flanders, which made the name of MarU 
borough ring from end to end of Europe, and darkened 
the last years of life to the Great Monarch, It was 
undertaken without either the funds or the administra- 
tion that oould give hope of eventual succesB. Franoe 
waited in vain for the advent of that military genius 
from among the thousands of her gallant sons who 
would have power to redeem the terrors of her positicoi ; 
and F^elon saw the disasters, which he had foretold yet 
lacked the power to avert, sweep down on his unhappy 
country. But the r^orous sentence that made his pro- 
tests useless did not prevent him from taking active part 
in the struggle agunst Flanders: not that he himself 
went forth like the martial bishops of an earlier time to 
take his share of blom in open field ; his service was of 
a more peaceful character but no less necessary. His 
hospitality had ever been unfailing, and he responded 
now to every oall upon it made by the constant passage 
of the troops. But that was only the lighter of the tasks 
he set bimsel£ It is well that Sunt^imon, who raided 
himself on the side of Bossuet and Cardinal de Noailles, 
should here bear testimony to the conduct of a man 
whom he has persistently disparaged. 
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" His open house tod table appeared to belong to a 
governor of Flaoders," inrote the duke, " and at the eame 
time to a true epiaoopal palaoe; many distinguished 
military men and many officers on speoial aervioe, ill, 
irell, and wounded, stayed with him, senred and kept as 
if there was one only. He was also generally present at 
the consultations of the doctors and surgeons, fulfilling 
besides the funotlcou of the most devoted pastor to the 
sick and wounded. Often he went to perform the same 
offioe in (he houses and hos{ntals where the soldiers were 
scattered, and always 'without eaielessneas or pettrnawi, 
and always making open-handed proTiuon. He was, 
moteover, adored by aU. It was true liberality, and a 
magnifioenoe whioh was never offensive, but spent itaelf 
on officers and soldiers; whioh oomj^sed a vast hospi- 
tality, and rwQuned within the fitting limits of his poa- 
tion in all oonoeming table furniture and equqxment. 
He was uniformly obliging and modest, hiding the help 
he gave when it could be hidden, which was the case in 
numberless iuatancea. So gentle and charming was he 
in other oases (hat he seemed to be indebted to (hoee to 
whom he gave and to need to persuade them. He was 
never hurried, he never flattered, but was courteous with 
a courtesy that included all, and yet was always propor- 
tioned with discretion, in suoh wise that it seemed to be 
ooncentrated on eaoh individual, with that tact in which 
he espeoiaUy excelled. JEInthusiaam, and devotion to 
him was in the hearts of all the inhabitants of the Low 
Countries, whoever they were, and to whatever denomina- 
tion they belonged." 

The palace and the seminary of Cambrai became 
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military hos^talB, ftnd F^«loti spared nothing thttt oould 
benefit, body or boqI of the sufferers he suoooured. Such 
w&s Qm impressioD made by his extraordin^ pety and 
self-devotion that Marlborough himself commanded that 
the Tiotorious ttoops should r^ard all posoessions (£ Hio 
Archbishop of Ounbrai as sacred, and is said to hare 
offered him a special guard for the proteotion <^ hia 
person, a &Tour which neither his oourage nor his patriot- 
ism allowed him to accept. 

The strain and excitement thus thrust upon him by 
the developmfflit of national events, was in marked con- 
trast to the future whioh he had foretold trhen the 
lifeloI^; nature of his exile was first tm)Ught home to 
him. Then he would have any who proposed to share it 
be prepared " to lead a solitaiy, monotonous Ufe of general 
inactivity." He most have " the health, the taste, and the 
patience for a life that is as exact and as regular as the 
tioldi^; of a clock" ^ — a description which assuredly did not 
represent the conditions of the palace at Cambrai when 
Harlborot^h and Eugtoe were on the Flemish frontier. 
Greatly as he deplored it, that disastrous war was in fact 
of bffiiefit to Ftoelon: notMng, as he realised, oould 
eradicate the King's prejudioe i^^nst him, and the time 
fw reoondliation was past, but F^nelon, who " desired to 
be loved," won the reVBrenoe and affection of thousands 
(^ his oountrymen, and proved conclusively that, whatever 
calumny might say about him, he wae no enemy to the 
Sing. But in spite of die opportunities of pacdcal 
infiuenoe and kindness those terrible years afforded to 
the Archbishop of Cambrai, there was no Frenchman, of 
> (hm^pondauet d« Aiufon, U. 53 (i7o>)- 
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vhsteTer calling, who moiimed die miafottunes of his 
country more bitteily than ha When, in 1709, Louis 
XIV., moved at length from his miful artoganoe bj 
the sufferings of his people, humbled himself to sue for 
peace, there iras not one of his subjects who awuted the 
issue with greater eagemesa or deplored the leeult more 
deeply than did F^elon. As the miserable months 
passed on, bringing with them private losses to add to 
the accumulated grie& that were tearing at his heart, he 
ceased to hope that the threatened ruin of his country 
would be averted. His pessimism was not an indication 
of shaken faith, he was resigned to the will of on all- 
powerful God when he was most cast down ; but he 
believed that the iniquities of the people must have 
merited retribution, and only prayed that he m^ht be 
allowed to die before he saw its consummation. 

There are many who, while they look on men and 
nations as masters of their fate, will ascribe a sudden 
and momentous dea^ to the intervention of the hand 
of Qod niogical as such a theory may appear there is 
much to commend it to the imi^pnation ; and men whose 
religion was of the va^est kind attributed the unlooked- 
for rearrangement of European interests in the year 171 1 
to divine intervention. The histories of many eountties 
tell the story : not France only, but Spain and England 
and Austria, were watching the issue of that struggle in 
the Netherlands with desperate anxiety, and one event 
changed every aspect of it. Joseph I. of Austria died, his 
brother, the daimant for the throne of Spun, succeeded, 
and in a moment it was evident that Europe held a 
man more to be dreaded, more to be opposed in his greed 
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of poirer, than Louis XIY. Because the greatness of her 
greatest King was declining, and Charles TI, was reoog- 
nised by general consent, as more formidable, Franoe was 
saved at the moment of ber direst peril There is a 
strange mtny in the method of salvaUon, but to the rank 
uid file of the suffering people it was no less welcome ; 
and the King, hedged and protected by the tradition of 
past glories, could ignore the condition on which his 
good fortune was founded, accepting it as a tribute to his 
earlier reoord of unvarying success. In September 171 1 
his ^Toys s^ed the preliminary articles of the Peace 
of Utrecht in London ; a peace which actually secured to 
him the prize for whioh he had been contending, and 
bound England, victorious as she was, not to attack the 
claims of FhiUp, younger of F^nelon's pupils, to his 
throne of Spain. 

If, in his thankfulness, F^elon was tempted to be- 
lieve that prosperity might once more be dawning over 
IVance, he was not permitted to nourish the delusion 
limig. Before the n^otiations were actually complete, 
while moreover the Jansenist danger was darkening the 
outlook of the Churoh, be was required to face a disaster 
as unforeseen as it was overwhelming. In February 1 7 1 2 
the yoimger Dauphin died, and thenceforth his own for- 
tunes and those of his country, tragic though they might 
be, ceased to have the same vital interest for F^nelon ; he 
lost idl zest for the duUes and labours of his daily life, 
and the spiit of comradeship and brave endtuance with 
which he had faced his exile gave place to that rosigna- 
tion whioh comes of irremediable sadness rather than 
philosophy. Thenceforth the rigorous lines of self-denial 
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on which he bad fonued his daily habits beoame more 
erident, the need of food and sleep were repressed within 
the smallest limits that his feeble &ame allowed, while 
he beoame more strenuous in calling upon all who were 
within his reach to turn from the evil that he saw on 
every side, and seek the strength which was his sole 
support in the sorrows and weaknesses of his latter years. 
There is a passage written by St. Anselm, quoted by 
F^nelon in an early work, which may be regarded as 
the postulate on which he based his final view of human 
life and of his own bitter experience : " Those who have 
renouuoed self . . . should God require them to sufier, 
will have no thought of God unworthy of Uis goodness. 
. . . For such as are offended with this saying — Lord, 
grant them grace so to renounce themselves that they 
may understand it ! " 

Into that thought and that supplication his so-called 
Qoietiffln had resolved itself, and his chief desire for 
himself and others became once more the attainment of 
that complete reliance on the Love of God which was 
the basis of his doctrine when the Church silenced him. 
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f£nelon the politician 

FfinsLOK WAS a priest, azid, acoording to the modern 
meBmng of the term, he was a mjstie also, therefore it 
is natural that the great oriuB in his fortunes should he 
attributed to his religious opinions. Tha« is, in truth, 
■offioient reason for so doii^. The Church had often dis- 
oovered hereby in nmpler and more innooent theories of 
belief than those {mjpounded by the Arohbishop of 
Cambrai, and the most distinctive feature of the age is 
its narrowness in all matters of religious meditation and 
resflaioh. Notwithstanding these self-evident facts, how- 
evw, there is the possibility of another pretext for his 
banishment: it is possible that the master-spirit which 
required his oondenmation from the Vatican was not that 
of Louis the Most Christian King and diief defender of 
the Church, but of Louis tiie despot, the self-willed auto- 
crat of Court and kingdom, who would not brook either 
criticism or opposition from a subjeot For F^elon was , 
not only a devoted priest and an ardent oontroverrialist, 
but a convinced and eager politician also, and this is an 
aspect of him which must oot be overlooked. His 
politics, traced to their root, sprang from religion; but 
they are necessary to show the man complete, lovii^ his 
fellow-men with a depth and energy which made his 
love a purer tiling tlian patriotism. 
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He would have strained every power to the utmost, 
and be^;ared himself of personal possessions to serre his 
country, but his love of mankind was too universal to be 
absolutely patriotic, and he was unvarying in condemna- 
tion of that greed of acquisition which convulsed whole 
nations with the sufferings of war, even though France 
might have reaped the glory and the gains of victory. 
Clearly this was not the point of view of a judicious 
oeurtier under Louis XIV., and F^elon suffered for hig 
indepradence. In course of time, no doubt, the King 
discovered that he was a disturbing element at Versailles. 
There was no direct disloyalty in his training of the 
Fiinoe (a training which was generally recognised aa 
extraordinarily successful in result) ; but unconsciously 
his attitude towards the established order of affairs must 
have affected his pupil, and, in those rare periods when 
his duties did not claim him, he was tiie soul of that 
little coterie with which the names of Mme. de Hain- 
teuon, of de Chevreuse, and of de Beauvilliers are 
inseparably connected. Family reasons inclined the two 
latter to the policy of peace; they had both married 
daughters of Colbert, and Colbert was the last of the 
succesdon of wise administrators and financiers who had 
paved the way for the glories and triumphs of the King, 
but who would have been utterly opposed to the daring 
and extravagance sanctioned by Louvois. 

The King's thirst for military enterprise was insati- 
able, and it was the chief um of that small oonspiraoy 
to thwart him in its gratification. Open opposition was 
useless in such a case, but the result of perstmal influ- 
enoe (wielded judiciously and therefore imperceptibly) 



id By Google 



F^NELON THE POLITICIAN 251 

was sometimes iuoaloul&ble, and for a -while the chief 
centre of iuQueoce was dominated by F^elon and his 
opinions. It was the ambition of Mma de Haintenon, , 
which she did not hide from her intimates, to convert 
thQ King to Bucb a rule of private conduct as conformed 
to the £uth that he professed. F^elon's aspirations 
soared jet higher, and had far less possibility of realisa- 
tion; it was hie aim to reform the public life of the 
King, to exorcise the Talnglorious spirit of ambition that 
had possession of him, bo that the welfare of his subjects, 
moral and actual, should be of infinitely greater worth 
than his own personal a^^andisement At some time 
during those years he spent at Clourt his eagerness to 
open the eyes of the King to the striking defects of his 
gOTermuent of his kingdom induced him to employ 
means so reckless and audacious that without absolute 
proof his action appears incrediUe. No subject of Louis 
Xiy. would have dared to address a candid letter to him 
and sign it with his name ; any possible good effect of the 
venture would be destroyed by its initial insolence, and 
be who desired licence for plain speech must at least 
remain nameless, Ftoelon accepted this necessity and 
wrote the truth that demanded utterance anonymously, 
in consequence of which the authenticity of the letter 
was discredited for many years, until the discovery of the 
original MS. placed its authorship beyond doubt. The 
evidence of its having ever reached the King is less oon- 
duuve, but there are references in the correspondence of 
Mme. de Muntenon in t6g^, the probable date of its 
composition, which are not easily explicable otherwise. 
The " Memoirs of the Harquis de F^elon " show 
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that he at any rate had no Teatigd of doubt upon the 
subject, and F&elon prored by the plainness of speech 
which he employed towards Uie Dauphin that he was 
capable of puttii^ bis daring project into praotioa On 
the other hand, if he was darii^ he bad also a faculty of 
discrimination, and the Tory boldness of the attack on 
BQoh a potentate as Iiouis SIV. might have been ex- 
pected to defeat its own ends. It is, therefore, hard to 
find the verdiot on such conflicting testimonies, but the 
letter remains to add its quota for good or ill to the tale 
of its writer's reputation ; and wheth^ or no it accom- 
plished any purpose at the time, it is interestii^ as 
representing a study of the Great King which di%rs 
from the familiar records of admirers or enemies. 

Such detailed criticism of his character would not 
be pleasant reading for any man, and least of aU to 
Louis Xiy. F4nelon had learned penetration in the 
confessional, and could distinguish between natural de- 
fscts and the result of circumstance ; but to acknow- 
ledge that the original qualities were good, while alleging 
ihat their goodness had been obliterated, was to increase 
rather than soften the gravity of his charges. The 
writer was evidently deeply moved by the signs of the 
times which he believed that he detected. The Minis- 
ters, be declared, " speak no more of the State and its 
laws, but only of the King and his good pleasure." ' 
The sorrows of the people who paid the price for their 
ruler's glory and et^oyment are constantly before him. 
"As if you oould become great by mining the people 
on whom you found your greatness " — that is the 

> Oorrttpondonte de FintUn, ToL li., Leitnt Divena, 24. 
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burden of his appeal "The people themselres — they 
who loved you so well and had such confidence in you 
— b^in to lose their love, their confidence, even their 
respect. They take no more delight in your viotories 
or your oonquests j despair and bittemesa have taken 
hold upon them. ... If, say they, the Bang have the 
heart of a father towards his people, it wiU be m<»e 
his glory to give them bread, to let them draw breath 
after so much Buffering, than to keep certain places on 
the frontier which are the reason for the war." This 
was not a lemonatranoe likely to be acceptable to a 
king who prided himself on nothing so much as on 
his victorious arms, and F^nelou dared to pass from 
generaliUes to a deliberate challenge of a war which 
had been a long series of successes to the French — 
the war in Holland that began in 1672, He waa 
always strenuously and ctmsistently opposed to war, 
and whatever may have been the imprudeuoe of in- 
BistJng on its evils when there could be do reasonable 
hope of convincing his hearer, there is nothing in the 
attempt which is out of keeping with his character. 
The author of T4Umajut was capable of assuring the 
King that "God has placed you in the world solely 
for the good of your people," uncongenial as such a 
maxim was likely to prove to the royal mind; and 
in the preamble of his letter he had said that there 
was no miBfortune he would not suffer cheerfully to 
impress upon the King the knowledge necessary to 
his wel&re. It is the spirit of true patriotism, ac- 
cording to his conception of it, which inspired the 
efurlier p^es, and they convey the impression that 
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they vera honestly intended to reach their supposed 
destination. But it is otherwise vith the conolu^n. 
Passing from public afEuis, F4nelon permitB himself to 
reflect on individuals in a maimer which is neither 
chivalrous nor honourable. He and de Harlai, Arch- 
bishop of Paris, were enemies, and de Harlai's private 
life was scandalous. It was true dutt he flattered the 
King and introduced every species of corruption into 
the administration of his diocese ; it was true also 
that La Chaise was narrow-minded and ^^orant, that 
he took small bribes, and would stoop to any trick 
that would advance his family ; but F^elon, havii^ 
elected to be anonymous, had forfeited the right to 
personal attaok, and it is impossible to reconcile his 
general attitude towards life with the theory that on 
this occasion be did deliver, or ever intended to de- 
liver, a stab in the dark to men who were, in some 
degree, his rivals. 

This is the strongest ai^iunent f^inst the beUef that 
the letter was more than a treatise on the relative con- 
ditions of the people and the King, taking a form which 
made it more graphic and inspiring to him in the writing. 
The course of events immediately ensuing seemed to 
denote that the opinions which it expressed had at 
length forced an entrance in defiance of the armoury 
of prejudices which protected despotism in France. 
The Peace of Ryswick, after long n^tiations, was 
ngned in 1697, and by its terms Louis resigned much 
which formerly his pride would have required him to 
insist upon, and he seemed to be suddenly imbued 
with that ^irit of pacification which F^nelon in his 
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self-appomted office of Mentor had so ardently desired 
for him. But if F^oelon irere deluded, it vaa not long 
before he, in common with all who watched the struggle 
of the nations, was undeceived. The Great King's only 
r^ard for peace was as a necessary preparation for 
new wars, and his latest project loomed so lai^ in hia 
imagination that the trifling sacrifices that this treaty 
had demanded were unworthy of a r^;retful thought 
He knew that Charles, the King of Spain, was dying, 
and he intended that his grandson should succeed him 
on the throne. The result of the scheme threatened 
at. one lime to ruin France, but it could never have 
been entert^ned if at tJie moment that the throne 
was vacant the Powers of Europe bad been leagued 
(either against the French, and therefore peace was 
necessary. 

The War of the Spanish Suocesuon did not actually 
touch on the private and individual life of F^elon till 
near its close, though, as a Frenchman, it was throughout 
of infinite and terrible importance to him. His personal 
part in it has been already described, and his anxiety 
for the welfare of the Duke of Bui^ndy caused him 
to feel every reverse to the army a misfortune to himself. 
The vanity of the King, who could not allow his heir 
to fill a subordinate position, was fatal to the reputation 
o( the Prince ; palace intrigues pursued him to the field 
of battle ; the experienced officers who should have been 
his support were determined that he, at least, should 
reap no glory &om their efforts ; his mistakes were 
exaggerated, his orders misre^nesented, till at length he 
was recalled, to face the humiliation of being regarded 



id By Google 



256 F^NELON 

u a failurs in the field in days when eveiy gentleman 
bore arms. Ftoelon suffered wi^ him. He had keen 
empathy for his difficulties, hut he made the moment 
an opportunity to open the Frinoe's eyes m<»e fully to 
the faults that had occasioned his disgrace, chief among 
vhioh, in F^nelon's opinion, was his inability to view 
life lai^ly, to see that bis environment needed tolwanee, 
to undeistand what oonduct -was expected of him by 
the tradition of his rank, as veil as vhat was due to 
principles of virtue and morality. The Frinoe seems, in 
&ot, to have lacked that quality of imagination irhich 
would have enabled him to realise hov other men re- 
garded his soruples and exa^^rationa ; and but tot 
F^elon, he might never have been brought to a know- 
ledge of it. But in spite of the failings of his early 
manhood, dther an honest effort to follow the exhorta- 
tions of his friend or else a halo oast avat his memory 
by his unexpected death, has caused his contemporaries 
to write of his last years as a time that held the promise 
of wise reform and quiet government for France. 

It must have been a task of considerable difficulty to 
reconcile such veneration as the Prince cherished towards 
Ftoelon with the respect and loyalty he owed his grand- 
father. The most remarkable of the Archbishop's poli- 
tical writings was directly addressed to the Duke, and, 
though it contains no open attack on King or government, 
the allusions are sufficiently explicit to leave no doubt 
that they tallied with the actual condition of the kii^- 
dom. The pamphlet in question purports to be an 
attempt to prepare him for his destiny (which then 
appeared so certain); it is "An Examination for the 



id By Google 



FENELON THE POLITICIAN 257 

Conscience of a King," in the form of thirty-eight 
questions, a few only of which are confined to purely 
reti^ous matters, and the whole, dettuled as it is, contains 
very little that would bear upon a private indiTiduoL 

The Duke of Burgundy is said to have treasured it 
very highly, even while he realised that it would find no 
favour with hia grandfather, and he had the prudence 
to place the actual document in the hands of M. de 
Beauvilliers, a fact which accounts for its preservation.' 
It is, in fact, as &r as its teaching is concerned, a 
reproduction of the theories contained in Tilimaqm. 
F^nelon is no more sparii^ in his treatment of a royal 
character than was the inunortal Mentor. " Nothing 
could be a greater calamity (for you) than to be made 
the master of others at an age when you are still so 
little master of yourself." Such is his method of depre- 
cating the possibility that the Prince should soon succeed 
to his inheritance, 

Louis XIY., tried by the standard which he imposes, 
would be found grievously wanting ; yet unmistakably 
the life of Louis XIV. suggested the questions which he 
would have had that other yoimger Louis ask himself 
when his time of supremacy should come. " Have you 
set an evil example of criminal and unworthy love ? If 
you have done so, your authority is upholding infamy; 
you have taught all yotur subjects not to blush for that 
which is shameful, a disastrous lesson which is never 
forgotten. 'It were better,' sud Jesus Christ, 'that a 
millstone were tied around t^y neck and that thou wert 

' It WM pabUahed bj tho Harqnis d« FJnalon In 1734, In Paris, bat 
•nppceM«d. Afterwards iMued in IioodoD, i74;r- 
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thrown into the depths of the aea. . . .' I muntftin 
that all the faults in the most priTate life of royalty are 
of infinite consequence." Bold maxims truly to commit 
to paper while the lover of Louise de la Talli^re, of 
Fran^oise de Hontespan, and many another beautiful 
-woman of less celebrity, still held despotic power over 
all who dwelt in France. Doubtless, when hundreds 
of miles divided him for ever from the Court, Ftoelon 
allowed his fancy to build up an ideal of what a Court 
should be. It was only n^;atively that he could use 
his memories of what had been, but he drew on those 
msmories freely in his warning. The licence and Mvolity 
of which he had been a witness (even under the sombre 
rule of Mme. de Maintenon) was to be prevented by the 
simple means of closing the palace doors against the 
young and beautiful " Only women of ripe age and 
approved virtue should be chosen for place about the 
Court. Keep young women whose beauty is a snare to 
you and your oourders excluded &om such posts. It is 
more fittii^ that such remain in retirement in the midst 
of their families far from the Court. Although you are 
king, you should avoid all that is costly, and which 
others would wish to have in imitation. It is useless to 
urge that your subjects should not allow themselves a 
display which is seemly only for you. The princes near 
you wish to do almoBt what you do, the great nobles 
pnde themselves on imitating the princes, the gentlemen 
deare to be like the nobles, and all the middle-class 
wish to follow in the footsteps of the financiers whom 
they have seen rise from the ranks. . . . Send your 
courtiers home to pass a few years on their estates, to 
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look aitxr their affaiis; teach them to live frugally; 
ahov them that 70U only respect those who live a 
regular life and look after their businefls properly ; Bhoir 
disdun of those who ruin themaelTea foolishly." ' 

Admirable as is this bomily, it is obvious that a man , 
-of F^neloa's peQetration oould not have written it if be 
bad BtiU been dwelling at Versailles ; human nature and 
the power of tradition is omitted from his oaloolation, and 
tbe Puritan Court which be was attempting to prepare 
for a future generation would not bare been likely to 
Attract tbe descendants of de Conti or de Rochefauoauld. 
Truly he was no courtier; but it is not so much for its 
candour (a quality to be found in all bis lettws to the 
Prince) as for the manner in which, under one head or 
another, he sketches the condition of the people, that 
the " Examination of Conscience " ia of such importance. 
Then, indeed, human life and the human nature that 
finds expression in the stru^le for existence rather than 
in tbe search for novelty, inspire his pen and give bis 
words tbe vividness of passionate feeling. A few linea 
.suggest the picture, the reality of which was sickeningly 
&miliar to every Frenchman who did not deliberately 
turn away from contact with the great majority of his 
fellow-subjects. If war was the pleasure of the King, it 
was needful to find men to make an army, and because 
the soldier in the ranks suffered even more sharply and 
continuously than the peasant on a great nobleman's estate, 
it was found necessary to resort to coercion, and claim all 
who had not means or interest to buy immunity, in the 
^^i^'s name. It was a system that had become familiar 

> (Euvre* dt Findon, vol. ixii., Examtn de Oontcimot. 
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enot^h, but, neTertheleas, F^nelon was constrained to 
make his protest. " To alloT men to be taken without 
selection and a^iunst their will ; to oauae the distress and 
often the destruction of a whole family deserted by its 
head ; to tear the labourer &om his plough, and keep him 
to ten or fifteen years' service, during which he often 
perishes of misery in a hospital without the rdief or 
tending he requires, and if he deserts, to break his bead 
or cut off his nose — nothing can excuse such a ^tem 
before either God or man," If the peasant had brought 
himself under the arm of the law, he was no less an 
object for oompas^on. A capital sentence seems merciful 
compared to the horrors to which a convict was con- 
demned ; he became, in fact, the slave of the State, and 
because labour was scarce, it was desirable to obtun as 
many convicts for as long a time as possible. The abuse 
of such an arrangement was inevitable, the sufferii^ that 
ensued upon it indescribable ; and the king of F^elon's 
ideal must not rest easy till it had in some measure been 
reformed. One point in his examination lifts the veil a 
moment that hid one of the plague-spots in the condition 
of the people : " Are you particular to have every galley- 
slave relieved at the end of the time of punishment 
appointed by the law ? Do not say that if this jtistioe is 
observed there will be a lack of men for convict-labour." * 
Nothii^ could be more significant of the spirit of 
the time than the final su^^^tion deprecatmg an 
argument which was probably accepted as complete 
justification for disr^ard of the law. By such 
glimpses it is possible to estimate the task awfutii^ 

' Sxamia dt Oornrienu. 
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the king of F^elon'a imagination, the king who was 
to have trained himself by private self-discipline, who 
was to have acquired knowledge of the laws, the habits, 
the customs of bis kingdom; of the numbers, the 
employment and comparative conditions of all his 
subjects; who was to be the supreme judge and watchful 
overseer of the administration ; who was to be, in short, 
the Mend and yet the father and leader of his subjects, 
having made it his business to " see, hear, and speak to 
many people, learning by experience to study man- 
kind, and knowing them by free and constant inter- 
course." * No wonder that the Dauphin, sharing the 
ideal and living more closely in touch witli the reality 
than did his master, was made depressed and melan- 
choly by their overpowering contrast and by the im- 
mensity of the enterprise required of him ; for, in fact, 
the weight of responsibility which Ftoelon would have 
had him take upon his shoulders was calculated to 
crush the most ardent of optimists, and optimism was 
a quality entirely denied to him. But on one point 
obedience would have been easier, and it may be that 
that was the most important point of all. Louis XIV. 
himself might have found gloiy in caring for his people if 
the insatiable greed of conquest had not filled every cham- 
ber of his mind. A warning agunst the love of war is 
the refrain that runs through T^Ufna^ue, and TiUmaque 
was written amid the influences of VersfuUes, at the 
very elbow of the King ; afterwards, when the glories which 
were the result of war were no longer present with the 
writer, that refrain was never silenced if he wrote of poHtics. 

' Excanen de ComcUmr. 



id By Google 



363 FENELON 

In the oue of his " Ezftmiiuti(Hi," tb« two ooDttast- 
ii^ aspeota of his life are evident. Much of it oould 
aaiy be the work of a man familiar vith the innermost 
Becrets of the Court, with all the hidden jobbray and 
corruption irhich was sweeping awaj the prosperity of 
the realm : and F^elon, who knew the Court so well, 
knew the Uvea of the peasants also — the crjnng need 
of the labourer fighting witJi the barren soil to win 
subsistence, of the oonviot doomed to perpetual suffer- 
ii^, often agunst all law of justice and humanity, and of 
the soldier, whose case appealed the most to his sympathy. 

In youth as well as in his later life he made him- 
self the serrant of saoh as these, and his figure was as 
familiar as it was weloome in cott^nes and hospitals and 
prisons; no on was bo black, no disease so repellent 
as to place the sufferer beyond the reach of the 
comfort and inspiration that Ftoelon could give if 
his presence was desired. Thus, from the point of 
view of the people, he was competent to speak with 
authority; he knew that war could brii^ them no 
advantage that would compensate for its inevitable 
evils; hut, when his exile had removed him from all 
the influences of the Court, it must be admitted that 
he approached the question too much in the spirit 
of the partiaao. To spare the lives of the French 
subjects, he would have employed foreign mercenaries 
to fight their battles for them, foi^etful that the 
scarcity of money made the support of alien troops 
almost impossible, and that the pllage and violence 
for which these free-lance companies were always note- 
worthy increased the horrors of war a hundred-fold. 
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Careful student though he iras of higtorf, and dose 
ofaBflTTor of the events of whioh he had any cognisance, 
his {oiestly training and enTironment made him inoapahle 
of forming a general estimate with justice on miUtaiy 
subjects. In an individual oaae, such as that of the Duke 
of Burgundy, ho-wever, it vas otherwise. He foresaw the 
risk to the Prince's reputation when, in 1702, the com- 
mand was placed in his inexperienced hands; but his 
perpetual warnings had weakened any power he might 
ever have prasessed, and he was foroed to watch the 
melancholy fulfilment of his prophecies in silence. His 
impotence to help her gave additional bitterness to his 
sorrow for the misfortunes of his country. Among his 
papers is a plan of goTemment of extraordinary elabora- 
tion, whioh deals with reforms political, military, and 
domestic, as sweeping and more praotJcal than in the 
" Examination." It disfdays an astounding knowledge of 
the past affairs and present condition of Church and 
State, and would have proved invaluable to a king 
whose standard corresponded with the writer's; but the 
date of its complation is signi6caDt of the tragedy of his 
life. It is headed November 17 11, when the Duke was 
already Dauphin, and only one precarious life kept him 
from the throne.' The next political pamphlet that 
F^nelon drew up was written in the Uarch following, and 
referred to the measures to provide for a regency whioh 
the Prince's death necessitated. 

There have been notable instances in history of priests 
who wielded greater power than the kings themselves, but 
never one to whom religion was the role of life. Had the 

> (Euvm lit Finekm, xzU., Taila dt Ckaulnn. 



id By Google 



264 FENELON 

Dftuphin lived, the history of France must have con- 
tained that phenomenon, and the result in national 
derelopment vould bare been a ourious study. The 
Frince had not the grace and majesty of his grandfather, 
or the reckless gaiety of Henri IV. His very virtues were 
repellent to his assooiatea, and he olung to the minute 
observance of religious ceremonial as the King did to the 
smallest detul of etiquette. But perhaps, vith F^nelon 
beude him, with his view of life and duty widened by his 
prerogative, and his scruples modified by experience, he, 
who had early learnt to realise and deplore the suffetii^ 
of the people, might have won thdr love, and gradually 
put his theories into practice and brought justice within 
the reach of the poorest of his subjects. Such had been 
F^nelon's ideaL " In the name of God, Honseigneur," he 
bad written when the Frince was just entering upon 
manhood, " do not let yourself be cast down by tlie evila 
that you see around you ; the world is full of them. As 
for me, I thank God from the bottom of my heart in that 
He has granted suffident courage to so great a prince as 
you are, to learn experience as a umple individual, to be 
a man among other men. In sooth, Monseigneur, the 
more you tell me that you see of evil the more you give 
me pleasure, not that the evil should exist, but that it 
E^ould be made known to one who, by the grace of God, 
may have power to remedy it." 

Fdnelon was hopeful when he wrote those words ; but 
then the story of the Prince's life had not yet imrolled 
itself before him. It proved a melancholy stoty ; but in 
relation not only to Fdnelon, but to the King himself, it is 
of great importance. 
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The stormy childhood of the Duo de Bourgogne has 
been described already. It was merged in a youth of 
spasmodic but pronoimQed austerity, although the gloom 
of his natural temperament -was brightened by the ohanns 
of the girl-vife to vhom he iras united, first for political 
expediency, and afterwards by every tie of sinoere affec- 
tioiL He had learnt to regard F^nelon as his spiritual 
leader, giTing him a responsibility differing from that 
which he gave to his confessor, but in reality leaning on 
him more than on any oUier adviser. The distance that 
divided them did not alter their relations ; but their cor- 
respondence (maintained fitfully, and only with great 
precaution) is at first devoted to purely religious subjects, 
B»m which F^nelon only departs to urge his pupil to 
cultivate the appearance of sociability and good-humour, 
which were so essential to his position, and in which 
rumour reported him to be so grievously lacking, even 
when he was engrossed by the amusements of the Court. 
He had the spirit of a' gallant race, however, for all his 
melancholy ; and if he drank in F^nelon's theories re- 
garding the advantages of peace, he was none the less 
eager to take his share of danger and excitement on the 
battlefield. He was nineteen when his wish was granted, 
and he was sent to lead the army in Flanders ; and in 
addition to his pleasure at the glorious opening before 
him, was the delight with which he anticipated a visit to 
Cambru, which was found to lie upon his line of route. 
He wrote from Feronne (April 25, 1702) an eager, boyish 
letter annomunng his arrival at Cambrai, and that the 
King had given him permission to meet the archbishop, 
although it must be in the presence of a witness. The 
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intemew took place, in fact, in the presence of many 
vitneBses -while the young soldier dined, and Ftoelon and 
his little prince had not a moment for intimate and con- 
fidential intercourse. " To-day, after five years of separa- 
tion," F^nelon wrote sadly on the same afiemoon, " I 
have seen my lord Duke of Burgundy, but Qod has 
seasoned this blessing with very great bitterness." ^ 

But rumour spoke veil of him, and F^nelon rejoiced. 
The King's grandson was an inexperienced boy, and neces- 
sarily incompetent to command an army, but in his first 
assay he had the Uarshal de Boufflers at his elbov, an 
experienced veteran who was content to guide while the 
Prince seemed to hold the reins, and for the time be was 
gracious and had caught the trick of popularity. It was 
an unfruitful campaign for the interests of the naticm, but 
of benefit to the new commander ; and when he returned 
to Versailles F^elon wrote a vigorous appeal to H, de 
Chevreuse to help him to make a fresh start at the 
Court, and not lose by two days' gloom and awkwardness 
all that he had won in his weeks of absence. 

The Prince's second campugn was of equal service to 
his reputation, but there, for a time, his military servioe, 
b^un so auspiciously, came to an end, and five years at 
Court ensued which proved to be full of difBcnlty. The 
Prince's natural temperament was not pliable; he was 
austere in manner, and appeared to be constantly in 
judgment on the frivolities of the Court. This in itself 
was enoi^h to arouse the antagonism of his contempo- 
raries, but the unpopularity which was gradually attached 
to him had a yet more serious cause. He was the most 

' Corrt$pmidiutat dt PMeloii, tL 307. 
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prommant figure before the ejes of the nation aftai the 
King, but vhen tlw King died it was not he, but Hon- 
seigneur the Dauphin, who would wear the crown. The 
pupil of Bosauet had dsreloped very differently &om the 
pujoI of Ftoelon ; he would have made as weak and un- 
prinoipled a king as erer sat on any throne, and even aa 
hear-fq>parent he was a puppet in the hands of a few 
favourites as dissolute but far more competent than him- 
sell These noted the importance of the Duke, who was 
faroured by his grandfather, and made it their bunness 
to injure him in public o|Hnion as fsir as might be. Pro- 
minent in the cabal was Venddme, a man of extnuurdi- 
nary power, one of those freaks of nature who possess 
genius of the highest order and are yet dominated by 
abominable vices ; he was in every way repugnant to the 
Duke, and it may be believed that the aversion was 
mutual The heir-premuuptive had no more dangerous 
enemy than the foremost general in his grandfathet^s 
army, who feared the Puritan influences which might be 
introduced at VenuUes at the death of the King if the 
Dauphin were not strenuously suppnied; and, bdng 
himself a man without religion, mocked at the power 
held by the Archbishop of Cambrai even while he 
dreaded it. 

All the Court knew of VendAme's opposition to the 
Duke and of the reasons for it ; F^nelon knew it at 
Cambrai; doubtless the tonsured gos^ps whispered and 
laughed over it in Rome ; but the King was completely 
tmoonsoious. Never had thwe been a more carious 
instance of his impenetrability nor one more ruinous in 
its resulta It was no wonder that F&ielon, seeking to 
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bshion the model of a king, Tould have Um know \aa 
fiubjeats by free and constant interoouree. It vas in- 
eritable that the ahortoominga of the Kii^ he knew 
should suggest his exhortations to the King he hoped 
some day to see, and, had Louis XIT. attempted to 
attfun to that intimate knowledge of mankind instead of 
TigoToualy shuttii^ his ears to every whisper that oould 
enlighten him, he might have avoided a humiliatii^ and 
disastrous blunder. At the beginning of 1708 he was 
resolved upon a new movement in Flanders to recover 
Che prest^ lost by his unsuooessful support of the 
Pretender, and, that it might be b^;un under the most 
favourable auspices, he gave the command to the Duke 
of Burgundy. There is something sublime in his tm- 
flinohing confidence in the prerogative of royalty. The 
Prince was twenty-six, and had borne a part in two 
oampugnsj but though he displayed the courage and 
spirit which befitted him, there was no reason to believe 
that he possessed conspicuous military genius, and the 
task with which he was entrusted was one of extrune 
difficulty. The allied armies commanded by Harlboroof^ 
and Eugene were centred in Flanders, and it was the 
King's command that his troops should no longer be 
content with maintainix^ the defence of the frontier, but 
should become the aggressors and endeavour to re- 
gain his possessions in Brabant. He was not, it is tnra, 
guilty of the folly of sending the Prince to conduct 
these precarious operations unaided, but with in- 
explicable perversity he selected Yenddme for his coad- 
jutor. The scheme was kept secret till all arrangements 
were concluded, but when it was announced it carried 
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dismay to the heart of every Meod of the young com- 
mander. 

The tvo thuB strangely associated were opposed to 
each other by every natural instinct and every influence 
of development. Venddme possessed a commanding 
presence, combined with an easy bearing which caught 
the fenoy of the troops; he was daring, unprincipled, 
confident. The Prince had none of those graces of 
manner and appearance that smooth the way to popu- 
larity ; he was scrupulous, over-auzious, and consequently 
dilatory. Venddme despised him, and he loathed the 
personal character of his adviser. The result of the 
oampEUgn was easy to foresee, and every circumstance 
seemed to proclaim that disaster was inevitable. " Fire 
and water are not more difTerent, nor more incompatible 
than Monse^eur de Bourgogne and M. de Yend6me," 
wrote Saint-Simon. " After so many losses and mis- 
fortunes, in a dearth of everything, with troops ac- 
customed to doubt the capacity of their generals, and 
who, by reason of misconduct, have got into the habit of 
DflTer oonirontii^ the enemy and of forestalling defeat, 
this sad and unpromising moment does not seem to me 
suitaUe for placing Monseigneur de Bourgogne at the head 
of an anny which thinks it very creditable if it does not 
nm away or be overtaken by any disgraceful disaster." ' 

Assuredly there were no good omens attendant on 
the enterprise. The only consolation that F^nelon or bis 
Mends could evolve from it was the influence which 
the Prince might be able to exercise in the army, which, 
under Veuddme, was abandoned to the most deplorable 

* Sainl-SiMon, xi. p. to6. 
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lioenoe. It is significant of the prqudioes which domi- 
nated Louis XIV. that, divot though he professed to be, 
he feared the assooiation of such a man as Venddme 
irith his grandson less than he feared the Arohbisht^ 
of Cambrai ; onoe again the Prince passed by the doors 
of his friend and tutor, and once again he was forbidden 
to have that moment of confidential intercourse with 
him which both coveted so ardently. Nevertheless, the 
Prince made the most of their public interview. " As he 
sat at dinner in the inn he said aloud that he would 
never forget how very muoh he owed him. Without 
ever whispeiing to him, he hardly spoke to any one else, 
and the eagerness of his glances riveted on the eyes of 
the archbishop — glances appealing for all that the King 
forbade him — were so eloquent, oombined with his first 
words to the archbishop, that all who saw were cuiied 
away, so that the court of the archbishop, despite his 
disgrace, was swelled by the presence of the most exalted 
persons from that time forward, who hurried — on various 
excuses of travel or proximity — to win his present good 
graces and future protection." ' 

It was a critical moment in the life of the young 
Prince, and he and F^elon were fully alive to its im- 
portance. Then, if ever, he needed the direction and 
encouragement of a wise counsellor, and Ftoelon was 
yearning to deliver himself of such advice and wuning 
as might avert impending dangers. But the King's will 
was law, and the King's infatuation would not permit 
his grandson to derive help from such a source. It was 
necessary for both the Duke and the archbishop to be 

' Sainl-Siman, zl. 179. 
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obedient to the letter of the roy&l order, but both seem 
to have felt that the royal perreiHity absolved them firom 
adherence to the spuit of it. F^nelon, having been 
dcaiied adequate opportunity of speech, lost no time in 
-writing to his " little Prince," but his letter has not been 
preserved, and ve can only judge of its purport ftvm the 
reply :— 

"Txi-BROUEmm, May 21, 1708. 
"... I am enchanted irith the counsels that you give 
me in the second part of your letter, and I imploro you 
to renew them whenever you are so Laolined. It seems 
to me, thank God, that I have some part of those smiti- 
ments to which you exhort me, and that, in showing me 
my deficiencies, God will ^ve me the strength to over- 
come and to use those means of grace that you recom- 
mend to me. It seems to me that, conEdderingyou never 
see me, you have no shght knowledge of me. Regarding 
Jansemsm, Z hope, by the grace of God — not as they 
understand it, but as it is understood by the Catholic 
Church — that I shall never fall into the snares that they 
would set for me. I know the heart of their doctrine, 
and I know that it is more Calvinist than Catholic. I 
know that they write with cleverness and reason. Z know 
that they profess the severest morality, that they attack 
all relapses fiercely ; but Z know at the same time that 
they do not always practise it. Ton know the examples 
which are only too frequent. I shall give special atten- 
tion to all that concerns churches and the bouses of the 
clergy ; this is essential, and I shall maintcun absolute 
strictness thereon. I implore you to continue your 
prayers; I have more need of them than ever. Unite 
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them with mine, or rather I vill join mine to yours, for I 
know that herein a bishop is above a prince. You do wisely 
not to come here, and you may see that it is so because 
I did not sleep at Cambrai. You may be sure I should 
haTe done so but for the decisive reasons that prevented 
me. Otherwise I should have been oveijoyed to see you 
during my stay here and to consult you on many matters 
wherein you would have been more competent to advise 
me than any one. You know the friendship for you I 
have always bad, and that I have upheld you through all 
unjust accusations. Be assured that nothing could lessen 
it, and that it will last my hfe," ' 

This letter has been given fully because it is especially 
characteristic of the Prince and of his relations with 
Fenelon. He was on the eve of a campugn which might 
make or mar his own career and was of extreme import- 
ance to the position of France. He held a position calcu- 
lated to turn the head of so young a man, and his brain 
might well have been filled with AurvMng viEions of 
military glories, to the exclusion of all other reflections 
or anxieties. As we read the letter it is not hard to 
understand why the Prince was not popular with his con- 
temporaries. The young men of the day were bred to 
arms, and the traditions of the army pointed to gaiety, to 
gallantry, to an irresponsible pursuit of pleasure, which, 
by its very recklessness, appeals to the imagination; there 
was no posubility of sympathy and fellowship between 
them and one who could sit, surrounded by the ghtter 
and pageantry of battle, and write to an archbishop of the 

' Corrttpondanee de FiiUUm, L 76. 
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condition of his soul and the Bhortcomings of the Jan- 
senistsl 

The story of that disastrous episode is briefly this. 
The Frinoe from the firet was conspicuous for personal 
brftTery, had he held a subordinate positioQ he might have 
distinguisbod himself honourably, but Venddme consis- 
tently opposed his commands and undermined his attempts 
at strat^y, being apparently more desirous that the future 
Dauphin should be dishonoured in the eyes of the nation 
than that the French forces should be Tictorious over their 
foes. He did not even disguise his antf^onism, but had 
the efiontery on one occasion to tell the Prince in pubhc 
" that he was only there on condition of obedience," ' not- 
vithstanding which assertion he did not hesitate to 
assign all possible blame to him. Defeat followed defeat. 
Venddme and the Prince were at cross purposes continu- 
ally, and hampered the movements of the army at every 
turn by their disputes. After the overwhelming disaster 
of Oudenarde the condition of the latter became desperate ; 
the Marshal, not cont^it with counteracting all his efibrts 
in the field, had efTeotually obtuned his disgrace with the 
Ifing, and forsaking that prudence which distinguished 
his personal conduct early in the campaign, the Prince 
gave way to a frivolity and childishness in the pursuit of 
relaxation which, combined with a scrupulous adherence 
to the most puerile conventions of his religion, destroyed 
the remaining fragments of his reputation and of his 
popularity. 

F^elon was sufficiently in touch with the sentiments 
of the Court and nef^ enough to the actual seat of war to 

^ SaintSimMi, x. p. 313, 
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be kept fully informed of the ebb of popular opinioD, and 
he watched with a breaking heart. It had been far 
easier to accept fiulure as a necessary discipline for him- 
self than to see it inflicted on one whom he loved as he 
loved his little Prince ; nevertheless his affection and his 
interest did not blind him, and never did he prove the 
uscerity of his MendshJp more strongly than at this 
decisive moment. 

There are many letters from him which all testl^ to 
his singleness of heart and purpose, letters otmtiuning 
exhortations to energy, to tolerance, to self-forgetflilness, 
to self-control — to all the virtues, in feet, in which the 
young commander was most lacking and of which he 
stood most ia need. But there is one in especial which, 
with its reply, portetys the Duke and F^nelon more 
vividly than any second-hand description. 

F^nelon wrote from Cambru on September 24th, at 
a moment when the outcry against the Prince from all 
sorts and conditions of Frenchmen was loud enough to 
satisfy Vcnddme himself, and would have involved indirect 
insult to the King, but that bis own wrath was so great 
that he would not suifer his grandson to be referred to in 
his presence. And F^elon, though he would have borne 
the burden if he could, though he felt the disgrace and 
humiliation showered on the youi^ soldier as bitterly as 
if it had fallen on himself, yet bad the strength to press 
the lesson home, that the ideal king of his dreams might 
still arise triumphant from the ruin of the Prince's self- 
confidence and pride. He tells him unflinchingly what 
the world is saying of him ; a few days earlier he had 
written with diffidence, hinting that the voice of the mob 
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maj be untruBtvorthy, and the chance to retriere himself 
with competent people, " to do to the end all that an old 
and experienced leader would do to put things to r^hts," ^ 
still remained to hiin ; but the general outcry mlenoed 
such su^eetions of consolation and F&nelon dared to echo 
its denunciations. Under seven heads he sets forth the 
main points in which the Prince has failed, enlai^ing on 
them from his own old experience of the child at 
Versailles. 

'■ Cambrjo, Septtmhtr 24, 1708. 

" Far from wishing to flatter you, Monseigneur, I am 
collecting here all the worst things that are spread about 
the world agfunst you. 

" L It is sud that you are too fastidious, too reserved, 
too limited to a few men who influence you. It must be 
owned that in your childhood I have always found you 
apt to be fastidious, and not to welcome new bees. Al- 
though I am sure that since then common sense and 
right-mindedness have taught you to suit yourself to the 
public, who have a sort of right of easy intrusion on 
their princes, it may chance that there still remains to 
you some vestige of the old habit. But further I cannot 
be astonished that you have shut yourself up more than 
usual at such a time of excitement and difficulty, where 
sides are difficult to choose, and you find every one at 
cross purposes. You are more capable of pleasii^ the 
pubhc than any other prince by your conversation. You 
can be gay, sociable — very charming, if one may dare to 
say so ; your mind is so endowed and so cultivated that 
you oan talk to all and suit yoiuself to each. That is a 

' Contipandaniit tie Ancion, 1- 62, 
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constant attraction vhich depends on yourself only, and 
only costs you a little self-suppression and good-nature. 
Gk>d will give you the strei^th to submit yourself if you 
desire it. ... It is the advantage of great princes that 
those who risk ruin or death for them are recompensed 
by an apt aod gracious vord. The whole army will 
sing your pruses if they find you friendly, genial, and 
kind-hearted. 

" n. It is said, Monseigneur, that you pay too much 
heed to people of email experience, of limited oapaoities, 
and feeble and timid character: they go so far as to 
accuse them of cowardice. I have no idea to whom 
these chaises point ; I imf^ine them to be very unjust. 
They add that, yoiu* own abilities being very superior to 
theirs, you defer too much to their advice, which leads 
you to courses very Httle to your honour. It is probable 
that these reports arise from spite and jealousy. It may 
be, also, that M. de VendSme's adherents have spread 
them, but at any rate, they have become very geoeraL 
You know best how much truth there is mingled with 
the slander. A prince so enlightened as you are is very 
well able to judge the strength and weakness of those 
about you. I know that it may sometimes be better to 
Usten to men who have good sense and true hearts but 
are not brilliant, rather than to others who dazzle you ; 
but a display of confidence should be accommodated in 
some degree to pubUc r^utation. In all this, I am only 
feeling ray way, for in truth I neither know, nor guess, 
on whom these charges fall, 

" III. It is said, Monseigneur, that, as you evidently 
distrusted the reckless counsels of M. de Venddme, yoa 
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have allowed yourself to fall in with them too easily. 
They add, also, that this compltusance has, in some degree, 
alienated the chief commanders, who had hoped you 
would assert your authority, and that you would call 
those who needed it to order. I suppose those who 
speak thus do not realise that you have only yielded to 
the counsels of M. de Yenddme in deference to the wishes 
of the King , 

" IV. Many people hold that you might have attacked 
the enemy in their entrenchments (which yr&te of no 
account) since the 5 th of this month ; that the vacilla- 
tion and discord of the commanders, which reduced 
them to the necessity of awaiting the orders of the King, 
gave the enemies ten days to secure their position. They 
say that formerly you listened too much to M. de 
Tenddme, and on this occasion only, when he seems to 
have been in the right and to have suggested a course 
likely to win you honour, you would not beheve in him. 
For my part, Monseigneur, I think you have shown great 
wisdom not to have risked anything on so hazardous 
a su^estion against the judgment of M. le Mardchal 
de Berwick and the most experienced o£Bcer8 in the 
army. . . . What I hope is that a certain number of 
wise people who understand the ciroumstances thoroughly 
will make the jtistifioation of your action thoroughly 
known. It is not fitting that a great prince such as 
you are should condescend to such explanations ; but I 
hope that there will be persons eager to make them at 
the fitting moments. It is stud on every side that 
Hme. la Duohesse de Bourgogne does marvels in this 
direction, and that her behaviour baa been admired. 
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You see, UoDeeigneur, no rank can place men above 

criticism. 

" V. It is swd, that although jou are grave and re- 
served you waste time vhioh should be given to serious 
matters in frivolity, which is out of place and displeasing 
to the military men. If you need relaxation to rest 
your mind, try to suit it to the great position that you 
fiU, as well as to the inclinations of your age. 

" VI. It is said, Monseigneur, that your deliberations 
are not sufficiently secret, that you take little pains to 
make them so, and that even the enemy can easily dis- 
. cover your intentions, because they are made known in 
your army. I see that the disputes among the general 
officers, in whom you cannot avoid confiding, may be 
largely responsible for the exposure of your resolutions. 
People who are quarrelling become excited, argue, and 
talk one against the other at the expense of all secrecy. 
M. de Venddme has his confidants, who are allowed to 
know eveiything and to talk about everything &om their 
point of view in his defence. It is the case, also, 
Monseigneur, that your eagerness, in conjunction with 
your voice which is by nature somewhat piercing, causes 
you to be heard from a conuderable distance when you 
are excited in a^piment, and in this, when important 
affairs are concerned, you cannot be too careful, for 
secrecy is the very foundation of everything. 

" YII. It is said, Monseigneur, that there is not 
sufficient care taken in your army to discover what the 
enemy are doing. They add that no one takes pains to 
foresee and provide for difficulties, to gain a knowledge 
of the neighbouring districts and all the surrounding 
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country. Long ago, I heard men of experience in such 
matters say tliat M. de Yenddme never attended to these 
details, that he provided for nothing and chanced every- 
thing, that he thought everything possible and easy, and 
vaa often taken unawares; that he would not listen to 
or believe in any one, and that he was just the same 
in Italy as in France, very brave, very daring, and in- 
corri^bly vague." * 

The letter is extended to far greater length, but the 
conclusion is the counsel of the spiritual adviser, rather 
than the man of the world : " I thank Qod, Monseigneur, 
that He makes you feel at such cost to yourself and by 
such sharp lessons that you must distrust yourself, and 
despair of yourself. ' I can do all in Him who strei^hens 
me,' says St. Paul." 

That is the sum, not only of this but of many 
another of F^elon's exhortations, but that is merely the 
moral most consistent with his office and relations to- 
wards the Prince. It is as a testimony to his friendship 
that the foregoing is remarkable. He had realised the 
situation with a practical clearness of vision which pro- 
claims that his mysticism was not incompatible with 
statesmanship ; not only his heart and im^inaUon, but 
his keen intellectual faculties had been centred on the 
young commander throughout the ill-fated enterprise, 
and he had the courage to lay the hateful truth before 
him plaialy and without prejudice. It might have meant 
the severanoe of their ^eudship ; the Prince was resentful 
and humiliated, diagusted with the malevolence which 

' Corrapondanae dt Fiiulim, L S8. 
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had entrapped him, and conscious, probably, that his own 
fulings VQre to some degree responsible. It is in such 
moments that men are least masters of themselves, and 
the Archbishop of Cambrai had no legitimate claim to 
resort to euch unsparing candour. Nevertheless, in his 
reply, the Prince showed himself worthy of the love he 
had inspired ; he defends himself, it is true, for calumny 
had been at work against him, but his defence is mtet- 
spersed with acknowledgment of many failures and mis- 
takes. " You will find me not nearly so good and virtuous 
a man as you believe; you will see only failures and 
relapses, slackness, neglect, and laziness in my most 
important duties; ohangeableness, fastidiousness, pride, 
haughtiness, contempt of mankind ; I am given up to 
individuals, to the world, to life, without having the true 
love for the Almighty above all things, and of my 
ne^^hbour as myself." ^ 

The letter betrays the bitter disappointment that was 
overwhelming its writer; and, in truth, the Duke had 
received a blow from which bis spirits, never very elastic, 
did not recover ; but it was an encouragement to F^nelon 
to persist in his efforts to help and advise him, and the 
cotmsel contained in successive letters from Cambrai is 
the outcome of the reflections of a thoughtful and reli- 
gious man, one who knew the Court, and possessed a 
oertun insight into the mind even of the King himself, 
and, moreover, combined some of the wisdom of a man 
of the world with the instincts of a priest. 

The Prince, a prey to the self-abscnrption which had 
survived the other fulinge of his childhood, did not 
M de FMAm, i. 91. 
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understand the gravity of his own position ; he might 
admit as a general maxim that "no man is above 
eriticism," but he could not seriously believe that a 
subject would have the audacity to attempt to injure 
him with his grandfather. FMelon, on the other hand, 
reidised that the subtle combination of truth and slander 
brought to bear against the Prince, was murmured in 
the most sacred precincts of the palace ; that the King 
had listened and believed and allowed his anger to be 
noiurished by apt and discreet iosinuations, and that, in 
such a case, the King's ai^er might be terrible. " That 
which is certain, Monse^eur," he wrote, " is that you 
have urgent need of caution with the King, and of 
silencing the unreasonable exasperation of the pubHa Tou 
cannot show too much care, respect, attachment, and sub- 
mission in anything you write or do, but it is necessary 
that you should set forth very strong reasons very 
strongly, omittii^ nothing that leaves an opening for 
suspicion on your conduct." ' 

Possibly there was a dearth of very strong reasons 
for the Prince's actions. He had been required to fill an 
office that presented enormous difficulties to Generals of 
double his f^ and of specialised capacity and experience, 
and he had lost his balance. A few loyal supporters 
might have saved him from di^ace, but these had been 
withheld, and he became the scapegoat of the national 
discontent and the King's resentment. And in this hour 
of peril, after ten years during which he had been little 
more ^an a memory, F^elon became once more the 
guide and director of his actions. Their intercourse 

I Oorrttpondanet dt Fi^eUm, L 94, 
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required the most Bonipulous secreoy, for the Tenddme 
faction hated the Archbiahop even more than the Duka 
himself. But F^nelon's adherents were futhfiil, and for 
the time their correspondence was mfdutuned unbroken. 
At length the only course left open to the Prince 
was to return to Court and justify himself before the 
King, and F^eloD, who suspected the weakness of his 
cause, and knew the fiulings of his character, watched 
the event in an agony of suspense. " Dare I suggest to 
you the manner in which you should address the King," 
he wrote, " in his interest, is that of the State, and in 
your own? Tou might b^;in by humbly and openly 
confessing certain things which are perhaps a little 
i^uust you. . . . Ask with the utmost e^emess that 
in the next campaign you may have your revei^ and 
retrieve your damaged reputation. You cannot show too 
much ef^emess on this point, and this great enthusiasm 
will partly acquit you of the indolence of which you are 
accused. Ask to have a General under you who will 
help and teach you without wishing to govern you like a 
child. ... No one ever required so much vigour and 
eagerness as you stand in need of at this crisis. A bear- 
ing which is strong, lively, dignified, and urgent, and yet 
respectful and submissive, will do you infinite good in the 
opinion of the King and of all Europe. If, on the other 
hand, you xre timid and he^tating, the whole world, 
which awaits this decisive moment, will give up all hopes 
of you, and decide that, after having been feeble with 
the army, to the damage of your reputation, you do not 
even dream of retrieving yourself at Court. They will 
picture you shutting yourself up in your own rooms in 
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the comptmy of a selection of flatterii^ women. The 
people still love you enough to desire to see the chanoe 
that would redeem you ; but if you miss the chance you 
fall very heavily. The thing is in your hands. Your 
pardon, HonseigDeur; I write madly, but my madness 
proceeds from too great zeaL In my most presmng 
needs I can only pray, and this I do unceaangly." ^ 

In days when the friends of princes were required to 
be courtiers, such words as these were specially effectuaL 
F^nelon's mysticism and philosophy were forced to yield 
before the e^^mess of liTing hopes and anxieties ; and 
human love, too strong to give him time to calculate 
effects and phrases, inspires his rapid pen. " Your par- 
don, Honseigneur, I write madly ! " that is the hurried 
after-thought, when a remembrance of his little Prince's 
great inheritance occurred to him. 

The reception which the Duke of Biugundy met with 
on his return might well have made him reckless. The 
Vend6me cabal were waitii^ with malignant satisfaction 
for the false step that should send him headlong to 
irremediable ruin. But though they had not scrupled to 
assure the King that the Prince's mind was still full 
of the teaching that the author of TiUmaquc had g^ven 
him, and were secure of rekindlii^ the royal anger if 
they breathed the name of F^elon, they did not realise 
that the Prince could stiU appeal to the wise judgmeDt 
of the exiled priest who, in his solitude, had seen how 
the dastardly conspiracy, more potent at Vers^Ues thim 
it had been in Flanders, might be confounded, and who 
inspired the resolute and manly candour with which the 
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Duke of Butgundy redeemed his honour and surprised 
the world vhen he was once more brought face to iace 
irith bis grandfather. 

It is phun that F^nelon perceived the defect of the 
training he himself had g^ven his pupiL The maximB 
of Saint-Sulpioe had required greater modification to fit 
the heir of France, and they had taken deeper root than 
could have been predicted. F^nelon's letters to the 
Prince after his return to Court are in curious contrast 
to those intended for the youi^ soldiers and courtiers 
with whom he corresponded, and prove that the Prince 
needed to cultivate the balance of mind which makes 
piety practical, rather than piety itself. 

"The Little Prince reasons too much and does too 
little. His deepest studies end in futile resolves and 
vague speculations. He should see other men, study them, 
imderatand them, without revealing himself, learn to talk 
firmly, and have a quiet authority. Idle amusement 
dissipates thought, impairs the mind, degrades the whole 
man, and is contrary to the deigns of God." ' Such 
was F^nelon's unsparing criticism of one on whom he had 
centred the deepest sympathy and interest of his life, 
and it ^tinguishes the chief blemish of the Prince's 
character. His private conduct was morally irreproach- 
able, but the puerile frivolity which had made his father, 
the Dauphin, contemptible, was sometimes to be traced 
in him, while the net result of his reading and medita- 
tion seemed to amount to very Uttle, and tempted the 
world to ridicule his rigorous and somewhat theatrical 
habits of self-discipline. From the worldly and practical 

' Corrapondanee de Findon, Tol I. 141, to i» Cbevrense, Jcnnuj 171 1. 
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point of viev his life was a failure ; he spent it in labori- 
ous preparation, and those who loved him predicted a 
great future for him, but in actual performance he 
accomplished very little. His lack of gemaUty cancelled 
the good effect his example might have had, his influence 
with the King was not strong enough to take effect in 
anything important, and even his intervention in the 
disputes among the bishops was of too temporising and 
tentative a nature to be decisive. Death silenced the 
sanguine expectations of his supporters; he lived to be 
Dau{d)in only, but even while he lived the Chevalier 
de Ramsai describes how popular Cambrai became as a 
stopping-place for gentlemen of high degree, who had 
suddenly perceived what pleasure and instruction might 
be derived from the conversation of the exiled Arch- 
bishop, who was also the friend of the future King. 

F^nelon accepted such attentions with simplicity ; 
when he held interest he had never favoured those who 
flattered him, and if it should be given him once more, 
he saw no reason to reconsider his use of it. But the 
King was past seventy, and the time had come when it 
was legitimate to hope that the exile's years of patient 
endurance were near their end, and better days dawning 
for himself and for the nation. The hope proved illusive 
— the new Dauphin had hardly grown accustomed to 
his title when the mortal illness of his young wife over- 
whelmed him with grief, and a few days after her death 
he fell ill himself He had been summoned to Marly 
(it is characteristic of the discipline at Court that neither 
sorrow nor ^ckness absolved him from obedience), and 
he went, though he seems to have beHeved that the 
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journey was destined to be his last. A similar premoni- 
tion took possesion of F^nelon, and with the threatened 
disappointment of his dearest hopes, that optimism — 
which was almost a part of his religion, and which he 
had always relied on for support when the clouds hung 
thickest — fuled him ; his love of his country was not 
shaken, but in mourning over her misfortunes he learned 
to attribute them to the shortcomings of individuals, 
to tbe cancer of greed and vice and petty tyranny that 
had spread through every department of the State, and 
to anticipate a judgment on her such as had descended 
on the offendii^ nations of Holy Writ. 

" For a loi^ time I have had terrible fears for him," 
he wrote on the first news of the illness of the Dauphin ; 
" if God be no longer enrf^ed against France, he will 
recover, but if the wrath of God be not appeased, there 
is much to fear. I can ask nothing. I tremble, and I 
cannot pray. Send me word how he is ; you know my 
anxiety. May the Lord have pity on us 1 " * 

This is the expression of a state of mind into which 
F^nelon had never been betrayed by the heaviest per* 
Bonal misfortune. It was the darkest moment of his life, 
for the God who was ever in his thoughts, the loving 
Father to whom it was his chief desire to direct his 
fellow - creatures, had become a meiiacing and awful 
Deity, before whom he fell, trembUng and sUent To 
him such a condition meant despair, and his faith de- 
hvered him from it. " I begin to hope that Uonseigneur 
le Dauphin will not die," he wrote the day follow- 
ing. " I have found it easy to pray for him, which was 

' Corrt^Hindanee At Findon, 111. 370. 
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not the caae at the begiimmg. Yet there ia a fear in 
the bottom of my heart that God's anger against France 
is not appeased." ' 

This was written on Monday, February 16th. At 
midnight the following Thursday the Dauphin died, and 
even those who had been moat ready to criticise re- 
garded his deatb as a national calamity. " God thinks 
differently from men," was F^elon's comment. " He 
destroys that which He seems to have made expressly 
for His glory." * Truly it was hard to find {my consola- 
tion, save in the resigoatioB that his religion taught, for 
there was nothing to mitigate the darkness that en- 
veloped the prospects of the nation. The Dauphin's 
eldest son only survived his father a few days, the 
younger (Louis XV.), was an infant of a few months old, 
and, as the King had passed bis seventieth year, it was 
inevitable that France should soon be plunged into the 
chaos of a long minority. 

F^nelon was not destined to witness the disasters 
that awaited her, but he foresaw and dreaded them ; his 
friends attempted to seize the opportunity and work 
upon the Kii^ in his hour of grief to summon the exile 
back to Ck>UTt, but F^elon himself accepted the failure 
of their efforts with indifference. On one point only was 
he still vulnerable : he knew that a long series of letters 
which be had written to his little Prince would now fall 
into other hands, and it was intolerable that they should 
be read by the %ht of over-mastering prejudice. To 
deUver them he was moved to do that which he had dis- 
duned to do for fifteen years — appeal to the influence 

> CormptMdanee de Fimlon, Ui. 2;a * Ibid. lli. 175. 



id By Google 



388 FENELON 

o£ Mme. de Maintenou. EveD in this he f&iled. Mme. 
de Maintenon, todeed, incited by M. de Beauvilliers, 
seems to have done her utmost, but the ban of the 
King's displeasure was as comprehensive as it was 
inexorable. 

" I wished to return to you all that has been found 
of youi« and of Mooseigneur de Cambrai," she wrote to 
the Duke ; " but the King desired to bum them himself. 
I confess that I regretted it deeply, for nothing finer or 
more excellent was ever written. If the prince we are 
mourning had any faults, they were not due to flattery or 
over-diffidence. One may rest assured that those who 
walk upr^htly are never confounded." ' 

The trite conclusion is characteristic of the writer, 
and it is easy to believe her testimony that the letters 
were worth preservii^. But their value was only an 
additional reason for their destruction. It was not 
desirable that such witnesses to the honour of the man 
whom the King hated should be left for the enlighten- 
ment of future generations. 

No system of self-suppression could kill the personal 
ambition which (in a pure and yet definite form) had 
been an abiding influence in F^nelon's character. But it 
did not survive the Prince's death; thenceforward his 
anxieties were for his country only, and his experience 
of the King's self-absorption and indiflerenoe to the 
future drove him to the borders of desptur. " If human 
prudence can be of any avul," he wrote to M. de 
Chevreuse, "it requires that use should be made of 
every moment from the present to establish a guardian- 

' Correipoadanet de Pitidtm, L I77i 
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ship and education for the young Prince which would be 
alieadj instituted should we have the misfortune to lose 
the King. It is urgently demanded in the name of 
his honour, his renown, and his love for his people and 
the royal family that he should take every measure 
prompted by human wisdom with this intent. Not to 
put this matter before all else is to expose the State and 
the Church to the most desperate dai^rs. There must 
be an attempt to convince Mme. de Muntenon and all 
the Ministers of this by the r^ht methods, that they 
may do their utmost with the Eii^. The Father Con- 
fessor should enter upon it also with all possible force, as 
being in the obvious interest of religion. Very much 
might be said on this point, but you are more competent 
than I ; I have neither time nor strength. I pray that 
our Lord may inspire yoiL We have never been in so 
great a need." ^ 

There was no T^;uenes8 dther in his forebodii^ or 
in the measures he proposed to counteract them. His 
grief only made his vision clearer ; his independence of 
any personal interest gave him a power which was im- 
possible to those who were themselves at the centre of 
affairs. As formerly he had realised without seeing the 
shameless band who gathered rotmd the feeble figure of 
the Dauphin and stirred him up to jealousy and hatred 
of his son, who wove a net of oonspirat^ and slander to 
drag down a prince whose chief offence was hatred of 
the vices his persecutors loved; so now, among the 
throng that came and went and whispered and intrigued 
among the foiling glories of Versailles, he could dis- 

1 QtrTttp<»KianM it Pindon, L 174- 
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tinguisb those vhose murmurs bad the tinge of treason, 
whose voices, when the time came that they might 
dare to lift them, would call down ruin and disgrace on 
France. 

" There is everything to be feared from the Huguenot 
party, the Jans^iist party, the discontented of every 
class, from the princes left out of the regency, from 
creditors paid and unpaid, from numbers of undisdplined 
troops . . . ; one way or another there is a poicerfut party 
ready made for a prince who may bo anxious to satisfy 
either revenge or ambition." 

M. de Berri, joui^i;est of the Sing's grandsons, was a 
dai^rous factor in the genial confrision. Not from his 
own pretenEdons, for he was as contemptible and fatuous 
a creature as his father, but because he had married the 
dai^hter of the Duke d'Orleaos, the famous Regent, and 
was completely in his power. F^nelon's one desire was 
to see a Council of Regency, chosen from those wise and 
ezperioiced statesmen who still remained to steady the 
tottering fortunes of the kingdom, firmly established 
while the King still lived. But the King's unconquer- 
able dislike to contemplating his own decease and its 
results frustrated every attempt in this direction, a state 
of afiurs on which Ftoelon, who r^arded death with 
more resolution, found it difSoult to calculate. " It seems 
to me to be much to the purpose that the good Duke 
(M. de Beauvilliera) should see Mme. de Maintenon; 
that, to establish confidence between them, he should 
talk openly, laying all these things before her to obtidn 
her assistance. 

" It is just this that will call down the blessing of 
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God and the gratitude of all Franoe upon her; it is 
vorking for the peace, the glory, and the irel&re of the 
King. If the King fuls in this confusion, she will have 
everything to regret It is no true endeavour to comfort 
and support the King, to spare him certain painful and 
distresrang details every day. Thorns will spring up 
every hour under his feet; they can only be prevented 
by plucking them out. It is immediate peace, the sup- 
presfflon of the Jansemst party, the regulation of finance, 
the careful reform of the army, the establishment of a 
wise council, authorised and recognised, as soon as pos- 
sible, which can bring settled peace to the Eii^ and 
support the kingdom in spite of so many dangers. We 
shall owe everything to Mme. de Maintenou if she can 
so direct the King. . . . 

"The good Duke should express all the gratitude 
due to the former good offices of Mme. de Haintenon. 
... I do not think that Mme. de Hiuntenon is inspired 
by grace, or even with pre-eminent prudence. But how 
can we tell what God intends ? At times He makes use 
of the feeblest tools — at least for the prevention of mis- 
fortune. There must be an attempt to himiour and still 
speak the truth to Mme. de Maintenon. God's will be 
done in all things." 

The advice was good ; but F^uelon's influence on 
politics, direct or indirect, was a thing of the past. He 
undervalued the difficulties of the King's temperament, 
a^ravated by advancii^ years. Perhaps, in the bitter- 
ness of memory, he over-estimated the power wielded by 
Mme. de Muntenon. And the calunities which he would 
fain have warded off swept down on France. The young 
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King grew up degenerate, the State was almost bankrupt, 
every department of the Government was the prey of 
corrupt and unscrupulous courtiers, the Janseiiists and 
the rebellious Cardinal became a recognised power in 
the Church, and the disbanded soldiery devastated the 
country districts. But fate spared F^elon at length, for, 
when these things came to pass, he was already in his 
grave. 
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CHAPTER III 

FBOH CAUBRM TO TEBSAILLES 

MuoB has been recorded and much imaged regardii^ 
the reign of Louis XTV., but its greatness, muTersally 
acknowledged as it is, proves on close scrutiny to be so 
£ar incomplete, that its result may be traced in the chaos 
of 1789 rather than in the illufiive glories that amazed 
the Torld a century earlier. The halo that surrounded 
the Great King is ratJier the result of a peculiar &culty 
of impressiTeness, that exalted him in the eyes of those 
immediately about him and so secured his reputation 
with the many who were content to accept a popular 
belief than the effect of any deliberate effort of his own. 
It is a curious paradox ; for it is the witness of these 
satellites which convicts him of a thousand unworthy 
weaknesses, and yet it is their admiration that originally 
set him on the pinnacle where, in defiance of all attacks, 
he still remains in isolated dignity. There were men 
among his faithful and devoted servants who are superior 
to any accusation of self-interest, but who were bound to 
him by the claim of a personality which, while it domi- 
nated them, did not blind them to his faulta Such as 
these were the prop and mainstay of the Court that 
assembled at Versulles and Fontainebleau, though they 
did little to enhance its gfuety, and such as these were 
also the links between F^nelon, the exile who had never 
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loved the King, and the vortex of influence and power 
towards whioh he oast many a backward glanoe of lon^ng, 
and from which he was debarred for ever. 

The deprivation to which his banishment oondemned 
him was much more, however, than the bUghttng of 
ambition ; compensation for such a regret as that would 
have come in threefold measure if the King's grandson 
had lived to wear the orown. But there was no remedy for 
the loss of the sympathy and friendship his earlier years 
had broi^ht him — the daily intercourse with minds that 
reflected his own thoughts and yet inspired and exhila- 
rated him. He had, it is true, his little circle of adherents 
in his palaoe at Cambrai, and they were the solace and 
consolation of his life; but all their loyalty and thrar 
many high and admirable qualities could not make them 
his intellectual equals ; they wen bis dis(uples rather than 
his comrades, and therefore oould not give him the 
stimulus which he had berai wont to daim fr«m the most 
gifted men and women of the day. It is easy to over- 
look, it is impossible to over-estimate the effect of the 
calamity. F^elon was in the flower of his manhood and 
at the zenith of his capacities ; he possessed the gift of 
language in a degree which impresses itself on the most 
unlettered of his readers, and his bnun was a mine of 
learning and im^ination. What he had written when 
he left, the Court was recc^nised rather as a si^gestion 
of future achievement than as a present claim on reputa- 
tion ; and, had he been a man of letters only, it is in- 
disputable Uiat success of the most permanent and 
aatis^^g order lay within his reach. But, as the world 
regards it, F^nelon never grasped success; he was a 
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^lendid failure, but failure is written over every notable 
oltapter of his life. Amid the flashing of keen wits, the 
conflict of eager argument, his mind must have been 
stirred to the effort of creation and the world have been 
the richer ; but, either because the severance of his life 
cut him off from all incentive, or the fatigue of oontro- 
vetBj had sapped his energy, or loneliness and disappoint- 
ment had withered all ambition, the years at Cambrai 
left his literary promise tmfulfilled, and not till near the 
eitd, when the treason of Cardinal de Noailles had stirred 
him to burning indignation, did he give proof once more 
of the fitoulty of ezpresuon which with him was a natural 



His loss may be measured by the loss to those he 
left belund. Experience sanctions the cynical oonolnuon 
that the blank left by an individual, however indispen- 
sable he may have seemed in his own eyes and the eyes 
of others, is soon bridged over and forgotten in the stress 
and rivalry of human life ; but, in the case of F^elon, it 
is fooved by the geoerous fidelity of his Mends that their 
need of him was a need that could not be extinguished 
by considerations even of self-interest and expediency. 
To remain his friend was to risk di^race as complete as 
his; nevertheless there was a definite section of those 
nearest to the King, and most dependent on royal favour, 
who were as loyal in their friendship as though the 
Archbishop of Cambrai was singled out by the nu^c 
smiles of royalty. The fact is as much to his oredit as 
to theirs, for the hold which the spiritual force of his 
character attained over such men as de Chevreuse and 
de Beanvilliers made it inevitable. The latter had oome 
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very near to paying the penalty which was requited of so 
many others for his oppomtion to the opinions of the 
King; he was a natural object of suspidon, because it 
was primarily due to him as GoTomor to the Duke of 
Burgundy that F^nelon had oome to Court, and wben 
tha royal disapproval was pronounced ^jfainst his ool- 
lef^e the King looked to him for a vehement disavowal 
of sympathy with the offendii^ priest. He looked in 
vain. De Beauvilliers was prepared to deny belief in the 
Quietist doctrine, and to pledge himself that no whisper 
of such heresy should reach his charge's ears, he was 
ever ready to temporise; but, though the claim of his 
office might command bis silence, he watched ceaselessly 
for the opportunity that might be used in F^nelon's 
interest, and periodically made sincere though fruitless 
efforts to obtun the remission of his sentence. The 
King gave evidence of his sagacity in overlooking de 
Beauvilliers' offence in this matter; for the Duke was 
worthy of his reputation for honour and integrity, and 
bis moral character bad earned the especial r^ard of 
Mme. de Muntenon, whose friendship he shared with 
bis brother-in-law, de Chevreuse. Saint-Simon reoorda 
that it was her habit to dine once or twice weekly at the 
house of one or other of these two, in an intimacy that 
would not admit of the presence of servants at the meal. 
Before his banishment Fenelon was the most welcome 
guest at these austere festivities. It was a privil^e 
which Mme. de Maintenon seldom extended to any 
but the chosen four on whose friendship she relied ; but 
the presence of F^nelon proved rather an inspiration than 
a check to their confidential intercourse, and when bis 
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place knew him no more, and it was vun to hope that he 
would ever t^aui break in on the limitations of thftt 
small circle, the bonda that held them together broke, and 
the resentment of those who had been true to the exile 
raised a barrier that, divided them from the King's wife. 

De Beauvilliers was sto)ng enough to be independent of 
her good gracea Having weathered the storm of Quietism, 
bis position m^ht have been invulnerable, but he vras so 
far possessed by the spirit of moderation that his most 
cherished opinions never bebrayed him into rash expression. 
It has been seen that this prudence earned him a certain 
measure of contempt from F^nelon ; but an earnest wish 
to serve the King was incompatible with recklessness of 
speech or action, and it is possible that if de Beauvilliers 
had not condescended to practise the personal discretion 
which his friend disdained, the nation would have been 
the poorer by the loss of his wise influence, and F^elon 
himself have suffered by the severance of his strongest 
link to the Duke of Burgundy. It seems to have been 
accepted that the judgment of the tutor was more valu- 
able than that of the governor in all that affected their 
common charge. From Cambrai F^elon gave constant 
and detailed counsel r^arding the best methods of train- 
ii^ a prince whose nominal period of trainii^ had 
elapsed, with a confidence which seems to indicate that 
de Beauvilliers recognised the master-influence in him. 
Nevertheless, their friendship reflected the character of the 
Duke rather than that of F&elon, and it is expressed in 
their correspondence, which was voluminous. The vanity 
of human wishes, the necessity of resignation, and the 
expediency of teaching the young Prince to consider the 
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needs of others more than the grandeur of his ovn pac- 
tion — these are the topics vhich occupy the thoughts of 
F^elon. Those flashes of vit, of sentiment, of passionate 
r^et, that give so many of his letters the human living 
touch, are absent when he writes to his former colleague. 
For the most part he is as wise, as even-tempered, as 
judicious as de Beauvilliers himself. There is a flaw of 
sympathy somewhere, and it may be traced to the chief 
defect in the Duke's character. De Chevreuae, who knew 
him best, recognised and deplored it with a candour of 
which F^elon (who never spared his Mends when crili- 
(usm might invoke amendment) was never guilty. 

"Tou know the good Duke thoroughly," wrote de 
Chevreuse ; " he overcomes bis natural timidity so far as 
he oan, and I could ^ve instances of courage and resolu- 
tion which in him mean heroism. If they oould bo 
habitual, and he did not despEur so easily and give up his 
attempts to overcome a prejudice against him, he would 
reach, or rather would have reached, an ascendancy which 
no one could have disputed, and which would have been 
of infinite serrioe to the State." ^ 

But the good Duke, in spite of his many strong and 
admirable qualities, never did master the failing which 
those who loved him best admitted, and therefore missed 
the ascendancy that might have been of infinite service 
not only to the State, but to the friend whom fate had 
made the victim of royal prejudice. That there were 
reservations in F^nelon's confidence towards him is 
evident, and in this lies the explanation. 

With de Chevreuse it was otherwise. There was not 

> O orr t^ imdaMt dt Findcn, L lol, April 1709. 
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one of th(»e whom F^Del(m left behind him at the Court 
vho meant so much to him, or one more worthy of his 
friendship. His name is inseparably linked with that of 
de BeauTilliers in all the memoirs of the time. Family 
ties strengthened the deep affection that united them, 
and whether for criticism or priuse they are coupled 
as though they had every thought and sentiment in 
common ; but, in fact, de Chevreuse, in his relations with 
F^elon at any rate, has Tery definite individuality. 

Their connection had no o£Sci&l basis, for de Cher- 
reuse held no recognised portion in the household of the 
Prince, and as his home was in Picardie, within easy 
reach of the diocese of Cambrai, F^elon's di^;race did 
not completely separate them. 

If it could be said with truth that F^elon knew 
de Beauvilliers thoroughly, the same assertion might be 
made with even greater emphasis regarding de Chevreuse. 
The charm, the gentleness, and the great intellectual 
attainments of the latter, which Saint^imon describes, 
appealed especifdly to F^elon when he was smarting 
from Bossuet's violent hostility ; but he recognised in these 
very atudnments a subtle danger f^^ainst which he did not 
heffltate to warn their possessor. Perhaps because he was 
himself in constant conflict with a like temptation, he is as 
ei^r to deprecate independent investigation of religious 
d(^;ma as St John or Thomas k Kempis. " Let me impress 
OQ you that, without knowing it, you veiy often yield to 
your natural inclination towards argument and ouriouty. 
It is a life-long habit, which influences you unconsciously 
and almost perpetually.' . . , Our philosophy must give 
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place to the simplicity of the Gospels. Blessed are the 
poor in spirit — from vhich I infer : Woe to the f^fted, to 
the wiseacres who absorb so much knowledge, and to the 
philosophers who are confident in themselves, to the 
minds who would probe everything and gloat over their 
powers as a miser on his wealth. ' I thank Thee, O Father, 
that Thou hast hidden these secrets from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.' ^ . . , Self- 
willed and anxious search after a certainty which is not 
possible is manifestly an instinct of nature, not of grace ; 
you cannot be too much on your guard t^ainst it." * 

The nature of these warnings seems to reveal the char- 
acter of their object. The sjnritual instincts of de Chev- 
reuse were predominant, and developed year by year, but 
he had too keen and penetratii^ a brain to submit easily 
to the passive acceptance of dogma which the Boman 
Church demanded ; in his youth he had touched on the 
perilous borders of Jansenism, he shared et^erly in the 
speculations of Mme. Guyon, and in later life F^elon's 
influence was his chief defence t^^nst the intellectual 
allurement of fresh heresies. In his warnings FMelon 
proved himself a true pupil of S&int-Sulpice ; he had 
himself been schooled to obedience, and had proved his 
loyalty at the cost of hitter humiliation, and even when 
he knew that his exhortations would come directly into 
conflict with aspirations and endeavours that in them- 
selves were pure and laudable, he attempted to maintain 
the spirit of the motto, Scientia In/lai. 

It is difficult for those who love the memory of 
FMelon not to deplore the narrow b%otry which had 

■ Oont^ondanae de Finden, L 33. ' Ibid., L 14. 
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poTer to shackle him ; but for his priesthood, he might 
perhaps have braved the danger that is incurred by all 
who give free licence to their thoughts, and enriched the 
world with the firuit of Ms deep and earnest meditations. 
But the value of his priesthood to a priest of the Roman 
Churoh is a fotoe wholly beyond all ordinary calculation ; 
he is trained to the saeerdotal theory till it becomes an 
inherent instinct, inseparable horn his faith, and to 
violate it is to violate the veiy fabric of his being. 
Therefore F^elon, forbidden to explore the r^ons of 
speculation and research, was brought back to a per- 
sonal strivii^ after spirituality so intense in its concen- 
tration that it is imposmble to realise it by the %ht of 
common experience ; and to the few to whom he revealed 
himself, he could write nothing and say nothing which 
does not bear the hall-mark of that seoret influence. 

" Never man possessed his soul in peace as he did," 
wrote Saint-Simon of de Chevreuse. If that were a true 
destniption, it is not wonderful that he was sii^led out 
by F^elon as the friend that was most necessary to him, 
for — do what he would to irain himself — peace never 
came into the soul of F^elon. His was not a nature to 
which peace was possible, life had too strong a hold upon 
him ; and the holiness to which he did attun was won at 
the cost of constant warfare against worldly and ambi- 
tious instincts. Association with de Chevreuse meant 
calmness and refreshment, and F^elon gave in return 
a i^rmpathy which the Duke and Dut^ess knew how to 
value; for he had the power of understanding sorrows 
he had not experienced, and of giving comfort that bore 
the touch of comprehenmon. There is a special instance 
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of it at the death of the ChevalieT d' Albert, a promisiiig 
young soQ of M. de CheTreuse, vho vas personally dear 
to F^nelon: even in the first rush of grief he diatin- 
guifihes betveen that ^rhich will be felt by father and 
mother. "I am sure that you will carry this cross in 
peace, and that you have already made your sacrifice to 
Qod of this dear child which it has pleased Him to take 
back. But I grieve for the tender heart of Mme. la 
Duchesse, although I do not doubt that she yields to the 
will of God ; yet I fear that her heart must suffer much, 
and I pray our Lord to comfort her." ' That was his 
first greeting to them, and when another and more bitter, 
althoi^h secret phase of sorrow, succeeded, they turned 
agfun to him. It was a disdpated age, and the young 
man, who had died gallantly in battle, had lived as reck- 
lessly as his contemporaries, thus leaving a hidden wound 
in the hearts of those who mourned him. F^nelon, in 
spite of the austerity with which it was his custom to 
confront the vices of the ^e, in spite of the sternness 
with which he repudiated the easy confidence in God's 
mercy that ensnares so many, brought healing even to 
such pun as this in a spirit of lai^e-hearted tolerance 
that is as unexpected as it is welcome. " Tou must not 
^ve way too much to distressing thoughts. The frailty 
of such early youth in a life so full of diversion is not so 
poisonous as some sensual vices which are refined into 
the di^uise of virtues in ]ater lifa God sees the clay of 
which He has moulded us, and has pity on His poor 
children. Besides, although the force of nature and 
example may lead a yoimg man in some d^ee astray, 

' CoTTOfOWliMet de Fttidon, i. 30. 
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-we can, notvithBtanding, say what the Church says in 
the prayers of the dying, ' Nevertheless, God, lus hope 
and trust vas in Thea' A foundation of faith and re- 
li^ous principles which has been overwhelmed by the 
excitement of passions is stirred in a moment by immi- 
nent danger. Such an extremity as this routs all life's 
illusions, lifts a sort of veil, reveals Eternity, and recalls 
the realities that have become shrouded. However little 
God may seem to be working in that moment, the first 
instinct of a heart that has ever been accustomed to 
Him is to throw itself on His mercy. Neither time nor 
exhortations are needed for Him to be felt and beard. 
To Magdalene He said but the one word, ' Mary,' and she 
replied to Him but that other word, ' Master ' ; and no 
mote was needed. He called His child by her name, 
and she was already returned to Him. That inefiable 
appeal is all-powerful : a new heart and a new soul are 
born in the inmost being. Weak men who can only see 
the surface desire preparation, definite ritual, spoken re- 
solves. God needs only a moment wherein He can do 
all and see that it is done." ^ 

In no passage of his writings does the infinite tender- 
ness of Fdnelon's nature find such pure expression as in 
this : the lad who had g<me forth full of the joy of living, 
careless of danger alike to soul or body, had vanished 
out of s^ht without a word to reassure those whom he 
left behind that the religion which to them was every- 
thing had been anything to him, without a moment for 
those priestly ministrations which to the Roman Catholic 
are of such limitless importance. Yet Fusion the priest, 

' Corrttpandamie dt PtntUm, L 31. 
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BtroDg in his belief in the sacerdotal power, showed that 
he oould go beyond and above it to the stronger truth of 
God's infinite love and mercy, and give assurance of a 
hope which the mourners had not dared to cherish for 
themselves. 

Saint-Simon, who was a staunch admirer of de 
Beauvilliers, recorded and deplored that to him and to 
de Chevreuse F^nelon was to the last "the soul of 
thdr soul, the mind of their mind." This again was 
especially the case with de Chevreuse: no subject was 
too intimate or domestic for the advioo of the Arch- 
bishop; the matrimonial affurs of his numerous family 
are discussed with a curious amount of det^, and 
F^elon, in replying on these and other matters of the 
Duke's personal business, shows conspicuous discretion 
in concerns that are purely worldly, even when he ex- 
horts him to put such cares aside and g^ve more of 
his Uioughta to spiritual things. In fact, F^elon's 
practical interest in the lives of his friends is second 
only to his eagerness in politics; in both he was keen 
and far>seeing, and all his natural aptitudes fitted hjm 
to steer his way amid the stir of rivalry and whisper- 
ings of rumour. These were the chief dangers in the 
life of court and city, and that F^nelon did not come 
to port in safety is due — in so far as he is himself 
responsible for shipwreck — to the power that Mystidsm 
exercises over her votaries, a power unknown to the 
vast majority who never hear the summons, but illi- 
mitable in its dominion where it has once attained 
ascendancy. F^uelon, it must be remembered, had his 
way to make; he could not hold aloof from all dis- 
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cussioD and competition aa did de Cherreuse. The latter 
stood high among the peers of France and was enriched 
by his marrif^e, and, being so endowed, his character 
and talents made bim pre-eminent at Court, and left 
him free to ignore its inconsistencies. F^elon, on the 
other hand, was forced t^ circumstances to be definite ; 
there were many proceedings customary at Court which 
were not, to say the least, compatible with the con- 
stant spiritual communitin that he had taken as his 
ideal, and his attitude towards these things was one of 
unmitigated censure — Id this connection, at least, he had 
no tolerance for human nature's weakness. Others saw 
and deplored the same abuses, and were silent. Racine 
was, by nature, hardly less religious, but he stifled his 
instincts because he loved both King and Court. He 
described himself as " a man who spent his life think- 
ing of the King, studying the great actions of the EJng, 
imparting to others his own feeling of love and admira- 
tion for the £ing," ' and here unconsciously he unveiled 
a truth, for thus and thus only was it possible for a 
man of pure morality to share the life of Versulles and 
Marly without perpetually doing violence to his better 
nature. To love the King was to be ma^cally blinded, 
and F^nelon'a eyes remained clear and observant, though 
he held that open denunciation of the evil was not 
within his province. 

The silence of de Beauvilliers was only a compro- 
mise, and de Chevreuse, when F^nelou was gone for 
ever, paid little heed to the allurement of a society 
whose corruption he had already realised. None of the 

^ Corrafoadainee <U Saeint, Appendix, lett. 6. 
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three made open effort to reform it. They were outirardly 
far less streouons, far leas sanguine in the cause than 
Mme. de Muntenon; yet their presence, it may be, 
did more to induce a spirit of purity and self-restriunt 
tium could be effected by the most vehement crusade. 
The isolation in vhioh each one, by the power of his 
personahty, -was placed amid the throng of dissipated 
triflera vas in itself a rebuke, and there is something 
in the position that, even now, lays hold on the ima^njt* 
tion, aa it must have arrested obserration at the time. 
It is difficult to realise the reaction that would have , 
supervened on the succession of the younger Dauphin, 
save by a study of the conditions of Whitehall when 
Cromwell reigned there, and such reforms as could satisfy 
the friends of F^nelon would seem to have required the 
outward and visible signs of revolution to prepare their 
way. The Court of France as it might have been 
remains only a fruitful topic for speculation ; what it 
was at its most favourable period affords illimitable 
scope for wonder. 

" The r^;ret at never hearii^ reasonable conversation 
is almost enough to kill me," wrote Mme. de Maloteuon 
to de Noulles; "for eight days I have had no relief. 
The pea-chapter still lasts ; the lon^ng to eat them, the 
pleasure of having eaten them, and the del^ht of eating 
them again, are the three points that have onga^^ our 
jnrinces for four days. There are ladies who, having 
supped with the King, and supped well, have peas to 
e^ at home in defiance of indigestion: it is a feshion, 
a rage — and one thing follows another. You have some 
strange lambs, Monseigneur." And Mme. de Maintenon 
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TTOte from Marly, vhere only those whom the King 
esteemed most highly were admitted. It was well for 
the young priQa&-~depriTed of F^elon's oounael, and 
confronted by the nudity of de Beauvilliers — that he 
could turn to the friendship of de GheTrouso instead 
of beii^ thrown on such society as this, and it was 
well that the friendship of the two dukes allowed no 
rivalry between them, for de Chevreuse, having none 
of t^t official authority which de Beauvillierg never 
relinquished, possessed a closer influence over the real 
inclinations of the Prince. It is to him rather than to 
the established governor that F^nelon pours forth his 
yearning anxiety concerning his pupil's welfare — his high 
ideal for him, his misgivings as to its attainment " If 
the little prince does not see the necessity of becoming 
firm and vigorous, he will make no real advance ; the 
time has come to be a man. The life of the country 
where he is, is a life of weakness, of indolence, of 
cowardice and relaxation. Let him become more and 
more humble beneath the Hand of God; but stroi^ 
before the eyes of men. It is for him to win love and 
fear and respect for a goodness that is one with 
power." ^ 

Such is the ofr-repeated burden of F^nelon's letters 
in the darkest days of the Prince's life, when the great 
cabal i^ainst him was most potent and most threaten- 
ing. And de Chevreuse, who was endowed with infinite 
tact and personal charm, was eminently fitted to be the 
channel for such exhortations and rebuke. The interest 
of local dangers, of general politics, and of new and 

> Comtpandaaee de Findon, 1 13^ July 1710. 
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audacious heresies — keen as was Fusion's partioipatjon 
in them all — palea before the pre-emiBent interest of 
the Prince's mental and spiritual development ; and there 
is little opportunity of judging what the correspondence 
of de Cherreuse with the archbishop would have been 
without that absorbing topic, for the death of the Duke 
followed closely on that of the Dauphin, and F^elon 
and de fieauTilliers were left to face the ruin of their 
hopes and labours, without the imconquerable optimism 
of de CheTreuse to support them. 

The great distinction of the correspondonce between 
the two dukes and F^elon is the purity of thought 
and expresdon that never fails on either side. It is 
difficult to turn from the pages of Saint-Simon (or many 
another of his contemporaries) and realise that he lived 
in the same world as de Beauvilliers and de Chevreuse ; 
that the incidents that figured so largely in his thoughts 
must have come equally beneath their notice ; that they 
breathed the some heavy air and heard the some eternal 
<^tter, and yet remained untainted by its poisonous 
influence. And F^nelon himself, though he was eating 
out his heart in banishment, had no room in his reflec- 
tions for petty malice. "I do not know if I deceive 
myself, but iC seems to me that I have no fear for 
myself or for my personal interest; but I love France, 
and I am faithful, aa is my duty, to the Kii^ and to 
the royal family."^ Those words were written to his 
most intimate friend in the freedom of confidential in- 
tercourse, and may be accepted as the true expression 
of his sentiments. He had other correspondents at the 
' OMTttpondantt de JWbm, L no, December 1709. 
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Court, but with them it is likely that he would have 
retained a certain measure of reserve, as much from 
r^axd for their safety as from fear of exposure, and 
his personal loss must have been felt the more heavily 
where it involved the withdrawal of his confidenca 

No one deplored his absence with greater vehemence 
than Mme. de Noulles, a lady of a gayer and more 
enterprirang character than most of those whom he 
counted as his friends. She held a prominent and dis- 
tinctive place among the ladies of the Court, and was 
as virtuous as she was lively, but the name she bore 
was one that had earned the distrust of F^nelon. Her 
husband, M. le Due (afterwards Marshal of France), was 
false to him, and the vacillations of her uncle, the 
cardinal, had cost him dear ; consequently, his letters 
to Mme. la Mar^chale became few and far between, 
and though her efforts to resume their former intimacy 
were untiring, they were all in vain. It was obvious 
to F^nelon, and probably to all whom it concerned 
except herself, that her close alliance with Mme. de 
Mainteuou forbade intimate correspondence with Cam- 
brai ; but she was a favomite with fortune, and could 
not brook denial of her wishes with equanimity. 
Another reason for their severance may Ue in the 
natural melancholy which his misfortunes brought to 
F^elon. Mme. de Nosdlles was more of a kindred 
spirit to the Abb4 de Langeron, and at Versailles, 
when all went well, her merrim^it may have been a 
welcome diversion ; but de Langeron, with ah his love 
of laughter, was well aware that mirth oould only find 
occasional season at Oambrai, and it was his graver 
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side that riveted the afifectdon of his auperior. He kept 
his gaiety for the entertainment of the hdy whose 
friendship he insisted on retaining. 

Kme. de NotdUes iras the mother of tventy-one 
children, and possessed abnormal skill in selecting 
eligible husbands for her daughters (a faoult; which 
subjected her to the banter of the abb^). She must 
have been a woman of veiy unusual force of character 
and intellect, but, fortimately for her, she was not of 
the fibre to which Mysticism readily appeals. She lived 
in the world, and (though she accepted the exhorta- 
tions of F^elon with meekness, and ardently desired 
their repetition) she was distinctly of the world ; indeed, 
even his stroi^;e6t claim upon her gratitude was due to 
the assistance he had rendered to effect the marriage 
of her son with Mdlle. D'Aubigny,^ when the Abb6 de 
F^nelon stood highest in favour with Mme. de Muntenon. 

In those days the de Noullea family were dose 
aUies of his, and if they introduced a worldly vein 
into the higher intercourse which existed between 
himself and the families of his more serious-minded 
Mends, the relaxation may not have been unwelcome. 
In any case, her loyal love for the exile is a fine and 
worthy trait in the character of Mme. la Mar^chale, 
and their necessary separation had its bittemees for 
F^elon. "Every day, Madame," he wrote to her in 
1698, "I deplore the necessity I am under of die- 
pleasing people for whom I shall preserve the deepest 
attadiment all my life." ^ And Mme. la Mar^chale, for 

' NleM to Hm«. da llalDteiiOD. 

* CorrapiMcUmet <U FtittUm, xL, A^^Mndiz. 
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all her unrestrainod vivacity, bad as sober an estimate 
of tbe vortb of F^nelon's attachment as Mme. de 
Chevreuse or Mme. de BeauviUiers. It was not neces- 
saiy to be cUvot to feel the charm of his society or 
confide in his judgment, but it was only those to whom 
his religion made stroi^ar appeal than his great mental 
abilities and sooi^ brilliancy, who retained the perilous 
outward tokens of his friendship after his di^ace. 

He had great comprehension of the spiritual side of a 
woman's character, but a Koman priest who is at one with - 
the fundamental theory of his order can hardly escape a 
certain contempt for a sex which is entirely shut out from 
the mystic privil^e and dignity he receives at his ordina- 
don, and the knowledge of women which F^elon did 
obtiun was so intimate as to be dtsenobanting. With 
one only he seems to have allowed himself to stand in 
some measure on an equal footing. This was Mma de 
Laval, a cousin by blood, and afterwards, by her second 
marriage, his siBter>in-law, and we owe to her a glimpse 
of the light-hearted youthfulness which tiie rigid restraints 
of Saint-Sulpice had di^uised into the semblance of a 
natural gravity. 

F^nelon had been presented to the Priory of Cardiac 
in 1 68 1, when he was m his thirtieth year, by his 
uncle, the Bishop of Sarlat, and was received by the 
townspeople on his first arrival with a pomp and cere- 
mony that afforded him intense amusement. He ap- 
proached the priory by river, attended by an immense 
escort, and was received on the bank by the monks and 
a numerous crowd of spectators. The absurdity of these 
proceedings appealed to him, and enabled him not only 
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to find enjoyment in them himself, but to impart it to 
his cousin. " The vast concourse dividecl to make a 
path for me," he writes in mock heroics, " each one with 
watchful eyes, seeking to read his fate in mine : thus I 
ascended to the castle with slow and measured steps, 
that I might give a little more indu^^oe to the general 
curiosity. Meanwhile a thousand mingling voices awoke 
the echoes with shouts of glee, and on every ^de was 
heard these words, ' He will be the delight of the people.' 
Behold me having reached the entrance, and the address 
of the consuls being conveyed by the mouth of the royal 
speech-maker] Who can describe the beauties of that 
harangue ? He compared me to the sun : soon after I 
was the moon : all the brightest of the other stars had the 
honour of resembling me; from thence we got to the 
elements and the meteors, and finished satisfactorily 
with the be^nning of the world. By that time the sun 
had already gone to bed, and to complete the similitude 
between him and me, I went to my room to prepare to 
do likewise." ' 

There is much that is painful in the after correspond- 
ence of these two ; it is well that it should begin with 
laughter. While both were young, their relationship 
gave a freedom to their alliance that made it especially 
valuable to F^elon, whom circumstances had so divided 
from his own family that his sisters never seem to have 
clumed any share in bis confidence. Mmc. de Laval was 
the daughter of the Marquis Antoine de F^nelon, and had 
married very young; in i6S6 she was already a widow 
wiUi one son, Gtii-Andr^, the M. de Laval to whom some 

* Corrapondanee d» Findan, U. 3. 
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of F^eloo's letters of spritual counsel are addzessed. 
Her solitary condition developed her natural force of 
character, and it is erid^it that she was a woman of 
marked individuality. F^elon was a member of a lai^o 
family, many of whom must have been competent men 
of business, but it was to his widowed cousin that he con- 
6ded the superintendence of his monetary affairs, with 
which, in the pressure of his duties, he felt himself incom- 
petent to cope. He gave her unrestricted power: "In 
all matters that call for a decision, decide, and forget that 
I am in the world to be consulted on my own business. 
I should be only too glad to help you in any of your own 
concerns ; but I am of no use except to give broubla" ' 

The post of business adviser to so imworldly a prin- 
cipal was, in fact, no sinecure. F^nelon would ask for 
nothing, even while he was at Versailles, and his salary 
was always in arrears. It was impossible to live at Court 
without submitting to the monstrous system of fees re- 
quired by the Oourt officials, and for these ready money 
was constantly required. F^elon appears to have had 
no private fortune, and even with the most scrupulous 
economy the revenues of Carenac were insufficient to 
supply his need; evidently he resorted to the plan of 
borrowing on the security of his appointment, and Mma 
de Laval was his chief creditor. There are references also 
to loans of plate which the royal tutor required at Yer- 
siulles, but was wholly unable to provide, and all such 
obligations began at last to weigh heavily upon him. 
" Bo not imagine that this is any lack of confidence," he 
pleads ; " I would rather be indebted to you than to any 

' Oorrttponiantt dt FitidaK, U. 5. 
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one. I owe you too much to have any false delioacy 
about it ; but a final reckoning is absolutely necessary to 
obtfun a dear view of my little savings and to deal fairly. 
Do not put yourself about to make an exact reckoning or 
to give me items. So long as the sum is fixed, it does 
not matter to me what you fix it at." * 

Such arrangements as these testify to a deep aitd 
confiding friendship, and Mme. de Laval seems to have 
felt herself honoured by the call made upon her purse 
and faculty of management But her son's interesiB 
were prior even to those of F^nelon; she resisted his 
appeal that she herself should accept a post at Court, 
because she believed it derc^story to the young marquis, 
and she, who prided herself on heaping every sort of obli- 
gation on her frirad, condescended to sue for his influ- 
ence to place her son in the household of the little prince. 
Considering their mutual relations at that time, how 
deeply he was in her debt, and dependent on her help, 
it is a great proof of F^nelon's tuiflinohing adherence to a 
principle that he refused her request. At a later period 
a seoond opposition to her wishes divided them for ever, 
but in those early days her affection for him survived the 
rebuff undamaged, and the letters spread themselves over 
many years, varying the discussion of family events with 
the ezfdanation of small disagreements, confidences on 
domestic and financial difficulties, and all those graphic 
details of personal thought and action which are the wit- 
nesses of a confiding intimacy. Mme. de Laval married 
the Comte de F^elon, an officer of the King's Guard, in 
1693 ; but the marri^e was not annoimced to the world 
' Oorrtt f tnianM dt Ftittlan, U., 13 Jnlj 1693. 
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till two years later, and -was not a fortunate one for the 
lady, for M. de F^nelon (although he seems to have had 
no very stroi^; conviotions) was included in the disgrace 
that the question of Quietism brought upon his brother, 
and dismifised from the Court. 

It is a matter for question whether the candour which 
alienated Mme. de Laval from Fdnelon was an error in 
judgment on his part. She was a devoted and adoring 
mother, and because her friend seemed to her to stand 
above the level of human nature, she turned eagerly to 
him for the benefit of his wisdom on the subject that was 
nearest to her heart. He was well disposed towards her 
son ; his letters generally include some message to him, 
and he had won an influence and hold upon him; but 
he was perfectly competent to see his faults. The young 
marquis was for some time an inmate of the palace at 
Cambru, but F^nelon did not urge that his sojourn there 
should be prolonged. " His brain is quick and deve- 
loped," he wrote of him ; " he understands outward things 
with ease and is very inquisitive about everything that 
goes on around him ; but he is still very light-minded. 
He takes no pleasure or interest in any study, or labour, 
or course of reasoning. All his tastes are turned to 
bodily exercise and boyish amusements. He is big al- 
ready; his frame grows stronger, and all exercise does 
him good. He is horribly bored at Cambru, and in spite 
of all that can be stud to him, he always images that 
when he goes to Paris or to your estates he will be a very 
dashing nobleman. Such feeblo-mindedness is natural 
enough at fourteen." ^ 

' Cormpandvnet dt Findtm, il. 48. 
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The report was not likely to find faTOur with his fond 
mother, and may have counteracted the effect of the 
very si^e advice F^nelon offers in the remainder of 
the letter. M. de Laval was probably very difficult to 
mam^e, and possessed exalted rank and deeply im- 
poverished estates, a combination especially disastrous 
to a careless and light-minded temperament. Fenelon 
was placed in a most difficult position with regard to 
this young man ; he seems to have studied his character 
almost as he had studied that of M. de Bourgc^e, and to 
have felt that the responsibility of his trainii^ rested in a 
great degree upon himself, and consequently that candour 
was incumbent on him. Mme. de Laval seems to have 
reproached him, and his attempts at softening his verdict 
are not happy. " I greet him with all my heart, I love 
him dearly," he writes a year later, when the object of 
their mutual anxiety was no longer under his care. 
" If he will work, study, reflect seriously, listen to the 
advice of persons of experience who are well disposed 
towards him, behave amply and naturally in everything, 
avoid evil companions and endeavour to make himself 
worthy of good ones, choosing only those who possess 
good sense and virtue, without pretending to copy them 
in detail, he will prove a real consolation to you and to 
me." The reservation is so comprehensive that the 
writer can hardly have thought it probable that M. de 
Laval would comply with its conditions and prove him- 
self a consolation to his kinsfolk, and in a postscript he 
allows his zeal once more to get the better of any 
tendency to conciliation. " One of the thir^ I would 
impress most strongly on M. votre ills is never to speak 



id By Google 



FROM CAMERA! TO VERSAILLES 317 

lightly. It is thus that ooe falls unconsciously into the 
veakness of saying what is not completely trua" ^ 

Mme. de Laval loved her son better than any living 
being, and her friend, with the best intentions, strained 
her toleration to the utmost ; nor was it any compensation 
for his strictures when he uiged the lad to be completely 
subserrient to her — few mothers would welcome the 
implication that their sons were not competent to stand 
alone or r^ulate their conduct in the smallest details, 
"Tell her everything for and agwnst yourself without 
reservation," he wrote to M. de LavaL " You will only 
find peace in this complete abandonment. I seem to 
myself to be always with you two, and that God is with 
us both."* 

His remedy for the weakness of character he had 
detected was impracticable as well as repugnant to those 
concerned, and Mme. de I^aval resented the detection 
itself; a rupture was inevitable, and at length it came. 
Its immediate cause is curious and characteristic^ Every 
Frenchman of position who did not take orders joined 
the army when he was an age to do so, as the natural 
duty of a loyal Bubjeot of a warlike kiog ; but Gui-Andrd 
de Laval was the sole hope of a woman who held to her 
desires with the tenacity of a strot^ and narrow nature. 
She could allege a certun delicacy in his constitution as 
her excuse, and she combated the custom of a chivalrous 
i^e with desperate resolution. Fenelon was more deeply 
imbued with the gallant traditions of his race ; priest 
though he was, he knew that manhood makes a claim 
which may not bo denied, and though his heart went out 

' Corrt^ondanee dt Findon, il. 49. * Ibid., iL 67. 
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in atdent sympathy for the mother, he cherished aod 
apphiuded the warlike instincts of the son. 

The letter that brings the correspondence of five-and- 
tventy years to a conclusion sets the satuation graphically 
before us. 

"Oambrai, Ftbniani 13, 1706, 

" When I arrived here from Brussels I found your 
letter of January 27. I confess, my dear sister, that it 
has greaUy surprised and troubled me. I hoped that 
you would not take it amisa that I should truly represent 
my thoi^hts to you in a letter that was for you only, 
without interfering in the direction of yoiu- son's conduct 
It seemed to me that there was a wide difference between 
directing and eagerly su^^sting what seems clear to 
oneself, and thus I was very far from imagining that my 
letter could bring upon me that which you have written 
to me. But I suppose I was mistaken, since you regard 
it thus. At least my mistake shall be a limited one; 
because, since you desire it, I will refrain from declaring 
my opinions to you. Nevertheless, I shall always accept 
with an open mind anything you may care to tell me of 
your motives. No one would be more rejoiced than I to 
be convinced that they are good ones, just as no one 
could regret it more than I shall if they are insufficient. 
But, allowing them to be as weighty as you believe them, 
I consider your son is greatly to be pitied, for in that 
oase he will find himself confronted on the one hand by 
a mother who has excellent reasons for preventing him 
from entering the service, on the other by the world 
which, oblivious of his secret reasons, will r^ard him as 
irremediably disgraced if he does not serve. Already he 
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is in hia twentieth year ; other men of poeition take care 
not to be BO old as that before entering the service : they 
serve from die age of fourteen or fifteen. France will 
afford no instance of a man of well-known family who 
has not taken part in some campaigns by his twentieth 
year. The world will never imderstand the reasons for 
such an eccentricity, which is utterly t^ainst all the 
pr^udices of the whole country. I infer that your son 
finds himself in a most difBouIt position. He is reduced 
to one or other of these extremities, either to disobey his 
mother, who has good reasons for forbidding Tiim to serve, 
or to let himself be branded by Society because those good 
reasons will never be understood. For my part, I have 
no choice but to be silent, to be deeply distressed, and to 
pray that God may ^ve the spirit of wisdom to mother 
and son. The one thing certain is that I shall never 
show that I disapprove of your conduct in anything, and 
that I would rather never speak ^ain than allow a word 
i^unst you to escape me. From the depths of my heart, 
my dear sister, I am always yours." ^ 

If these letters be compared to those which F^nelon 
wrote to the many other women to whom he offered 
ooosolation and advice, it becomes evident that his 
Mendship with Mme. de Laval had in it a personal 
note; that he distinguished her from the throng of 
those who craved his help and kindness, and gave her, 
it may be, that love which is so much a part of human 
nature that even his lifelong and rigorous trunlng in 
self-suppresdon could not completely crush it. If this 

' Carrapondanee it Findoa, it 69. 
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were bo, the veakness brot^ht its own retribution. In 
his effort to bring the instincts of her motherhood to 
reason, and save her and her son from inevitable dis- 
honour, he won his point indeed, for Gui de Laval took 
his natural place in the army of the King, but he for- 
feited the confidence in which he had de%hted for five- 
and-twenty years, and Mme. de Laval never sought his 
friendship or advice f^;ain. This loss came to him with 
many others, but it may be that amoi^ them all there 
was not one more bitter. 
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FgNELON THB AAGHBISHOP 

It is evident that F^elon felt the most ardent interest 
in the developnent of 8u<di afiwra aa vera directed from 
Versailles. The tntemedne warfare of the Church, the 
claim of a French prince upon the crown of SptuOj the 
most intimate details that concerned the Duke of Bur- 
gundy — all these things were of vital importance to him. 
Nevertheless, though he might strain his eyes regretfully 
when he gazed in the direction of the Court, it should 
not be concluded that all his interest in life was absorbed 
in the vain endeavour to span the leagues that s^tarated 
him horn Paris, or that he spent his days in impatient 
expectation of despatches from de Chevreuse or de 
Beauvilliers, or even from the little prince himself. He 
awaited them eagerly enough, no doubt, for nothing 
could ever supersede the interest that his years of tutor- 
ship had made a portion of his very life ; but the waiting 
was only a half-conscious mental attitude, his duties and 
his position at Cambrai were a prominent reality, and 
every hour brought its appointed task to be fulfilled. 

The state and dignity of the princes of the Churoh ' 
of Rome in the seventeenth century has no parallel at 
the present day. Cambrai became French territory in 
1678,' and previous to that date her archbishops had 

1 Bf the Treaty of Nbnigaen. 
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taken r&nk as princes of the Holy Roman Empire, with 
almost BovereigD rights over the diocese. Under French 
rule the position was hardly less exalted. The nominal 
revenue was 200,000 livres, although the difficulty of 
collecting it reduced its actual value to & lower and 
fluctuating sum ; and, had he chosen to assert himself 
F^elon might have established a despotic jurisdiction 
over the Flemish people, whose brooding discontent at 
being out off from Germany furnished innumerable pre- 
tezta for oppression. The palace of Cambru was in 
keeping with the royal dignities assumed by its arch- 
bishops. A portion of it was burnt down soon after 
F^nelon's appointment, but was rebuilt on the original 
plan, and, as it stood durii^ his residence, was as ma^ni- 
ficent a castle as any feudal chief could have desired. 
The careful investigations of Ledieu have left details of 
its construction, as well as of the life of its inhabitants, 
but the correspondence of F^nelon and his friends ^ves 
no idea of the outward surroundings of his exile ; ihey 
are always too much Nigrossed with other matters to 
refer to the impresmon made by vestibules or battle- 
ments. 

" The old archiepificopal building," says Ledieu, " en- 
circling a large courtyard, was stately and magnificent. 
In front of it is a public square, down the length of 
which stretches the metropolitan church of Ndtre Dame. 
The entrance to the palace is to the right, at the west ; 
the church to the left. The little door of the palace 
that goes straight from the carriage gate leads beneath a 
gallery or open portico, ornamented by pillars and paved 
with blaok and white marble, which extends the whole 
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length of the court, ood supports a h^h covered gallery. 
There are niaoy apartments which look on to the street 
for gentlemen of the household hare. At the end of 
the court is a grand staircase where the gallery ends, and 
the part between the staircase and this gallery is the part 
which was burnt, and is still in ruins. The other side 
of the sturcase is a suite of many rooms and anterooms, 
with an apartment in a recess for M. I'Abb^ de Chanterao, 
the whole nmnisg from east to west between the court- 
yards and the garden. To the left is the archiepiscopal 
chapel, the entrance to which is on the same floor with the 
new apartments of the arohbishop^ Beneath this chapel, 
oocupjni^ the length of the left side of the courtyard, 
corresponding to the grand gallery which is opposite on 
the right, is a little low covered gallery, very old, and 
very gloomy and ruinous, leading from the palace to the 
metropolitan church. The principal entrance to this 
church is in the courtyard of the palace, and is always 
closed, only being opened for the archbishop when he is 
officiating."* Zjedieu prooeeda to describe with much 
elaboration the new offices built hy F^elon, and the 
upper storey where " the prelate had very convraient 
apartments, comprmng a room (with a canopy, beneath 
which is the great archiepiscopal cross) with tliree great 
windows to the south, a vast bedroom with two great 
windows, also to the south, a passage room with one 
great south window, and on the other side a little bed- 
room with a north window, and at the end a great square 
atudy quite full of books, which has a great window in 
the middle towards the east, three great south windows, 
1 Jovmal de I'AJM Ledieu, toI. Ui., B«ptemb«T 1704. 
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and three to the north which look over the gardens that 
enclose the building. This makes, in the new building, 
four rooms on the same level and en suUc, with two great 
doors and two folding'doors and windows to the south 
all along, which gives ample room to walk, and takes the 
place of a gallery; and, indeed, we walked there after 
supper tite-d-iiie with great convenience, and afterwards 
with his D^hews and other friends of the house." 

The furniture also engaged the attention of Ledieu. 
He noted the magnificence of the state bedchamber and 
the four portraits after the manner of lUgaud of the 
King of Spain, the King, the Dauphin, and the Duke of 
Burgmidy, which hung above the mantelpiece, and from 
thence passed to a little north room where the hangings 
were of dull grey woollen stuff and the bed was small 
and narrow. " This is where I sleep," the archbishop 
sud to me; " the grand bedchamber is only for show, this 
is for use." 

Very little attention seems to have been spared for 
the garden, which was enclosed by high walls and inter- 
sected by rows of trees that there might always be 
shade ; but the mass of building, old and new, domi- 
nating the little town of Cambrai, must have been very 
impressive to the stranger approaching &om the southern 
side, to whom Cambrai was but a name connected with 
the perpetual frontier warfare in which the King 
delighted. In most cases association with the arch- 
bishop seems to have obliterated all thoi^ht of the 
archiepiscopal dignities. Feu^loQ reduced the outward 
trappings which custom identified with his position as 
far as possible ; but there was dignity enough in his tall 
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spare figxire is the plain purple soutane which was his 
habitual dieea, to be independent of the pompe and 
ceremonies with which his predecessors hedged them- 
selves, and the people learned to revere him more by 
seeing biin pass by in the coimtry walks which were bis 
only recreation, than if he only drove along the road 
in state, and found no leisure to greet them and dis- 
tinguidi them by name. Hia natural gifts, his high 
intellectual powers, and the command over the characters 
of others which he possessed to such an extraordinary 
degree, absolved him from any necesdty of posing before 
the world either to mtdntain his dignity or to claim 
sympathy for his misfortunes. Instead he practised the 
utmost simplicity in all personal matters, and when he 
was at home adhered to a regular routine, which Sunt- 
Simon has recorded in the following words : — 

"He awoke early, but his physical delicacy forced 
him to rise late. He made his bed a retreat from 
whence to say his offices and other prayers, to read 
find answer his letters, and to administer his diocese, 
which was quickly done owing to the great knowledge 
of it which he had acquired. As soon as he was 
dressed he sud Mass, that is to say, if there was no 
festival at which to offioiate^these he never missed — 
then went to his study to get through his business, and a 
little before dinner joined his guests, who were always 
numerous. He presided at rather a large table, doing 
the honours and carving, but eating nothii^ solid and 
little enough of anything else, afterwards talking with 
the same company ; when they withdrew he went some- 
times to pay formal vints of civility in the town and 
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the palace precincts, sometimes to the hospitals, being 
always aiudouB to walk unless the weather were too wet. 
He was oiuriously fond of walking, and made long 
circuits in the oountay, always with his grand-vicaire or 
other priests in his household, that he might discourse 
on the business of the dtooese. He seldom entertained 
any one at supper on his return, except those who lived 
with him. For a little while afterwards he amused him- 
self watching the games of trie-irae or ombre, not taking 
part himself, and withdrew early," ^ 

When F^nelon's disgrace was fresh it isolated him as 
the King intended it should do. Even friendship with 
him weakened the popularity of the de Chevreuse coterie, 
and it was far easier for those who lived on the Flemish 
frontier to ignore his presence than to profit by the 
pleasure of his society. But it was impossible that sudi 
conditions should endure. M. de Montberon, the 
Qovemor of Cambr^, was openly and unflinolungly 
faithful to the exile, and he and his wife welcomed 
F^nelon as one who honoured their house by enterii^ it. 
The change in public opinion was gradual but persistent, 
and, according to Sfunt-Simon, to find favour at the 
palace at Cambr^ was coveted almost as much, in the 
last years of the archbishop's life, aa to find favour at 
Verstulles. Saint>Simon is unfailing in exaggeration; 
there could not have been even a faint reflection of the 
intrigue and adulation that surrounded Louis XTV. in 
F^elon'fl household ; but it is probably true that the 
reserve of power in the man, the possibility of strength 
and domination should some public crisis call for it, did 
■ Saint-Simon, Striti InediU, It., p. 461. 
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impreas itself upon the yotmger geDeration and break 
through the olouds of calumny that had obscured him 
in his prime. 

The reminisoences of the Cberalier de Bamsai com- 
memorate the position of F^nelon in his later years, 
although the writer is too mu<^ disposed towards eulogy 
to be completely trustworthy. His connection with 
F^nelon b^^ in 1 7 1 o. He was a scion of an old Scotch 
fomily, exiled for his sympathy with the Stuarts, a man 
irho had read and travelled much and prided himself on 
his independence of thought But having passed by 
rapid transitions from one form of fiuth to another, 
and discovered the manifest defects of each, he found 
himself approaching (he scepticism that is an almost 
necessary result of such experiments. In this condition 
he came to Cambr^, beii^ anxious to see a man who 
was reported to be a thoughtful and accomplished 
scholar and at the same time a nnoere Roman 
Catholic. He stayed at the palace for several mouths, 
and was never weary of talking with hts host, who was 
ready to listen patiently to aU his arguments and specu- 
lations. If the record of these conversations, which 
de Ramsfu professed to set down wlule they were fresh 
in his memory, be trustworthy, it is a valuable testi- 
mony to the tolerance of F^nelon. The shortcomings 
of the priesthood would seem a difficult topic for dis- 
cussion between a Roman Catholic archbishop and a 
lajrmim, but de Ramsai entered unflinchingly upon it 

" What, Monseigneur," I said to him impetuously, 
" you would have me regard any earthly society as 
infallible I I have observed most sects. Let me tell 
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you, vith all respect, that tho priests of every reli^on 
are often more ignoraat and more corrupt thao other 
men. I suspect them all equally." 

F^neloD's reply is the clue to his method of reconiuliDg 
the diffieulties of the Roman doctrine. "If we do not 
raise ourselves above what is human in the conclaves of 
the Church, we shall see nothing that does not shock and 
revolt us and foster unbelief ; we shall see only passions, 
prejudices, himian weakness, considerations of policy, in- 
trigues, cabals. But we should rather worship the wisdom 
and power of Qod, who reaches His ends by means which 
would seem destructive to them. It is here that the 
Holy Spirit shows itself master of the human heart It 
uses the apparent frailties of individual priests to accom- 
plish His promises, and with wondrous providence directs 
them in the moment of deoiuou, and conforms them to 
His will. It is thus that God works in all things, and by 
all things. Civil and ecclesiastical authorities alike obey 
His laws. All fulfil His des^ns, whether freely or by 
coercion. It is not the sanctity of our superiors, or their 
personal capabilities, which makes our obedience a divine 
virtue, but inward submission to the Sfnrit and Will of 
God."* 

F4nelon had deep and punful experience of the &jl- 
ings of the priesthood. All his powers of administration 
being concentrated on his diocese, he allowed nothing to 
escape him, and there are strange revelations of the prao- 
tices of the country cur^s in his correspondence with M. 
de Benii&res, Intendant of Hainault.* He erred on the 
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nde of toIeratioD, though the scandalous living of the 
clei^ was as abhorrent to him as to the most ardent of 
the Reformers ; but be seems to have been incredulous of 
many of the charges brought against them, and co\ild 
onlj be oonvinced hy the most conclusiye evidence and 
the open defiance of the culprits. It was no wonder th&t 
it seemed to him that the most pressii^ and important 
duty for a lover of the Church was to train and prepare a 
worthier type of servant for her. " Give me kind hearts 
and common sense," he wrote, " and I will undertake to 
set them on the right road. I will be Uke a brother to 
them. I do not ask for polish or astounding talent ; I 
only desre ordinary capabilities and re^ devotion to 
God." ' He did not spare himself in the endeavohr to 
mould such material into the country priest of his ideal. 
Nothing ever clouded his affectionate memories of M. 
TronsoQ and Saint-Sulpice, and it was his ambition to 
reconstitute the seminary of the diocese on the same 
lines, entrusting the supervimon of the students to priests 
who were members of the Congr^ation. Formerly the 
seminary had been at Valenciennes ; but F^elon dedred 
to have it under bis own eye, and removed it to Cambru- 
His disgrace and the timidly of M. Tronson were the 
obstacles to his scheme, for the superior of Sunt-Sulpice 
would not risk the pos^ble danger of direct connection 
with Cambrai, and on his death-bed F^nelon refers to the 
business as not being entirely accomplished; but he 
allowed no drawbacks to daunt him in his endeavour 
to make the priests of his Flemish diocese an example to 
their degenerate collef^es. 

' Corrt^oitdaMt tU Fiattmi, v. 39. 
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De Chanterac was bis chief assistaat in this work; 
but F^elon deroted personal care and reHeotion to the 
students, ezamining them himself, and endeaTouring to 
estimate their iudiTidual capabilities. The Chevalier de 
Bsmsid was eepeoiaUy impressed by his system in this 
matter, and was present at some of the gatherii^ of the 
students. " Besides the instruction he gave them during 
periods of retreat and at the chief festiTala," he writes, 
" he conducted conferences once a week on the origins of 
religion. He deured that any one should tell him of 
their difSculties. He listened with infinite patience, and 
replied with the kindness of a father. Often the objec- 
tions that they made were quite beside the mark. Far 
from impressing this upon them, he put himself upon the 
level of each one, suiting himself to their capacities, and 
giving weight to the feeblest dispute by some turn which 
made it possible to go to the root of it. I have often 
heard him hold these conferences, and have admired the 
apostolic humility with which he made himself all things 
to all men, as much as the grandeur of his discourse." * 

The combination of spiritual religion and practioal 
wisdom which de Bamsai found in F^nelon made so deep 
an impresfflon on him that he became a convert to the 
Roman Church, and even when he was permitted to 
return to England he remained foithful to the doctrines 
which he had learnt at Cambnu. Thenceforth to him the 
memory of F^nelon was sacred, and in after years his Hterazy 
powers proved of inestimable value in arranging the 
writii^ of his master, and defendii^ him from calumny. 
The oharacterisUo that especially arrested the attention 

■D«IUiDMi Vie dt FimtljM 



id By Google 



F^NELON THE ARCHBISHOP 331 

(^ the young Sootdunan was indeed ft prominent trait in 
the complex personality of F^nelon; his sense of duty 
was so h^h that no consideration of individual interest 
vould cause him to violate it. All that he did, he did for 
the glory of God ; and though in his letters it i& often 
evident that he found the pressure of small claims to 
be almost overpowering, he n^lected none of them on 
the plea that his capabilities fitted him for more produc- 
tive labour, but accepted each as a part of his appointed 
truning in self-disoipline and patience. This adherence to 
the routine which his position seemed to require of him 
enhanced the monotony of his life at Cambrai; as the 
years passed, and the limitations that arose from his 
disgrace were gradually removed, he would have been 
the most honoured guest at any house where he might 
chance to seek a welcome, and the society which had 
once been his chief enjoyment was often within his reach 
again. But he turned from euch allurements to read and 
answer letters, to interview the raw uncultured youths 
who had aspirations towards the priesthood, to calm the 
squabbles of a country cur^ and his congr^ation, and 
drive here and there throughout the length and breadth 
of the diocese to see for himself that his ^ents fulfilled 
their trust, and that nothing he might do for the welfare 
of his people was left tmdone. If the development of the 
man can be gathered from his writings, it seema as if the 
system of constant self-suppression, which was his rule of 
life during his years of exile, had deepened and enlarged his 
powers of thought, and formed in him a character above 
the reach of a successful cardinal and courtier. Keither 
disgrace nor personal bereavement had power to embitter 
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him, and the spaie figure in the purple soutane, who 
reigned in the palace with quiet but absolute authority, 
for whose coming Mme. de Montberon, the great lady 
of the district, wuted with constant and feverish im- 
patience, while the country people stood bare-headed as 
be passed, was, iD &ct, a greater power in the oountiy 
than if the yotmg and courtly abb^ of twenty years 
before had fulfilled the popular predictions, and won 
every dignity that Rii^ or Pope can give. 

The religious atmosphere of the Court was a vitiated 
atmosphere, and even F^nelon was more likely to be 
infected by its corruption than to purify it by individual 
efifort A sensational doctrine was secure of popularity 
among people who desired relief from ennui at almost 
any coat, but the personal religion which was F^elon's 
message to the world was as far from them as &om the 
light-minded generation which had passed away. The 
Eii^ and Mme. de Haintenon favoured outward ob- 
servanceSj but to F^nelon, in his later years, these seemed 
only the shell of the reality : " Sacraments, ceremonies, 
' sacerdotalism, are but useful aids for the support of 
our frailty." ^ That was his maxim, and he could even 
remonstrate with the Duke of Burgundy because it was 
sud that he kept Lent and attended the services of the 
Church in so marked a manner as to be a reproach to 
his easy-going relatives. F^nelon had no illusions as to 
the effect of outwiod forms in the essentials of reli^on ; 
no man could have obeyed the dictates of the Church 
more scrupulously than he had done from his ohildhood 
up. Yet when bis course was nearly run, when others 

■ De lUmMl, Fit de ^ndon. 
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looked up to him fts an example of piety, and it Tould 
have been bard to find the smallest detail of his oatirard 
conduct susceptible of criticism, he could reveal bis true 
self vith passionate sinoerit; in such words as the follow- 
ing : " As for me, I spend my life in ill-timed anger, in 
vain talkii^, in fretting over intnidons that disturb me. 
I shrink from the world, and despise it ; nerertbeless, it 
pleases me a little. I feel old age creeping on gradually, 
and grow used to it without loosening my hold on life. 
There is no reality about me, neither inwardly nor in 
outward things. When I try to realise myself, I seem to 
be dreaming ; I see myself only as a figure in a dream." ^ 
This is a return to the old effort at aelf-analysis against 
which he constantly warned othere ; but it shows that no 
amount of adulation could take from him the humility 
learnt in the soUtary years that followed his di^ace, and 
that he knew the need of beginning i^fun and f^tun, as 
though no step in the upward path bad yet been made, 
because his own soul convicted him of sins unsuspected 
by those who knew him best. The death of de Langeron 
revealed to him how closely he had held to the happiness 
of an earthly friendship; but eveai after that bereavement 
and the other sorrows that followed close upon it, he still 
made some attempt to miuntain a spirit of cheerfulness 
in his surroundings at Cambrai He was never without 
the presence of children there ; the suite of rooms above 
his own were reserved for them, and not only his nephews 
and great-nephews, but the sons of bis intimate friends, 
were placed beneath his oare, that he m^^bt tnun them 
to be good and chivalrous gentlemen. Very few of these 
t Oarrapondamtt de Anebn, L 1^6, to Hme. da Hortemart, Jnlj 171 1. 
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boys were intended for the priesthood, but the confidence 
that F^elon ioapixed tu so groat that it vas believed 
the child reared under his eye would be better fitted to 
bear his part in Court or camp than if be spent his 
earliest years in the oompany of princes at St. Germiuu 
or Versailles. The children vere a spedal feature in the 
life at Cambrai, and Fdnelon loved them. "Mes vijUrubUt 
marmot* " was his name for them, su^estive of the half- 
familiar terms on which they stood with him. 

The brothers of Qabriel, Marquis de F^nelon (who 
was one of a family of thirteen), became inmates of 
Cambrai as soon as their age permitted, and when they 
passed into the world they were succeeded by others of a 
still later generation. The last of his little guests were 
the grandchildren of his friend da Chevreuse, and, harassed 
though he was by national disasters, he could spare lima 
to study and report upon them and express his pleasure 
in their company. The eldest, Paul de Montfort, was 
eleven years old, and of him F^nelon wrote with wbimffl- 
cal gravity that he was "wise, reasonable, and disposed 
towards piety, although a little l^ht-minded and indolent 
from love of amusement. ... I hope that God will 
form him for the Church. If he was a little older and 
I were a little less old, I should have many schemes 
for bim ; I love him dearly." ' The two brothers, sons 
of the Duo de Chaulnes, who were the playfellows of 
Paul de Montfort, received even more detailed criUcism. 
The younger, M. le Comte de Pioquigny, at seven years 
old appears to have been almost as desperate a character 
as the Duke of Bui^^dy at the same age. " M. le 

M lU FHtdon, 1 191, J0I7 1714. 
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Comte de Hoquigny is clever, impudent, and sharp of 
tongue," wrote Fenelon to his anxious father, "but his 
temper is violent, and he has not yet enough sense to 
control it. He gets into a passion, and does not over- 
oome his oapiioes easily ; but he has a foundation of 
strength and reason from which one may expect much. 
He must be manned with gentleness, firmness, per- 
astent patience. It is impossible to avoid punishing 
him a little, otherwise he would behave very badly even 
towards M, son fr&re, whom he wishes to hit until he hurts 
bim very much. Nor does it seem easy to make him 
see his faults ; he becomes coldly defiant, and disdains 
punishment. But provided he is taught by degrees to 
control himself, the child has excellent qualities. He 
has a very decided character, and only requires softening. 
^Hme which brings reason, teaching, example, tUscipline, 
will moderate his chUdish impulsiveoess ; it must be 
restrained." 

If the little count did awake memories of F^nelon's 
first pupil, it made him the more welcome. " I delight 
in havii^ them here," he wrote of the children ; " I love 
them dearly, they cheer me up, they do not trouble me 
in any way. Even whwi I go for my visitations they 
will be just as well here as at Chaulnes. Naturally the 
household goes on as usual, they cost nothing extra. 
I cannot be away for long; I shall be charmed to find 
them here on my return." They were with him still 
during the autumn which was the last of his life, bo that 
from the day that he entered on his duUes at Versailles 
nntil his death he may be said to have given a definite 
proportion of his time and energy to practical demonstra* 
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tion of his theories on educatioo. Etod before there 
had been pubUo aoknowle(^pneiit of his genius for thii 
particular duty, and before his judgment was weighted 
by the respon^bility of office, he wrote a book, to which 
some reference has been made in an earlier chapter, uid 
whioh is conclusive evidence of his oompetenoe to under- 
take the training of the young. 

His treatise, Sur rSdaeation dea FUUa, taken in con* 
junction with TSldmaque, reveals in him a knowledge of 
child-nature that is most remarkable. There is hardly 
a page of it whioh might not afford profitable study to 
parents in the present day, and although two centuries 
of experience have so fortified the ailments on which 
he insisted that the cause of women's education no longer 
needs a champion, his picture of the result of ignorance 
still finds its prototype in modem life : the vacant minds 
requiring perpetual diveruon, the hungry faculties wast- 
ing themselves on poisonous plays and novels, which he 
depicts, are not unknown to a more enlightened age 
than his. 

In this little hook Ft^nelon boldly approached the 
subject of education in its moat comprehensive aspect. 
He ventures on advice as to the food and management of 
young children, believing that their training should begin 
before they could speak. The fashion of leaving them 
with uneducated persons is one which he utterly re- 
pudiated, for he r^arded the earliest years as of unspeak- 
able importance in the formation of character. " Never 
let them show themselves off," he says, " but do not be 
worried by their questions, rather encourage questions; 
they are the most natural opportunities of teaching." 
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He spared no pains to provide eaay, pleasure-loTJug 
parents vith food for reflection ; his deep love for 
children aharpened his keen observation of all that 
ooncemed them. He was, probably, admitted to the 
most intimate relations with the families he numbered 
EUDong his friends, and thus saw family life mider every 
aspect. He discovered that children are always watching 
others — even as be did himself — but that with them 
imitation ensued on observation, and all their future 
welfare might depend on the example given by those 
about them, so that it was impossible to over-estimate 
the responsibility of their first guardians. The reader of 
T4i^maque would be disposed to label the author as a 
stem disciplinarian, and the records of F^elon's dealings 
with the Prince sustain the impression of his severity ; 
but in the earlier treatise he shows another side, he 
enters into the mind of a child until it is difficult to 
remember that we are listening to a priest who had been 
reared in ecclesiastical seminaries and had hardly known 
a home. He recognises the necesdty of discipline ; but 
if the child has merited disgrace, be pleads that there 
should be some one to whom she can turn for sympathy, 
thus showing that he had fathomed that overwhelming 
sense of loneliness which is one of childhood's chiefest 
terrors. 

Truly the child who trod the path of learning under 
his guidance need never have realised it was steep. 
" Make study pleasant," says he ; " hide it under a show 
of liberty and amusement. Let the children interrupt 
their lessons sometimes with little jokes ; they need such 
distraction to rest their brain. . . . Never fear to give 
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them reasons for ererythiiig. Never give extra loaaons 

as a pumahment" 

In diort, it irag F^elon's method to treat children as 
reasonable beings instead of unruly animals whom it was 
neoeasary to coerce against their -will, and his object to 
make them r^ard learning as a privil^e and a delight, 
not as a penance fwced upon them by the tyranny of 
their elders. His power over children is a charniing 
trait in his character ; but it was one of the factors of his 
downfall Without it he would not have won the heart 
and soul of the Duke of But^pmdy and the consequent 
jealousy of bis compeers ; without it his career might 
have run more smoothly and successfully, but he would, 
nevertheless, have missed the strong human love and 
sorrow which made bis sympathies so intense and uni- 
versal Necessarily it was only among boys that he 
could prove the wisdom of his reflections, and it is to be 
regretted that the daughters of his friends could not 
profit by his schemes for their welfare, for he seems by 
some strange faculty to have read the heart of a girl- 
child. "Oive them something to manage on condition 
that they ^ve you an account of it," he pleads ; " they 
will be delighted with this confidence, for it gives an 
incredible pleasure to the young when one b^ns to rely 
upon them and admit them to serious concerns." The 
words will awaken memories in the minds of most 
women, but through what power did that knowledge 
come to the young priest of Saint-Sulpice ? How could 
he tell that the days and hours of girlhood are more apt 
to be blank and heavy with lack of fit employment or 
amusement than full of the traditional innocence and 
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sunshine ? If his oo^itemporaries had listened to bim, 
the level of thought in Court sodety would have been 
Tftised, and as the ideals of the richer olasses became 
higher, their treatment of the poor must have reformed. 
An endless vista of possibilitj opens before such speou- 
lations. But the gay folk did not listen ; they loved 
him, and vere ready to defend huu, if it did not dam^je 
thdr own interests ; but they considered him a viaooary, 
and continued to r^ard their babies as inoumbranoes, 
and their boys and girls as rebellious beings to be con- 
trolled by iron traditions of represaon. 

Tet, in F^elon's schemes to make the childr^i good 
and happy there was nothing sensatiimal or revolutitmary. 
" Observe," says he, " that to cany out this plan of edu- 
cation it is not needful to do anything that requires 
great powers, only to avoid great faults, such as have 
been pointed out here in detail Very often it is only a 
question of not pressing the children, of being devoted to 
them, of watching them, of winning their confidence, of 
replying sensibly and clearly to their little questions, 
of letting their brains work out things for themselves, of 
reproving them patiently when they blunder and do 
wrong." In short, it is very often only a question of 
loving them, and it was by loving that F^elon must 
have learned to know and understand the children. 
Therefore these thoughts and plans of his for their 
happiness brighten his record with a light that all the 
squalid scandal of the Quietism controversy cannot 
shadow, and are of as much value to those who lore his 
memory as the deepest of his studies in Uieolc^. 

It was his mission also to interpose sometimes be- 
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twoeu the young and old vhen oopflicting interests were 
destroying all hope of quiet family life. In such casee 
his appeal would be made to the older generation in 
&VOUT of the younger. His sympathy was always with 
the latter, and he possessed an extraordinary power of 
projecting himself into the position of the thoughtless 
soldier or the young bride who rebelled against the 
traditions of her husband's fiuuily, representing their 
temptations and difiSculties, and praying on their behalf 
for patience and tolerant kindliness from their elders. 

There seem to have been no human conditions in 
which his advioe was not r^arded as the best solution 
of a di£Sculty, and instances of the versatihty of his influ- 
ence recur perpetually in the records of his latter years. 
The English prince known as the Old Pretender was 
an officer in the French army in the year 1709, and his 
duty took him near to Cambrtu. The account of his 
interview with Ftoelon given by de Ramsai is a curious 
one. F^elon assumed once more the position of Mentor 
towards T^l^maque, and gave his counsel to the unlucky 
son of the exiled king. He recommended him above all 
tbiags never to force his sul^eots to change their religion. 
" No human power can force the impr^nable defences of 
freedom of tbought Force never convinces people; it 
only makes hypocrites. When kings mix in reli^ous 
controversy they enslave religion instead of protecting it. 
Give civil toleration to all then, not as if approving all, 
as if it did not matter, but as if patiently enduring all 
that Qod endures, in the desire to lead men back by 
gentle persuasion." ' 

' Oe Ramtai, Vie de Pindon. 
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The Frinoe had no opportunity of attempting to put 
these counsels into practice, but F^nelon m giving them 
betrayed his ignorance of the temperament of Enghshmen, 
and of the fact that at that period they were dominated 
by hatred of the Roman Church. In his own mind he 
conceived an ideal of the whole world as a republic 
over which God presided, and of each nation as a 
great fiunily. The nations might be divided, yet, as 
sharing a common human nature, their interest for the 
development and happinesa of the race must be in com- 
mon, and, therefore, wars must cease. The misery of 
war&re had oome so close to him that this was a 
necessary part of every project of his for national or 
international welfare, and stamped each as chimerical, 
even to thoughtful men. 

The older Ftoelon grew the more the necessity of ' 
warfare outraged his reason, and the more fiercely he 
endeavoured to obviate it ; but in this matter the flaw in 
all his argimients is obvious, and evoa the celebrated 
Tables of Chaulnes, which he compUod deUberately, and 
in conjunction with U. de Chevreuse, are not exempt 
from a blemish that destroyed their practical utility. 
Th^ interest is due, in fact, rather to their connection 
with Ftoelon than to their political value. They were 
the first-fruits of the sudden revul^on of feeling pro- 
duced by the death of the elder Dauphin and the 
unlooked-for promotion of the Duke of Burgundy to the 
honours of the heir-apparent. It was confidently believed 
that F^elon himself would soon be at the helm, and the 
contemptible conspiracies which had made the life of the 
young prince a misery, and prepared concerted opposi- 
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tion to the influeooe of the archbishop, Tanished as- 
oompletelj aa though they had never been. It waa a 
moment vhen a man might well give rein to his ima^fr- 
tion, and the ide^ constitution drawn up, in a week they 
passed together at Chauhies, by Fdnelon and de Cherreuse, 
could not have been imposed upon the country as the 
Great King had left it; it could only have serred as 
profitable study for the Dauphin in leisure hours, and, 
pwhaps, si^f^ted fvojeots of possible reform. 

F^nelon's politics are most conTincing when he finds 
hunself in definite opposition to the existing system. If he 
originates a theory of his own he is apt to become visionary, 
although, had he been called upon to put his theories into 
practice, the wisdom which characterised his administration 
of his diocese would unfailingly have modified his idealism. 
Not in principle only, but in actual fact, the misfortunes 
of the nation affected him more deeply than any personal 
sorrow; distrust of the King was at the root of his 
anxieties, and he was moved sometimes by his fore> 
boding to passionate and forcible ezpressionH which no 
private calamity could wring from him. It seemed to 
him that the King had ruined the nation, and not exalted 
it as his flatterers maintfuned, and he sooffed at the 
veneer of sanctity which he assumed in his old age. 
" Will Qod be satisfied with devotion which is ex[ureased 
in gilding a chapel, in tellii^ of beads, in listening to 
music, in being easily shocked, and in expelling a few 
Jansenists ? . . . They pnuse the devotion of the King, 
because he does not rebel against the Providence that is 
humbling him. It is enough that we shoidd think he 
has made no serious mistake, that he should regard him- 



id By Google 



FENELON THE ARCHBISHOP 343 

self as a pious king whom God is testii^, or at the most 
as a king vho has sinned in his youth, like David, from 
the weakness of the flesh. But do they tell him that he 
must realise that he has jdui^ed himself into a ohaos 
&om which all escape seems hopeless by the destruction 
of all order ? . . , When despotism is obviously bankrupt 
and overwhelmed, would you look to the venal folk who 
have fattened on the blood of the people to ruin them- 
selves to uphold it ? " * 

Such words as these breathe the spirit of revolution, 
and are the expression of F^nelon's inmost thot^ht. The 
Duo de Chevreuse was always the recipient of such out- 
pourings. De BeauviUiers stood too near the King to 
listen to them, for it would have needed very little strain- 
ing to twist an accusation of treason out of the letters 
that were despatched from Cambrai to Verstulles. Per- 
haps the King's inveterate dislike to F^elon was only 
another indication of that discriminating insight into 
character which was so strong a factor of his greatness; 
for, while the old regime continued, the priest, in spite of 
his nominal love of peace, must have proved more and 
more a disturbing element as he himself developed and 
hifi influence increased ; and it is conceivable that there 
were men about the Court who revered anA secretly 
applauded the archbishop, and yet were glad that so 
many leagues divided him from the centre of aflairs. 

There was one method by which the King might 
have evaded the stigma of persecuting a subject whose 
reputation stood bo high. He might have silenced 
F^nelon the politician by a pledge of honour as binding 

' Corrapondanoe de Findon, i. 133, to H, da OheTTttDs*, AQgiuC 1710, 
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as the fiat of the Pope upon his mysUc speculations, and 
left him free to find hia place in the irorld of letters and 
delight the lovers of literature, present and to come. The 
people of Cambrai would have been the losers, but there 
are sufSoient indications that Ftoelon, either as a literary 
oriUo or a historian, would have ranked among the masters 
of the craft. His appointment as tutor to the princes 
made him a member of the Acad^mie Frani^e, but his 
talents were in themselves sufficient to secure the honour, 
and had he remained within reach of Paris he might 
hare heea a moving sjurit there. Even in his exile h« 
watched the proceedings of the representatives of national 
scholarship with eager interest, and in the last year of his 
life a letter from the President of the Academic Franpuse 
called forth a stritdng manifestation of his literary genius. 
His Zettre A VAcadimie Fran^iee is worthy of its cele- 
brity. It contains within the compass of a pamphlet 
his deliberate judgment on subjects whose interest does 
not lessen with the passage of the centuries. It betmys 
that he was capable of theories for the world of letters, 
as startling as those with which he threatened to revolu- 
tionise the world of politics ; and it displays the depth 
and extent of erudition he had acquired in spite of the 
many labours and distractions of his official life.' 

One of the needs for which, had circumstances po^ 
mitted, he would have attempted to provide, is equally a 
need of the present day — that of authorised and reliable 
criticism. It was his su^estion that the Acad^mie 
should devote itself to a detailed examinatitm of the 
standard works in the French language, and prepare 
popular editions with notes on the author's style, aim. 
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and goieral soheme.^ He had lived too much alone to 
taHj understand the difficulties attendant on literary 
criticism conducted hy a species of committee ; for the 
amount of deliberation required to put this idea in 
practice must have necessitated a very strict limit on 
the number of authors chosen for such distinction. The 
poverty of the language vas another opportunity for the 
efforts of the Acad^ie ; and it is interesting to see that 
F^nelon — whose style is so unlaboured that every thought 
seems to have been bom in bis brain ready clothed for 
exposure to the world — should have recognised the need 
of words that would be comprehensive in themselves 
and require no enlargemant. It is evident that he had 
stuiUed poetry from the orafteman's point of view, and it 
is espetoidly in poetry that words conveying the fine 
gradations of expresuon are essentiaL Classical scholar- 
ship made him impatient of the love for rhyme, in 
opposition to the taste [vevalent at Court. "If I (un 
not mistaken, our poetry loses more than it gains by 
rhyming," he said. " It loses a great deal of its variety, 
its ease, and harmony. The rhyme being far to seek, 
the poet is often reduced to spinning out end weakening 
his meaning; he makes use of two or three super- 
numeraiy lines to lead up to the one that he requires." ' 

It may be inferred that Bacine found no favour with 
Ftoelon. He was the &voi]rite of Hme. de Mfuntenon, 
and the fashion at the Court during F^elon's term of 
office there ; but the flowery el^anoe of Us diction was 

* (Evvnt di PAmJow, xxU., Mtrnmrt tar Ut OsaupoMoni it I'AeadimU 
FroMf^tt, port U. 

* Ibid., LtUrt tur la Oevafatiori*, JM^ p«rt t. 
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so much at Taiianoe with the subjeota that he selected 
for his dramas that F^aelon regarded them as a travesty 
on the chissio writers. For Molifere F^nelon had un- 
stinted praise ; his intimate acquuntanoe with the works 
of the great playwright is made evident by frequent 
references to him in his correspondence, and his own 
knowledge of the literary art taught him to rec«^;nise a 
master. But he is not an unbiassed judge of Moliire, 
for here agun he deplores the frequent effort after 
rhyme, and, moreover, the spirit of comedy is ueoeasarily 
antagomstio to the real traditions of priesthood. 

It is the subject of oratory to which he brings the 
practical experience of a lifetime. There was little scope 
for the exercise of that art among the laity, for the 
government was in the hands of a few prominent men 
who, if they ever listened to each other's efforts at 
doquence, did so with closed doors, and deprecated any 
attempt to sway or illuminate the mind of the peo{de 
by public speeches. The judicial system also was so 
corrupt that the most eloqumt of advocates made but a 
slight impression, and it was &om the pulpit only Uiat a 
man could secure a hearing. The abuse of such a state 
of things was patent ; raw youths, eager for notoriety, and 
with no other qualifications, were admitted to the priest- 
hood. " Young men of no reputation hasten to preach," 
moaned F^nelon. " Qod knows how I reverence the 
ministers of His Word ; but I am rtiAi"g no personal 
reflection when I say that they are not aU equally 
humble and diffident People fancy they see them 
seeking the glory of Qod less than their own, and that 
they are more anxious about their own career than about 
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the salvaQon of souls. What can one hope from the ,. 
sermoDs of young men without deep learning, irithout 
experience, without having won any reputation, who 
play with words, and desire, possibly, to make their 
fortune in the ministry, when it is a question rather of 
sharii^ the poverty of Christ, of bearing His Cross by 
self-renunciation, of overcoming the passions of mankind 
that we may convert them. The man who is worthy of 
a hearing is he who only uses words as the expression of 
thought. There is nothing more contemptible than the 
professional speaker who uses words as a charlatan uses 
his remedies." ^ 

Ftoelon's views on oratory were indeed a counsel of 
perfection ; but they contain st^^tion as much for the 
present time as for his own, and if tradition may be 
trusted, he did not &11 far short of his ideal " Jl pense, 
il 3aU, et la parole suU." ' Thus, with ep^rammatic 
terseness, he sununarised his notion of a true oratot^s 



There remained another field of thought which pre- 
sented speoial attractions for him, although in lus later 
years his duties interfered with his investigations. His- 
torical research was an art which he believed to have 
been n^leoted and to require the encouragement of a 
recognised body such as the Acad^mie to be worthily 
prosecuted, but here onoe more his ideals are a little 
above the range of himian attainment. 

" The good historian is of no period and no country ," -- 
says he ; " althot^h he loves his country, he must not be 

' LMre A VAtaddmit, put It. 

■ (Ev»Tm dt Pintlon, vol. xnl., Zhalogtut lur rfiojwMM. 
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partial towards it. The French historian must be neutral 
towards France and England : he must pnuse Talbot as 
freely as Dufj^eaolin. . . . There are many isolated &at8 
which teach us nothing but names and dry dates : it does 
not matter whether one knows these names or noL I do 
not know a man if I only know his name. I prefer a 
less exact and less judioious historian, who mutilates 
names and yet gives the details simply like Froissart, to 
those who say that Charlemagne held his parliament at 
Ingelheim, that then he left and went to fight the Saxons, 
and that he returned to Aix-la-Chapelle ; all of which 
teaches me nothing useful The chief perfection of a 
history lies in its order and arrangement. To arrive at 
this order the historian must take in all his history and 
make it his own ; he must see it all as in one view ; he 
must turn it round and round to every side until he has 
found the true point of view. He must show the unity, 
and thus derive, so to speak, every event from the same 
origin : thus he instructs his reader to good purpose, he 
gives him the pleasure of {addicting, he interests him, he 
places the plan of events in each period before his eyes, 
he imravels what had to happen before him, he makes 
him reason without reasoning with him, he spares him 
infinite repetition, he never lets him grow weary, and also 
he makes his narrative easy to remember by the conti- 
nuity of the facts. A well-ohosen incident, a well-re- 
membered saying, a gesture which portrays the humour 
or the genius of an individual, is an original and precious 
light on history, and brings the whole man before one's 
eyes. 

" If a really enlightened man set to work to write on 
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the rules of history he might unite esamples with his 
{sinoiples; he might orltioise the historiaoB of all ages; 
he might remark that a really good historian is perhaps 
even more rare than a great poet" ' 

F^elon attacks these questions with all the fire of 
the joui^ reformer rebelling at the established canons 
that sap t^e human interest from lus favourite study; 
and it is strange to find the date of his letter to be but a 
few mouths before lus death, and remember that he could 
not hope to see the fulfilment of any of the schemes he 
might propound. So stroi^ was his interest in education 
that it is much to be regretted that he did not write a 
more comprehensiTe work upon the subject ; but on one 
point his judgmmt could not be accepted by a more 
enlightened generation. The question that so frequently / 
disturbs the peace of the Roman Church, that of permit- 
ting the reading of the Bible to the laity, was one of those 
on which he was consulted, and it must be acknowle^ed 
that he took the old and narrow view. He coosidered 
that there was great danger of heresy and rebellion 
f^ainst the Church if the Bible were read by the igno- 
rant. The freedom of early days was only suited to 
purer conditions. It should be the great aim of the 
Church to fit the people to read Scripture, but before 
they were ready it was casting pearls before swine, and 
very likely to harm tham.* 

This was hia method of upholding one of the faultiest 
contentions of the Romsn Church, and the weakness of 
the argument breathes the very spirit of priestcraft. Pri- 
marily he was a priest of the Roman Church. If we are 

1 £«t(re A VAvaAtBo*. * (Evmrti de Findoa, toL 111. 
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tempted to forget it because his toleraace was bo mnoh 
irider th&a bis creed, the reminder comes, as it must hare 
come inevitably if one of his guests ever foigot that the 
courteous gentleman and man of letters who presided at 
Gambru was vested with the di^ty of an arohbishop. 
The power of the Church, if once admitted, was without 
limit, and the humblest-minded of her servants felt him- 
self bound in honour to assert her claim on deference. 
F^nelon was called upon to formulate his conception of 
ecclesiastical dignity, when he had borne the weight of it 
himself for many years, in his address at the consecration 
of the Elector of Cologne, who, having been deposed in 
the course of the War of the Spanish Succession, became 
Bishop of Cologne and Badsbonne in the sprii^ of 1707. 
The Elector received his consecration at the hands of 
Fenelon, and the exhortation that preceded it is of the 
deepest interest as contunii^ the mature espresuon of 
F^neloo's estimation of the Church. His thoughts had 
centred on that subject He had sacrificed much to save 
his loyalty, and in his later years he taught himself to 
believe that his ideal was a reflection of reality. Histori- 
cally, it is easy to prove the extent of bis delusion, but 
his isolation made its acceptance easy, and many oppor- 
tunities were given him of rai^ng the traditions of 
individual priests. The possibihties of advancement, 
social and financial, which the Church offered to the 
ambitious was one of the abuses which he desired to 
abolish. " Listen to Jesus Christ," he cried from the 
pulpit of the great church at Lill& " He came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister. You see Him, the 
Sou of God whom you are about to represent, in the midst 
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of His people. He did not come to eiyoy riches, to 
receive honour, to taste of pleasure, to wield worldly 
power. Rather He came that He might humble Himself, 
that He might suffer, that He might support the weak, 
heal the sick, win the hard-hearted and rebellious, difiuse 
His blessings among those who injmred Him the most, 
. extend His arms continually towards a people who denied 
Him. Do you believe that the disciple is above His 
Master? 

" If your people only see you at a distance, only see 
you in state, only see you surrounded by all that will dry 
up their confidence, how can they dare to break from the 
crowd to appeal to you, to tell you their troubles and find 
their help in you 1 How can you teach them to r^ard 
you as a father if you always claim to be their ruler ? " ' 

The people of Caml^ai could witness that these were 
no empty precepts, and F^nelon's friends were forced to 
realise that personal enjoyment and private interest must 
give way before the duties of his ministry. " I must confer 
with the chapter on a lawsuit ; I must write and despatch 
letters ; I must examine accounts. How dreary would be 
life made up of these perplexing details but for the will 
of God which glorifies all He has given us to do." * 

lliat is the note to which F^elon toned his life at 
Cambrai, making himself the servant of all, and glorying 
in the honour of such service, fear^l of the outward 
pomps the Church conferred upon him, yet accepting 
them in all simplicity because he Mthfully believed the 
Church to be directed by his Master. 

' Saert de PEUetmr, point HL, CSvvru de F6ntlon. 
' Comipondanet de Rneltm, vi 328. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE SPIBITUAL LETTERS 

It is to be deplored that a man of such aHHty as 
F^eloa should have expended his powers on the ephe- 
mera) subjects iuTolved by rel^ous oontroversy. He 
did not pause to conader hov brief and passing the 
questions which to him appeared momentous might 
prove to be, and lavished the whole force of his intel- 
lect OD obscure detuls of belief and ritual that, after 
two centuries, have completely lost all interest or im- 
portance. On the other hand, the work which still 
keeps him in the front rank among religious writers 
was never intended for general reading. The Spiritual 
Letters of F^elon have never, and probably can never 
be superseded ; but some part of their enduring power 
is due to the fact that they were intended to meet 
the individual needs of the persons to whom they were 
addressed-^-that his mind, as he wrote, was concentrated 
in the effort to realise the special character that he 
endeavoured to strengthen, with its chief temptations, 
its failings, and its possibilities. Those who received 
his letters knew that they were intended for themselves 
alone, and the personal touch adds greatly to their 
value to readers of the present day ; for, while his most 
thoughtful exhortations are not free from the preju- 
dices and delusions of the period if intended for a 
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multitade, the counsel he destined for a single troubled 
soul has in it an insight and directness that will find 
its mark and bear its message in endless repetition, while 
the jeani pass and human nature remains unchanged. 

There is a part of the collection of F^nelon's oone- 
spondence distinguished from the rest by the name of 
Spiritual The classification is, however, somewhat arbi- 
trary, for the spiritual idde of his lettera is as impossible 
to separate from the general bulk of correspondence as 
are his spiritual aspirations from his general character. 
In his later years there was no one to whom he wrote 
with such freedom and enjoyment as to his nephew, 
the young Harqnis of F^nelon, and f^^fun and again, 
almost unwittingly as it would seem, he strays from 
the review of local incidents and comments on family 
afiairs to questions that concern the conscience and the 
soul alone. This is characteristic, for, in iact, F^nelon 
would not have recognised any division, and the youth 
to whom he imparted all his anxieties on temporal sab- 
jecta seemed to him the natural recipient for his re- 
tigioos speculations. Among all the letters written at 
Cambrai, those addressed to his favourite nephew are 
therefore the most descriptive both of his individual 
and spritual life. 

Gabriel de Salignac, Marquis de F^elon, who 
became the great and unfailing interest and conso- 
lation of bis ancle's declining years, seems to have 
been worthy of his privileges. He was only nine years 
old at the time of F^elon's banishment from Court, 
and had been placed under his care foiur years earlier. 
At Cambrai he had the companionship of his brother 
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(a secoQd Abb^ de F^nelon) and of the young Harquis 
de Laval, besides that of the three friends of the 
archbishop, who vera all young enough to sympathise 
in the pursuits of an intelligent boy; and be made 
himself at home in his eoolesiastical surroundisga with 
a philosophy which his TringrnMi, Qui de Laval, would 
have done well to emulate. It was said of him in 
later life that he was a man with two great ideas — 
the glory of God and the glory of his unde. The 
description was, doubtless, intended to be flippant; 
nevertheless, it represents the man. The atmosphere 
of religious thought in which he spent his early years 
influenced all his oonduct, and when he made his 
plimge into the chaos of temptation and delight which 
Ftoelon termed the world, he never had a period of 
reaction, but remained faithful to GK>d and to the 
memory of his uncle while his life lasted. His trun- 
ing and education seem to have been undertaken with 
some misgiving J but Fdnelon found it difficult to refuse 
a service to his family that depended on himself, 
because he had so repeatedly to deny them the b^iefit 
of his interest at the Court "I cannot, and I do not 
wish to do less by my family than to take charge of 
the education of a child who is their hope. I must, 
at least, show this goodwill towards my kindred." * Such 
was his method of accepting the responsibility, with no 
previdon of the blessing that he was preparing for 
himselfl 

The young marquis was the grandson of F^nelon's 
step-brother. The tie of blood was, therefore, not so 

■ Oom^ondanet dt Findon, 11. l6, B«p. 1693. 
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dose as to neoessitatd indmacy, but the two regarded 
each othw as father and god, and there is infinite 
pathos in F^elon's endeavour to restrain his anxiety 
for Gabriel's safety when he came to man's estate, 
realiung fully that it was fitting he should desire a 
post of danger, and yet shrinking in terror from the 
result. He can allow for the claims of ambition, of 
pure daring and gallantry, and of self-interest, for lus 
own priesthood bad never dimmed his eyes to the con- 
sideralions that sway the lives of other men ; but he 
had one unfailing maTciTn with which he summed up 
every question : " The chief thing, if I migtAlrA not, is 
simply to follow the instincts of your heart, listenii^ 
only to God and renouncing all r^^ard for the world." * 

The way of godliness was not the way to popularity, 
and this was, therefore, a hard saying for a man who 
had to hold his own in the army and at Court ; yet 
F^elon was &r from ignoring the advantages of popu- 
larity. He urged them on the Dauphin &om his child- 
hood onwards, and he had similar solicitude for his 
nephew. Sometimes, indeed, bis exposition of the defer- 
ence that should be paid to the great seems to fore- 
shadow the coimsels of Lord Chesterfield. " I cannot , 
re&fun from scolding you a little because you do not 
see more of the people you should cultivate. It is 
quite true that the chief point is to improve yourself, 
and to be devoted to youi duty, but you must also win 
some consideration for yourself, and set yourself on the 
way to promotion. Kow you will never succeed, but 
will always be left without a suitable appointment, 

> Corrapondanct de Arufmi, iL 7a 
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unless you acquire some capacity for winmng those 
irho are in power, or on the road to it . . . Very often 
there is only sloth and timidity and indolent self- 
indulgence in this semblance of modesty which avoids 
commerce vith people of distinction. By reason of 
self-conceit, one likes to spend one's life in the society 
one is accustomed to, in which one is at ease, where 
one is sure to get on. One's self-conceit is disturbed 
when there seems to be a chance of not getting on, 
and of bowing before others who are all the fashion. 
In the name of Qod, my dear son, never neglect affairs 
without which you cannot fulfil the requirements of 
your position. One may soom the world and none 
the less realise the necessity of humouring it. Reh* 
gion should detach us irom it; we must not foraake 
it from carelessness or eccentricity."^ 

The foregoii^ may seem to indicate a worldly wisdom 
not consistent with the point of view from which F^nelon 
professed to regard the affairs of life. That, indeed, would 
be no reason for suppressing it in an endeavour to realise 
his true character ; but on closer consideration the advice 
he gives is rather the obvious testimony of common sense 
than evidence of an undeveloped faculty for pandering to 
the great. His own di^ace was an obstacle to the ad- 
vancement of all who bore his name, and he felt it incum- 
bent on him to do all that appeal and admonition could 
do to stir his nephew to oonsidw his own interests. The 
fact that the young man required an incentive in such 
a matter, when his contemporaries wore pushing and 
to win the interest that was of far more 

> Corrt^ondanet de PtntUii, U. 8t. 
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markatable value than the highest oatural capabilities, 
testifies to the influence that had surrounded him in 
boyhood. Bat he had not chosen the life of the recluse ; 
he was the head of a ^mily vhose honour had remained 
untarnished through many generations, and it vas his 
uncle's chief desire for him that he should not only prove 
himself unworldly, but hit the mean between the self- 
suppreaaiou of the monk and the self-indulgence of the 
courtier, that he should bear lus part in the world with 
glory to himself and benefit to others, and yet never 
loosen his hold on the religion to which he had come so 
near in the quiet years at Cambral There is no connec- 
tion in which Fdnelon shows his true manliness as he 
does in these letters ; his nephew came very near to his 
heart, his later years were full of sorrow, and every &esh 
bereavement made him oling more and more desperately 
to the few on whose attachment he could absolutely 
depend. He knew to the full the dangers attendant on 
a soldier's life, and when his fears get the better of him, 
and he impltn^s the youi^ commander not to nin ud- 
necessary risk, there is, almost invariably, an afterthought 
that cancels his momentary timidity. If Gabriel was 
remiss in his duty to society, he seems to have been only 
too zealous in his military duties ; but F^nelon does not 
ask that for his sake he should set some value on his life. 
Mme. de Laval herself had hardly more temptation or s 
greater claim to plead for caution ; but F^nelon, wuting 
at Cambrai in hourly apprehension of news that would 
have snatched the last possibility of personal happiness 
from him, will only allow himself to urge that his nephew 
should ourb his eagerness as God directs him, " Listen 
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in quietness and silence for what Ghid aaks of jou, and 
then do that only. You Till see that all that i^ excessive 
will restrfun itself, and that what is insufSdent will 
appear to be so, so that the gift of graoe will teaoh you 
the right medium unerringlj. That is all that I demre ; 
I care a thousand times more for your fidelity than for 
your life." ' 

To a soldier surrounded by the excitement of constant 
dat^fer, while his blood ran quick with the enthumasm of 
chivalrous warfare, and dariiig pure and ample loomed 
larger in his view than all the virtues, such an exhorta- 
tion may have seemed strange and impracticable, but it 
was only the obvious application of the creed by whioh 
Ftoelon ruled his own life and had triuned his nephew. 
To him there was no condition of life not unworthy in 
itself whioh was outside the scope of the direct influence 
of God. Divine Omniscience was to him as practical a 
truth as Divine Omnipotence, and the necessary result of 
belief in the infinite wisdom of the Father was a constant 
demand for its direction. 

His anxiety for the safety of the life that was so 
precious to him was not, however, in accordance with his 
old theories of passive acquiescence ; but he was spaied 
the overwhelming blow whioh he never ceased to antici* 
pate while Gabriel commanded his regiment at the front. 
The young marquis was wounded in the leg, and though 
he struggled to fulfil his duties at headquarters for more 
than a year, the hurt (whioh lamed him for life) at 
lei^th obliged him to take leave of absence, and in the 
period of suffering and depression that ensued F^ebn 

' Oorrt^ondonst de Findon, ti. 97, August 1711. 
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■waa untiriDg in his efforts to enoouri^ him to rasignatioii 
and eoduraQoe. 

Both vdcomed the opportunity afforded by his on- 
forced idleness of meeting at CambraL No shadow of 
distrust or disillumon seems ever to have fallen across 
their mutual affection, and F^nelon's chief fear for the 
young man iras lest he should let his religion be bound 
so closely to the surroundings of his home as to injure 
its individual claim, and also lest he should display a 
disdain of the world's attractions unfitting to one of his 
years and position, a temptation which seems to have 
been constantly present with him. Certainly Gabriel de 
F^Qelon was not in any way a type of the nobleman of 
the period. In his case, as in that of the Dauphin, the 
strength of F^elon's personality was overwhelming ; the 
lives of both bore the impress of the one character — the 
character of a mystic and a priest — and their contact 
with the world, though it confronted them both in its 
most frivolous and most alluring aspect, could not eradi- 
cate or even soften the hall-mark he had set upon them. 
If GUbriel had been a prey to the slack morality that was 
the fashion, it must have destroyed the value of their in- 
timacy, for when F^nelon came fiuje to face with his nephew 
it would not have been powdble to hoodwink such pene- 
tration and experience as his, and it is s^nificant that 
after one of these meeting their alliance seems invuriably 
to have renewed its strength. Qabriel is still addressed 
by the dtildish and untransl&teable nickname " Mon 
Fanfan," and F^nelon speaks his mind with the confi- 
dence of a true Mendship. "I desire that you should 
make yourself beloved, but God only can make you 
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lovable, for by your nature you are too stiff and harsh to 
be so. The hand of Ood must mould you till you are 
tractable and yielding; He must make you gentle, atten- 
tive to the judgment of others, diBtrustful of your own, 
and as humble as a child."' 

It is not evident whether F^nelon iras his nephew's 
sole confessor, but on one occasion he petitions for two 
separate letters, under the same cover, one of general 
Dews and the other confined to the affurs of the soul, 
while his own replies, being intended for one reader only, 
have no suoh division. The &ults that be detected wen 
evidently not of the gravest kind, and it is probable that 
Oalwiel erred chiefly in externals, and was as reserved 
and churlish as the Dauphin, so that tolerance for others 
and a more absorbing faith are F^nebn's chief deures 
for him. " O mon Fanfan, how happy you would be if 
you would give yourself to meditation, and if you would 
accustom yourself to act with simple and intimate de- 
pendence on the divine spirit in every detul of life. It 
will never fail you unless you fail it first." ' 

Those words come from the depths of F^elon's 
heart. The ties of affection and of blood alike brought 
Gabriel very near to him, and they represent the appeal 
he longed to make to all who had learnt the grammar 
of his own belie! But there were some who had not 
learned even its rudiments, and yet were able to recog- 
nise in him something above the limits of the life with 
which they bad been hitherto oontent. Among the 
friends of Gabriel de F^nelon was one who did not 

,ILiis. 
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bdocg in any way to the section of society vhiob had 
claimed the archbishop as a leader in his period of 
favour. The Chevalier Destouches iron a h^h reputa- 
tion with the army, but in Paris he was dbie&j known 
as a 6<m vivant, addicted to the most recklees self- 
indulgence, and he died in the prime of life, his end 
being hastened by intemperance. Nevertheless, he was 
always a veloome guest at Cambtai, and F^elon's letters 
to him are full of a very real affection. Perhaps if their 
connection had begun a few years earlier it might have 
had a difTerent sequel ; their correspondence extends over 
a period of three years, the last of F^nelon's letters being 
dated only a few weeks before his death, and proves that 
there must have been some qualities in the character of 
the cheraher which might, by the influence of s^pa- 
thetic friendship, have been developed into a deure for 
self-control and self-respect. The letters are a curious 
instance of F^nelon's power of projecting himself into 
the lives of others. They are written at his saddest period, 
but there are few of them that have not a vein of liveli- 
ness; and though he never misses an oj^rtunity of 
ui^;ing the young soldier to overcome his faulte— faults 
that must have been especially repugnant to his natiure 
— ^his counsels are given in a bantering tone that was 
far more likely to find a hearing with the light-hearted 
cul[ffit than severe and sober exhortations. The cheva- 
lier valued his Mendship, and was bo far impressed by 
his reproofs as sometimes to resent them ; but F&aelon 
dung to his object, and while he has his pen in hand 
and the thought of the young soldier and his wasting 
opporttmilies in his mind, forgets himself and his own 
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pressiiig And oTerwhelming sorrows in die hope of vaa- 
quishing the lover nature and oalling out the high and 
noble capabilities whose existence he had reoognised. 

At that time those whom he needed most were bdi^ 
taken from him one by one, until it seemed, as he once 
said himself, that all whom he loved were doomed to 
die before him. There were fears that Gabriel's wound 
would prove inoiurable, all his hopes bad turned to dis- 
appointment, and F^nelon might have justified himself; 
in his old age and fulii^ health, if he had made no 
further effort to turn the hearts of the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just ; but he proved by those letters, 
full of a kindly comradeship with one whose way of 
life was utterly antagonistic to his own, that his ideal 
was not founded on any theory of what the world 
expected of him, but on the rule of love, unselfish and 
untiring, that was his Master's. 

It is in this rule of love that we must seek the 
explanation of F^elon's extraordinary influenoe; life 
had been a hard and difficult school to him, but it had 
taught him to conquer himself, and in learning his lesson 
he learnt also how to teach. The names and circum- 
stances of many of those who appealed to him an 
uoreoorded, but ^ey were almost innumerable, and his 
replies are evidence of their widely differing experience ; 
for in his counsels there is nothing stereotyped, the needs 
of each were different, and to each he gave his best 

There were some who came to him who found it 
hard to face all that he asked of them, and to these 
the strong severity that underlay his gentleness was 
manifest. " You fear to feel the yoke, and therein lies 
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the real root of a certun unbelief that you urge upon 
yourself. You irish to persuade yourself that you are 
not yet sufficiently connnced, and that, in this condition 
of doubt, jou can make no advance towards re%ion 
vithout doing it rashly, and irith the risk of speedily 
relapsing. You persuade yourself that you doubt, to 
avoid haTin^ to yield yourself and to sacrifice a miser- 
able freedom which self-love cherishes. Honestly, vhat 
have you that is real and substantial to nxge against 
the truths of religion ? Nothing but the fear of being 
made tmctnnfbrtable and of leading a life that is labo- 
rious and sod ; nothing but the fear of being led further 
towards perfootioa than you desire. It is only because 
you grasp reli^on, because you feel its sovereign power, 
because you see all the sacrifices that it inspires, that 
you fear it and will not yield yourself to it. But let 
me tell you that you do not yet know how sweet and 
pleasant it is. You see what it takes from yon, but 
you do not see what it gives. You exaggerate the 
sacrifice without picturing the consolation. God teaches 
you, waits for you, prepares you, makes you willing 
before He commands you. If He thwarts your evil 
desires, He gives you, by His love, a longing for truth 
and goodness which will be stronger than all your other 
disordered longings. What are you waiting for? That 
He should work miracles to convince you 7 No miracle 
would rid you of the vacillations of a self-esteem that 
dreads exposure. What do you desire ? Unending 
arguments : when all the while you realise in the bottom 
of your heart that which God has the right to oltum 
of yon ? . . . You deserve that God should abandon 
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you as a pumBhmeDt for such prolonged resistance, but 
He lores you more than you know how to love yourself. 
In His mercy He pursues you, and troubles your heart 
that He may win it ... Is it to be wondered at that 
the Infinite is beyond our comprehension, which is so 
feeble and limited ? Would you measure God and His 
mysteries by your standards ? . . . Instead of judging 
God, leave yourself to be judged by Him, and acknow- 
ledge that you need that He should set you in the 
right way." ' 

The force of conviotioD is the inspiration of this 
passage. F^eloo needed no platitudes, threadbare with 
repetition, to cover the truths which were his guide to 
holy livii^. He would have others believe as he be- 
lieved, and r^arded reform of thought and conduct as 
the logical and necessary sequel of belief; but he was 
watchful and discriminating, and well knew how to dis- 
tinguish between the profession of conversion (which 
Mme. de Maintenon had made fashionable) and its 
reality. He could applaud an evident inclination towards 
the ways of virtue, and at the same time single out the 
secret failing that was the obstacle to definite reform — 
whether it were vanity or sloth, or any darker form of 
sin. The letters intended for one person in each in- 
stance seem to lead forward by gradual steps, which 
show that each one had found its due response, and if 
we contrast the way of life habitual to the gentlemen 
about the Court or with the army, with the standards 
F^elon required, it is extraordinary that any were found 
to adhere to his directions. 

' Oarmpondanad de findan, T. 33. 
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To appeal to him vhui under the isfiuenoe of sudden 
reaotion was, considering the reputation of the Archbishop 
of Cambru, no more thftn the natural instinct with which 
the sufiFering would turn to the chief physiciaa ; but when 
they realised the violent nature of his remedies, the un- 
sparing detail of his criticisms, the perpetual stn^le 
against self which was the regime that he enforced, it 
must have required a strei^h of character and power of 
perseverance worthy of high development to keep the 
rules that he laid down so ruthlessly. 

Not that he could ever be accused of overlooking or 
undervaluing the difficulties. He knew them all, and fore- 
saw that to some they would prove insurmountable ; but 
he desired that they should be faced, and that the life 
lived in God's sight should in its outward form remain, 
the same as when it was under the ackuowlec^ed domi- 
nion of the devil The other method, that of retarement 
and complete renunciation, would have been easier, but in 
his view it was not God's method. " Ton would like a 
kind of repose wherein you might occupy yourself freely 
with what interests you, and spare yourself anything that 
might reopen your wounds; but that is not what God 
requires. He requires that that which affected and 
absorbed you too much formerly should present iteelf 
incessantly and be a part of your punishment" * This 
thought goes to the root of a question which was con< 
stantly appearing : whether the repentant should set the 
seal on their new resolutions by fleeing from the world 
and its temptations to the safety of the cloister, and the 
toidency of F^elon's mind was, evidently, to dissuade 

> CormpondaTw* de FiKdoit, T. 36. 
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those irho consulted him from such a step, for in many 
iuBtanees he recognised in it a subtle fonu of cowardice, 
and desired more that the worthless bulk of societj 
should be leavened b; earnest men and women than that 
the monasteries and convents should be crowded. In 
the case of La Chanoinesse he took another line, but 
Mme. de la Maisonfort stood by herself, and could not be 
conformed to general theories, nor did her career afford 
an example to be singled out for imitation. 

Uany of F^elon's correspondents, nevertheless, were 
members of one or othor of the religious orders. One 
there was — a woman — ^whose connection with him seems 
to have extended over man; years (until her death at an 
advanced age, in fact), and to have b^;un while she was 
still living at the Court. She was a single woman, and, 
judging by his letters, extremely emotional, and the fail- 
ings attendant on that order of temperament were always 
treated by F^elon with exceptional severity, probably 
because be knew by his own experience the danger of 
unreality induced by a religion that rested mainly upon 
feelings. He was not her aoxdeaaor, and she does not 
appear to have had any definite claim upon him, but, 
though their intercourse was maintained entirely by 
letter, she depended on him and confided in him aa the 
chief support and inspiration of her life. She seems to 
have had many difficulties to contend with. Those of 
her own household opposed her in the outward observ- 
ances that she believed essential, and opposition made 
her the more detramined ; her experiences in this respect 
recalling those of Mme. Guyon. F^nelon does not spare 
her. He formed his estimate of her character; he saw 
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that she lored appluise as much in hw religious profes- 
sions as formwly in society, that she was in constant 
dai^;er of hypoorisj, and that even her oonfidenoe in 
him might in its earlier sta^ be only a longing for 
sensation. He tests her by the bluntness of rebuke ; he 
recommends her to practise Uie patient humility which 
gave most trouble to her pride ; he is inclined to depre- 
cate rather than encourage the freedom with which she 
lays bare her secret thot^hts before him, and only a 
ancere and deeply-rooted conviction that his help was 
essential could have survived the coldness with which 
her advances were received. She persevered, however, 
and posdbly learnt by perseverance the sincerity la 
which he thought her lacking. As the years pass there 
is an obviom difTerenoe in his letters ; illness and sorrow 
had overtaken her, and, while he xuges her to recognise 
in them the hand of God, his attitude has not the same 
severity. " I sympathise with you, but one must endure. 
We are in this world only to be purified by sacrificing 
our inclinations and all natural desire. Sacrifice your- 
self then ; you have excellent opportimities ; what a pity 
it would be to waste them ! " ^ 

Finally, being freed from family obligations, she took 
the veiL She was old, and the discipline of conventual 
rule bore hardly on her physical condition, and F^nelon, 
though he was an advocate of asceticism, would have her 
avail herself of every indulgence that was ofTered her, 
rebuking the zeal that welcomed bodily aMctions. With 
the approach of death she became fearful, and then he 
permits his natural tenderness to find free expression. 

' (hnttpomimu* Jt Findan, tL 85. 
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/ For those vho — whether as priest or ann — made oatward 
profesuon of religion, it might be oustomary to talk of 
death as deturabla A few m^ht do so with sinoerity, 
and with St Frands of Aasisi cry, " Weloome, good raster 
Death!" But F^nelon knew that such phrases were 
generally fictitious, and that a lonely woioan would find 
no oomfort in conventiona] fiotioos, howfltrer admirable 
they might be in theory. Instead, he gave her sym- 
pathy. " I can well understand that age and infirmity 
has made you see death close at hand with much more 
solemnity than when you used to regard it from a 
distance. ... It is not a question of feeling delight in 
dying ; such a sensation of joy in nowise depends upon 
ourselves. How many of the great saints have been 
lacking in this joy. Let us be content with what is 
f^Ten us by graoe and by our own free-wilL That is to 
say, not to listen to human nature, but to reugn our- 
selves honestly to that which we are not privileged to 
welcome. Albeit human nature spurns this bitter cup, 
the inner being can aay with Jesus Christ, ' Nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as Thou wilt.' St. Frauds de Sales 
separates consent from feeling. One is not master of 
inclination, but one is of acceptance by the graoe of GK>d. 
" Await death without regarding it so sadly as to injure 
yonrsdf and weaken your health. It is sufficient pre- 
paration for death to try to relinquish all things, to be 
quietly repentant for the smallest faults, with the denre 
to overcome them, to walk in the presence of Qod, to be 
gentle, yielding, and patient in suffering, finally, to en- 
deavour that self should die before bodily death has come."' 

1 0»rrt^poi*danet it F4iidi», tL too. 
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That is the fitting end of the series. F&ielon did oU 
that man could do to calm the feafs of the troubled soul, 
but he knew that the only efficient remedy for her dis- 
quietude rested with Another. " Feel after Him, and thou 
shalt surely find Him ; wait for Him, and He will come," 
ther^ lay the only reassurance for the terrors of the 
dying, and to his view no lepetiticai could dull its efficacy. 

The influence he exeroised over the men who made 
him the guardian of their conscience and the censor of 
their conduct appears to modern criticism to be further- 
reaching in effect and healthier in tone than his dose 
intercoturse with women; but it should be remembered 
that a man who held such views as inspired the letters of 
some of his women correspondents would not have re- 
mained among the difficulties and distractions of the 
world. It was not en unuHual occurrence for a man of 
high position, who had joined in all the frivolity and 
wickedness of the society sturounding him, to brei^ down 
every barrier that impeded him and take refuge in the 
silence and obscurity of La Trappe or some other religious 
iostitutioQ, where he could devote himself to meditation 
and repentance undisturbed. Having done so, his need 
for F^elon's guidance would cease to be imperative ; but 
there was a claim of duty and obedience upon womoi 
who were wives and mothers which could not be set aside 
on any plea connected with rel^on, and therefore the 
intensity of their aspirations and the violence of self- 
examination found its only outlet in the system of coq- 
fesraon. To modem criticism, agiun, the mental condition 
of these pious ladies of the Court may seem morbid and 
artificial ; but there is probably no parallel in modem life 
2 A 
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to tho violence of contrast between the disupation that 
-was fashionable and the purity of life and self-rennneift- 
tioD to which the exponents of the Roman fiuth exhorted 
their disciples. The two were almost incompatible, and 
F^nelon, at least, believed in the praotice of oonfesaon as 
t^e only possibility of reconciling them. " You are never 
truly humbled before God when you are not ready to 
humble yourself before the man whom you consult as 
His minister. It is pride that gives you so much dislike 
to speaking. You must confess everything with simplicity, 
however much it costs you." ^ 

That was his argument for confessioD, and from his 
point of view it was completely logioaL 

There were two ladies of the Court who were especially 
the objects of F^nelon's friendship and direction, Mme. 
de Orammont and Mme. de Montb^oo. The sole clum 
of the latter on the remembrance of posterity rests in 
the letters he addressed to her ; but these are the firuit 
of a deeply religious nature expanding for the help of 
others, and his own development may be traced in follow- 
ing the series. His connection with Hme. de Gram- 
mont ceased when he was banished from the Court, and 
the first letter to Mme. de MontMron is dated in January 
1700. His friendship for Mme. de Montb^n and fw 
her husband was of loi^ standing, but hb apprehension 
of involving those he loved in his own di^raoe made him 
reticent in expressions of regard, and he would have made 
no voIuDtaiy advances towards them after the condemna- 
tion of his book. M. de Montb^n was Governor of 
Cambru, however, and was not disposed to waste the 

* Corrapond/mmde Findon, ri. 68. , 
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opportunity of intercoDTBe with the srohtnshop vhich his 
appointment gave him. It is posnble that the facilities 
for intimacy with Ftoelon fostered the natural inclina- 
tions of Hme. de Hontb^ron; she had "made pro- 
feaaott of [nety," according to the phrase ourr^it at the 
time, and she cMmed all the aesistanoe that a man of his 
charactM and wisdom eould give her. 

In 1 702 he comented to become her confessor, rather 
against his will, for he probably foresaw the infinite diffi- 
culty of dealing with a woman of her temperament, and 
the result fulfilled every foreboding. But difficulty was in 
itself an inspiration to him, and he gave her counsel, 
which, if his reputation rested upcm that only, and no 
other production from his pen had been preserved, would 
Justify the admiration of his contemporaries and make his 
name immortal amoi^ re%ious teachers. Every rule for 
the life of faith may be found among those letters, and 
every incentive to lead a man or woman to embrace that 
life. He grudged no labour and spared no pains to tran- 
-quillise the morbid terror and anxieties that oppressed 
Mme. de Montb^n, and gradually the hints and sug- 
gestions of her personality that are interspersed in his 
letters form themselves into a definite and distinctive 
figura She was already past middle i^ when she came 
to Cambrai, and had lived her life among her equals, 
surrounded by the dignified traditions of high official 
place and noble birth. She was a proud woman evidently, 
and possessed of considerable mental ability, which had, 
however, been undermined by the subtleties of excessive 
introspection. The only oondition which would have 
satisfied her aspiratJons appears to have been one of per- 
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petual reli^ous ecstacj, eaerratrng in itself and incom- 
patible with practioal daily life. F^elon's own Tords 
in his letters to her gire a graphio dsBcription of her 
temperament 

" Let me show you, my dear daughter, that which it 
Boems to me tiiat God dedres I should lay before you. 
The mainstay that you have unconsciously cherished in 
your heart since childhood ia immoderate self-esteem 
hidden beneath the semblance of sensibility and heroic 
generosity — a love of the fantastic, the fallacy of which no 
one has ever rerealed to you. You had it in the world, 
and it is with you even in the most sacred undertakings. 
I always find in you a taste for intellectual and pleasant 
things which alarms me ; your fastidiousness causes you 
to find thorns in every condition. You are an ezoellfflat 
counsellor for others, but you yourself are overwhelmed 
by the merest trifles. Everything wrings your heart ; you 
are completely taken up with the fear of doing wrong, or 
with r^et for having done it. You ex^gerate your 
faults by the excessive vividness of your imi^^ination, and 
it is always some triviality which has driven you to 
despair. There are two things which you ioet&c in your- 
self, Madame, which cause you infinite suffering. One 
is the scrupulousness which has been rooted in your 
heart since your childhood, and which has developed 
to the highest degree diuing so many years ; the other 
is your custom of always desiring to touch and feel a 
blesung. Your scruples prevent the realisation of love 
by the distress they cause you. On the other hand, the 
stoppage of this realisation reawakens and increases your 
doubts, for you believe yourself helpless, that you have 
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logt God, and are deluded from the moment that you 
cease to taste and feel a transport of love. You have 
spent your life in the belief that you are alirays given up 
to others, vithout regard for yourseU. Nothing enoourf^es 
aelf-esteem so much as this tribute that one pays to one- 
self as being never influenced by self-esteem, but always 
by generosity towards one's neighbours. But all this oare 
which seems to be for others is in truth for yourself. You 
love yourself so much that you wish to be always satisfied 
that you do not love yoursel£ All your care proceeds from 
the fear of not being sufficiently pleased with yourself ; this 
is the secret of your scruples. You wish that God as well 
as men should be pleased with you, and that you should 
always be pleased with yourself in all that you do in God's 
service. . . ." ^ " There is a very subtle misconception in 
jora troubles, for you seem to yourself to be entirely en- 
grossed by the claims of God and of His glory, while in 
reality you are troubled on your own account You truly 
desire that God should be glorified, but you desire that 
it should be by your own pwfection. . . ."' Ah, what 
deUght it would be to see you calm, mmple, freed from self- 
study and vfun imaginations aboutyourself. Now you make 
your suffi^ings and sorrows for yourself, then your peace 
and consolation would be in God, You turn perpetuidly 
from Him to discourse with yourself upon your sins." ' 

There is something antagonistic to the instincts of 
those who hold a different futh in this intimate analy- 
ns of a soul — laid bare, as it were, for the criticism of 
wa expert; and the letters to Mme. de Montb^n are 

I Oerrtifendanee dt FfnrUn, tI. 337. 
*Aui,TL333. * Ibid., yL 33fx 
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punful reading. - F^nelon gave himself to the study of 
her difficulties and the attempt to guide hex, with a. 
patient dil^noe whioh vas completely self-forgetful ; but 
it is more than questionable whether his power of insight 
and extraordinary sympathy was an advanb^ to her. A. 
director of less diacrimination might have succeeded 
where he, with all his devotion, must be acknowledged to 
have fiuled. For in spite of the sincerity of his submis- 
sion, he was at heart a mystio, and Mme. de Mont- 
b^ron being of the same type as Mme. Guyon, the 
purest and most elerated Mysticusm was more destructive 
to her than obvious heresy. F^elon had the most 
perfect comprehension of her difficulties, because, in &ot, 
her faults were his temptations. "I am covered with, 
mire, and I feel that I sin perpetually because I am not 
guided by the Spirit. The sense of my own eminence 
excites me. In one way I cling to everything, and that 
seems incredible; in another way I hold everything 
lightly, fw I oould eaoly renounce most of the things 
that foster my vanity. I am, none the less, fundament- 
ally devoted to mysel£ Finally, I cannot undersbmd my 
real self. It eludes me; it seems to me to change every 
mmnent ; I hardly know how to say anything which does 
not seem to be untrue a moment later." ' 

This pass^, oceurring in a letter of counsel to 
another, reveals the same fatal habit of introspection 
which darkened the inner life of Hme. de UontMroD, 
and explains the eagerness of his efforts to exorcase a 
temptation of whi<^ he understood the danger. In spite 
of the constant occupations which his position entailed 

' Oomtpondanec de findtm, Ti. 194. 
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uid the publio and prirate anxieties that filled the later 
years of his life, F^nelon devoted himself to her aa though 
her peaoe of mind was his main object of ambition, and 
she, by the pendstence of her self-inflicted torments, made 
perpetual demands on his oompasmon. Once having 
undertaken his office towards her he found his position 
to be one of infinite difficulty, and his sincere desire for 
her welfere — a desire evidently supported by personal 
r^ard as well as by the instinct of his calUng — prevented 
him from severing the conneotion on any of the frequent 
opportunities that offered. A^aia and again, at a crisis 
of her morbid self-analysis, she accuses him of indiffer- 
ence, of contempt, of deliberate deception, and though 
his patience never fails him, his replies bebray that he 
was not invulnerable, that her reckless chaiges made him 
doubtful of himself. " God is my witness that I have ' 
never meant to fail you in anything. I do not say so 
from courtesy or in the wish to oomfort you. He knows 
that nothing would make me say that which I do not 
believe precisely tma But, putting aside what is past, 
and oonaideiing the present only, allowit^ that I did fail 
you, is that a good reason fat treating Glod as I have 
tiaated you, and failii^ towards Him as I have failed to- 
wards you 7 Would you make God as displeased with you 
as you are with me J Tou beUeve it to be God's 'will that 
I should help you to serve Him and do His will ; I am 
ready to do sa I offer myaelf with all my heart Take 
me as I am, dull, discouragii^, irr^ular, negleot&l, lack- 
ing in attention and in tact For your sake I will reform, 
and the desire to do well on your account will uphold 
me. Nevertheless, seek through me the will of God, of 
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whom I am the vile end unTorthy instrument, rather than 
my personal failings." ^ 

" God, of whom I am the unworthy instroment," 
that ia at once his defence and his support amid the 
many difficulties of lus calling. He did not require a 
belief from others which he did not hold himself, but the 
aense of the presence of Ood, which ia the fundamental 
coQTiction of the true mystic, inyolved direct and per- 
petual divine guidance. " Put aside all pride of intellect 
and soaring speculations ; open your heart to Him and 
tell Him everything. Then, having done so, listen for 
His voice. You should have so prepared yourself that 
your whole beii^ wfut« mlent for His utterance, that your 
heart lies open to the impress of His wishes. This silence 
of our being, sospeadii^ our earthly passions, our human 
thoughts, is absolutely essential if we would hear the 
Voice which summons us to the entire sacrifice of self, to 
worship Ood in spirit and in truth." * Such was his con- 
oeption of the mystic's praj^er, an ideal which is rmterated 
with no essential difference in his sermons and published 
works as well as in his private letters. It interprets his 
view of the position of the priests, and by it he believed 
that they attained to the sublime condition of quiescenoe 
which he describes, and did indeed become God's agents, 
so that the faithful might have relied as confidently in the 
divine inspiration of their counsels aa in the divine trans- 
formation of the worthless bread at the celebration of Hass.^ 

But Mme. de Hontb^n was incapable of aooept- 

> CorrapendimB* dt findon, vL 301. 

* thid., T. 36. 

■ Sm lstt«r to Hma. de Hoatb^n, Ibid., 1I 369. 
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ing so plain a doctrine; F^nelon did not misjudge her 
vheo he told her that she failed completely in esoapii^ 
from herself. " The system of directicm is an intercourse 
which should have nothii^ human in it," he vrote to 
her. But the personal element was never banished in 
their relations to each othw, and her self-oonaoiouaaess 
neutralised his endeavours to rfuse her meditations to 
that celestial level to which the mystics constantl; 
asfured. She was as sensitive to his shortcomings in his 
dealings with her aa she was to her own lapses from her 
ideal of sanctity, and again and f^un she seems to have 
overwhelmed him with indignation and reproach, and 
desired to seek another director. F^nelon refused to 
resign his office, however, being well aware that she was 
only yielding to a passing impulse, and that it would be 
hard to find the patience that her moods required from 
any other helper. The strength and dignity of bis sdf- 
control appear in his replies to these outbreaks. " It is 
not a question either of me or of any other person, my 
dear daughtw ; we are concerned with God only. I for- 
give you for the most outrageous fancies about me. I do 
not r^;ard myself, thank Godi But in spite of this 
insult, whidi I have not deserved at your hands, your 
true interests are so dear to me that I would gladly g^ve 
my life to prevent you from ruimng the wOTk of God in 
you. . . . Allowing that all the wild imaginations of 
your fancy were true, resign yourself freely to them, 
setting no limit on thnr duraUon. Submit yourself to 
me, simply l^ ^lith in God, without r^arding me." ^ 
Absorbed in his labour for the woman's soul, F^nelon 

' ' Oo r ru p «7idanee At Findon, vi, 360. 
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may veil hare forgotteo to be mindiiil of her vamty. 
But the positioQ vas a strange one. She had been one of 
the clever women of the society that inoluded Mme. de 
Sevign^, and her admiration for F^nelon evidently had 
referenoe to the intellectual and literary as well as to the 
spiritual aide of his personality. She was ready at one 
moment to expose every detail, of her inmost thoughts, 
and the next, convinced that his knowledge of her folly 
must lower his opinion of her, to charge him with betray- 
ii^ a contempt of which he was incapable. To the last 
he never realised the true obstacle to a durable under- 
standing between them, or that he — the F^nelon of Pazis 
and Versailles, the author of TiUmaque, and the chosen 
frioid of hia Uttle prince — was too much a part of the 
principles he inculcated to be separated from them in the 
mind of a woman such as Mme. de Uontb^on. She 
was morbid and introspective in the last d^ea With 
every step eke leaned more heavily on the supports that 
were intended to strengthen her at starting only, and 
though she seems to have been sincere in her aspirationa, 
and the tortures she inflicted on herself far exceeded any 
suffering she earned to others, her development remains 
as a striking instance of the enervating tendency of the 
^tem of confession. 

Nevertheleas, if she could have been self-forgetful, if 
she could have abandoned the lurkii^ desire to impress 
him with the intense refinement of her spritual sensi- 
bility, and simply told him of her vain gropii^ after 
holiness and her misgivings that she was destined always 
to grope in darkness, she oould have found no surer 
helper than F^nelon. For the crown and glory of his 
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belief ma also the sovereign remedy for such difficulties 
u hen, the knovledge of the indwelling of Qod, the 
perception of Him as love, surrounding, penetrating, and 
enfolding, until thiunan pride and human wishes were 
ovwwhehned, and the submission of "man's nothii^' 
perfect to God's all-complete" had lud every doubt to 
rest, " Anxiety and misgiving proceed solely from love 
of 8el£ The love of Qod acoomplisbes all things quietly 
and completely: it is not anxious or uncertain. The 
8i»rit of God rests continually in quietness. 'Perfect 
love casteth out fear.' It is in fo^etfulness of self that 
we find peace. Wheresoever ^f oomes in it inflames our 
hearts, and forUts subtle poison there is no antidote. 
Happy is ha who yields himself, completely, finally, and 
unconsciously. 

" I pray that God Himself will speak to you, and that 
you will follow faithfully wh(^ He says to you. Listen to 
the inward whisper of His Spirit, and follow it — that is 
enough ; but to listen one must be sUent, and to follow 
one must yield," ' 

With these words the series of F^elon's letters to 
Mme. de Montb^n concludes. The letter is undated, 
and we do not know if his death or hers, or some unlooked- 
for development of outward circtunstances, broke off their 
intercourse. But such a conclunon does not leave them 
incomplete; and if at the end Mme. dc Montb^ron 
renuuned the same hysterical and impracticable enthu- 
siast that she was at the beginning, she did at least, by 
her demands on Ftoel^m's oompasuon, draw out from him 
the testimony of his inm<Mt soul, the revelation of him- 

■ CtorrnpOTxianM de Ftndim, H 466. 
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self, that make his letters to her as a vhole the most 
Taluable among his writings. Their numbffl' and definite 
sequence give them a strength which is necessarily want- 
ing to correspondence undertaken only at some special 
oriBifl in an individual life, yet there are also passages 
written for the succour of others in distress that contain 
the very essence of religion and the true spirit of sym- 
pathy. A long procession of dim figures seems to pass 
before him on the toad to oblivion, pausing, as the winding 
of the way brought them within touch of him, to " stretch 
lame hands of faith " towards him, to meet his reaasaring 
grasp, if only for a moment, and hear his message, which, 
suited though it might be to the needs of each, was yet 
the same for all. " Learn to seek Ood within yourself; 
it is there you will find His kingdom. You must oonfide 
your weakness and your wants to Him : you oaonot do it 
too simply. Prayer is but love, and lore tells all to Qod, 
for we need only speak to our well-belored to tell Him all 
onr love. And having spoken, we must listen. What 
may He not tell us if we do ?" > 

' Oorrttpondanet de Pindm, v., [NUt IL, lott. L 
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THB LAST TEARS OF EXILE 

"Thz best thii^ become the moat polluted, becaiua 
abuse of them is worse than abuse of that whiob is 
less good ; " ' such was F^nelon's reply to those who urged 
the evil of the system of direction prevailing in the 
Roman Ohuroh, and it may be ol^med for him that be 
gave practical evidence that in good hands the system 
did good work. " I ask nothing better than to help you." 
That — ^his own phrase — is the keynote of his position. 
He knew how to encourage the doubters, to bring hope 
to the sorrowful and the sinner, to set a counsel of per- 
feotion before those who had found God. The absolute 
sacrifice of self — the silence of the soul; this was the 
ideal towards which he strove himself and pointed others. 
He did not think that he had reached it, or had come 
near to reaching it. He knew the difficulties of others 
because he knew himself so weU. The outcry of his own 
sorrows and his own failure at times breaks through the 
expression of his sympathy. " I only ask of you what I 
desire for mysel£ I should esteem myself more of a 
devil than a priest if I did not aspire to that humility, 
tumplioity, and gentleness to which I am exhorting 
you ..." * "I have prided myself on being wisa I have 

■ (Evcru dt ftiulon, LtUn «n- la Dinttiim, toL XvU. 
* Oorntpcmdanci de Ftttdon, w. zg. 
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taken delight in the oreatioiu of my htain. I hare feared 
that the vorld had not a suffioientl; high estimate of 
my capacity." ' These were his own oonfessions, written 
when the trials of his life were nearly over ; and, because 
he nerer learnt to take his stand aloof from the struggles 
and difficulties of the human race, he continued to the 
end to nuuntsdn an influence which those whose piety 
was more self-conscious and more confident oould never 
reach. 

Custom and thought must change in two centuries, 
and two centuries are nearly gone since F^el<m wrote 
his Spiritual Letters. Even the phraseology of the 
religious teachers of the past sounds strange and un- 
familiar to modem ears; nor is it possible to form s 
judgment of his literary style from the study of such 
work. It seems as if he wrote them as he would have 
spoken, suiting himself to his knowledge of his hearers, 
aiming at simplicity rather than ornament, and not dis- 
daining homely similes if they will make his meaning 
forcible. But if such study leave us unenlightened 
touching his power as an author, it cannot ftul to bring 
us into some measure of intimacy with him as a man, 
for time has hardly lessened the charm and power of 
those thoughtful self-revealing words. The individual 
touch is lost, perhaps; the readers of to-day are not 
privileged to feel that, as he wrote, their special needs 
engrossed his thoughts. Yet if they need his help he 
will not fail them, for his letters are the reflection of 
himself, a storehouse of practical religion, a treasure for 
the humble. 

* De lUuiml, Vit dt Pindon, p. 99. 



id By Google 



THE LAST YEARS OF EXILE 383 

The charge of harshness may be brought against 
him. He could be very rigid in his requirements, for 
his ideal was high ; he beliered that the first step 
towards it was renunciation, and his rule was as strict 
as the rule of stoicism. " The glory of man and his 
perfection is to emerge from himself, to forget himself, 
to lose himseif, to be merged in Uie pure lore (rf infinite 
beauty." * The condition that such words depict was 
not to him an extrav^^oe of Mysticism but a vision of 
possible perfection, and though it echoed Molinos and 
Hme. Guyon, it found a counterpart yet fiirther back 
in Marcus Aurelios and in Seneca. Between F^nelon ■■ 
and Seneca there is indeed a curious parallel ; the pagan 
writer had eTolved many of the thoughts of the Sjoritual 
Iietteis, and embodied them in a form that has many 
points of omilarity. And herein lies the strongest proof 
of the sureness of the goal reached by such differing 
toads, a proof that may be found repeated endlessly 
through all vicisatudes td the world's history. " The 
spritual hfe arisng from the union betwixt God and the 
soul'" recur again and t^ain as the ideal that a man 
arrives at after a life spent in meditation and study of 
the mystery of beii^. It may be expressed by various 
phrases and shrouded with the jargon of Quietists and 
visionuies, but it remains a truth that to some " this 
union is not more mystical than certain ; " " wherever self 
dwelleth not, there love has her dwelling," ' so that the 
oonclusion of St. John, " he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 

1 Joseph HaU, " ChHst MjEtical." 

'Ibid. 

* Jacob Boehme, Steifd, zi. 537. 
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in Gtod and God in him," is, in &ct, the foundation of all 
MTstioism. 

F^neloD hiioself would not have grounded his obum 
to be regarded as a religious teacher on his Spiritual 
Letters. They were intended to meet speoial needs, 
but the needs were in their nature evanescent, and the 
work which he intended to be the expression of his 
doctrine was the treatise, ;SWr tSxieteiux de Dita, which 
he b^an before he left the Nouvelles Catboliques, and 
never found leisure to develop to the proportions of bis 
original schemei Even the first part did not see the 
light till 17 12, and the second was reserved till three 
years after his death. At the present time the Spiritual 
Letters are far more widely read, owing partly to the 
&ot that a foundation of belief that pays no heed to the 
discoveries of modem science must necessarily be in- 
complete in relation to modem thoi^ht. But on the 
metaphysical philosophers of the eighteenth century the 
book made a profound impression; the speculations of 
Descartes had aroused a host of critics and opposers, 
and F^nelon baaed his arguments on the system of the 
French philosopher. Thomas Reid, in his criticism on 
the various schools of philosophic thought prevalent in 
his day, can tum &om Locke and Hume and Shaftesbury 
to recognise the logical facolty of F^nelon : " I remark 
in passing that his interpretation of the eriterium of 
Descartes is the most intelligible and the most &vourable 
that I ever oame across." * 

F^nelon'a method is an endeavour to trace back the 
instinots and inclinations of man to their first causes, 

> Work* ol T. Beid, toL t., p. 37, " The lDt«UaotiiBl FmmUUos of Han." 
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to attempt to aooount for the unaccountable, and by 
reducing each attempt to an absurdity, to erolve evi- 
dence of divine origin, of Boul and oonscienoe, of the 
Bomething within ourselves, " the Eternal not-ourselves 
that makes for righteousness," and cannot be com- 
pletely disregarded. 

"Whence cornea this wondrous impression o£ the ' 
Infinite which 1b derived from infinitude itself and has 
nothing that suggests the finite in it. It is in myself; 
it is more than myself ; it appears to be everything, and 
myself nothing. I cannot eradicate it, or cloud it, or 
lessen it, or oontradict it. It is in me ; I did not put it 
there, and I only found it there because it was already 
there before I sought it. It remains the same even 
when I do not think of it, and am thinking of other 
things. I find it again whenever I seek it, and it often 
su^ests itself although I do not seek it. It does not 
depend on me ; I depend on it. If I wander away it 
recalls me ; it oorrects me, it revises my opinion." ' 

The development of his argument is not flawless, 
because F^nelon was so imbued with the dogma of his 
&tth that unconsciously he accepts as postulates what 
could not be so r^^orded by men of absolutely unbiassed 
mind ; yet the truth he finally arrives at is practically 
the same as the conclusion of Matthew Arnold : " The 
only real happine^ is a kind of impersonal higher life \ 
he that loves his life does really turn out to lose it." 
If that can be established, it needs no sophistry to trace 
the self-effacing instinct to its source in a God-given 
personality, an inner being, that may be hidden, but 
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cannot be eliminated by tbe cladmi of the oonscioiu eel£ 
F^nelof'B ovn words will g^ve the clearest imprOBaion 
of the £uth vithout which he would have no claim 
to live in the mamwiea of men, and it will be Been by 
his own testimony that bis faith went far deeper than 
any of the dogmas dictated from the Vatican, so that a 
share in it cannot be limited to those who acknowledge 
the supremacy of Rome. Such a passage as the follow- 
ing goes beyond sectarian trammels, and belongs to all 
who claim it for their own, whatever be th«r loation or 
, their creed : " I find in my nature a something in- 
stinctive which is absolutely real, something which is 
within me, yet not of me ; which is above me, yet which 
is in me even when I do not know it ; something with 
which I am alone even as though it were myself, which 
is truly nearer to me than myael£ This something, so 
near, so wonderful, yet impo8»ble to imderstand, most 
needs be God. This it is which shows me, little by 
little, as my limitations will permit, such things as it is 
needful I should know, 

" The same God who gave me heoig gave me thought, 
for my being is in thought. The same God who gave 
me thought is not only the creator, but the object of it, 
at the same Ume infinitely comprehending and infinitely 
comprehensible. Thus all proceeds from Him, all com- 
prehendon, all compreheoBibility, all being; there is 
nothing that is not of Him; we cannot understand or 
be understood save through Him." ' 

It is seldom that the introspective efforts of the 
mystics have found such definite expression, and here 

> Bur POMtmM i* DUh. 
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F^oelon, the oonvinoed and loyal Romanist, stands upon 
equal ground irith Gordon, who yielded no allegiance to 
any Church, for both bdiered that a knowledge of the 
iildwelling of God was the deepest truth in all reli^ons. 
F^elon has developed the thought enough to suggest 
its infimte signifioanoe. Many of the m^tio writers are 
content to reiterate the oouTiction that satisfied them- 
selves, without considering the further speculations which 
would naturally occur to others whose minds were 
differently constructed; but F&ielon had never com- 
pletely merged his reasoning faculty in Mystdeism, and 
therefore was able to allow for its demands. " Shall 
I deny that He is everywhere?" he says, in a viun 
endeavour to define that which is indefinahle even in 
thought " I will admit it in the general and imperfect 
sense; but I cannot acknowledge His corporal presence 
anywhere, for His presence cannot conform to our con- 
ceptions. I acknowledge in Him a Presence that is 
boundlesss : at any moment one can say of God, ' He is,' 
not requiring to say ' He is to-day,' and thus in any place 
one may say ' He is,' not ' He is here.' 

" The only way to contemplate the eternal immensity 
of God is to realise that He is above time and place, that 
all question of time and place is irreverent towards Him. 
The knowledge of greatness and eternity are in close con- 
nection ; they are, indeed, the same, for they represent 
Beiiig without limit. Banish all thoi^ht of limit,, and 
Tain questions will no longer trouble you. God is : what- 
ever you' may add to those two words, on whatever pretext, 
can only confuse them, and cannot make them plainer." ' 
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It is strange to find F^nelon, who spent the best 
years of his life in fruitless controTeny, reverting to the 
simplest expression of all &ith, and acknovled^i^ its 
infinite oomprehensiTeness ; jet he would have failed as 
a practical teacher, he would bare failed in sympathy 
and wisdom, and left undone the life-work that was set 
him, if the ahstraot truth of his behef had not possessed 
him with such profound conviction. For this reason, our 
knowledge of his inner life (which meant tax more in his 
experience than any of the great events which find a 
place in history) would be incomplete without the un- 
finished book whose proo& and ailments are now grown 
obsolete ; and yet, if he had lived the student's life which 
must have had so much attraction for him, and left a 
literary achievement that satisfied himself, it would not 
bring him closer to us. The chief biling of the book as it 
exists is its inevitable obaourity, and the more such a 
theme is elaborated the deeper does its obscurity becom& 

The Xjotters on Metaphysics and Rel^on are placed 
in the standard edition of F^nelon's works as a sort of 
sequel to the treatise Sw PSxiilence de ZHeu, but at the 
present day they are less worthy of attention, and at the 
time of writing were the result of a definite demand for 
his opinion on one or other of the difficult questions that 
disturbed the thoughtful, and not the spontaneous ex- 
pression of his own convictions. Two of them, however, 
derive a special interest from the &ct that they were 
written in answer to the Duo d'Orleans, afterwards the 
R^ent, whose reputation does not suggest that abstruse 
theolo^cat enigmas would have disturbed him very 
seriously. But it has been already pointed out that there 
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was a fashion for suoh intxicate topics in the later years 
of Louis XIV, M. d'Orleans may have been influenced 
by it, and the particular theory that he seems to have 
desired F^nelon to corroborate was in keeping with his 
character and way of life. If his moral sense was not 
completely petrified, the assurance that man had no 
power of free-will, hut was predestined to the career of 
virtue or of vice which he pursued, would have acted as 
a salve to any disoomfort his conscience may have caused 
him, and it is, moreover, an acknowledged attribute of 
the Roman Churoh that those who have been brought 
up within her fold are especially susceptible to the re- 
currence of the claims, supernatural rather than religious, 
of powers whose existence cannot be fo^otten. So much 
reliance is placed by the Roman Catholics on the super- 
natural, that it is to her priests rather than to any other 
Christian ministers that the sinner troubled by misgivings 
would turn instinctively. 

The question su^ested by tike terms, grace, pre- ' 
destinatiou, and free-will, were much discussed at that 
period. Malebrauche the Oratorian wrote his great work, 
La HecA^rche de la Veriii, when F^nelon was at the 
Nouvelles Catholiques, and for many years afterwards 
his works as they appeared were a fruitful tojac of dispute 
among theologians of every schooL The Traits de la NcUv/re 
tt de la Grace} which was published when the friendship 
of F^nelon and Bossuet was at its zenith, inspired F^nelon 
to a refutation oorrespondii^ in its main points with his 
subsequent letters to M. d'Orleans, The subtleties of the 
theory propounded by F^re Malehranche are difficult to 
I Ccmdemned bj the Pop*, Hkj 169a 
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follow ; he desired to prove that Ood limits Himself to a 
simplicity of method, which he terms " order," in the 
direction of His creatures, and in hia eagerness to A&aj 
&ee-will to man, denies it even to God Himsel£ His 
manner of proving it is, briefly, this : — 

" Anything which is not included in God's design is 
against natural order. 

"That which is t^unst natural order is contrary to 
the Spirit of God. 

" That which is oootrary to the Spirit of God is evil, 
and therefore imposable. 

" But that which is impossible cannot be within the 
scope of Ged's intention in any sense. 

"Therefore the future cannot be in any sense con- 
ditional, because, as part of God's perfect scheme, it can 
have but one development." * 

There is a very evident flaw in the last words of the 
third clause of the argument, because to the flnite intel- 
ligence the existence of evil is not impossibla But 
F^eloD refuted the whole proposition on the same 
ground, that of the primary impossibility of aflaummg 
a limit to the power of the Alm^hty. Malebranche 
asserted that the natural order of creation was infinitely 
perfect, that it was blasphemy to r^ard it otherwise, 
because it had been ordered by the will of God St. 
Augustine seems to have foreseen the difficulty, and 
answered it in saying — that the imperfection of a part 
may be necessary to the perfection of the whole, per- 
fection in humanity has been reached once only, fat that 
which is not God Himself is necessarily imperfect. And 

* (Evert* dt Ftndon, IIL p. 31. 
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F^Qelon, oariTiiig the thought a little forther, suggests 
the principle of eToIution in predicting the boundleas 
development not only of humanity, but of creation. 

The labyrinth of speculation in vhich the le&ders of 
siloh a oontroTersy involved themselves is thus indicated ; 
but F^nelon, vrhile he sympathised with the aim of every 
seeker after truth, was ardent in defence of the doc- 
trine of free-vill, for he had oome so near to Quidtism 
in the days of Hme. Qiiyon that he realised the infinite 
evil resulting from its negatioa To deny free-will is, of 
course, to assert the intolerable doctrine of predestination 
-^a doctrine .that, logically, attacks the very spirit of 
Christianity, tot it is unthinkable that the Ood of the 
Xew Testament created any beings to be the slaves of 
sin and the sufiTerers of punishment without the power 
of escape. 

It is necessary to revert once more to F^nelon's own 
words to realise his conception of the God to whom so 
many sincere and earnest men have attributed oomplete 
indifference towards the human raoe. " The first of His 
gifts," he wrote, "the foundation of all others, is that 
which I call Self; He gave me myself. To Him I 
owe not only all I have, but all I am. As &r as 
words can go we may ezpliun it, but tUxe mind of man 
can never understand the infinity of suoh a ^t. The 
Gbd who made me, gave me myself, the self I love so 
muoh I owe to His goodness, and God shotild be in me 
and I in Him (if I may so express it), semng I ddrive 
myself from Him. Without Him I should not be my- 
self; without Him I should not have the self I love nor 
the power of loving it, neither the will to love nor the 



id By Google 



39» F^NELON 

thoughta vherebj I know mTself. All th«t I hAve and 

am 18 giTenme."^ 

The Father vhom these words depict oould not hftva 
foreordiuned His children to despair. The gift of grace, 
which taught men to work out their own salvation, might 
be a separate gift of Divine Beaiefioenoe, but all men poa- 
sessed the knowledge of right and wrong and the power 
to choose which of the two appeared to them the greater 
good. There oould be no heutation in the minds of 
those to whom God was a reality, and therefore the 
necesmty of choosing did not come home to them ; but 
F^nelon knew how very few there were whose private 
interests and ambitions were overshadowed by the 
thou^t of Gk>d ; they might profess to yield themselves 
to Him, but the claim of the world was the rule which 
directed them in practice. 

" One can only be doubtful of the greatest good when 
one sees it imperfectly," he wrote, with the toleration for 
the delusions of others which experience had taught bim; 
" superficial knowledge d^^rades it to the level of benefits 
which are infinitely inferior. Then the shadows that ob- 
scure it, and the distance that divides us from it, seem to 
equalise it with the finite things we touch and know. It 
is this false equality which allows man to hesitate and 
choose, and exert bis freedom of selection between ad- 
vantages that cannot really be compared. But if the 
greatest good should suddenly become evident, its in- 
finite all-powerful enchantment would overwhelm all demre 
of &ee-will, and eveiy other attraction would disappear 
as the shadows of night disappear before the light of 

> (EvwrtM de Aiulon, UL p. 306. 
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day. We know that most of the delights of this hfe are 
so unsatisfactory in themselves, or so insecure, that we 
eon easily draw comparisons. As we compare, we weigh 
them that we may ohoose, and as we weigh them our 
inmost consoiou&ness tells us that we are free to choose, 
because the claim of those things is never so strong as to 
destroy all balance and absolutely force our wilL It is 
in this balancing that fre&-will is exercised. Take away 
free-will, and you take away all vice, all virtue, and all 
merit"' 

This is indeed the conclusion of the whole matter. 
If we could see clearly, if we could remember the Spirit 
of Infinite Compassion which presides over the afiairs of 
men, there would be no further question of free-will, 
for we should understand that to seek and follow His 
guidance was so convincingly the greatest good, that 
every other attraction would disappear " as the shadows 
of night disappear before the light of day." But while 
yet we are construned only " to see through a glass 
darkly," it rests with us to grope in the midst of 
obsciuity and misconceptions ^ we have found that 
greatest good, or to relapse into acceptance of g^fts which 
are easier of attainment. 

The pleasures of life lay very ready to the touch of 
M. d'Orleons, and he was not backward in grasping at 
them ; but he pursued his career far from the influences 
prevaUii^ at Cambrai, and he proved that he had but 
a false idea of F^nelon when he looked to him for the 
assurance that his evil courses were foreordained for him, 
and to be r^arded as the will of Heaven. The only 

■ aSuvm df Apulon, lii. p. 355. 
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ooncesBion that Fdnelon vould make in favouf of Halft- 
brauche vaA of no aatiafaction to the Regent, and, in 
making it, he iavolres himself in the unending compli- 
oationa that must ensue on the attempt to penetrate 
mysteries which are in truth unthinkable; for, while 
maintaining that man is absolutely master of his fate, 
he adds that God foresaw the destiny of every individual, 
the choice for good or ill each one would make, before 
the b^inning of the world — an idea vhich seems to 
n^ative our conception of free-wilL 

F^nelon's metaphysical conjectures were, in faot, less 
It^cal than his purely spiritual meditations. The " Reli- 
gion of Experience " was a part of himself, and his exposi- 
tion of it is, therefore, strangely luminous and convincing ; 
but in questions of abstract thought he was on the same 
ground as other writers, and will not bear comparison 
with Bossuet. It should, however, be remembered, in 
any criticism of his writings, that, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, what he wrote was intended to meet the need 
of the moment only. The first part of the work Sur 
rjSxiataux de Dieu, the volume containing tJSducaiion da 
Fillet, and Le Ministire dea Pasieurs, and a few of the 
Dialogue8 dea Marts, were published during his lifetime. 
Also the mandemfflits and essays resulting from the 
Jansenist and Quietist controversy were made public as 
soon aa they were written, although F^nelon himself 
disliked intensely the ^at such a bystem lent to the 
squabbles of ecclesiastics. Otherwise he wrote for a few 
only. He never aeema to have realised the extent of lus 
literary power, and was content to give to individuals 
the fruit of a brain which might have inspired and 
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directed contemporarj dioi^ht. His oondenmation by 
the Pope did not deter the loyal aervants of the Ohuroh 
from consulting him on difficult points of futh. He bad 
many such applications, and he brought to each his full 
poverg of reflection and of sympathy; but the reply 
which seems to -tritness most to his -wisdom in dealing 
vith them is that addressed to Ftre Lami, a Benedictine 
monk, who engaged him in a prolonged correspondence ' 
on the disputed topics of predestination and grace. 

" We shall find peace — not in subtle arguments, but - 
in the simplici^ of prayer ; not in abstract speculations, 
but in daily practical morality ; not in listening to, but 
in silencing, ourselves; not in flattering ourselves that 
we fathom the designs of God, but in accepting perpetual 
ignorance of them, content to love Him, regardless of the 
uncertainty of a salvation towards which we never cease 
to yearn." ' 

The Benedictine gloried in " pure love," and was 
imbued with the doctrine of the Quietists; therefore, 
such a reply was the perfection of sympathy, for it 
combines a suggestion of the piu^t Mysticism with 
a warning against that excessive reflection upon the 
mystery of God's design, which was especially a snare to 
those who had embraced monastic rule. 

The manifold occupations of F^nelon's life at Cambnu, 
perhaps also his separation from the more exciting in- 
fluences that swayed the thoughts of others, gave him in 
later life a moderation and a clear grasp of the essentials 
of belief which he had not Utained at the time of the 

* Bm (Eunra dt Pitutan, 111., LMrt* tvr la Sdigiom, 3, 4, 5. 
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QuieUrt ocmixorerey. He was no less a mTsUo, but he 
had Ailler knowledge of the actual need of men at the 
crises of their experience, whm bereavement or remorse 
has momentarily snatched away the veil that shrouds 
reality, and understood that he oould not meet it by 
theories of pure lore and passive acquiescence. Although 
his years of exile were years of self-suppression and he 
never relaxed his efforts after the ideal that he had set 
before him at Saint-Sulpioe, not only did he fail to roach 
that sublime condition of indi£Eerence to which the 
Quietists aspired, but, as old age approached, the gaps 
that death had made in the ranks of those he loved 
seem to have taught him to shrink &om death itself as 
the instrument of human suffering. He is reasoning 
for himself when' he reasons on this point with others, 
and was the mote efficient helper for the dying because 
he had personal knowle*^ of their fears. 

" If ve renounced everything every day of our Uves, 
we should not have much to renounce when it came to 
the last day," he wrote, " and that which terrified us at 
a distance would lose its terror when close at hand if we 
abstfuned horn nourishing our dread with anxious specu- 
lations. To die duly will rob our final death of all its 
sharpness." ^ 

That was hia nearest approach to insen«bility to- 
wards the thought of death. There was too much 
vitality inherent in him for the dread uncertainty that 
lay before him not to seem appalling, although the faith 
that ruled his life contained the assurance that death 
was gun for such as he. The ever-recurring conflict of 

' OarrttpimAnte de Fimtlon, ji 175. 
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physical inatinots Tarring agunst the lav of the mind 
disturbed the tnmquillitj of his outlook on the future. 
Be had preached that " not to desire death implies not 
that TO have not aspired after an extreme height of 
virtue, but that ve have never reached it."^ He was 
always ready to apply his own precepts to himself, and 
a sense of hia own shortoomii^ in this particular gave 
additional sadness to the meditations of his later years. 
To love, with as near an imitation of the love of Christ 
as man may reach, had been the goal of his endeavouis ; 
but the perfect love that oaateth out fear was beyond his 
scope, and hia ffulure seemed to him to be the proof of a 
secret faithlessness. A modem philosopher, whose reason 
denied him the hope of immortality, declared that " death 
was the surest signpost to religion." It may be also 
claimed that deaUi reveals the flaws in £uth that were 
unsuspected while life held firm dominion. 

Death came on F^nelon swiftly, but the thought 
of it had been present with him constantly since 
de Langeron had left a vacant place in the intimate 
circle of his Mends. He had not then completed his 
fflxtieth year, but thenceforward the familiar faora that 
represented all his happiness in life passed from him 
into mystery and silence in quick succesmon, and each 
new loss weakened a phyuque that had been always 
fraiL In November 1714 an accident, which he re- 
garded lightly at the time, entuled a shook to bis 
system from which he did not recover. His carriage, 
in pasang over a bridge, was overturned, and he 
describes the incident in a letter to the Chevalier 

' (Euvru de Findon, x»ii. 359, Senooiu. 
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DdstouoUes, for vhose benefit he was ai-vajs able to 
must^ gaiety. 

"It js truQ, m; dear fellow, tbat I bare been in 
mortal danger. I oannot now understand bow I escaped ; 
but for the loss of three horses one could not have been 
in greater luok. All my people called out to me, ' Tout 
est perdu, sauvez ixma ) ' but the windows being up I did 
not hear them. I was reading a book, having my spec- 
tacles on my nose, my pencil in n^ hand, and my legs in 
a bearskin bag ; Archimedes was in almost like condition 
when he perished at the taking of Syracuse. It is a 
vain comparison, but it was a ftightful accident I shall 
bQ a coward regarding bridges that are near to mills. 
Observe, if you please, that the mill-wheel, which touches 
one of the edges of the l»idge, that has no rail, began all 
at once to turn, just at the moment we were passing. 
One of the wheelers took fright inopportunely, and oast 
us to the side where it was least desirable that he should 
throw himself; he saved me by his death, for be stuck 
the pole in a bole in the bridge, which prevented my 
downfall." ' 

During the month tbat followed the friends around 
hitn recognised that his health, which was always feeble, 
was ftdling visibly. On the first day of the new year be 
acknowledged that he was seriously ill, and it is evident 
that he had no hope of recovery. On January 7, 1715, 
he died. 

His ohaplun wrote the following account of his last 
illness : " For the whole of the six days he permitted 
only the reading of the Holy Scriptures. During the 

' Ltttra IntdUi, S^ 
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first days we only yielded at interralB to his desire, 
feftring that the attention he gave to the reading would 
hinder the effect of the remedies and increase his 
sufferings. . . , We frequently repeated to hi m , aijd he 
seemed to eqjoy listening to, (he last verses of die fourth 
and the first nine of the fifth chapter of St. Faul'i 
second epistle to the Corinthians. 'Repeat that part 
again,' he said to me twice. . . , The two last days and 
the two last nights of his ilhiess he asked eagerly that 
we should read to him the texts of Scripture especially 
suited to his condition. He said them with us so far 
as his strength permitted him. It could be seen by bis 
eyes and the expresrion of his count^ance that he 
entered fervently iDto the strong feelings of faith, of 
hope, of love, of resignation, of union with God and 
conformity with Christ, which Uie&e texts describe. . . . 

" Although he had confessed on Christmas Dve before 
anging the midnight Mass, he confessed a&esh on the 
second day of his illness. In the morning of the third 
day he desired me to have the Viaticum administered 
to him ; an hour later he asked if I had made all 
arrangements for the ceremony. When I represented 
that his danger did not seem sufiSciently uigent, he said, 
' Having reached the condition of which I am conscious, 
nothing can be more uigent' 

" He had himself removed immediately from the little 
room that he generally occupied to his state room. He 
wished that every member of his chapter should be 
able to come in and be present at this act of religion. 
Before receiving the Viaticum he spoke a few words of 
exhortation to all those present, which I, findii^ myself 
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at too great a distanoe bom his bed, could only hear 
mdistinotly. 

"In the afternoon of the fourth day of his illnras 
M, I'Abb^ de Beaumont and M. le Marquis de Feneloo, 
his nephevH, arriTod in haste from Paris ; be displayed 
keen delight at seeing them again, and asked them who 
had sent Tonl to them. Distress prevented them from 
speaking; they confined tfaemselTes to indicating 
M. I'Abb^ de F^elon, who was at Cambrai when the 
illness declared itself. In the morning of the Jottr da 
Soit, having shown me that he was grieved not to say Holy 
Mass himself I went, in obedience to his order, to say it 
in his stead. I>uring this brief interval he seemed to 
have weakened considerably, and they gave him the 
extreme unction. 

" Immediately after, he sent for me, and, having dis- 
missed every one fi-om his room, dictated to me the last 
of his letters, which he signed, commanding me to show 
it to four persons here, and to despatch it the instant 
his eyes were closed. To dictate this letter to me he 
summoned all his strength, because, feeling that he was 
ready to appear before God, he wished to prepare him- 
self by the declaration of his true opinions. . , . 

" He suffered very much durii^ the rest of the day 
and in his last night. . . . The fever increased horn 
time to time, causing delirium, of which he was conscious, 
and which troubled him, althoi^h nothing violent or 
unworthy ever escaped him. When the paroxysm ceased 
we saw him join his hands, at once raising his eyes 
to heaven, submitting and yiel^ng himself to Qod in 
absolute peace. ... I am still moved when I think of 
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the impressive spectacle of that last n^ht. All the 
members of his godly fomilj who were met together at 
Cambrai — M. I'Abbd de F^oelon, M. le Marquis de F4nelon, 
M. I'Abb^ de Beaumont, les Chevaliers de F^elon, M. de 
I'Echelle (formerly comieoted with the education of M. le 
Due de Boutgogne), his brother, M. I'Abb^ de I'Echelle, 
and their nephew, M. I'Abb^ Devisse — all came, one after 
the other, in his periods of complete consciousness, to ask 
and rec^ve his blessii^. Some other persons from the town, 
whom he directed, came to receive his last blessiog. After- 
wards his servants came all together, and weeping, asked it 
of him ; he gave it to them with kindliness. M. I'Abb^ 
Le Vayer (of the Coi^egation of Saint-Sulpice), superior 
of the semioiary of Cambrai, then repeated the prayers for 
the dying, joinii]g to them from time to time such brief 
and impressive phrases from the Scriptures as were most 
suited to the condition of the sufferer, who remained 
without sign of consciousness for nearly half-an-hour, 
after which he died peacefully at a quarter past five in 
the momiiu^." * 

The following is the letter dictated by F^elon on the 
last day of his life ; it was addressed to Pfere Le Tellier, 
Confessor to the King : — 

" I have just received extreme unction. It is in this 
condition, reverend father, when I am preparing to 
appear before God, that I implore you to make my true 
principles known to the King. I have never been any- 
thing but submissive to the Church, and in dread of the 
hereiues imputed to me. I accepted the condemnation of 
my book with absolute ^mplioity. There was never a 

' Bttatiou (U la vmladU tt dtla mart dt Ptndon, par ton ounMhiwT'. 
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moment of my life vhen I had not the deepest gratitude 
and the most ardent zeal for the person of the King, the 
strongest respect and the most unfeigned attachment. I 
take the Uberty of asking two boons of his Majesty, 
which have no reference either to me or mine. The first 
is that he 'will have the goodness to appoint as a successor 
one who is pious, pimctual, good, and stroi^ against Jan- 
senism, which has great foothold on this frontier. The 
other boon is that be will hare the goodness to conclude 
with my successor that which could not be concluded 
with me regarding Messieurs de Saint-Sulpice. The help 
that I have received from them I owe to his Majesty. 
If his Majesty would intimate to my successor that it 
would be best to conclude with these gentlemen what has 
already gone so far, the matter will be soon disposed o£, 
I wish for his Majesty the long life whereof the Chtuch 
as much as the State stand in infinite need. If I am 
permitted to see God, I shall constantly ask His mercies 
for him. Tou know, reverend father, with what venera- 
tion I am, &C." ' 

No more significant tribute to the personal dominion 
of the Great King in the hearts of his subjects was ever 
paid. F^nelon lay dying ; the last rites of his Church had 
just been rendered to him, the shadows of death wero draw- 
ing very near. Yet at a moment when the glories of the 
world must lose their fascination even for those who love 
them most, he roused himself, gathered his failing strength 
with a great effort, and mastered the weariness of sufi^- 
ing, that with his last breath he might justify himself 
before the King. For half his life he had been urging 

> Carrapandanet dt Find«n, iv. 415. 
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the claims of the people for justice from their rulers, and 
none knev better than he the faults that marred the 
private character and public policy of Louis XTV. He 
had not been dazzled by the glories of the past century. 
He had known the misery of the people, the 'mckedness 
of the Court. For twenty years he had been perrastently 
misjudged and persecuted. For twenty years he had not 
stood in the presence of the King. Nevertheless, in his 
last hours the thought of the King vas the thought 
that absorbed his imagination, the fear of the King's 
anger troubled him when he believed he was at peace with 
God. Personal loyalty was the lesson the seventeenth 
century had taught to the French people, and the soul of 
F^nelon was so far imbued with it that, mystic though he 
was, he believed that his King would be still his foremost 
thought when he stood before the throne of God. 

There is no record of the effect of those last words 
upon Louis XIV. If remorse touched him he made 
no s^n. It had never been his policy to own himself at 
fault, and the disgrace that had fallen on the Archbishop 
of Cambrai was never publicly reversed. He could not 
gauge the true value of that disgrace ; his conception of 
his own majesty destroyed his s^ise of proportion, and he 
refused to see that F^nelon's true reputation was above 
injury &om royal disapproval, or that posterity might 
dare to blame him for his conduct towards any subject 
who had displeased him. 

The last of F^nelon's letters was directed to Versulles, 
but the words that close the correspondence of a life- 
time were written before the certainty of death had taken 
1 of him. They were prophetic, none the less, of 
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what was ooming. De Beauvilliers was dead, and the 
dread shadow had fidlen on so much that was dear to 
him that it seemed as if its gloom had encompassed all 
his world. " When the heart is sick the whole bodj 
suffers," he wrote to Mme. de Beauvilliers. " I dread 
these business interviews for you, and everything that 
revives your pain. We must join in the defdgns of 
Qod and try to find relief for ourselves. We shall soon 
regain that which we have not really lost. With great 
strides we draw nearer to it dfuly. A little more and 
there will be no loiter need for weeping. It is we who 
die ; he whom we love lives, and will die no more. This 
is what we believe, but we believe it feebly. If we 
believed it truly we should regard those dear to us even 
as Christ desired that His disciples should r^;ard Him 
when He ascended to heaven. ' If you loved me,' said 
He, 'you would rejoice.' But we are weeping for our- 
selves when we weep for those whom we mourn." ' 
Strained nerves and physical weakness have left their 
impress on that farewell to his old &iend. He could not 
conquer his own sadness even to give her comfort. The 
past was bitter, but it is plain he was shrinking &om the 
future, and that the presentiment of death — strive as he 
might to welcome it — weighed heavily upon him. On 
the same day he wrote the last of the fervent personal 
exhortations to {uety which are so especially connected 
with his name. It was addressed to the son of his dead 
friend, the Due do Chevreuse, and is instinct with all his 
' natural eagerness and zeal 

" Would you not be ashamed if you had broken jour 

' Corrt^imdanet dt Findon, I. 199, 
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word to the humblest of men as often as you have to / 
God. Toa say that you love Him. Is it thus that one 
loves one's friends who are but miserable creatures! 
Would you trick them perpetually with idle promises? 
Does God ask too much when He requires that good faith 
and exactitude in keeping a promise, which a footman 
would be justified , in desiring 7 What will we not pu6 
before God ? Some tiresome and arduous ceremony, some 
occupation that simply wastes your health ; some use of 
time of which you dare not give account ; something 
which darkens life and degrades you in the world — this 
is what you prefer to God It is a terrible hallucination I 
Pray ! Humiliate yourself to overcome its magic ! Ask 
God to loose you from the chwn of custom and inclina- 
tion ! Fight against yourself ; make sustained and constant 
effort ; beware of self-deception, of the tyranny of habit, 
of the fine pretexts whereby one can contrive to delude 
oneself! Fay no heed to anything. B^in a new life; it 
will seem hard to you at first, but God will sustain you, and 
you will taste of His reward. Happy is he who reliea on God, 
and not on himself. What would I not give to see you a 
different man I I ask it of God in this holy season when 
we should be bom e^gein with Jesus Christ. You could 
be — ^you ought to be — ^you must answer for it to the 
Ifaster. Teach yourself by means of meditation to rely 
upon His Spirit." ' 

This is a fitting conoluaion to the long series of his 
letters. It was by such vigorous attacks that he forced 
his friends to turn from the round of pleasure and 
excitement that made the life of camp and Court, and 

> Corrapondanet de Ftndon, 1. 300^ to H. da OhkaliiM. 
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r^nember the dum of Ood. He did not roqiure that 
oourtiors should make great profesaon ; what he urged 
Tras a personal religion. It is the spirit of personal 
practical religion that inspires that last tetter, and It has 
in it the vigour of a last appeal Ten days later he had 
gone down into silence, and those whose advancement he 
had made his special oare vere left to stru^le upwards 
as best they m%ht, unaided. 

The men who had loved him best were near him 
when he died, but, though elaborate eulogy was the 
custom of the time, it was tacitly accepted that F^nelon 
needed none. He had desired to be known among his 
people, and they needed no incentive to mourn him as a 
friend, and even in the far-o£F world of Paris there were 
many who looked upon the future with failing hopes and 
saddened hearts because F^elon, the exile who had not 
been a Uving presence there for twenty years, had passed 
away. 

They buried him in the cathedral at Cambrai ; they 
paid him every tribute of honour and respect while his 
memory was fresh. Bat the deepest proof of the impres- 
sion he had left in the hearts of the Flemish people is 
the monument that now commemorates >iim at Cambrai, 
and was unveiled by those who loved his memory on 
January 7, 1826, as testimony that neither time nor 
change of thought disturb the place assigned to him. 

No public tribute was paid to him. He was the last 
to die of the succession of great writers and great men 
who made the glory of France in the reign of Louis SIT. 
ring throughout Europe. His prophecies and warnings 
heralded her decline, and it may be that it was fitting 
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that his death, ooming at a moment when the miBfortunes 
o£ hU <]ountry were falling fast upon her, and the people 
looked in vain for a Mend or a leader on whom the 
mantle of the dead might fall, should not receive an 
outward demonstration of mourning and regret, but be 
accepted as a part of the national distress, in that silence 
which is more significant than words or weeping. 

To the last he held to his ideal of the dutj of a 
priest. All that he could do for his friends by personal 
effort he never failed to do ; but all he possessed was the 
' property of the Church, and after twenty years of reign 
at Cambnu, during which the great income belonging to 
his o£Bce was at his own absolute disposal, he ended a 
life of persistent and rigorous self-denial with no money 
in his cofiors and no debts to any man. In spite of his 
ambition, in spite of the prejudices which influenced his 
action at more than one important crisis, in spite of the 
stroi^ affections that were so firmly rooted in his heart, 
bis public and private life were ruled by the fundamental 
principle which be did not fear to ^olaim again and 
agun as his conception of the truest patriotism, " J'aime , 
mieux ma famille que moi'mfime, ma patrie que ma 
&mille, le genre humaio que ma patrie." 

To put that maxim into practice was not an ea^ 
task. F^elon did not shrink irom difiSculty, but his 
life is incomplete, because to the last he knew and under- 
stood his imperfections, while the vision of perfection was 
ever with him. 

It has been sud that the men who make their mark 
indelibly on history are those who at their entrance upon 
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life have set a goal before them, and adhere to their one 
object 'with a concentration that squandera nothing on 
side issues. It is thus that men attain success, and win 
the admiration of their follows, and these things were 
not vouchsafed to F^nelon. Yet this criterion does not 
exclude him, for his strength was concentrated, and his 
purpose never faltered. Only fulfilment was not visible 
or comprehensible to human eyes. Neither disgrace nor 
disappointment daunted him. The failure of ambition 
only impressed on him the more that he had a message 
for mankind that was above all earthly influence; and 
though the minds of his generation wexe scarcely ready 
for it, he found no lack of listeners, for there is an 
inward witness in the hearts of men in every ago that 
only needs the summons of voices such as his. We may 
, call him pantheist or mystic ; we may detect his failures 
and his inconsistencies ; we may see how the limitations 
of his narrow creed confined and hampered him at every 
turn ; but at the end his message still remains, and his 
voice is not yet silent. God everywhere, G-od immanent, 
" the spiritual life around the earthly life I " that is its 
burden. To understand the man, to see him as he stands 
set apart fi^m others, we must realise this as the absorb- 
ing truth that was his inspiration. 

He stumbled often, he grew weary and discouraged ; 
the burden that humanity must bear seemed to him to 
be almost overwhelming ; but he believed that Ood had 
guided him, that in the darkness that Presence could 
not leave him, because throughout his life — " closer than 
breathing and nearer than hands and feet" — the Spirit 
of Christ had been with him on his way. 
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NOTE I. TO CHAPTER I. 
Baint-Sihok as FAkeloh. 

Ce -prUMt itoit un grand homme ma^re, bien fait, pile, arec 
nn grand nsz, des yeux dont le fsu et I'eaprit sortoient conune nn 
tomnt, et una phyaionoinie telle qaa je n'on ai point tq qui j 
nsBembl&t, et qui ne se ponvoit oublier, quand on ne I'anroit vn 
qa'nne fois. Ells roBBembloit tout, et lea contrdiea ne a'j combat- 
toient pas. EUe avoit de la gravity et de la galaoterie, da a^enx 
et de la gaiety ; elle aentoit ^^ement le docteui, I'^Tfiqae et le 
gland seigneur ; ce qui ; eumageoit, ainsi que dans toute aa per 
aonne, c'dtoit la finesse, I'eaprit, lea gdtces, la ddcence, et anrtont la 
noblesse. II falloit effort pour cesser de le regarder. Tons saa 
portraita sont pailants, sans toutefois avoir pu attraper la justice 
de lliarmoaie qui frappoit dana I'originEl, et la ddicatease de 
chaque caiact^ie que ce visage rassembloit. Ses mani^res j repon- 
doient dans la m€me ptopottion, avec one aisanee qui en donnoit 
aux autres, et cet air et ce bon goUt qu'on ne tient que de I'nsage de 
la meilleure compagnie et dn grand monde, qui ee troavoit r^pandn 
de soi-mSme dans toutes ses conversationB ; avec cela nne Ao- 
quence naturelle, douce, fleurie; une politesse insinuaiite, maia 
noble et proportionn^ ; une elocution fsfile, nette, sgr^ble ; un 
ur de clart^ et de nettet^ pour se faite entendre dans les matib«a 
lea plus embarraestoi et les plus duies ; avec cela un homme qui 
ne Touloit jamais avoir plus d'esprit que ceux & qui il parloit, qui 
se mettoit k I'alse et qui eembloit enchanter, de fB90n qu'on ne 
pouvoit le quitter, ni a'en d4fendre, ni ne pas chercher k le 
letrouver. — Mhnoiret, ed. Chemel et Regnier, xi. p. 58, 17 15. 
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Compare earlier description : — 

"Plua coquet que tontes let femmea, maia en solids et non en 
mia^res, sa paasion 6toit de plaire, et il avoit antant de aoin de 
captiver lea raleta que )es mattiea, et lea plus petites gena que lai 
peisouuagea." — Ibid., viii. p. 430, 1711. 



NOTE II. TO CHAPTER II. 

PitOTIBIOHS DE PBiOBPTBOB DE MoHBRiaNBtTB LE DuO Dl 

BouROOONB pons M. L'AbbA dx TAvelos. 

1 Vebbaiules, U 16 Aotl 16S9. 

Louis, &e. A. tous' cenx qui ces presentee lettras veiront 
aalat. 

Ayant jug£ qu'il ^toit temps de peueer k I'^ucatiou de notre 
tr^ cher et tri»«m^ petit-fils, le doc de Bonrgogne ; noua arona 
Tonlu lui donnei on Prteepteur, qui puisse caltlver lea bonnea dis- 
poaitiona qui commencent k parOitre en sa pereonne, en tnl 
inapirant lea sentimenta de religion, et toutea lea autres vertus 
que doit avoir un prince chi^tien, et en formant son esprit anx 
graades chosea, par la connoissance dea lettrea et dea sciences. £t 
dtant infonn^ que notre cher et bien ami, le sieur Franjoia da 
Salignac de La Mothe-F^nelon, dojen commandature de Caienac, 
a toute la probit4, lea bonnea moeurs et la s^esse n^ceasairea pour 
remplir dignement cet emploi, et que tontes ces quality jointes i 
sa naissance, et auz services de pluaieurs de sa famille, qui ont ^t^ 
honors de grandes charges et emplois dans la guerre, de la 
dignitd de chevalier de I'ordce de Saint-Michel et du Sunl^Eaprit, 
et de la pr^tuie, I'exciteront k noos donner, dana I'inatruction de 
notre dit file, toute la satisfaction que nous en devons attendre. 

SBRHSNT DZ la CHABGB de PlliOEPTSUR DE MONBEIQITEnil LE 
DDO DB BoDROOGtfB. 

TouB jnreE et promettes k Dleu, de bien et fid^ement aerrir le 
Roi, en la charge de Prfeeptear de Uonseigneur le due de Bonr- 
gogne, de laquelle Sa Utgeet^ vous a honors ; que tous tous 
emploierez de tout votre pouvoir, k I'^ever en I'amour at en la 
crainte de Dieu, & r^ler see moenrs eelon les maximes chr^tienne^ 
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et b fonner sod esprit, pai la connoisaance que vons Ini donuereE 
dea letttes et des sciences propres k un tr^grand prioce ; que tous 
ne prendren pension ni bienfait d'autre prince que de Sa Majesty; 
que vouB I'sTertiies eoigneugement de tout ce que Tona sauies 
importer k eon aerrice, et k )a personne de mondit eeignenr le 
due de Bourgi^e; et g^n^ralement, que voua ferez, dans le 
devoic de cette cha^e, tout ce qu'un bon et fidUe stget etserviteui 
est obl^;^ de faire; oinsi vous le jurez et promettes. — Segietrea 
du Secritariat de la Maison du Roi, 1689, tome E. 



NOTE III. TO CHAPTER IV. 
FAnelon and thb King. 

Loin de ressentir quelque peine de ma situation pi^nte, je me 
aeiois offert avec joie i Dieu pour m^ter la sanctification du Eoi. 
Je ngardois m§me son z€le contre mon livre comme un effet 
louable da sa religion, et de sa juste horreui pour tout ce qui lui 
paroit uouTeaut& Je le regardoia comma un objet digne dee 
gr&ces de Dieu. Je me rappeloie son ^ucation aana instructi<m 
Bolide, les flatteries qui I'ont ohaiAi, lea pi^es qu'on lui a tendos 
pour exciter dans sa jeunesse toutes aes pasaione, lea conaeila pro- 
fanes qu'on lui a donn^, la d^ance qu'on lui a inspire contre lee 
exc^ do certains divota et contre I'artifice dea autres, enfin lee 
p4rila de la grandeur, et de tant d'affaires dSlicates. (Au Due de 
Beauvilliers, Cambrai, 16 AoUt 1697-) — Correspondanee de 
FSnelont i. 14. 

NOTE IV. TO CHAPTER V. 

BOBBUET TO HiB KeFHEW. 

Ayez courage et patience ; tous travaillez pour la eatue de 
t^gliee: U s'agit d'exterminer une corruption et nne b^r^e 
naiisante. Si le roi n'^tait persuade qu'k Bome on prendra dea 
mesures justes pour finir et pour accomplir les eaintes intentions 
du Pape, on do aait quelle resolution il ptendrait pour mettre fin k 
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one cabale qn"!! toH sotu sea yeax et qu'il snpporte ftvec use mod^ 
ntion digue de reepect ; mais ce prince vent terminer one aSun 
de I'Bglise par dea mojens eccIAaiastiqiiea. 
ViBBULLn, Jfart lo, 1698. 

G'est one b€te f^roce qnll fant pcmtsnivre ponr fbonnetu da 
I'gpiscopat et de la veriU jnaqn'k ce qn'on I'ait terrass4e. Sunt- 
AnguBtin nVt-il pu pouisaivi Jolieo jusqu'ii la mortt (AbM 
Boesnet to hia uncle, Rome, November 35, 1698.) 



NOTE T. TO CHAPTER V. 
fiossoET — Rbution atJB La QoiinBiiE. 

1 Hutu, Jntdi sti, 169S. 
M. r^rdqce de Ueaux, qui est de ce vorage, prteenta an roi, le 
matin, nu livie dans leqael il ezplique la conduite q'il a eue avee 
M. de Gambiay, et ou il fait le detail des opinion de Mme. Guyon. 
Ce liTre 'eat nne forte condamnatiou de tout le procM^ de I'arche- 
vSque de Cambray dans cette afTain. M. de Meanx donna I'aprte 
dinte CB livre ^ beaucoup de courtisons que soot ici ; le roi en 
paila i. sa promenade, et dit qu'U a'j avoit pas un mot dana c« 
livre qui no fftt vrai, — Journal de Dttngaau, vol. vi. 



NOTE VI. TO CHAPTER V. 

Lbttrs ds Louib XIT. au Pape Innooxnt XII. 
(Commeneem^ de Vaffaire de QxaHisme). 

Tska-SAiHT PfiRE, — Le livre que I'archSreque de Cambrmi a 
compoai ayant depuis quelquea mois fait beaucoup de bruit dans 
l'£g1iae de mon royaume, je I'ai fait examiner par des JvSqoes et 
par nn grand nombre de docteurt et de saTants religieux de divers 
ordres. Tons unanimement, tant les dv&]ueB que tea docteura, m'ont 
npport^ que le livre £tait tr^ mauvais et trSe dangerenz, et que 
I'ezplication donn^ par le m€me archevSque n'^tait pas soutenable. 
II avait d^ar^ dans la Preface de son livre qu'il voulait seulement 
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ez|^qnei et{4t«odfe la doctrine de ces mflmea ^vSquee. Mus apr^ 
aToii tenU toutea les yoiea de douceur, ila out cm Stre oblig^ en 
conscience de faire leur Declaration anr ce lirre at de la mettre 
mtm lea maina de I'aichev^ae de Damaa nonce de Yotre Saintetd 
auprte de moL Ainai trift-aaint P^re, pour terminer tine affiiin 
qui poumit avoir dea auitea tr^f&cheuaes ai elle n'^tait airSt^ 
dana eon commencement, je aupplie hnmblement Totre Saintetj 
de prononcer le plua t6t qn'il lui aeia possible sot oe lirre et sot 
la doctrine qn'il contient, aasuiant en mSme temps Votre Saintetd 
que j'emploierai toute mon autorit^ ponr faire ez^ater sea d^- 
sions, et que 

Je snis, tris-eunt Pbm, TOtte tris-divot file, 

M 36 /uiBm 1697. 



MemOIRX RNTOli 1 BotOE PAR LE Boi 

(La Jin de V affaire de QttHH&ne). 

9a M&jest^ apprend avec etonnemeut et avec doulenr qn'api^ 
toutes aes instances, et spr^ tant de promesses de 8a Saintet^ 
i^t4r^e8 par son nonce, de couper promptement josqu'ii la racine, 
par une decision pi&iiae, le mal que fut dans tout le royanme le 
livre de I'archevSque de Csmbrai, lorsque tout semblait terming, 
et que ce livre ^tait r^onnu rempli d'erreuts par tant de congre- 
gations des csrdinaux, et par le Pape Ini-mSme les partisans de ce 
livre proposaient un nouveau projet qui tendait k rendre inntiles 
toutes les d^lib^tions et i renouveler toutes lea disputes. Le 
bruit repandu dans Rome de ce projet le fait consister dans on 
certain nombre de canons qu'on donnerait h examiner aux cardi- 
nauz, dans leaquela I'^tablirait la saine doctrine sur la spirituality 
en laissant le livre en sou entier. 

Cette discussion, plus difficile que toutes celles qui ont pr^c^dj 
BQT la censure das propositions, ou se ferait pr^pitamment et 
sans I'exactitude requise dans un ouvn^ si d^cat, on r^etterait 
cette affaire dans de nouvelles loi^aeura dont on ne sortirait jamais ; 
et cependant le mal, qui demande les remMea les plus efficaces et 
lea plus prompts irait toujours en augmentant, conime il a fait, 
jnsqu'k I'infini. On venait naltre tons les jouis de nouvelles di£G- 
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culUa et de nonveaux iacidente par Im stibtQea mteipT^tatioiu 
d'on eaprit fecond en inventioiu captieUBeB ; comine il parait par 
tonasM Merits. 

Ainsi, loiD de terminer pat iin aenl coup, en proaongant sax le 
livre et; anr sa doctrine, comine il a ^t4 tant de foie promis, lee 
diaputes qui metteut le fen dans son royaume, Sa M^eet^ lee 
verrait croltre eoue ees yeui, eanH que le Fape, k qui il a eu reoonrs 
avec une idv^ence et confiance filiale, daignfit y ^>porter le remMe. 
Ce qui ^tonne le pins, c'est qn'on ait ce management pour un 
livre tecounn manvais, et pom nn anteur qui Toudiait se faiie 
craiudie, encore qu'il ait centre loi tons lea ^vk|nes du rojaume 
et la Sorboone, dont deux cent cinquante docteuis viennent encore 
d'expliquer leurs senUmenta. Sa Majesty ne peut croire que, 
sous un pontificat comme celui-ci, on tombe dana nn si fadieux 
afikibliasement ; et I'on voit bien que Sa Majesty ne pourra 
recevoir ni autoriser dana son toyaume qne ce qn'elle a demand^ 
et ce qu'on lui a promis, saroir, un jugement net et precis but nn 
Hvre qui met son royaume en combustion, et aur une doctrine qui 
le dirise ; toute autre decision etant inutile pour finir une afiiure 
de cette importance, et qui tient depuis si longtemps toute la 
clir^tient4 en attente. II est visible qui proposent ee nourean 
projet, & la fin d'une affaire tant examine, ne aongent pas a llion- 
nenr du Saint-Siege dont ils ne craignent point de commettre 
d'antorit4 dans un abtme de difBcnlt^ mais eeulement ^ sauTer 
un tirre d^j& reconnu digne de censure. 

II serait trop douleiu^ux 4 Sa M^est^ de voir naltre parmi sea 
sujets un nonvean schisme, dans le temps qu'elle a'appliqne de 
toutes see forces it 4teindre celui de Calvin. Et ai elle voit pio- 
longer, par des managements qu'on ne comprend pas, une affaire 
qui paraissait €tre ^ sa fin, elle saura ce qu'elle aura k faire, et 
prendia des i^solutions convenables ; eepdrant toi^joura n^anmoina 
que Sa Saintet^ ne Toudra pas la r^duire It de si facheuses 
extremit4e. 

Vbbsailijm, Fivrier 1699. 
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TiliilUQUB. 

J'ex&ute avec la plus gnnde joie dn tnonde, I'oidie que vons 
me donuez d« voua parler dn Lirre intitule. Let Aventure* de 
T&fynagtte. D est csrtaiD que c'est tm Ouviage de I'Archevlqne 
de Cambray ; et qn'il a doun^ poux ThSme it son Disciple, le Due 
de Bou^Dgoe, lea principales Reflexions qui se trouvent dans ce 
Livie. Je ne I'ai point lu encoi«. On n'en imprima d'abord 
qn'uue petite partie : niais enfin, un Libraire de la Ebie en a 
recouTT^ Tine Copie complSte, qu'il a fait iraprimer en quatre an 
cinq petita Tomes. On fait grand cas de cet £crit (ht trouve 
que le Stile en est vif, henreux, beau ; le tour des FictionB bien 
imaging &c. : maia, sasH doute, ce qui a le plus contribud an 
grand sncc^ de la Pike, est que I'Autenr 7 parle selon le gout 
des Penples, et principalement dea Peuples qui, comme la France, 
out le plus eenti les mauvaises suites de la Puissance arbitraite, 
qu'il a toucb^es et bien expos^. (M. Bayle k Lord Aable;, 
Rottetdam, Novembre 33, 1699.) 

NOTE VIII. TO CHAPTER VH. 

Saikt-Sihok on 1m Tbllier. 

Sa vie 4toit dure, pai goUt et par habitude ; il ne connoissait 
qu'un tiarail assidu et sans intenuptiou ; il I'ex^oit pareil des 
anties, sana ancun ^gaid, et ne comprenoit pas qu'on en dflt avoir. 
Sa tSte et sa sant^ ^toient de fer, aa conduite en 6toit aussi, son 
naturel crael et farouche. Confit dans les maximes et dans la 
politique de la Soci^t^ aulant que la dutet^ de son caractire e'y 
pouvoit ployer, il 6toit profond^ment faux, trompeur, cach^ sous 
mille pUs et replis, et quand il put se montrei et se faire ciaindre, 
exigeant tout, ne donnant rien, se moquant des paroles les plus 
expTess^ment donndes loTsqu'il ne lui importoit plus de les tenir 
et pouiBuivant avec fureur ceuz qui les avoient re^es. C'dtoit 
nn homme terrible, qui n'alloit k rien moins qu'a destruction, it 
convert et i. d^couvert, et qui parvenu a I'autorit^ ne s'en cacha 
2 D 
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pIuB. . . . Son ext^rieur iie promettoit rien moina, et tint exacte- 
toeut parole ; il eftt fait pear an coin d'un boia ; sa phyaionomie 
jtoit tteibreuse, fanaae, terrible; lea yeux ardents, mfchants, 
extrtmement de travera: on 6toit frappi en le Tojant — Chervel, 
ToL viii 

NOTE IX. TO CHAPTER Vt, PART a 

TCSTAHBNT DE FilJELON. 

An Horn du F^re, dii Fils, et dti Saint-Esprit, 
Qnoique ma sont^ soit en I'^tat ou elle est d'ordinaire, je doie 
me preparer k la mort. C'eat daoa cette vue qua je fata et qne 
j'dcrifl de ma propre main le present testament, tdvoquant et 
anoullant par celui-ci toat autre teatament ant^rieur. 



Je declare que je veuz monrir entre lee bns de I'Sgliae 
catholiqne, apoatolique et Bomaine, ma m^. Dieu, qui lit dana 
les cceura, et qui me jugera, salt qn'il n'y a eu aucun moment 
de ma vie oil je n'aie conaeivd pour elle une eonmisaioD et one 
docility de petit enfant, et que je n'ai jamais cm aucune dea 
erreurs qu'on a vouln m'imputer. Quand j'6crivia le liTie intitule : 
Keplication den Maximet des Sainlg, ^-c, je ne songeai qn'i 
adparer lea v^ritables expt^riencea dea saints approuT^ de toute 
r£!glise, d'avec les illusions des faux mystiques, pour justifier les 
unes et pour rejeter les autrea. Je ne fis cet ouvrage que par le 
conseil dea personnes les plus oppose k I'illusion, et je ne le fia 
imprimer qu'apr&s qu'ils I'eureut examine, Comme cet ouvrage 
fut imprim^ k Paris en mou absence, on y mit lea tennee de 
trouble involontaire par rapport k J^ns-Christ, lesqnels n'^toient 
point dans le corps de mon texte original comme certains t^moina 
oculaires d'un tr^s-grand m^te I'ont certifi^ et qui SToient 6t& 
mis k la marge seulement pour marquer nne petite addition qu'on 
me conseilloit de faire en cet endroit-U par une plus grande pr^ 
caution. D'ailleurs il me sembloit, sur I'avis dea examinateurt^ 
que lea correctifs inculqute dans toules les pages de ee petit line 
^rtoient avec Evidence tous les sens faux ou dangereuz. C'est 
snirant ces correctifo que j'ai voulu soutenir et juatifier ce tivie^ 
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pendant qn'U m'a 4U libre de la fain, Maia je n'u jamais vonln- 
faroriMr aacime des ertenn en question, ni flatter aucune penonne 
qoe je cntniuee en &tn lodvenue. Dim qne le Pt^ Innocent XII. 
a eondamn^ cet ounage, j'ai adhM ht iod jagement du fond de 
mon cceur et sans restriction, comme j'avois d'abord premie de le 
faire. I>epnis le moment de la condamnation, je n'ai jamiua dit 
OJQ seul mot ponr juetifier ce livre: je a'ai song^ k ceuz qui 
I'avoient attoqa^ qne pout prier avec on tUt sincere pour enx, et 
qne pour detnetuei oni it enx dans la ebtrit^ ftatemelle. 

n. 

Je Bonmete k I'^gUse aniverselle et ati si^ apostolique tons 
tes ^rits qne j'ai fatte, et j'j condamne tout ca qui poorroit 
tn'aroir fahappd au-deU des T^ritables bomes. Male on ne doit 
m'attribaer aacuns dea fcrite que I'an poorroit faire imprimar sons 
mon nom. Je ue leconnoia que cenx qui auront 6t6 imprimfa par 
mes Boina, et r^nnua par moi pendant ma viet lies autres pour- 
loient ou s'dtre pas de moi, et m'Stre attribute aans fondemont, 
on fitre mdlte avec d'autree Merits dtrangetB, ou €tre alt^r^ par dee 
oopietes. A Dieu ne plaiae que je prenne cee pi^cantiona par nne 
nine d^cateese pour ma personne. Je crois wulemeiit deroir 
an caract^ episcopal, dont Dieu a permii que je fusaa honor^ 
qa'on ne m'impnte aucune erreur contra la foi, ni aucun onviage 
suspect. 

IIL 

Je laisse k chaque domestiqne, qui se trouvera actuellemant k 
mon service au jour de ma mort, une ann^e enti^ de ses gages, 
outre ce qui se trouTora Ini Itre dft juaqu'k ee joui-lk De plus, 
je prie mon bdritier ji-dessous nomm^ d'axaminer avec inos 
ez^teurs testamentaires, ce qit'il seioit pent-6tte k piopoa de 
faire en favour de quelques-uns d'entre eux. 

IV. 

Je eoohaite que mon enterrement se fssse dans I'^IiM metro- 
politaine de Cambrai, en la maniSre la plus simple, et avec le 
noma de ddpenae qu'il se ponrra. Ce n'est points un discours 
modeste qne je fasse id pour la forme : c'est que je crois qne les 
fonds qu'ou pourroit employer k dea funerailles moina simples 
doivent 4ti« ree^rvte ponr des usages plus udles, et que la modestie 



id By Google 



420 APPENDIX 

dea fuD^raill«8 d« ivSqaes doit apprendres anz Uiqnea k modirer 
lea vaines depo&SBB qo'on fait daoB lea leiusL Pom lea retriba- 
tioDB dea ptfitrea qui diiont dea maasea, at poor les aumoiies a dis- 
tribuer apr^ ma mort, j'on laiaae la d^dsion, i moo li^ritter et k 
mea extoiteuia teatamentaina, no poavant douter ni de letu jn^ 
ni de loui amitld tendre pour moi 



Je nomme et eonetiue mon h^tiec univerael, Lton de Beaumont, 
mon nevBU, fila d'une de mea sisara, en qui j'ai r^conna dha aoo 
enfance dea aentimena dignea d'une ainguliire amitid, et qui n'a 
jam&ia ce«^, pendant taut d'ann^ea, d'dtie poui moi comma le 
meillem fila pour son p4re. Je ne lui marque rien, et je Utsae 
toat k aa diacretion, parce que je auis plainement persoadi qn'il 
fera, de concert arec mas deux ex^cuteurs testamentairea, le 
Rteilletii usage qu'il pourra de ce qu'il trouven le liquide dam ma 
succesBion. 

VI. 

Je nomme pour ex^teur du pt^ent testament M, I'Abbi da 
Chanterac, mon parent, qui a 4ti mon conseil dans ce dioc^, qui 
m'a t^moign^ une amiti4 k toute 4preuve, et poor qui j'ai use 
giande vto^ration. Je nomme aussi M. I'Abbd de LaogeroD, ami 
pricieux qua Sieu m'a dann6 d^ notre jeunease, et qui a fait uoe 
dea plua grandea consolations de ma vie. J'esp^ que cea deux 
bona amis ai chr^tiens ne refuseront pas leuia conaeils, et leur 
soina k mon b^ritier. 

VII. 

Quoique j'aime tendrement ma famille, et qua je n'oublie pas 
le mauvaia ^tat de aes afikites, je ne crois pourtant pas lui devoir • 
laiseer ma succemioii. Lea biens eccl^iaatiques ne aont paa des- 
tine aux besoins des families, et ils ne doivent point sortir dea 
mains des peraonnes attach^ k I'f^lise. J'eap&re que Diea 
bdnira les deux neveux que j'ai ^lev^ aupr^ de moi, et que j'aime 
avec tendreaae A cauie des principea de probitA et de raligioo dana 
lesquels ila ne patoissent a'affermir. 

Ftai d Cambrai le ctnquiime jour de 
mat de I'an mil a^t eetd cinq, 

Sign^ FRAI1901B, 
AT«hitvl^iU'D<te de Gamitrai. 
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